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Kingfisher Lake celebrates 50th homecoming
Geoff Shields

Special to Wawatay News

The People of Kingfisher Lake
First Nations and friends gathered
at the original settlement of Big Beaver House on September 3rd to mark
the anniversary of 50 years starting
in 1965 of the time they moved from
there to their present residential site.
A warm day brought dozens of
people ranging from elders to the very
young by boat across the lake where
a picnic atmosphere prevailed. Treaty
Day had been organized by Chief
James Mamakwa to coincide with the
Anniversary and the handout of treaty
payments ably handled by April Genno
and Jennifer Mortensen from Aboriginal Affairs Northern Development
Canada assisted by Joe and Dave from
the RCMP.
The official opening got off to an
unofficial start when Elder Elijah Begg
resident of King Fisher Lake but originally from Big Trout Lake got on stage
accompanied by his guitar to entertain
onlookers with songs that included
Amazing Grace, There Goes My Everything and North To Alaska he received
polite applause and afterwards
expressed his thoughts.“ It’s a good
idea, it’s better for them to remember
the community they left many years
ago, rather than forgetting everything
that they left. I guesse they had a reason to leave this old settlement, maybe
because the trapline is different away
from here and also fish were scarce
here and that is why they left” he said.
The official opening was made by
Kingfisher Lake Chief James Mamakwa
who welcomed everyone for coming,
“ We have been looking forward to
this event, I feel that it is a milestone
for us , 50 years when we moved out
of this settlement to start another
settlement. So we are so excited to
be back”. He continued. “ It is mainly
a gathering for everyone to socialize
and remember. A lot of people were
not born here, so there are elders here
that were born here and that is very
important .It’s also important that we
have this occasional event. The last 50
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Alvin Fiddler Grand Chief of NAN, Margret Kenequanash Executive Director Shibogama, James Morris Chief Kingfisher Lake,
Terry Waboose Deputy Grand Chief NAN, Derek Fox Deputy Grand Chief NAN, Stephen Sainnnawap, Former Deputy Chief Kingfisher Lake gather in Kingfisher Lake First Nation to celebrate their 50th anniversary. See more photos from the celebrations of
pages 10-11.
years to remember how we have gone
so far. There have been some high
moments and low moments, one of the
low moments, was losing our children,
we lost maybe 20 young people so that
was one of the darkest moments over
there in our lives over there in Kingfisher. These have been recorded we
have gone this far and im sure our children will carry that for us as they journey into they new lives , whatever they
do” he concluded.
Former Deputy Chief Stephen Sainnawap was next on stage he brought
with him some popcorn which he had
bought in 1965 from the old Hudsons
Bay Store and still had 50 years later
.“I was born in the Kingfisher Lake area
in 1960 And I am very happy that we

have a special gathering at Big Beaver
House. We moved from here in the
Spring of 1965 to make a new settlement here at Kingfisher Lake. Three of
the people at Big Beaver House moved
to Wunnimin Lake in 1960 and then
the few people who were left moved
to Kingfisher Lake in 1965 . But hunters and trappers often come back for
awhile to the original site to hunt and
fish” he said.
Guest speakers that included Alvin
Fiddler newly elected Grand Chief
of NAN and Deputy Chiefs Terry
Waboose and Derek Fox, Margret
Kenequanash Executive Director of
Shigogama also attended.
Fiddler explained,“ that it is important for the children to know their his-

tory and what they came from and also
the fact that they need to know the
importance of the Treaty and what it
means to them. It is also important for
the community to acknowledge and
thank those who worked hard to build
the NAN community at Kingfisher
Lake. It is always great as Grand Chief
to come to celebrations like this and
learn more about our history.”
Terry Waboose concurred, “I feel
really honored and gratified to be here,
it reinforces why I have chosen this to
be what I want to do in in life that is to
work for all the people of Anishinabe
Aski and other First Nations. It also
reminds me of the commonalities we
have as NAN First Nations the importance of the land, water ,trees and ani-

mals which our Creator has given us.
He added ,
“It is also very gratifying to see
many elders, men and women and
young people here on the occasion of
the 50th Anniverary of the homecoming to Big Beaver House. It is also good
to see the people receiving their treaty
annuity which keeps their honor and
reminds the Crown of their treaty obligations to us.
As the day went on a feast was prepared in which everyone partook
in followed by many elders who got
up on stage to tell stories of their life
in the settlement. Some years back
, fire had destroyed all the houses
that remained. For identity purposes
, stakes had been set where the various houses had once stood and many
elders took advantage to wander
around to search for the places they
greet up in.
As the afternoon came to a close
presentations of paintings were made
to the visiting dignitories after which
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler presented
James Mamakwe on behalf of NAN a
huge paddle which brought a round of
applause from the crowd, followed by
a Reverends Kitchikesik and Elizabeth
Sainnnawap who sang a hymn to bless
the day which concluded the event.
Elder Henry McKay 61 originally
from Wunnimin Lake but who has
resided in Kingfisher Kake for 43 years
summed up.
“My Grandfather took me around
this lake and we started talking about
the homecoming in 2014 to have a
50th Anniversary homecoming for the
Big Beaver House old settlement and
as of today, I am very happy to see it
happening. It’s 50years ago since we
saw the RCM police along with the
Treaty Party and there are some other
communities coming from Wunnimin,
Kasabonika and KI ( Big Trout ) we are
expecting to have a good gathering
and hope everyone will have a safe trip
home ” he said.
The festivities continued through to
Sunday when Chief James Mamakwe
closed the proceedings with a prayer.

Ojibwe language course to be offered in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick

Special to Wawatay News

Laughter and fun lessons
filled the first class of the
Ojibwe - Introduction to Conversations course, held Sept. 10
at the Oliver Road Community
Centre in Thunder Bay.
“I try to make it fun by doing
some games, singing some
songs and getting those adults
to get motivated by playing
just a simple game using the
vowels,” says Joanne Mendowegan, a native language
teacher with the Thunder Bay
Catholic District School Board
(TBCDSB) who is originally
from Ginoogaming. “After I

teach them the vowels, then we
will go into introduction. We
did a piece of it tonight — booshoo nindizhinikaas, hello my
name is.”
Beatrice Twance-Hynes, a
founding member of the Medicine Wheel Spirit Singers who
is originally from Pic River, says
the first class was “fun.”
“I’m interested in speaking
the language more,” TwanceHynes says. “I have taken a few
introductory courses before and
I know the sounds. I’d like to
speak more of it.”
Mendowegan says the
next class will focus on learning basic vocabulary such as
weather, counting, clothing,

food, birds and animal terms.
“Once they have learned
how to spell it and pronounce
it, then they will be able to recognize the sounds, how to spell
it and later on how to speak it,”
Mendowegan says. “This course
is going to be conversational.
Right now I am just getting …
them to know the sounds and
not to be tight and scared and
ashamed or whatever they are
feeling.”
The classes are offered to
parents and their children so
they can interact with one
another in Anishinabemowin.
About 20 people learned the
basics during the first class of
the provincially-funded course,

which was organized by Mishko
Bimaadziwin Family Support
Services. The organization pays
for some extras, such as coffee,
through its own fund-raising
efforts.
Mendowegan began her language career in 1988 by volunteering in a native language
class in Longlac. She then studied at Lakehead University’s
four-year Native Language
Instructors Program.
“After that I became a fulltime language teacher in Longlac at Our Lady of Fatima
School,” Mendowegan says.
“A few years later I moved to
Thunder Bay (to be) a full-time
native language teacher with

the Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board.”
Since joining TBCDSB about
20 years ago, Mendowegan has
developed her own resources
and materials for teaching
native language classes.
“My future goal is to write
curriculum in the language,”
Mendowegan says. “I want to
develop curriculum for language with the surrounding
communities in the Thunder
Bay area.”
In addition to Mendowegan’s
lessons, the course uses Patricia
Ningewance’s 400-page Ojibwe
language textbook: Talking
Gookom’s Language.
The Ojibwe - Introduction to

Conversations classes are held
on Thursday evenings from 7-9
p.m. at the Oliver Road Community Centre until December.
The location for classes in the
New Year has yet to be determined.
Mendowegan
previously
delivered a basic Ojibwe course
from January to March through
Mishko Bimaadziwin Family
Support Services. Another basic
Ojibwe course may be offered
this upcoming January if funding is approved.
“I just like passing on my heritage to people that like to learn
the language,” Mendowegan
says.
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Politics
Charlie Angus: WRN interview on new book Children of the Broken Treaty
Richard Spence

Special to Wawatay News

Richard: Alright, so, we have
Charlie Angus here with us, can
you introduce yourself.
Charlie: Good afternoon
Wawatay listeners, its Charlie
Angus. I’ve been your Member
of Parliament, I’m a candidate
for NDP, but today I’m here as
a book author talking about my
book, Children of the Broken
Treaty.
R.S: What inspired you to
write the book?
C.A: I was asked last spring
to go to a school in Markham
to talk about Shannen’s Dream
and the amazing fight that the
youth in James Bay led to get
that school built. And I walked
into a gymnasium of 600 students who were all excited to
talk about this. Many of them
were brand new immigrants
to Canada, little Muslim girls,
from Syria, and Ethiopia. And
their hero, their role model
was Shannen Koostachin. And I
thought that’s a really powerful
image of all these young people so far from our region who
looked to the young woman
from James Bay who fought
for equal rights and they see a
hero. So started to do research,
and I was going to tell the story
of the campaign but then I
began to look back in the documents, I had thousands of pages
of government documents that
I’ve uncovered. And I find that
this fight for education, it goes
back to the signing of the treaty,
Fort Albany, and Moose Factory, 1905, 1906, And the failure of the government to live
up to that obligation when they
signed the treaty. That’s the
beginning of this struggle, and
so I tried to lay it out for readers who might not know the history.
R.S: How long have you
worked on this book, what kind
of research did you do?

C.A: As I said, ever since
the Attawapiskat School fight
2008, before that Kashachewan
water crisis people remember.
I’ve been trying to get as many
government documents as I
can on the issue so I can really
understand it. I started to write
the book in earnest in March
of last year. I worked straight
through the summer on it. And
then we were ready to go to the
publishers last fall, and then
we had to do a lot more writing
and rewriting, so now the book
is out. So it started last spring of
2014.
R.S: How did you first hear
about Shannen’s movement,
and what made you feel you
could help her in her venture
for better schools for all First
Nations children?
C.A: Well, I was called by the
community in late 2007 when
the latest government minister Chuck Strahl cancelled the
school. I was shocked, we had
letters from ministers, we had
documents, everything was
moving forward. I had been
in the meetings in 2005 with
minister Andy Scott, where
Shannen’s older sister Serena was there, at age 13, and
the government promised a
school. The community told
me they were going to fight
for that school, that they were
going to fight for the rights of
their young people. I went up
into the community and Shannen was, at that time, one of
the grade 8 students who were
organizing the kids to stand up
and fight. I noticed her then,
and I started to see a young
leader emerging, we had no
idea that she would become
such a powerful voice in the
movement. But what’s really
important for people to think
about is that the federal government cancels schools all the
time on reserves, they break
promises all the time. Here is
one time that young people
stood up and said “no”, and it
really changed how Canadians

see these issues, and it opened
a lot of people’s eyes. So, Shannen was a real emotional force
and she touched a lot of people.
R.S.: Why do you feel Shannen’s dream is so important?
C.A.: Well, the fight initially
was to get the government to
live up to their promise to build
that school, it took a battle that
went all the way to the United
Nations. We had thousands and
thousands of students across
Canada who joined that fight,
took it to the government,
never stopped until the government finally announced they
would build that school. And
we have that beautiful school
in Attawapiskat now, but Shannen never lived to see that
school. And w hens she died in
2010, I was getting phone calls
from across Canada who were
crying, who couldn’t believed
she had passed away. Education leaders, First Nation leaders, labor, and union leaders.
And they said, “we’ve got to
do something to honor this
girls memory.” And at that
time, Shannen’s friend Chelsea Edwards in Attawapiskat
was saying ‘we got to keep this
movement going” so Shannen’s
dream the movement, not just
for the school in Attawapiskat,
but to ensure that all schools,
in every reserve, we have good
schools, and every child in
every community has the right
to quality education. And that’s
been the real push politically,
and socially, to carry on that
legacy of Shannen, to fight for
all the children.
R.S.: What do you hope the
book will achieve now that its
been published?
C.A.: The book tells some
very hard stories, it talks about
the signing of the Treaty, what
went on in the negotiations.
From the perspective that the
promise that the government
made was that they would provide education, and they broke
that promise almost immedi-

ately. I have a lot of the documents on St. Anne’s Residential
School. What the government
knew, what the government
failed to do to protect the children. The reason its important
to tell this story is you see, that
the systemic negligence on the
part of the government, it goes
right through from that breaking of the promise of the treaty
up to today. People need to
know that history, they need to
know what happened, so, for
the new generation in James
Bay, and indigenous country,
it’s an important history. But
for non-indigenous people, I
didn’t know anything about the
Treaty, I didn’t know any of the
history when I was elected as
member of parliament. So I’m
hoping people will learn from
this, but that they will also then
see some of the really positive
ways that change can be made.
And that there are young people, and there are good people
out there from all races, who
want to make sure that we have
a relationship based on respect
in this country.
R.S.: Why is important for
First Nations to move forward
with their education?
C.A.: I think education is the
key for the future, you know,
I come from, my family were
Scottish immigrants, my grandmother was from Aural culture,
so that’s where I learned my
history. My grandparents had
very little education, but they
wanted the next generation to
learn to be articulate, and able
to stand up for themselves. This
is what we want for our young
people, so that they take their
place as leaders, and I see the
potential in region, I see the
potential in the young people. If
they have the resources, they’re
going to transform this country.
R.S.: As a political figure,
what positive changes have you
seen in terms of First Nation
and government relations?
C.A.: I think things are
changing all the time, there’s

no such thing as standing still.
Before I was elected I was working with the Algonquin nation
down in Quebec. And the government never came to talk
to the community, the government never came wanted
to negotiate about land, and
resources, and mining companies, and forestry companies.
The idea of IBA, IBA’s and the
idea of consultation, I was
involved in running blockades
to get people to come to the
table. So things have changed
a lot in that sense, those are
good changes, where now, it’s
understood the need to consult.
But we need to move forward in
this relationship, and certainly
the issue of ensuring good quality education for young people,
I think is key to bringing good
change in the relationship
between Canada and the indigenous peoples of this land.

as the rest of Canada.
C.A.: Well, I think the government, its not just this one,
we saw this under the previous Martin and Chretien governments, and going all the
way back. Governments just
didn’t bother to live up to their
responsibilities, which have to
change. I think this election is
going to be a dramatic change.
For the first time I really see
the young indigenous voices
of Canada getting active, and
they’re tired of Steven Harper
and his colonial attitudes, and
his attitude that he’s like the big
white boss, and he’s going to
boss the communities around.
Those days are over, so I think
the first step is we have to
throw them out and the vote
will give people power, and
then from there lets start to
restore and lets start to rebuild
a better relationship.

R.S.: What do you think Canada can do to better help native
communities?
C.A.: I think we need to bring
in the Shannen’s Dream which
was a motion we passed in parliament to close that funding
gap to make sure that all our
schools on all the reserves, we
have good quality schools for
the young people. We need to
do that. We need to that. We
need to build this nation-tonation relationship of respect.
I don’t think any of us has an
idea how we’re going to fix the
wrong course of the last 150
years, but you begin to fix it by
beginning to talk, and to show
respect, and to listen to each
other, and to work together.
This is certainly something that
Thomas Mulcair in the New
Democrats, and we have Romeo
Saganash, our member of parliament from the Quebec side
of James Bay. We need to start
restoring a relationship, but we
got to do that by building trust.

R.S.: What is your hope for
the federal election in terms of
First Nation issues?
C.A.: I think if First Nation
communities come out to vote,
there won’t be a conservative standing between Quebec
and British Columbia. That’s
a fact in terms of the percentage whether you look at communities like Winnipeg, Thunder Bay, Regina, Saskatoon,
Edmonton, anywhere in northern Ontario the First Nation
vote, communities have enormous power. So first of all we
have to change this government
cause they’re on the wrong
track. I’m hoping we’ll have a
strong democratic government,
and we can then sit down and
say “What is it we need to do
to rebuild this relationship.”
One of those things is going to
be the issues of clean water, to
make sure all the communities
have access to it. Better planned
housing. And I’m hoping that
we can really start to move forward so that the communities
can see their young people getting the hopes they need.

R.S.: A lot of people in the
communities don’t really have
the same education standards
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Health
SLFNHA Celebrates Twenty Five Years of dedication
Geoff Shields

Special to Wawatay News

The evening of September
the 15th saw 240 employees and friends of the Sioux
Lookout First Nations Health
Authority gathering in the main
auditorium of the Sioux Lookout Royal Canadian Legion to
celebrate the first twenty five
years of the organizations existence.
The evening opened with
a prayer from Board Elder
Thomas Spade followed by
Emcee Ennis Fiddler who welcomed everyone then went on
to mention that “ That we are
here to welcome 25 years of
the Sioux Lookout First Nations
Health Authority ” then drew a
laugh from the crowd by mentioning Charlene Samuel CoChair as the oldest employee
in the organization as she was
the first employee in 1991 when
it first started. He then introduced John Cutfeet.
Cutfeet proceeded to give a
brief rundown on the history of
SLFNA “ But im sure Charlene
knows a lot more ” he said. He
went on to relate a story about
in the early days a woman in
Sandy Lake who was expecting
a child went to her nursing station and was told she wasn’t in
labour with a resulting in complications, as a result five men
from Sandy Lake one of whom
was a diabetic went on a hunger
strike to protest about the deterioration of equitable and quality healthcare for First Nation
communities which resulted
in an agreement between the

SLFNHA celecbrated their 25th anniversary in Sioux Lookout.
Federal Government and Nishnawbe Aski Nation to improve
health services . He finished
with stressing how important
it was for today and the future
from the point of view from the
people who will be there.”
The next speaker, Sol
Mamakwa is Health Director
for SLFNA he delivered brief
background about the various
departments such as Nodin, Client Services, Human Resources
It that make up SLFNHA including the Hostel and then continued with a a breakdown on the
eleven people who make up the
Board of Directors he ended his
speech with “ We hope that the

organization will continue to
service the Northern Communities , thank you very much”
Director James Morris spoke
next about what the future
held and followed with a story
of how he met the first guest
speaker Joyce Peters when she
was a young woman in Cat Lake
.He then proceeded to introduce her.
Peters gave an impassioned
speech about what remote community is .She spoke of the difficulties that Elders in remote
communities have when they
are being denied health facilities in Winnipeg which is closer
but instead have to travel to

photos by Geoff Shields

Thunder Bay.
“ We have to start working together as humans not
as Canadian citizens but recognizing that we need help”.
She went on to talk abouthow
chemicals are affecting the
health of First Nations people,
“ I want to be here with my children to watch them have children ” she said.
Mentioning the difference in how the government
approaches the health needs of
Northern Ontario and Southern
Ontario she posed the question
to the audience as to why do
people have to travel and the
urgent need for a care clinic in

Sioux Lookout.
“It’s up to our leaders to
make a decision for what we
want to have for our health
care” she concluded.
The final speaker was Andrea
Landry a professor inn Political
Science and Native Studies at
Saskatchewan University who is
also a Youth Therapist involved
in community work. She
emphasized the need for people
to get back to the land if they
wished to find the answer for
a healthy lifestyle.“ We should
go to the root of the problem,
the system , peoples bodies are
now relying on pharmaceutical
properties instead of the land.”
She continued “Doing community based work ,working as
one,no junk food in reserve gas
stations. There will come a time
when we will see the crisis as it
really is” she said .
At the conclusion of her
speech, Thomas Spade said
grace and all present adjourned
for a buffet style meal while
they were entertained by
Anishinabe musician Elizabeth
Hill who sang haunting songs in
her native language.
With the conclusion of supper awards inscribed with the
name of the Reserve and the
words “Thank you for your
dedication and leadership –
Miigwetch “ were presented
to representatives of the First
Nations reserves who were in
the audience with absent members being put aside for a later
date. Followed by individual
awards to the many individuals who have helped make SLFNHA what it is today. The event

closed with a prayer from board
elder Emily Jacob.
The evening was a success
according to John Cutfeet.
“ I think we have come a long
way to provide the service that
our people need in the communities have been requesting.
The idea was to take over those
programs and a community
approach to better deliver the
things that will benefit the community people ”.
James Morris concurred,“
I feel good we have accomplished a lot, we have come a
long way but we still have a
long way to go .”He continued
, “ We know where we come
from, we have a new hospital
and hostel now, we have more
doctors but I think if you listen
to your people we still have a lot
of work to do to make people
more healthy, we need to focus
on elevating the peoples health
status. I think that is what we
have to focus on for the next 25
years” he said.
Ennis Fiddler summed up
with,“I think it is really good
to reach the 25 year year milestone and tosee some of the
changes that have taken place
in healthcare over the years.
There is certainly a lot more
that is required to improve
access to health care when our
people need it and that will
require a lot of good will that
will make it necessary to make
those changes as the Sioux
Lookout First Nations Health
Authority. We will continue to
lobby for improved healthcare
as set out by past leadership” he
concluded.
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Commentary

Reflections on
playing games
Xavier Kataquapit

www.underthenorthernsky.com

I

come from a video game
generation. I was 12 when I
played my first home video
game console in my home community of Attawapiskat on the
James Bay coast.
My family was not able to
afford such luxuries as video
games when we were very
young. It wasnít until the early
1990s when our family could
afford extras. I can remember
spending hours with my brothers Joseph and Paul playing
Super Nintendo games like
Super Mario Bros, F-Zero,
Double Dragon, Mortal Combat
and Star Fox. Our friends would
come around and we in turn
would go and visit their homes
to play on their systems.
Life was not easy for us as
children on a remote Native
community so these games
provided us an easy escape
into other make believe worlds
where we could have a lot of
fun. Mom and dad frowned
on us playing too much for too
long as there were far too many
chores and work that had to be
done around the house. They
regularly stopped our game
play to send us to our work
or to get us to go outside for a
while. I have to admit that back
then, the games were relatively
simple and after a few rounds,
it was easy to figure out what
worked, how to cheat and how
to beat the game. Fortunately
for us, I can remember becoming bored with games quickly
because once you figured them
out, game play was too easy to
be enjoyable.
In the mid 90s, gaming
exploded and it quickly became
a rich manís world where I
could not really afford the latest, greatest games. Rather, I
enjoyed player versus player
video games and in particular
the EA NHL hockey series,
as developers came out with
a new version each year. My
brothers and friends and I spent
many weekends playing virtual
tournaments with one another.
When my brothers and cousins
got together to play our digital
hockey competitions, there was
always plenty of uncontrollable laughter as things were so
intense and of course we were
fueled by soda pop, candy and
chips too. Often, our parents
or other siblings would find us
rolling on the floor laughing
and when we tried to explain
our game play and the reason it
was funny we could never communicate with someone outside
the game as to what was so
humorous.
After becoming an adult I
took a break from gaming. I
was getting busy with my
own work in writing and the
new games were either too
expensive, too complicated, too
violent or too individualistic for
me. I never really enjoyed first

person shooters where the goal
was to kill endless characters to
rack up points. The best thing
about gaming for me was in
merely being part of a familiar
and fun group that enjoyed
doing the same thing.
My priorities had changed
and I chose some interesting
work writing about First Nation
issues and topics and I discovered traveling. I was not one of
those people that purchased an
expensive Xbox or Playstation.
Instead, I moved on to gaming
on my computer with more
creative strategy games. A year
ago a young friend of mine Jack
Vokes introduced me to a simple game called Minecraft and
since then I have enjoyed a taste
of that old gaming fun I remembered from long ago. Minecraft
is an open ended creative game
that keeps score if you are
watching, creative if you want
it that way, competitive if you
are playing with others or what
I enjoy most, cooperative if you
wish it to be.
The gameplay is simple, your
character is born or spawned
into a virtual world that you
can freely explore over ground,
water, forests and deserts. This
game is really about architecture and building as you can dig
deep underground or raise a
building high into the sky. The
game is so open ended that you
can set it to whatever difficulty
you please and on top of that
it was created to connect players together in virtual worlds
through online gaming. Minecraft has no digital world filled
with high definition monsters,
demons, warlocks, witches, soldiers, attack helicopters, space
ships or aliens. There isnít even
a complicated storyline. Rather
Minecraft is just a simple world
that is easy to load, easy on
bandwidth and simple to play.
I have grown to love the
game because of its simplicity and ease of access. Instead
of buying a big name console
with high definition graphics in
order to play a fifty dollar game
title that goes on and on with
dramatic story telling, character
development and epic hours of
long game play, I play this simple $20 game on my computer
and connect with hundreds of
people in a simple relaxed open
game play.
Minecraft is the game I
would suggest for any young
person interesting in gaming.
It is not violent and hell bent
on promoting virtual realistic
death and destruction like
many popular titles. Instead it
is a creative game that leaves
it to the individual to play with
their imagination. I only wish
I would have had Minecraft
around when I was twelve years
old. It would have helped me
in terms of creativity and construction techniques.
www.underthenorthernsky.
com

Mike Koostachin/Special to Wawatay News

Fort Albany’s Kevin Edwards washes his front-end loader in late September getting it ready for the winter road season along the
James Bay coast. The winter road usually is open from early January to the end of March.

The Cree connection on Mars
Xavier Kataquapit

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Y

ou might have seen in
national news articles
recently that a small bit of
land on Mars has been named
for Winnipeg. NASA, is currently exploring Mars with the
Curiosity rover and for some
reason the officials in control
of this project decided that the
small piece of land that is being
explored in detail should be
called after Winnipeg.
It is believed that the exploration of Winnipeg on Mars
could end up telling us if there
was or even is life on the planet
in some form. Although nobody
knows for sure why NASA
called this tiny spot on Mars
Winnipeg it is believed that it
has something to do with news
articles a couple of years ago
that reported that Winnipeg
was experiencing a deep freeze
and the temperature for awhile
was colder than on Mars.
The Curiosity rover is actually studying the rocks and
environment on Winnipeg,
Mars in a place called the Mur-

ray formation to establish how
they were formed and what
they are made of. Although
NASA is not saying, they are
trying to figure out if there are
precious metals that could be
mined. My guess is that there
must be a lot of interest in this
exploration for resource based
interests.
What the NASA people don’t
realize and what everybody
who is reporting this story
failed to notice is that Winnipeg
is actually originally a Cree
word that means muddy body
of water. Before I ever heard
of Winnipeg, Manitoba I only
identified that term Winnipeg
or as we pronounce it in Cree
Weenaybek in reference to the
great James Bay. As a matter
of fact everyone I knew up the
James Bay coast referred to the
bay as Weenaybek. Later, when
I moved further along as a child
in my education I was surprised
to find out that there was actually a Canadian city named
Winnipeg.
Our Cree elders have in
the past referred to the bay as
Weenaybek and they still do

today. Everyone on the James
Bay coast refers to James Bay
as Weenaybek rather than the
English name it was given. As a
matter of fact one of the returning Cree boys from Attawapiskat who was dragged off to
World War One in 1917 was
deposited in Winnipeg on his
return to Canada. When asked
where he wanted to be returned
to on arriving back in Canada
he replied that he wanted to
go back to Weenaybek or Winnipeg so the military officials
simply transported him by train
to Winnipeg, Manitoba. It took
him some months to figure
out how to get back to what he
knew as Weenaybek which is of
course referred to as James Bay
and Attawapiskat.
So many cities, towns, lakes,
rivers and places in Canada
are named for Native original
names. Obviously, this has to
do with the fact that we were
the first people on this land
mass and we already had place
names from coast to coast.
We had settlements, hunting
and gathering lands and we
travelled the lakes and rivers as

our highways. It is fitting that
our presence is still very much
felt across Canada as we were
here in the beginning and we
still live, hunt, fish and gather
on our traditional lands right
across this country. The best
example of Aboriginal names is
in the name of our capital city
ñ Ottawa, named for a group
of Aboriginal people who were
traders. The city is also located
in the province of Ontario, an
Aboriginal word that refers to
lakes and the name of our country Canada is also an Aboriginal
word from the Iroquoian language meaning ‘village’.
I find it amusing that an
important little part of Mars has
been named for the Cree word
Weenaybek or Winnipeg which
means of course muddy water.
Perhaps there is something to
this afterall. Maybe, just maybe
NASA’ s Curiosity rover exploration will lead to the discovery
of water. At the very least we
as First Nation people can be
proud of the fact that we have a
connection to Mars. Maybe we
always had that link.
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The September issue
of Wawatay News was
delayed by two weeks due
to a technical error with
software. I want to extend
my deepest apologies to
the communities Wawatay
serves for the delay, as
well as our partners and
advertisers. The issue has
been resolved and I will
continue to provide the
best quality news service
that you all deserve. Thank
you for your understanding.
-Chris Kornacki, Editor
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Health

Deer Lake walks for dialysis machine
Rick Garrick

Special to Wawatay News

The Deer Lake dialysis walkers — Donna and Mark Meekis, Eva and Eric Nothing and
daughter Jocelyn Nothing —
completed more than one million steps on their journey to
Winnipeg and Thunder Bay.
“I am proud of them for what
they did and what they accomplished,” says Deer Lake Chief
Roy Dale Meekis, who joined
the walkers for about 54 kilometres of the walk, including
the final 12 kilometres. “Now
the negotiating begins because
there are many people calling to
assist us.”
Chief Meekis says the community is currently in discussions with health officials about
which dialysis machines are
suitable for the fly-in remote
community.
“They said they were going
to identify which machines are
suitable for Deer Lake,” Meekis
says. “That is where we are at
the moment, and we will keep
in touch and see where we can
go from here.”
Meekis says the community
is also talking with a Toronto
service club about the donation
of a dialysis machine.
“We accomplished quite a
few things getting here,” Meekis says on Aug. 28, at the end
of the 18-day walk in Thunder
Bay. “Deer Lake has over a thousand (people living) on reserve,

photo by Rick Garrick

Deer Lake Chief Roy Dale Meekis and the Deer Lake dialysis walkers arrived in Thunder Bay after completing more than 1 million steps to Winnipeg and Thunder Bay.
and 15 per cent of them have
diabetes. We don’t know exactly
the numbers of them who have
left the community to get access
to the dialysis machines.”
Meekis says community
members who leave the community for dialysis treatment
are usually “stuck in the cities.”
Dialysis patients usually receive

treatment three times a week.
“Up there we live off the
land,” Meekis says. “Here they
can’t — the only thing available
is fries — bad food.”
Mark Meekis says a dialysis
machine located in the community would provide community members who have left for
treatment with more options.

“They will have their own
choices if they want to continue with the one they have,”
Mark says. “Or they can come
home and spend a week at least
— that would help too. If they
come home for a week, that will
brighten up their spirits.”
The five walkers walked for
about 877 kilometres, first from

Red Lake to Winnipeg and then
from Vermilion Bay to Thunder
Bay, with spokesperson Marcus Meekis driving the support
vehicle.
“We have blisters and everything,” Marcus says. “We need
new feet now. But we made it.”
Marcus says the walkers
received “all kinds of dona-

tions” along their journey.
“We haven’t counted how
much we have for donations,
but I believe we got a good surprise,” Marcus says.
Mark says the walkers didn’t
try writing letters to big companies for donations.
“It’s got to come from their
heart, how they feel inside,”
Mark says. “That’s how we
looked at it. But overall, it’s for
the people.”
Mark says each walker went
through about four or five pairs
of shoes during the walk.
“I can tell you, those insoles,
they just wear out right away,”
Mark says. “And those foot powders, they just turn to chalk and
it feels like you’re walking on
pebbles.”
Mark says he didn’t count
his steps on the journey, he just
kept walking.
“Sometimes we didn’t stop
walking until about two in the
morning, three in the morning, four in the morning,” Mark
says. “I just tried not to think
about anything else other than
the walk itself. I cleared my
mind (and thought) about the
people who can’t come home —
that’s all we did it for.”
Mark says he wouldn’t want
to move to the city for dialysis
treatment.
“I spend most of my time
fishing,” Mark says. “It’s not like
the way it is back home. And to
be on our own land, the places
we know, the lakes we know.”
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Politics
Anishinabek-Ontario Summit seeks better relationships
Rick Garrick

Special to Wawatay News

The Anishinabek Nation
chiefs are looking forward to a
better relationship with the provincial government after meeting with Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne at the AnishinabekOntario Summit.
“We do have a very cohesive group of chiefs who are
breaking a trail in a number
of fronts,” says Anishinabek
Nation Grand Council Chief
Patrick Madahbee, “particularly in the area of governance
on education, on child wellbe-

ing, economic development
— economic stimulus of our
communities is probably one
of our major issues that we are
talking to with the government
— (and) resource revenue sharing.”
Madahbee and 33 of the
39 Anishinabek chiefs met
with Wynne and eight provincial ministers during the
summit, including Northern
Development and Mines Minister Michael Gravelle; Natural
Resources and Forestry Minister
Bill Mauro; Aboriginal Affairs
Minster David Zimmer; Health
and Long-Term Care Minis-

ter Eric Hoskins; Children and
Youth Services Minister Tracy
MacCharles; Education Minister Liz Sandals; and Economic
Development, Employment and
Infrastructure Minster Brad
Duguid.
“We’ve had a very great
exchange of information and
we’re looking forward to the
rest of the afternoon, and more
importantly, the tables going
forward where we sit down and
get some real traction on resolving issues,” Madahbee says. “In
terms of our being a very active
part of the economy of each of
the regions here, we’re look-

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

INSPIRING
ABORIGINAL SCHOLARS
Welcoming you to experience our:
• Indigenous Learning Degree Program

• Native Teacher Education Program

• University Prep Access Program

• Native Language Instructors Program

• Native Nurses Entry Program

• Honours Bachelor of Education (Aboriginal) P/J

aboriginalinitiatives.lakeheadu.ca

1-807-766-7219
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Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne and eight cabinet ministers met with Anishinabek Nation Grand Council
Chief Patrick Madahbee and 33 of the 39 Anishinabek chiefs during the Anishinabek-Ontario Summit.
ing forward to a much more
enhanced relationship with Premier Wynne and her cabinet.”
Issues discussed during the
summit included a partnership
to combat prescription drug
abuse, a commitment to Sudbury’s Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder diagnostic centre,
resource benefit sharing, gasoline and tobacco taxes, community emergency response plan
development and the Anishinabek Nation Child Well-Being
Law.
“This summit is an opportunity for our government and
First Nation leadership to work
together on shared priorities,”
Wynne says. “There are a number of areas where we have a

lot of work to do. The (Political) Accord that was signed
this week (with Regional Chief
Isadore Day) is really a framework that would not have been
possible if we weren’t already
working together.”
The Ontario Chiefs in Assembly adopted the Political Accord
to strengthen the voices of First
Nations through government
to government processes that
recognize the diversity in First
Nation communities.
Wynne says everybody in
Ontario needs to understand
they are treaty people, not just
First Nations people.
“The summit and the Political Accord I believe are part of
a new chapter between Ontario
and First Nations working
together,” Wynne says. “I look
forward to the solutions we
are going to be able to find as a
result of that relationship.”
Wynne says a recently completed draft master agreement
on education is an example of
how the province and Anishinabek Nation can work together.
“That is a practical example
of how we can work together to

change the relationship to allow
for the rightful jurisdiction of
First Nations and at the same
time recognize that there is a
place for partnerships and there
is a place for mutual support,”
Wynne says.
Madahbee says the Anishinabek Nation has been working
with the provincial government
for “quite a few months.”
“The presence of the premier and (eight) of her cabinet
ministers really sends a strong
message to our leadership
about their willingness to work
together,” Madahbee says. “Our
chiefs have a whole number
of practical ideas that we are
presenting to government on
how we can meet the charge in
terms of First Nation issues. We
have a number of things we are
well advanced on, for example
the Child Well-Being Law, the
education issues the premier
spoke about, we have the economic blueprint, we have a
whole number of areas we are
working on in terms of resource
revenue sharing and in the
health area as well.”

Saturday, December 12, 2015 at 9:30 am
Wequedong Lodge of Thunder Bay
435 Balmoral Street
Thunder Bay, ON
Board Room
Accepting Nominations for Board Positions
Applications for membership are available at:
Administration Office 656 City Road
Fort William First Nation, Ontario
Or Call (807) 622-2977

Place Your Business Ad Here

sales@wawatay.on.ca
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Education

Teach for Canada launches in the North
for Canada’s director of teacher
development. “The teachers got
to meet community members,
they got to meet some of the
students they will be teaching,
they got to speak with Elders
and learn from them.”
Bortlis says the teachers
learned it was important to
include community knowledge
and community resources in
their classes so students can
feel, see and be represented in
their classrooms.
“We have been preparing
these teachers so they can be
culturally responsive and open
and caring when they go up
to their communities,” Bortlis
says. “So they understand that
teaching in the north is very
different from teaching in the
south.”
More than 300 teachers
applied for the initial Teach for
Canada program. The program
will be held again next summer.
A group of 31 teachers took part in a four-week Teach for Canada summer enrichment program at Lakehead University to be better prepared for teaching in northwestern Ontario First Nation communities.
Manitowabi.
“We’ll put them up and show
them a fun and enriching experience,” Hills says, quoting Bull
and Manitowabi. “We went
fishing on Lac Seul — I caught
seven fish and each teacher
caught at least three or four
fish.”
The teachers also ran a ball
hockey tournament for children
in the community and participated in a community feast.
“It was a fantastic opportunity,” says Eric Bortlis, Teach

WAWATAY NEWS AD PROOF
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Kiitigaan Aski is derived from the Oji-Cree language that means “good things
growing on the land.”
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to food. It could be your favourite hunting story, favourite traditional recipe, pictures
of your ‘biggest catch’, your garden, a traditional teaching you’ve received; anything
that relates to food. This information is needed so that communities are able to
share their food knowledge and experiences across NAN territory via the website.
Please submit your stories to: astewart@nan.on.ca
or fax to 1-807-623-7730 ‘Attention: Alana’
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community located about 620
kilometres northwest of Thunder Bay, shared his experiences
with the novice teachers. He
plans to teach in Kitchenuhmayooosib Inninuwug, an
independent fly-in community
located about 580 kilometres
north of Thunder Bay, this year.
“When you go into the community, you’re not just hired
to teach — you’re invited to
belong,” James says. “It is
important to get out into the
community. If you’ve got a few
minutes and there is a jamboree, go and listen to some fantastic music. If there is a potluck
or something is happening in
the kitchen during crisis, grab
your potato peeler. Get out
there and be part of the community.”
The 31 teachers learned
about history and culture during the first week of classes,
about the communities during
the second week, about pedagogy during the third week and
about physical health and wellness during the fourth week.
“No teacher has been better prepared for teaching in a
northern community than these
31 teachers,” says Kyle Hill,
Teach for Canada’s executive
director.
Hill adds that the group of
teachers were invited to Lac
Seul by Chief Clifford Bull and
education director Jennifer

Ce

Onigaming and Lac La Croix.
“All the teachers going to a
school got to talk to their education directors for the whole
day,” Streufert says. He plans to
teach in Eabametoong, a fly-in
NAN community located about
300 kilometres northeast of
Thunder Bay.
The teachers’ July 29-August
2 visit to Lac Seul was a hit for
Roxanne Martin, a Nipissing
University education graduate
originally from Wikwemikong.
She plans to teach in the roadaccessible Grand Council Treaty
#3 community, which is located
about 290 kilometres northwest
of Thunder Bay.
“I got to see a few of my
Grade 3-4s,” Martin says.
“Some of them were so cute
and some of them were like ‘Oh,
you’re our new teacher.’”
Martin says the teachers
developed a support network
during their Teach for Canada
sessions at Lakehead University
and Lac Seul.
“It’s long overdue — it’s
finally time that we have a support network (where) we can
work together in the north, but
also on Facebook or via media,”
Martin says. “Just so we know
we are not alone and we have
each other to lean on.”
Clinton James, a Nipissing
University education graduate
and 11-year teaching veteran
in Sachigo Lake, a NAN fly-in

ay
Ojibw

Lakehead University recently
hosted Teach for Canada’s Summer Enrichment Program to
prepare 31 teachers for teaching positions in seven northwestern Ontario First Nation
communities.
“Make sure you get out and
meet people and do whatever
you can to become a part of
the community while you are
there,” says Cynthia WesleyEsquimaux, Lakehead University’s Vice Provost (Aboriginal
Initiatives). “Interacting with
the community is the best way
to build relationships and trust,
after all it’s their kids you are
teaching, and their First Nation
you are living in.”
Wesley-Esquimaux shared
her experiences of teaching
in the fly-in Nishnawbe Aski
Nation community of Muskrat
Dam with the teachers during
an August 4 session. She had
been asked to teach at Muskrat
Dam’s school while working on
her PhD in the community during 2000-2001. The community
of about 212 on-reserve citizens
is located about 500 kilometres
north of Thunder Bay.
“I really enjoyed teaching students in Grades 3-5 in
one class and 6-8 in another
for several months,” WesleyEsquimaux says. “It was a great
learning experience.”
The four-week Summer
Enrichment Program featured
meetings with First Nation
educators, community members and students to prepare
the teachers for their positions
this school year. The sessions
were held at Lakehead University’s Avila Centre from July
20-August 15, with a five-day
trip to Lac Seul.
“This gave me a lot of insight
into northern communities, the
northern culture and how best
I can fit into this community,”
says Erik Streufert, a Queens
University education graduate originally from London,
Ontario. “They have given us
lots of strategies for teaching
ideas and creating connections
with the community. So when
we go there we know who to
ask before we do something to
make sure it is appropriate for
the community.”
The program included two
days of information sessions
with education directors and
community members from the
seven communities — Eabametoong, Lac Seul, Kitchenuhmayooosib Inninuwug, Deer Lake,
Big Grassy River, Ojibways of

Further your career and be part of the unique culture of the NE CCAC!
This position will be assigned to a district school board to advise educators,
develop individual care plans in collaboration with other professionals and
assist school boards in developing strategies to address mental health and
addiction needs.
We can offer you a rewarding experience in health care that includes:
great employer paid health benefits; four weeks vacation plus float days;
Employee Assistance Program (EAP); flexible work schedules; access to
mentors; professional development opportunities; and Healthcare of
Ontario Pension Plan (HOOPP).
Our staff appreciate autonomy and control of their workday so
they can achieve a good work-life balance.
The NE CCAC is an equal opportunity employer. Our supportive and caring
work environment makes the NE CCAC an attractive place of employment.
For more information and to apply for this job opportunity, please visit our
Website at www.healthcareathome.ca/northeast/en and reference
job posting #166-15.
SUDBURY

nan.on.ca
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Business
Wataynikaneyap Power signs new partnership agreement
Rick Garrick

Special to Wawatay News

The future is looking brighter
for 16 remote First Nations after
Wataynikaneyap Power signed
a partnership agreement with
FortisOntario Inc. and Renewable Energy Systems (RES)

Canada Inc.
“It will be really good for our
communities because we will
be off diesel generation,” says
Wapekeka Chief Brennan Sainnawap after the signing ceremony. “It gives us safe power
to use for our people.”
Sainnawap says his commu-

nity’s diesel power generation
plant is located close to the centre of the community.
“With that gone, it should
help us with the noise pollution
too,” Sainnawap says. “We are
concerned about spills all the
time, when you have to bring in
fuel by the winter road or even

A group of First Nation, business and government leaders signed a partnership agreement that brings the
proposed Wataynikaneyap Power transmission line closer to fruition.

Hepatitis C Support Service
REFERRALS
The Hepatitis C Case Coordinator is now accepting referrals for all First
Nations people at risk of acquiring, living with or affected by the hepatitis C
virus (HCV), who reside in the 33 communities served by SLFNHA.
The Case Coordinator will provide:
• Case management
• Assistance in accessing HCV testing, care and treatment
• Ongoing support
• Coordination and collaboration with health care providers, community
and treatment partners
• Education to clients, communities and service providers
Should you require referral forms or additional information on the Hepatitis
C Support Service please contact 807-737-6190 or visit www.SLFNHA.com
under Health Services Regional Wellness Response Program.
Self-referrals also accepted.

houses once again.”
Mamakwa says his community has been asking questions
about when the project will
start.
“Now I can finally tell them
when this is moving forward,”
Mamakwa says.
Construction of the transmission line is scheduled for 2018,
but a firm government funding arrangement is required
in addition to the partnership
agreement to make the project
a reality.
“Through analysis by the
Independent Electricity System
Operator, it has been estimated
that up to $1 billion in savings
would be realized by reducing
reliance on diesel generation
for these 21 remote First Nation
communities,” Chiarelli says.
“What we really should have
as well is a federal partner to
support this effort. That $1 billion in savings — most of that
accrues to the federal government, which is responsible for
funding the cost of diesel fuel
shipments and the infrastructure for diesel.”
Wataynikaneyap
Power
is equally owned by 20 First
Nation communities: Bearskin Lake, Cat Lake, Deer Lake,
Kasabonika Lake, Keewaywin,
Kingfisher Lake, Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug, Lac
Seul, McDowell Lake, Muskrat Dam, North Caribou Lake,
North Spirit Lake, Poplar Hill,
Sandy Lake, Sachigo Lake, Slate
Falls, Wabigoon Lake, Wapekeka, Wawakapewin and Wunnumin Lake.
Wataynikaneyap Power’s
goal is to provide clean and

accessible power for residents,
businesses and industry in the
region and to maximize opportunities and benefits for First
Nations.
“RES Canada is pleased to
join Wataynikaneyap Power
and FortisOntario in the completion and ownership of the
Wataynikaneyap Transmission
Project,” says Glen Davis, president/CEO of RES Canada. “This
cost-effective and much-needed
project will serve remote communities, reduce diesel subsidies, create jobs and stimulate
economic development.”
RES Canada has constructed
more than 1,000 kilometres of
transmission lines and more
than 8,000 MW of utility-scale
renewable energy and energy
storage projects throughout
the United States, Canada and
Chile.
“FortisOntario is honoured to
be selected as the transmission
partner for Wataynikaneyap
Power,” says Bill Daley, president/CEO of FortisOntario.
“We look forward to a collaborative partnership for the development, ownership and the
operation of these important
connections to the remote First
Nation communities through
upgrading the existing grid.”
FortisOntario owns and operates Canadian Niagara Power
Inc., Cornwall Street Railway
Light and Power Company Ltd.
and Algoma Power Inc., which
serve a combined 64,000 customers. The company also owns
about 3,300 kilometres of distribution and transmission
lines.

www.wawataynews.ca
brings you the latest news briefs and
photo galleries in the north

flying it in.”
Bob Chiarelli, minister of
Energy, says is is “totally unacceptable” that tens of thousands
of people in remote communities are not connected to the
provincial electricity grid.
“In 2015, when members of
these communities go to turn
on a light switch, it shouldn’t be
met with the persistent din of a
dirty diesel generator,” Chiarelli
says. “On-site diesel generators
represent both denigration or
destruction of quality of life and
the environment.”
Chiarelli says the lack of reliable grid-connected transmission and distribution networks
limits economic and social
development opportunities.
“That is why Ontario has
listed this project as a priority in our long-term energy
plan and is working with First
Nations to implement it,” Chiarelli says. “But we are only
going to be able to accomplish
this goal if we work together.
Reducing or eliminating highcost diesel usage in remote First
Nation communities will make
a real difference to people — it
will reduce harmful emissions,
strengthen local economies and
create well paying jobs, all key
elements in improving quality
of life.”
Kingfisher Lake Chief James
Mamakwa says his community
has been on hydro restrictions
for the past three years.
“We can’t connect any more
houses the last three years and
we can’t build any more new
houses,” Mamakwa says. “So
with the new power coming
in, we will be able to build new
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Environment

Fort Severn to build solar powered grid system
Rick Garrick

Special to Wawatay News

Fort Severn is planning to
build a 300 kW solar power
micro-grid system through a
$2.5 million investment from
Northern Ontario Heritage
Fund Corporation (NOHFC).
“Fort Severn is really expanding — they’re building a new
school, they are expanding
their hotel and they are building other businesses,” says
Geordi Kakepetum, NCC Development’s CEO. “This will help
alleviate some of the concerns
that people have right now that
there is not going to be enough
power.”
Kakepetum says the solar
panels are being shipped up
to Fort Severn via barge from
Moosonee. The community purchased the solar panels from
Canadian Solar, which manufactures them in Guelph.
“Fort Severn First Nation
now has the capacity to build
northern Ontario’s first renewable solar-diesel micro-grid,”
says Michael Gravelle, minister of Northern Development
and Mines and NOHFC chair.
“This innovative and renewable approach will help reduce
energy costs and environmental
impact as well as expand business opportunities.”
Located on the shores of

Fort Severn is planning to add 300 kW of solar power to the 20 kW of solar panels that were installed this past spring.
Hudson Bay, the Keewaytinook
Okimakanak (KO) community’s
traditional territory contains
the denning sites of the last
two polar bear populations in
Ontario.
“NOHFC funding of this
groundbreaking infrastructure
will help our community reduce
dependence on fossil fuels,
leading to cost savings and
new economic opportunities,”
says Fort Severn Chief Joseph
Crowe. “We thank the NOHFC
and Premier (Kathleen) Wynne’s government for helping our

community progress toward a
future built on renewable, sustainable energy.”
Kakepetum says the Ontario
government has been a strong
partner in the project since
Wynne visited the community
in 2013.
“Our chiefs had a vision,”
Kakepetum says. “They wanted
to reduce diesel generated
power and replace it with the
power of the sun. Today, we
are taking a giant step with the
Ontario government to make
that vision a reality.”

The 300 kW solar micro-grid,
which includes storage capacity and a controller solution,
will be installed on both rooftops and ground mounts by
NCC Development and its partners. The micro-grid will add
to the solar power produced
by a recently installed 20 kW
rooftop solar system, which
was turned on in late April.
Fort Severn received about
$100,000 from the Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development Canada EcoEnergy program for the 20 kW project.

“Fort Severn has a growing
population with a new school
under construction,” Crowe
says. “We need more electrical power. NCC is bringing us a
clean and cost effective alternative to diesel.”
The two solar power projects
are part of a multi-stage plan
to displace Fort Severn’s diesel
consumption by 50 per cent.
“By providing more capacity to the communities, the
communities’ entrepreneurs,
the community businesses can
grow bigger and people can

make more money,” Kakepetum
says.
NCC Development has
already installed solar power
systems in four of the other five
KO communities: McDowell
Lake, North Spirit Lake, Keewaywin and Deer Lake.
A 10 kW rooftop solar system with a battery solution was
installed in McDowell Lake this
summer on the community’s
band office. It produces enough
electricity to power a community freezer and fridge, and the
lights in the band office.
“Before this solar install there
was no refrigeration,” Kakepetum says. “Community members would have to cut ice in
the winter and store it for use in
the summer. It was hard work.
Solar power will have the biggest impact on the young people and the Elders.”
Deer Lake received NCC
Development’s first solar power
system, a 152 kW rooftop system that was installed on
the community’s elementary
school. Since the solar system was commissioned, it has
saved the community about
$100,000.
NCC Development also plans
to install gateway solar systems
in Poplar Hill, the sixth KO
community, Muskrat Dam and
Weenusk.

Are you registered to vote
on October 19?
Federal election day is Monday, October 19.
Make sure you’re ready to vote.
Check your voter registration if you’ve:
• recently turned 18
• never voted before
• moved recently
You can check and update your registration online
at elections.ca.
With an up-to-date registration, you’ll get:
• a personalized voter information card that tells you
when and where to vote
• faster service at the polls
If you can’t use our online service, or if you have questions,
call us at 1-800-463-6868 ( TTY 1-800-361-8935).
Elections Canada has all the information you need to be ready to vote.

5735-EC_ERP-Ph2-AB-Ad-English04.indd 1
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Community

Kingfisher Lake 50th anniversary celebrations

One of the original houses at the community’s old location before moving years ago.

photo by Geoff Shields

Elder Elijah Begg relaxes during the 50th celebrations.

photo by Geoff Shields

GET YOUR MONEY NOW!!!
PAY NO
WITHHOLDING
TAX WITH
STATUS CARD

WE UNLOCK:

FORMER EMPLOYER PENSION PLANS
LOCKED IN RETIRMENT ACCOUNTS
(LIRA)
FUNDS WILL BE DEPOSITED
DIRECTLY INTO YOUR BANK
ACCOUNT
*BC Registered funds do not qualify. Not available in QC.

CALL MARK Toll Free: 1(888) 451-6133
WWW.GETYOURMONEYNOW.CA
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Community

Kingfisher Lake 50th anniversary continued...

Above left: Landing at Big Beaver House. Below left: Kingfisher Lake Chief, James Mamakwa. Above right: Elders pose for a photo. Below right: Elijah Begg performs for the crowd.

Connecting Northern Ontario
and beyond

Charter

Passenger

photos by Geoff Shields

Cargo

Safe.Affordable.Reliable
Expanding Our Coverage
Additional Routes Coming Soon
Check In Policy:
Minimum of 30 minutes prior to
departure

northstarair.ca

reservations@northstarair.ca

Toll Free: 1-844-633-6294
Fax: 1-807-475-8040
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Kenora riding

Harper Conservatives have the wrong
priorities for Canada.

ᐦᐊᐯᕑ ᑲᐧᓭᕑᐱᑎᑊᐢ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᒥᒋᑫᒪᑲᓂᓂ
ᐅᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐅᒪ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ᙮

After ten years of Stephen Harper, First Nations children are forced to grow
up with unsafe water, crumbling homes, substandard health care and
education, and scarce economic opportunity.

ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐦᓴ ᒪᒪᐤ ᒥᑕᓯᔭᑭ ᐃᐡᑎᐱᐣ ᐦᐊᐯᕑ ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ, ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᓯᓴᐠ ᑲᐱᒥᐅᐱᑭᐊᐧᐨ
ᒪᒐᑲᒥᓂᓂ ᓂᐦᐱᓂ ᑲᒥᓂᑲᐧᑕᒥᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒪᒋᓇᑲᐧᓄᐣ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᑲᐯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᐱᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐸᑭ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᔭᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᓂᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᒋ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐊᔭᓂᑭᐣ᙮

Instead of focusing on the things that matter to you and your family, Stephen
Harper is giving tax cuts to the wealthiest individuals and corporations. He’s
gutted environmental protections. He refuses to respect treaty rights.

ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐧᓂᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᑭᐣ ᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᓄᑕᓭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ, ᐃᐡᑎᐱᐣ ᐦᐊᕑᐯᕑ ᑕᑲᐧᐨ
ᐅᑭᒋᓀᓂᒪᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐁᐧᓄᑎᓯᓂᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐁᐧᓄᑕᓂᓂᑭᐣ ᑭᒋᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᔭ ᐁᑲ
ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᐁᑎᐸᐦᐊᒥᓂᐨ ᑕᐠᓯᐢ᙮ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᐦᓴ ᑲᔭ ᐅᑭᐱᑯᓇᓇᐣ᙮
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐧᓂᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑐᕑᐃᑎ ᐱᑲᔭᐢ ᑭᒋᓇᑯᑕᒪᐃᐧᓂᓂ ᒋᑭᒋᐃᓀᐣᑕᐠ᙮

That’s why we need change in Ottawa.

ᐊᒧᓴᐦᐃ ᑲᐅᒋᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᐦᓴ ᒋᐊᒋᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᐃᒪ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᑲᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐊᑕᐊᐧ ᐅᑌᓂᐠ᙮

For years, I’ve worked with First Nations across Northwestern Ontario to
help families get ahead.

ᐊᐦᓴ ᒥᔑᓂᔭᑭ ᓂᐱᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐠ ᐅᐅᒪ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᐣᓀᑲᐱᐦᐊᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐊᔭᐠ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᒥᐡᑯᐨ ᐊᓂ ᓂᑲᐣ ᒋᒥᓄᓭᐊᐧᐨ᙮

First Nations must be full partners in our economy. Resource development
projects must fully respect First Nation rights and interests. We must
close the education funding gap so every First Nation child gets the same
educational opportunities as every other child in Canada.

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᓇ ᐃᔑᓭᓂ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐅᒪ ᑭᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐠ ᐅᒋ᙮ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ ᓱᓂᔭᑫᐃᐧ
ᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᑭᒋᐃᓀᐣᑕᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᒪᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧ ᒥᓂᑯᐃᐧᓂᓂᐣ᙮ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐃᑐᔭᐠ ᒥᐡᑯᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐊᐧᓯᐢ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᒥᓇᑲᓄᐃᐧᐨ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧ
ᐅᒋᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᐦᓴ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐅᐅᒪ ᐊᐊᐧᓯᓴᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᑲᐠ ᑲᒥᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ᙮

More and more Canadians are putting their trust in the NDP to defeat
Stephen Harper and bring change to Ottawa. I invite you to be a part of it.

ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐦᓴ ᒥᔑᐣ ᑲᓀᐣᑎᔭᐣ ᐊᓂᓯᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ ᐁᐦᐊᐣ NDP ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᐡᑯᐨ
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪ ᐃᐡᑎᐱᐣ ᐦᐊᕑᐯᕑ ᒋᐸᑭᓇᐊᐧᑲᓄᐃᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑯᑭᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐃᐃᒪ ᐊᑕᐊᐧ
ᐅᑌᓇᐠ᙮ ᑫᑭᐣ ᑭᐸᑯᓭᓂᒥᑯ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐃᑕᐧᔭᐣ᙮

Howard Hampton
Riding of Kenora, NDP

ᐦᐊᐁᐧᕑᐟ ᐊᑦᑕᐣ
ᑫᐣᓇᐧᕑᐊ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒥᐸᑐᐃᐧᐨ, NDP ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ

Our commitment

ᓂᑕᓯᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᓇᐣ

Howard Hampton and Tom Mulcair are ready to work with
Indigenous communities in respectful partnership.

ᐊᐦᐁᐧᕑᐟ ᐦᐊᑦᑕᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐧᒪᐢ ᒧᓫᑫᕑ ᐊᐦᓴ ᑲᐧᔭᒋᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᒋᓀᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᒋ᙮

An NDP government will:

ᐁᑲᐧ NDP ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐦᐃᓇᓄᑭᒪᑕᑫ:

• Improve on-reserve housing, health, roads and drinking water.

- ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒥᑲᓇᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐃᓯᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓂᐦᐱ
ᑲᒥᓂᑲᐧᑌᐠ ᒋᒥᓇᐧᑲᒥᐠ᙮

• Ensure every kid gets the best start in school by taking steps to
close the education funding gap.

- ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐊᐧᓯᓴᐠ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᒥᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᑲᐃᓯᓇᓄᑕᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᐃᒪ ᐅᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑯᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᒋ

• Call an inquiry into the issue of the 1,200 missing and murdered
Indigenous women and girls within our first 100 days in office.

- ᓂᑲᑲᓄᑕᒥᐣ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ 1,200 ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᔭᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓴᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᐊᐦᓴ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᒪᐧᔦ ᐯᔑᑲᐧᒥᑕᓱᒥᑕᓇ ᑭᓯᑲ
ᐊᐱᐣ ᒪᒋᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᔭᐠ᙮

• Reverse Harper’s damage to environmental assessment process,
protect our lakes and rivers and repeal Bill C-51.
• Ensure that all resource development projects like mining and
forestry fully respect First Nation and treaty rights, provide access
to training and good jobs, and honour First Nations’ fair share in
the revenue created by development.

howard.hampton@ndp.ca
HowardHampton.ndp.ca
ᒪᒪᑕᐃᐧ ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ ᐅᒋ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᐤ
ᒪᒪᑕᐃᐧ ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ ᐃᓇᐱᐣ

807-464-4899 (Kenora)
807-220-6266 (Dryden)
807-737-7600 (Sioux Lookout)
807-727-3560 (Red Lake)
Paid for and authorized by the official agent of the candidate.

- ᒋᑫᐧᑭᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐦᐊᕑᐯᕑ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᒪᒋᐱᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐦᐃᐠ ᐅᒋ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ ᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᓴᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓯᐱᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒋᓂᓱᓇᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᔭ ᑭᒋᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ Bill C-51
ᑲᐃᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᓇᑲᐢᑲᒪᐠ᙮
- ᒥᓇ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ ᓱᓂᔭᑫᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒪᓇᑎᑫᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᒋᓇᑯᑕᒪᑯᓂᐊᐧ ᒋᑭᒋᐃᓀᐣᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒋᒥᓇᑲᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᒋᑭᒋᐃᓀᐣᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᐯᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐅᒋᐅᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᓱᓂᔭᑫᐃᐧ
ᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᒋ᙮

