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Student death inquest begins in Thunder Bay

A Dennis Franklin Cromarty student tosses a flower into the McIntyre River during a ceremony to honour the seven First Nations youth who died since 2000 while attending school in Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

The long-awaited inquest into the
deaths of seven Nishnawbe Aski Nation
high school students in Thunder Bay
began on Oct. 5 with family members
in attendance.
“They have been waiting for years,
so I take a great deal of comfort in
the notion that we are underway and
we are hearing, as difficult as it is
to hear, the pain that these families
have been going through,” says NAN
lawyer Julian Falconer. “Maryanne
Panacheese’s evidence today (Oct. 8)
talks and speaks to the horrible isolation, the displacement and ultimately
the oppression that these families and
these communities suffer under. If we
get nothing from this inquest (other)
than a mechanism to stop the pain and
to start educating the kids within their
communities, I think we have accomplished something.”

Falconer questioned the focus on the
issue of the students’ use of drugs and
alcohol during the inquest.
“It is important to acknowledge a
reality, that the consumption of drugs
and alcohol amongst Aboriginal youth
is a problem, but this wholesale focus
on the issue is completely misconceived,” Falconer says. “I call it the
drunken Indian syndrome, this oversimplification if we remove a bottle
from a youth’s hand it will fix the problem. The problem is the oppression
and estrangement of First Nations, the
effort to foist a foreign culture on them
and the failure to appreciate what true
reconciliation is. Ultimately, we have
to address root causes; root causes
are deprivations to communities, root
causes are oppression of the young,
root causes are the failure to honour
treaty obligations. These are the things
that are difficult topics to talk about —
alcohol is easy to talk about so that is
where they default to.”

The inquest into the deaths of the
seven students — Jethro Anderson,
15, from Kasabonika Lake; Curran
Strang, 18, from Pikangikum; Paul
Panacheese, 21, from Mishkeegogamang; Robyn Harper, 19, from Keewaywin; Kyle Morrisseau, 17, from
Keewaywin; Jordan Wabasse, 15, from
Webequie; and Reggie Bushie, 15,
from Poplar Hill — is scheduled to hear
from about 200 witnesses between
Oct. 5 and March 2016 at the Thunder
Bay Courthouse.
Although the inquest got off to a
rocky start due to its placement in a
small courtroom in the brand-new
courthouse, it was moved to a larger
courtroom on the second day of the
proceedings.
“All of us were disappointed to learn
about the venue,” says Grand Chief
Alvin Fiddler.
See VENUE on PAGE 2
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The Thunder Bay Courthouse, where after a three year wait the inquest into the
deaths of several First Nations students attending school in Thunder Bay began in
early October.

ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᐊᔕ ᑭᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐅᐱᒪᐦᐊᒧᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ
5
ᐁᐧᐡᑲᐨ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐱᐦᐅᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᓂᓴᐧᓱ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᑲᑭᐊᑕᐃᐧᑕᔑ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑯᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᓇᑐᒪᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᒪ ᒋᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ.
“ᒥᔑᓂᔭᑭ ᑭᐱᐦᐅᐊᐧᐠ, ᐣᑐᒋᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ ᑕᐡ
ᑫᑲᐱ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐃᔑᓇᓄᑕᒪᑭᐣ, ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᔭᓂᒥᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᒋᐊᓂᒣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑕᔭᒥᑕᒪᑫ ᒍᓫᔭᐣ

ᐸᐧᓫᐠᓄᕑ. “ᒣᕑᐃᐊᐣ ᐸᓇᒋᐢ ᑲᑭᑎᐸᒋᒧᐨ
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ (ᐅᐱᒪᐊᒧᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 8)
ᐅᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᐣ
ᑲᐱᒋᑲᑲᐧᑕᑭᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ ᑲᐱᐅᑐᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᒋᐅᑌᓇᐠ ᑲᐱᒋᓂᔕᐦᐅᑕᐧ. ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑫᑯᐣ
ᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᐅᒪ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐱᑯ ᐁᑕ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᓇᑲᓇᒪᑭᐸᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᓴᑫᑕᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᔭᑭᐸᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᐊᒥ ᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᑌᐱᓇᒪᓱᔭᑭᐸᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ.”
ᐸᐧᓫᐠᓄᕑ
ᑭᑲᑫᐧᑌᐧ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᓯᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ
ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᓂ
ᒥᓇ
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᓂ.

“ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒥᑐᓂ ᒋᑭᒪᒥᑯᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᒪᔭᑦ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᐊᐃᓯᓭᑭᐣ,
ᐊᑎᑲ
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ
ᒥᑐᓂ ᐅᑕᓂᒥᓭᐦᐃᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᓂ
ᒥᓇ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᓂ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᔕᑯᐨ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒥᑐᓂ
ᐱᑯ ᐊᐧᓂ ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌ,” ᐃᑭᑐ
ᐸᐧᓫᐠᓄᕑ. “ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᑕᒪᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ
ᑲᒧᒋᓇᔑᑭᐊᐧᐡᑫᐧᐱᐨ ᑲᐃᓇᑲᓄᐨ, ᒥᓇ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᒪᑲᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐢ ᒧᑌᔭᐱᑯᓂ
ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᑫᐅᒋᒪᒐᒪᑲᓂᐠ ᐅᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ. ᐃᒪ
ᐅᒋᒪᑲᐣ ᐅᑕᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᑎᒪᑭᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐊᐧᓇᐱᓂᑕᐧ ᐁᑲ
ᒋᐯᔐᐧᓂᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᑲᑫᐧ ᐁᐧᑎᒥᑯᔑᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ

ᒥᓇ
ᑲᓇᑲᐡᑲᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ
ᒋᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ
ᐅᒥᓄᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑎᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ. ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᒋᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᓇᓇᑐᓀᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ
ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᑐᒋᑫᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᑲᓄᒋᒪᒋᓭᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ; ᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᒪ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᐅᒋᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᓄᒋᑭᒋᒪᐦᐃᐁᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ
ᑲᓄᒋᑭᑎᒪᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑲ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᒋᕑᐃᑎ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧ
ᐊᔓᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᒥᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᒋᔭᓂᒪᑭᐣ ᒋᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ - ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐧᐣ
ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᒋᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ
ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᔑᐊᓇᒣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᓴᐧᓱ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ
ᑲᑭᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ

- ᒉᐟᕑᐅ ᐊᐣᑐᕑᓴᐣ, 15, ᐊᓴᐸᓇᑲᐠ ᑭᐅᒋ;
ᑯᕑᐊᐣ ᐢᐟᕑᐊᐣᐠ, 18, ᐱᑲᐣᒋᑲᒥᐠ ᑭᐅᒋ; ᐸᐧᓫ
ᐸᓇᒋᐢ, 21, ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᑭᐅᒋ; ᕑᐊᐱᐣ
ᐦᐊᕑᐳᕑ, 19, ᑭᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐅᒋ; ᑲᔪ ᒪᐧᕑᓱ, 17,
ᑭᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐅᒋ; ᒐᐧᕑᑎᐣ ᐊᐧᐸᐢ, 15, ᐁᐧᐱᑫᐧᐠ
ᑭᐅᒋ; ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᕑᐁᒋ ᐳᔑ, 15,
ᐅᐸᓴᑎᑲᐠ ᑭᐅᒋ - ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌ ᐃᒪ
ᓇᐣᑕ 200 ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐱᑕᑎᐸᒋᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᐅᐱᒪᐦᐊᒧᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 5 ᒥᓇ ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ
2016 ᐃᒪ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ.
Con’t on PAGE 2
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Politics
Why the youth will
vote on October 19
Richard Spence
Wawatay News

Students along with their support worker with the program
Kishinohomatowin, weigh in on why they feel it’s important to vote
in the Federal Election on October 19. Kishinohomatowin is an
aboriginal alternative school program in partnership between the
Timmins Native Friendship Centre, Timmins High and Vocational
School, District School Board of Ontario North East, Ministry of
Education and the Ontario Federation of Indian Friendship Centers.

Jamie Mcwatch, Brunswick House
“I’ll be voting because I think it’s important for
people to hear the youth voice.”

Chris Metatawabin, Wahgoshig
“I think it’s important to vote for the future of
our people.”

Victoria Sutherland, Moose Factory
“I think it’s important to vote so we have
someone to look up to, someone who has our
interests and Treaties in mind. I’m not sure who
I’ll be voting for, but I’m going to look into it.”

Jessica Cameron, Timmins
Support worker for the program/Education Liaison
“I think there’s been such a low number of
youth voting, and I think it’s important that they
understand that voting can make such a difference for their future...I like to give everyone a
chance, and I always look forward to hearing
what all the candidates have to offer.”

Wendel Friday, Kashachewan
“I think it’s important to vote because the
younger generation will look up to us, our nephews and nieces will see us and think ‘we should
vote too’ once they’re of voting age. Honestly, I
don’t know who the candidates are but I’ll learn
more about it before the election.”

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

Venue causes bad feelings when too small for families
From PAGE 1
“The fact that they chose
one of the smallest courtrooms
for one of the biggest inquests
in Ontario’s history, the fact
that they had to squeeze all the
seven families into the room,
was just very shameful.”
Fiddler praised the government’s decision to move the
inquest to the biggest courtroom in the courthouse on the
second day.
“I don’t know what they were
thinking when they picked the
smallest room there to start,”
Fiddler says. “To send the message to the families that somehow the deaths of their loved
ones doesn’t warrant adequate
space was a pretty harsh message.”
France Gélinas, Ontario NDP
critic for Aboriginal Affairs,
says the new courthouse was
built with a hope that it would
accommodate the inquest. She
adds that the Attorney General
attended traditional ceremonies
on the grounds of the court-

house with the NAN Elder and
a group of community members
prior to construction.
“So it is troubling to hear
that courtroom being made
available only allows a handful of seats for all of the families and others who wish to
attend,” Gélinas says on Oct. 5.
“I understand that the inquest
is to be moved after today, and
I, as New Democratic critic for
Aboriginal Affairs, call for the
inquest to continue on in a
venue big enough to accommodate all of the families who
wish to attend, for the duration of this inquest into such an
important public issue.”
Phase one of the inquest will
hear about the circumstances of
each death up until December.
Phase two will begin in January 2016 to deal with evidence
related to policy and context.
Phase three will provide information for jurors on potential
recommendations. The jury is
made up of four women and
one man.

“We knew going in that it
was going to be very painful and very difficult for the
families,” Fiddler says. “We
have worked hard in the last
year or so to ensure the families have adequate supports
before the inquest starts, during the inquest — we know it is
going to be at least six months
or maybe longer — and afterwards. We want to ensure that
the families are OK during this
process and recognize and
acknowledge that they have
been going through a very painful and very difficult journey
already with the loss of their
loved ones.”
Regional Chief Isadore Day
commended Fiddler and the
other leaders and community
members who did not relent on
their push for the inquest.
“This process is important
because it will not only give
answers, but ask questions
that will provide guidance to
governments on reasons why
they need to get to work on

solutions to prevent this tragic
trend,” Day says. “The Chiefs
of Ontario will be engaged in
phase two of the inquest, and
are fully supportive to our First
Nations who seek answers
through this inquest.”
The inquest is being held
to examine the circumstances
surrounding the deaths of the
seven students who died after
leaving their remote home communities to pursue secondary
school studies in Thunder Bay.
The jury may make recommendations aimed at preventing
similar deaths in the future.
“The goal that we have following this inquest is for the
jury to develop some solid recommendations on these issues
and then for all of the parties to
commit to implementing those
recommendations,” Fiddler
says.
Dr. David Eden is presiding
as inquest coroner and Trevor
Jukes, Karen Shea and Amy
Leamen are counsel to the coroner.

From PAGE 1
ᐊᓇᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᑭᐅᒋᓇᐦᐃᓭᐠ ᐁᐧᓴ ᐁᑭᐊᑲᓯᓴᑲᓂᐠ
ᐃᒪ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᐅᑲᐧᐱᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᐅᐡᑭ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᔕᑯᐨ
ᑭᔭᓂᐊᐣᑕᐱᐦᐊᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᒪᑭᓴᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᐊᓂᐊᐧᐸᓂᐠ.
“ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑯ ᓂᑭᐅᒋ ᑭᒋᒪᒪᒉᐣᑕᒥᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᐊᐃᓯᓭᐠ,”
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ. “ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᑐᑕᑯᔭᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑲᓯᓴᑲᓂᐠ
ᒋᑕᔑᑐᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐃᔑ
ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ
ᐅᒪ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐁᑫᐧᓇᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᐠ,
ᒥᐦᐃᒪ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᐅᑲᐧᐡᑭᓇᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᓂᓴᐧᓱ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐃᒪ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑲᓯᓴᑲᓂᐠ ᐸᑫᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᑌᐯᐧ
ᐱᑯ ᑭᓇᓀᐯᐃᐧᓇᑲᐧᐣ.”
ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᑕᐡ ᐅᑭᓇᓇᑯᒪᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᐅᓀᑕᒥᓂᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᔑᒪᑭᓴᑲᓂᐠ
ᑎᐸᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᒋᔑᐊᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᔭᓂᐊᐧᐸᓂᐠ.
“ᓇᑫᐱᑯ
ᐊᓂᐣ
ᐁᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐅᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑲᓯᓴᑲᓂᐠ ᒋᔑᒪᒋᑕᓂᐊᐧᐠ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ. “ᐊᒥ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ
ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑯᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐃᑭᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᓴᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲ
ᐁᑭᐅᒋ
ᑭᔑᔕᐁᐧᑕᑯᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᐅᑎᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᑌᐱᓇᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑲᓯᓴᑲᓂᐠ
ᐁᑭᔑᐅᓇᑌᓂᐠ ᒋᔑᐅᑲᐧᐱᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᑊᕑᐊᐣᐢ ᑫᓫᐃᓇᐢ, ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᐅᐡᑭ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ

ᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᐁᑭᐸᑯᓭᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᐃᒪ
ᒋᑕᓇᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᐊᐁᐧ ᑭᒋ ᑎᐸᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᑭᑕᐧᑭ ᐃᒪ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᐃᔑᑕᐧᐃᓂᐠ ᐊᑲᐧᒋᐠ
ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐁᑭᐃᐧᒋᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑭᒋᐦᐊᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᓂᒪᐧᔦ ᐅᓇᐦᐅᑲᑌᐠ
ᐅᐡᑭ ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᐠ.
“ᑌᐯᐧᓴ ᒥᑯᐡᑲᑌᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᓄᑕᒪᐣ
ᑲᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᑲᓯᓴᑲᓂᐠ
ᐁᑭᐃᔑ ᐊᐱᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐁᑲ ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐁᐅᒋᑌᐸᐱᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᐱᑯ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᑲᑭᐸᑯᓭᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᒋᐱᐊᐱᐊᐧᐨ,”
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᑫᓫᐃᓇᐢ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᐅᐱᒪᐊᒧᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 5. “ᓂᑭᐃᐧᑕᒪᑯ
ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᔑᒪᑭᓴᑲᓂᐠ ᐸᑫᑲᒥᑯᐠ
ᒋᔑᐊᐣᑕᐱᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᐊᐧᐸᓂᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᔭᐣ ᓂᑲᓄᑕᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᔑᐱᒋᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᐃᒪ ᑫᐃᔑᒪᑭᓴᑲᐠ ᐸᑫᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᑌᐸᐱᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᔕᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓂᑯᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᑫᐱᒥᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᐡ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ.”
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᓂᐢᑕᑦ
ᑫᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑫᓂᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᒋᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐸᐯᔑᐠ ᑲᑭᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐱ
ᑲᓂᐃᐡᑲᐧᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐣᐱᓯᑦ
ᑕᐃᑯᐊᓄᑲᑌ ᐅᐁᐧ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑫᔭᓂ ᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᑕᐃᔑᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᑭᔐᐸᐊᐧᑕᑭᓇᑦ 2016 ᒋᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒥᑭᑫᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑕᐡ
ᓂᐦᓴᐧ
ᐊᓂᑫᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᑕᓂᑎᐸᒋᒧᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᔕᑯᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ

ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ
ᑫᓇᓇᑐᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᑭᐊᓄᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᔕᑯᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᐯᔑᐠ ᓇᐯ ᐃᒪ ᑫᑕᑭᐧᐊᐧᐨ.
“ᓂᑭ
ᑭᑫᑕᒥᐣ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᑯ
ᒋᑭᒋᐃᐧᓴᑲᐦᐅᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᒋᑭᒋᔭᓂᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ,”
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ. “ᓂᑭ ᑭᒋᐊᓄᑲᑕᒥᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ
ᑲᐱᔭᑭᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᓇᐦᐃᓭᓂᑭᐣ
ᐅᑕᓱᐡᑲᒪᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐁᒪᐧᔦ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᒪᒋᓭᓂᐠ,
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᐱᒥᑐᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑭ
ᑭᑫᑕᒥᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ ᓂᑯᑕᐧᓱᐱᓯᑦ
ᓇᐣᑕ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᒋᐱᒥ ᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ
ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᓂᐡᑲᐧ ᑭᔕᓄᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ
ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐱᒥᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ. ᓂᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒥᐣ
ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐁᑲ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᐃᐣᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒥ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐅᒋ ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᐊᐧᑭᐧᑕ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᔕ ᐁᑭᐱᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᐧᓴᑫᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᑭᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᓴᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐃᓴᑕᐧᕑ
ᑌ ᐅᑭᓇᓇᑯᒪᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᑲᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑲ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐳᓂᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑐᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ.
“ᒥᑐᓂ
ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐱᒥᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᓂᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᑯ ᐁᑕ ᐃᒪ
ᑕᐅᑎᓂᑲᑌᓯᐊᐧᐣ ᓇᑫᐧᑕᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᑲᔦ
ᑕᑕᐃᐧᓂᑫᒪᑲᐣ ᒋᑲᑲᑫᐧᑌᐧᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐊᐣᑎ ᑫᓄᒋ ᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᒪᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑭᒪᐅᓇᐠ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᐃᓯᓭᐠ

ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᑲᑫᐧᓇᑲᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᐁᑲ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᓇᑭᐡᑭᑲᑌᐠ
ᑐᑲᐣ ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑌ.
“ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑕᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐠ
ᐊᐱ
ᓂᔕᐧ
ᐊᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐱᒥᐊᓱᐡᑲᒪᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᐅᒪ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ.”
ᐅᒪ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑕᐃᔑᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐣ ᒋᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᑯᓀᐣ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᓴᐧᓱ ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓇᐠ
ᐊᐱᐣ
ᑲᐃᐡᑲᐧᓇᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑎᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐊᐧ
ᐁᐊᑕᐃᐧ
ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᐦᐊᔾ ᐢᑯᓫ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ
ᐯ ᑭᒋᐅᑌᓇᐠ. ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᐡ
ᑲᑭᔕᑯᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᑫᐧᑌᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑫᓂᔭᓄᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ
ᐁᑲ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ
ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ.
“ᓂᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧ
ᐃᓇᒋᑫᒥᐣ
ᐊᐱ
ᑭᑭᔕᓄᑲᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᔕᑯᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐅᓇᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᒪᐡᑲᐊᐧᑌᓂᑭᐣ
ᑫᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐅᒪ ᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ
ᑫᐅᒋ
ᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐅᒪ
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᐸᒥᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᔭᓂᔑ
ᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᔕᑯᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑ ᑭᔑᐅᓇᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᔭᓂ
ᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ,” ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ.
ᑭᒋᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᓂᓂ
ᑌᐱᐟ
ᐃᑎᐣ
ᑲᓇᓇᑲᒋᑐᐨ
ᒥᔭᐊᐧᐣ
ᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐃᒪ
ᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ
ᑐᕑᐁᐳᕑ ᒍᐠᐢ, ᑫᕑᐃᐣ ᔐ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᒥ ᓫᐃᒪᐣ ᐅᑐᒋᐊᔭᒥᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ
ᑭᒋᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᓂᓂᐊᐧᐣ.
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Health

NAN launches FASD support website
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

International Fetal Alcohol
Spectrum Disorder (FASD)
Awareness Day was recognized
by the launch of Nishnawbe
Aski Nation’s FASD website
and the 7th annual Honouring
Mothers Mini Powwow.
“Having an understanding of
how FASD affects all people in a
community is really important,”
says Ann Magiskan, Thunder
Bay’s Aboriginal liaison, during
the mini powwow. “Sometimes
we tend to forget that. We don’t
realize that someone walking
next to us might be suffering
with (FASD).”
Magiskan encourages people
to learn more about the effects
of the different substances that
are being abused by people.
“We don’t realize how they
can have such life-long detrimental effects to our children,”
Magiskan says. “If we learn
those awarenesses and understand them, we are able to
teach our next generation to
hopefully ensure preventative
measures as we go forward.”
NAN launched an FASD website to assist workers in the NAN
communities.
“This interactive website provides information to better support women, children, families
and caregivers who are affected
by FASD or other effects from
prenatal substance use,” says
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler. “This
website will be an effective
resource for our communitybased service providers, but
it is only one component of a
broader approach that needs to
be addressed at the provincial
level.”
NAN is currently working

with the Ministry of Children
and Youth Services, which
announced a commitment to
develop a provincial strategy
to improve experiences and
outcomes for those affected by
FASD.
“It is our hope that the
province’s commitment will
significantly improve the health
of our community members
by addressing the inequities
in assessment, diagnostic and
support services, especially for
those in remote First Nations
that often lack access to vital
services,” Fiddler says. “We look
forward to full engagement
with the provincial government on moving this strategy
forward.”
The mini powwow was held
by a group of organizations at
Marina Park in Thunder Bay.
“It’s raising awareness
(about) the dangers of drinking
alcohol during pregnancy,” says
Sheila Marcinyshyn, Anishnawbe Mushkiki’s FASD outreach and child development
worker. “And to support those

who are pregnant and carrying
a baby to live a healthy life.”
Thunder Bay-Superior North
MP Bruce Hyer says there is a
need for more respect for others
in today’s society.
“We need respect for all of
life, we need respect for all
the people and when we fail
to respect each other it causes
pain,” Hyer says. “And pain
leads to addictions, and addictions lead to more pain, and it
turns to problems like FASD.”
Fort William Chief Peter Collins says FASD is not the only
problem facing children who
are born today.
“Our kids are also being
born with addictions and we
don’t know what the long-term
impact of that is on our young
people,” Collins says. “Each
and every one of the frontline
workers has to be a mother, a
grandparent, a father — you
have to care day in and day out.
I say keep up the caring, keep
up the campaign and keep up
the hard work.”

OPTIONS FOR EDUCATION
January 2016
Programs:
• Business
Fundamentals
• Personal
Support Worker
• Pre-Health Sciences
To find out about our
programs contact:
Daniel Tait
Community Liaison
& Student
Recruitment Officer
Oshki-Pimache-O-Win
Education &
Training Institute
Toll Free: 1-866-636-7454
Phone: (807) 626 1880
Email: dtait@oshki.ca”

photo by Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Powwow dancers and drummers helped celebrate this year’s International Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) Awareness Day at the 7th Annual Honouring Mothers Mini Powwow at Marina Park in Thunder
Bay.

Celebrate
Incredible.
Help us recognize the
junior citizens who
make our communities
better. Nominate
someone age 6–17
for a 2015 Ontario
Junior Citizen
Award!
Annaleise Carr, 2012 and 2014
Ontario Junior Citizen, Simcoe, ON
At 14, Annaleise Carr was the youngest person ever to swim
across Lake Ontario. Two years later, Annaleise swam
across Lake Erie. Combined these efforts raised
awareness and hundreds of thousands of dollars for
Camp Trillium, a family camp for children with cancer.
Her book, Annaleise Carr: How I Conquered Lake Ontario
to Help Kids Battling Cancer, inspires others to take on
great challenges and help their fellow citizens.
Do you know someone who is involved in worthwhile community
service, is contributing while living with a limitation, has performed
an heroic act, demonstrates individual excellence, or is going above
and beyond to help others? If so, nominate them today!
Nominations are open until November 30, and nomination
forms are available from this newspaper, and the Ontario
Community Newspapers Association at www.ocna.org or
905-639-8720 ext. 4439.
Sponsored by:

ONTARIO
JUNIOR CITIZEN
AWARDS
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Lac Seul celebrates Culture Days
16-5th Avenue North P.O. Box 1180
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1B7
Serving the First Nations in Northern Ontario since 1974.
Wawatay News is a politically independent monthly newspaper
published by Wawatay Native Communications Society.

ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ 1974 ᐁᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑭᐧᐁᑎᓄᐠ
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ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐧᐃ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐧᐃᐣ ᐅᓇᔓᐧᐁᐧᐃ ᑲᓇᐧᐊᐸᒋᑫᐧᐃᓂᐠ ᒋᐃᔑ
ᐸᐸᒥᓯᒪᑲᐠ ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᑫᐧᐃᓇᐣ.

Commentary

Another
day in
paradise
Xavier
Kataquapit
UNDER THE
NORTHERN SKY

S

ome people might call me
a loner. I think some of my
friends might see me as a
kind of a recluse. It is not that I
don’t like being around people,
it is just that I love peace and
quiet.
I grew up in the James Bay
Cree culture where I was raised
more or less close to the land
and in the isolated First Nation
of Attawapiskat in northern
Ontario. I never felt comfortable in large groups of people
even though I was raised in a
big family mixed with many
relations in my home community. There were pros and cons
to having people around all the
time in a small community.
I always felt more comfortable living the life of peace and
quiet on the land the way my
ancestors had for thousands of
years. I found life in my small
isolated community difficult
and overbearing sometimes.
When I flew out to the
greater world for education and
then work, I became intrigued
by learning as much as I could
about other cultures and people. I am grateful to have had
the opportunity to travel much
of the world and to see how
other people live.
People everywhere I have
ventured on this planet have
treated me with kindness. However, my best memories have
to do with being in quiet places
watching the sunset or sitting in
a mountain village with just a
few good friends.
I devote much of my time
now to escaping to my cottage
in a semi remote part of the
north. I enjoy the tranquility of
living on the banks of a beautiful little esker lake surrounded
by towering pine and popular. I
take great satisfaction in hearing the geese fly high overhead,
watching the whiskey jacks
dance in the tress and I bear
witness to the busy lives of
the squirrels and chipmunks
nearby.
I like working on my camp
and making it comfortable for
my friends and myself.
I enjoy sitting back in my
cozy little cottage in the midst
of a snowstorm while watching
through a giant picture window
from the warmth of my living
room as the tall pines sway in

the fierce north winds and the
lake is almost obscured by the
pulsating waves of flying snow.
Through the marvel of technology, I have the world at my
fingertips with a high-speed
Internet connection to my computer. News from the world is
always just a click away.
How lucky are we northerners? We have the good fortune
to live in small towns or out
on the land in the wilderness,
worlds away from the chaos
and calamity centered on greed
and fear. Still, when we feel the
urge, all we have to do is take a
short drive, visit an airport and
hop on an airplane to travel just
about anywhere in the world
that we choose.
How lucky are we to know
what real peace and tranquility
is here in the north?
When I venture into other
parts of the world in Asia or
Europe, I often show people a
photo of my little camp on the
banks of a small northern lake.
Everyone reacts in the same
way.
They cannot believe that I
live in a place so beautiful and
so peaceful looking. This makes
me appreciate my northerner
home a whole lot more.
I have stood in the dusty
street corners of Delhi, a city
of 30 million people where I
felt the density of population
and the tragedy of poverty. I
felt guilt, yet huge gratefulness
for being in a position where
I could visit a scene like the
streets of Delhi yet be able to
leave it and return to a place
that I can only describe as heavenly.
We take for granted the
beauty of the land and the creatures of the north.
Really, we are living the life
of good fortune and one that
almost seems heavenly as compared to many places I have
visited on our planet.
We have a democratic and
socially responsible political
system in place here in Canada
and we reap the benefits of
many good things for our lives.
We owe it to ourselves to make
sure that we keep our heaven
here in Canada alive and well
by putting people in power that
care about real democracy,
sharing and nurturing our population while standing for peace
and neighbourly relations with
the rest of the world.
We are lucky we live in a
place where everyone else
wants to get to; let’s not lose it.
www.underthenorthernsky.com

Donna Trout/Special to Wawatay News

Nine-year-old Haileigh Kejick is a grade 5 student from Obishikokaang School in Frenchman’s Head, Lac Seul First Nation. She is
plucking a duck during Culture Days at the Lac Seul Training Centre of Excellence.

Mike Scott and overcoming addiction
Brianna Goodman, Janesa
Harper, Taylor Meekis, and
Sandy Wood
Special to Wawatay News

On Thursday, September
24, 2015, Cree motivational
speaker Mike Scott paid a visit
to Thomas Fiddler Memorial
High School in Sandy Lake to
share his story about overcoming the evil spirits of addiction
and street life, and to inspire
young people to move forward
and make positive changes in
their lives. Scott rose to fame
through Facebook, where he
has caught the attention of
over 94,000 followers by posting funny and inspiring videos
about life on reserves. One of
his most popular videos, titled
“When your kid asks for pop,”
has been viewed more than
460,000 times and shared by
over 10,000 people. But Scott
does more than make funny
videos. Over the last three
years, he has travelled to over
120 communities across Canada to present his story, titled
“Finding the Warrior Within.”
At the high school gym, Scott
shared his story in front of an
audience of 200 youth aged
12-18. His story hit home for

many, as he spoke about being
separated from his family by
Child and Family Services;
bouncing from foster home to
foster home; getting caught
up in a dangerous life of theft,
drugs, and violence, and losing his mother: a residential
school survivor who spent her
compensation money almost
entirely on drugs and alcohol.
Brianna Goodman, Janesa
Harper, Taylor Meekis, and
Sandy Wood caught up with
Scott after the presentation.
Q: What does healing mean
to you?
A: Healing to me is growing every day that we’re alive.
We’re blessed with chances to
grow from the mistakes and
the pain that we’ve had in our
lives. So healing is many things.
You can heal through culture,
you can heal through friends,
and through relationships, but
most importantly, you can heal
through the creator in yourself.

photo by Sandy Wood/Special to WAwatay News

Grace Goodman (15) watches keenly as Mike Scott gives a presentation to students at the Thomas Fiddler Memorial High School in
Sandy Lake First Nation, Ontario, on September 24, 2015.
tant things that help me quit
were my desire, my want, and
my need for it. My family, my
daughter, my surroundings
needed to change in order to be
happy.
Q: Are you happier now?
A: WAY HAPPIER!!

Q: What were the most
important things that helped
you quit drugs?

Q: What was the most difficult part of your journey?

A: I think the most impor-

A: The most difficult part

was probably letting go of the
people I used to hold on to,
because I grew up with a lot of
the people that I partied with,
and I had to decide that letting
them go was going to be beneficial for me, because holding on
to them was only investing time
into them that I wasn’t giving
to myself. That aloneness that I
felt when I had no friends when
I first sobered up was later on
filled by true friendship with
people that will last forever. So,
it worked itself out in the end.
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News
CN derailment and oil spill threatens Mattagami FN
Xavier Kataquapit

Special to Wawatay News

Mattagami First Nation
leadership jumped into action
to deal with an environmental disaster when on March
7, 2015, a Canadian National
(CN) train carrying crude oil
derailed south of Timmins near
Mattagami FN. The derailment
site affected the traditional
lands of the Mattagami FN as
the spill occurred at a railway
trestle bridge over the Makami
River, which leads to Minisinakwa Lake and the Mattagami River system. Thirty-five
cars from the train of 94 tanker
cars carrying crude oil from
Alberta left the track. Five of
the tanker cars ended up in the
Makami River. The derailment
occurred near what is known
in railway terminology as Ruel
88 and burst into flames during the accident. In addition to
spilling oil into the environment
the derailment resulted in fire
fighting crews spending four
days fighting the blaze. The
nearby communities of Gogama
and Mattagami First Nation
were put on alert due to the
black smoke and intense fire
that occurred.
During the long cleanup that
was conducted, CN reported
that approximately 1.4 million
liters of oily water was collected
and transported off site to an
approved treatment facility.
In April, CN also reported that
approximately 11,500 tones of
soil was collected and transported off site to an approved
disposal facility in Cartier,
Ontario.

photo by James Naveau

A major train derailment occurred near Mattagami First Nation on March 7, 2015 and a second derailment on February 14, 2015. Pictured is an
aerial perspective of the fire and spill after one of the derailments.
This was the second major
derailment to occur near Mattagami FN and Gogama over a
short period. The first happened on February 14 and it
involved a 100-tanker car long
train carrying crude oil and
distillates. Twenty-nine cars
left the track and a subsequent
fire raged for days after the
accident. According to a press
release issued by the Transportation Safety Board of Canada,
an estimate of over one million
liters of product was released.
In northern Ontario, the February 14 and March 7 accidents

near Gogama, Ontario were
actually two of three derailments to occur in early 2015.
On March 5, a third derailment
involving a mixed manifest
train occurred in Ruel Subdivision near Minnipuka southeast of Hornepayne, Ontario.
Although no fire or spill
occurred in this derailment, it
did involve what are termed as
residue cars, or tanker cars that
had recently carried flammable
liquids.
Our initial reaction to the
derailment nearby on March
7 was shock at such a tragic

emergency. There was a huge
fire and it was obvious a very
bad spill had happened. There
was much smoke and of course
that was an immediate threat
to health. When the fire was
finally put out and we later
learned about how much damage was caused by the spill, our
concern turned more so to the
land, commented Chief Walter
Naveau, Mattagami FN.
He explained that although
Mattagami FN has been working closely with CN in dealing
with the derailment his First
Nation has deep concerns about

Connecting Northern Ontario
and beyond

the short term and long-term
environment and ecological
consequences of the oil spill. He
added that his community as
well as other First Nations are
also concerned about the fact
that tanker cars of oil and petroleum products will continue to
be transported on the rail line
and that there will be more
spills.
To cope with all the information provided by CN, environmental monitoring and the
cleanup effort, Mattagami FN
leadership brought on board
consultant Caroline Burgess to

Charter

organize and develop a plan of
action for the community.
There were a million tasks
that had to be dealt with from
the start as well as sharing with
all the information and communications with everyone as the
cleanup and monitoring progressed. It has been amazing to
see the resilience of Mattagami
FN in reacting to this situation,
said Burgess.
In the weeks and months
after the derailment, she has
helped the First Nation in coordinating their participation
including the hiring of First
Nation workers to take part in
the clean up efforts. Her role
has also been in coordinating
communications between First
Nation leadership, the community, the company, outside
Native and non-Native organizations and government agencies.
The First Nation also hired
Ryan Wheeler, Owner / Consultant of Shearwater Environmental Emergency Solutions
Inc. to assist the First Nation in
independently interpreting and
understanding the environmental and ecological concerns of
the oil spill.
My role is to interpret science
language and data in a way
that everyone can understand.
I also take the concerns of the
community, its Elders and its
leaders into a more scientific
presentation that can be understood by the regulatory agencies involved, said Wheeler.
See MATTAGAMI on page 6

Passenger

Cargo

Safe.Affordable.Reliable
Expanding Our Coverage
Additional Routes Coming Soon
Check In Policy:
Minimum of 30 minutes prior to
departure

northstarair.ca

reservations@northstarair.ca

Toll Free: 1-844-633-6294
Fax: 1-807-475-8040
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Mattagami focuses on clean-up with science
From page 5
He has almost 20 years of
experience in environmental science and engineering
and now uses his expertise
in environmental emergency
prevention, preparedness and
response services. Wheeler has
been involved in a variety of
projects across the country, in
the United States and in Asia.
In his current involvement
with Mattagami FN, he is working with regulatory agencies,
company representatives and
the community in monitoring
ongoing testing.
Every spill is unique and
we don’t know what the short
term or long term effects will
be. In the past, traditional and
cultural knowledge was never
acknowledged but now everyone is more aware of the consequences of these spills and
how it affects the land. The
First Nation wants everyone to
understand the importance of
their connection to the land.
Their community’s cultural
input into the scientific data
brings another layer of information to the picture, said
Wheeler.
The clean up efforts are
now centered on rebuilding
the environmental and ecological health of the affected
area. Wheeler explained that
the main efforts are directed
towards restoring the affected
area back to its original state as
much as is possible. Remediation also means monitoring of
scientific, environmental and
ecological data on a regular
basis to ensure the work is creating the desired positive outcomes.

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

Shawn Batise, Executive
Director of Wabun Tribal
Council explained that Wabun
leadership was quick to ask
government officials to deal
with the spill soon after it
occurred. His office contacted
the Ontario Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and on March 12
Minister David Zimmer toured
the affected site and met with
Mattagami First Nation leadership. Batise and the Wabun
Tribal Council staff has also
kept in contact with Mattagami
First Nation Chief, council and
CN officials in terms of assisting
the First Nation in dealing with
clean up efforts and environmental monitoring.
Despite the major spill that
CN Rail caused, I give them
credit for doing anything
and everything they could to
address our concerns. However,
the more important issue is that
we are seeing more and more
of these disastrous spills on our
lands and something has to be
done about it, said Batise.
He added that since there
had been a spill nearby three
weeks before, it was fortunate
in a way that CN still had equipment and manpower nearby
and available to react quickly to
the March 7 derailment.
The events of the three train
derailments of oil tanker cars,
which have all occurred in the
greater Wabun territory, also
shadows the concerns of the
proposed TransCanada Energy
East Project. This project proposes to send oil and petroleum
products to Canada’s east coast
by pipeline that would pass
through Wabun First Nation territory in northeastern Ontario.

What do we do? We are in
the situation where we have to
figure out ñ is one better than
the other. Is transporting oil
and petroleum products by rail
better than pipeline? It seems
as if we have to pick our poison when it comes to this issue.
What we need from the companies that are involved in this
transportation is some kind of
commitment and assistance in
dealing with future spills and
believe me they will happen, î
explained Batise.
He commented that the fact
still remains that oil and petroleum products will continue
to be transported through the
territorial lands of the Wabun
First Nations. The greatest
concerns that the Wabun leaders have voiced are what happen when an environmental
event or disaster occurs. Batise
explained that no matter what
is decided, oil and dangerous
products will continue to be
transported through their territory and it will be the Wabun
communities that will carry
the risks of potential accidents
while distant industries, companies and non-Native government
reap the full benefits of these
projects and none of the danger
associated with these spills.
Our people live on this land.
We fish, hunt and gather on our
lands as we have been for many
generations. We cannot sit idly
by and watch as these tragic
spills happen in our backyard.
There has to be some commitment regarding responsibility and compensation when it
comes to the affect it has on
our member’s lives, explained
Batise.

Fall harvest highlights culture, teachings
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Game birds, carved eagle
feathers, traditional medicines, Metis jigging, drumming,
blueberry jam, snowshoes and
bannock on a stick were highlighted at this year’s Fall Harvest gathering in Thunder Bay.
“It’s awesome — so far we
have done the jam making, the
bannock making and watched
(Real Bouchard) paint his feathers on cedar,” says Rachelle
Pelletier, Aboriginal achievement tutor at Superior CVI
High School in Thunder Bay.
“We learned a lot about the
bird plucking station and a lot
about the blueberries that we
all enjoyed.”
Peawanuck’s Joyce Hunter
showed groups of students from
Thunder Bay-area schools how
to make boiled goose, including
the plucking, cleaning, gutting
and butchering of geese, during the Sept. 22-24 gathering at
Fort William Historical Park.
“I talk about life in the north,
about how expensive it is to live
and how hard it is to get good
nutritional food into the community,” says Hunter, Thunder
Bay’s Aboriginal liaison strategy
coordinator. “It gives a strong
sense of how different life is in
the northern communities as
compared to the south.”
Hunter also described the
migration patterns, nesting
habits and internal parts of
geese at her station.
“It is good to let people know
that this is a fact of everyday life
in some of the communities in
our province still,” Hunter says.

“People continue to live this
way; it is not something out of
the dusty old history books.”
Bouchard shared his techniques for carving and painting eagle feathers out of cedar
shakes with the students. He
began the project in 2007 by
creating a template of an eagle
feather to transfer the image to
a cedar shake for carving.

“I talk about life in
the north, about how
expensive it is to live
and how hard it is to
get good nutritional
food into the
community...”
– Joyce Hunter

“I committed to creating 500
single eagle feather carvings,”
Bouchard says. “And I’m almost
there — I’ve got another 25 to go.”
Bouchard usually sands the
cutout image into the proper
shape before using a woodburning tool to create the eagle
feather details.
“Every one has an individual
number,” Bouchard says. “I’ve
got a few more to go and then
this series will be done.”
Bouchard plans to keep the
500th eagle feather carving
for himself in a wooden case.
His eagle feather carvings have
been gifted to graduating students and people who have contributed to the Aboriginal community.
“The carving itself is really

therapeutic,” Bouchard says.
Pic Mobert’s Melissa Twance
shared some of her knowledge
about plants in the Thunder Bay
area that First Nations people
traditionally used as medicines
and foods.
“Poplar bark contains the
same kind of chemical that aspirin does,” Twance says. “(It)
helps to alleviate any kinds of
pains you may have, headaches,
joint pains. It was used a lot for
people with arthritis.”
Joan Panizza, a Metis Nation
of Ontario community wellness worker, shared some of her
knowledge about the history
of Metis jigging and the importance of the Metis sash with the
students.
“They enjoyed it and they
had fun,” Panizza says. “It
shows where they come from,
for some of them. It teaches
them about the different people
in Canada, how we celebrate
and gather together. Dancing
is dancing and people still do it
and have always done it.”
Kelvin Redsky, a Biwaase’aa
youth outreach worker, shared
stories about the drum teachings, the medicine wheel and
the seven grandfather teachings with the students. He also
spoke about the residential
school history, treaty signings
and cultural teachings.
“We need to educate each
other on our cultures,” Redsky
says. “Education is the key to
identifying ourselves to them,
but also them to identify themselves to us. It’s all about sharing the knowledge and it’s all
about getting that peace within
ourselves (out) to them.”
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photos by Rick Garrick/Wawattay News

ABOVE: Peawanuck’s Joyce Hunter spoke about the preparation of geese and wood carver Real Bouchard
shared his eagle feather carving techniques.

photos by Rick Garrick/Wawattay News

ABOVE: A group of students try out the Metis jigging dance and bake bannock on a stick at the 2015 Fall
Harvest gathering in Thunder Bay.
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The Ojibway and Cree Cultural Centre
has new educational resources available.
For more information, please call 705-267-7911.
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150 Brousseau Avenue
Unit B (Back Entrance)
Timmins, Ontario P4N 5Y4
Phone:
(705) 267-7911
Fax:
(705) 267-4988
Email:
info@occc.ca

and
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Cree Cultur

www.occc.ca
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Climate change hot topic at
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Kashechewan Elder William
Sutherland issued a warning
about climate change during
the 2015 Northern Ontario First
Nations Environment Conference — people may one day
need to buy oxygen as they now
buy water.
“We are facing a changing
world — our
environment
problems
started
500
years
ago,”
Sutherland
says to kick
William
off the Sept.
Sutherland
29-Oct.
1
gathering at
the Best Western Plus Nor-Wester Hotel near
Thunder Bay. “We were the
gatekeepers — we took care
of the land. For many years it
looked so clean; it looked so
new. The water, we could drink
from the river. And the air we
could breathe. But now everything is changing, the world
is going back to where it used
to be. A long time ago the far
north used to be like Florida.
And slowly it is going back.”
Sutherland says his father
told him years ago that people
would one day buy water to
drink.
“We cannot drink from the
river anymore,” Sutherland
says. “And in the future from
now, you are going to buy oxygen to breathe if we’re not careful in what we are doing, if we
don’t take care of our land. We
have to protect what is ours.”

Sutherland has seen many
changes, noting that the sun
changed its position in the
sky about 10 years ago, tide
waters are not going out as far
as before, the Albany River is
flooding Kashechewan more
often, polar bears are coming
ashore due to less ice on the
bay, geese are changing their
migration patterns and schedules and fish are adapting to
new conditions.
“About 10 years ago the
earth shifted; the sun doesn’t
come up where it used to come
up,” Sutherland says. “The sun
doesn’t go down where it used
to go down. You won’t notice
that unless you live outside,
unless you know the sun. It is
at least three inches off where it
used to sunrise. And that three
inches makes lots of difference.”
Sutherland says his brother
has also been noticing the
changes and eventually bought
a book on birds in North America.
“I said: ‘Why do you buy
that book — you know every
bird in James Bay,’” Sutherland
says. “And he says: ‘I see lots of
strange birds that come here in
the spring.’ And we notice that
too; birds are starting to come
here, different kinds. Now in
James Bay we have pelicans,
which we never saw before.”
Sutherland says different animals have also made their way
to James Bay.
“One time a trapper caught a
raccoon in his trap,” Sutherland
says. “He didn’t know what kind
of animal that was. He showed
it around the community and
nobody knew what kind of animal it was. And I said to him:

‘Do you ever watch Walt Disney
movies.’”
Sutherland was one of four
speakers in the morning session of the annual environment
gathering. David Pearson, professor of Earth Sciences at Laurentian University, participated
in the Being Prepared for the
Weather of the Future workshop with Sutherland while
Wawakapewin’s Simon Frogg
and Arlene Meekis-Jung participated in the Goal Setting workshop.
The Values Protection workshops included: Species at Risk
Panel Discussion; GIS for Protecting Values Panel Discussion;
Values Protection Far North
Strategy; Withdrawing Values
for Protection; Federal Contaminated Sites Process - Soil
Remediation; and Environmental Monitoring – Tools, Techniques, and Technology.
The Environmental O and
M workshops included: Best
Management Practices for the
Operation and Maintenance of
Landfill Sites; Diversion; The
Conservation Conversation:
High Hydro Bills and How We
Can Find Solutions; Waste Oil
Furnance Tour; On Site Sewage Systems; and Septic System
Classification, Operations and
Maintenance.
The Resource Management
workshops included: Solar
Panel: Let the Sunshine in for
a Sustainable Future; Capacity Building for Energy Planning; Overview of the Northern
Ontario Bioeconomy Strategy;
OPG BioEnergy Learning and
Research Centre; and Building
a First Nation Forest Industry in
Northwestern Ontario.

This Years Agenda Includes
Professional Development Workshop
Accredited Training
ED of the Year Award Ceremony
National Youth Panel
Trade Show and Artisans
and more!
REGISTER TODAY WWW.EDO.CA

Amazing Conference Prizes!
Getaway to Haida Gwaii
All-Inclusive Fly in Fishing Trip
Play and Stay Membertou Golf Escape
Yukon’s Amazing Aurora Borealis & Legends Tour

Complimentary Pass to CN Tower
Register Early to get your complimentary pass to CN Tower! All registered delegates will also be entered
into a draw for a chance to win one of many amazing Grand Prizes!
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Education

DFC High School offering skill trades classes
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Dennis Franklin Cromarty
First Nations High School Grade
12 student Nelson Kakegamic
is looking forward to completing his traditional-style bow in
woodworking class.
“It’s kind of interesting for
me — I’ve always wanted to
make a bow,” Kakegamic says
as he carves down the bow to
the required thickness. “I saw
them making bows last year
and I wanted to make one too.
But I was already in different
classes so I couldn’t. Fortunately I sought that opportunity
(for this year).”
Bow
instructor
John
Belanger says the students are
making the same kind of bows
that First Nations people made
prior to colonization.
“We use any kind of hardwood, the denser the better,”
Belanger says, noting the students are making their bows out
of maple and elm. “The specific
gravity of the wood, or the density of the wood, will indicate
its potential. The denser the
wood, the more potential your
bow has for power.”
Belanger learned how to
make the bows on his own, and
has since been reintroducing
the bow-making techniques to
First Nation communities.
“The whole art has been

lost,” Belanger says. “In the last
20 years there has been a resurgence in interest and people
are starting to learn how to do
this again. It’s been reinvented,
basically.”
Belanger usually gets his
wood supplies from the Sault
Ste. Marie area. He selects
wood that includes the outer
layer of the tree, which provides
strength to the bow.
“That is the integral part of
building, to remove the bark
carefully so the back of the bow
hasn’t been violated,” Belanger
says. “That last growth ring acts
as a lamination that takes care
of all the tension of the bow.”
Belanger says the wood is
filed off in stages so the bow
bends back symmetrically to a
20-inch draw.
“The bend should be on a
huge diameter circle so everything is equal,” Belanger says.
DFC woodworking teacher
Scott Vis says the students are
excited about working on their
bows.
“We try to put more of a cultural input into the projects that
we choose,” Vis says. “And you
can see through the students’
interest that it has been effective so far. This project is a good
introduction for using carving
tools.”
DFC chair of technological studies-First Nations trade
school coordinator Ken Liddi-

coat says students are currently
gaining skills and exposure to
the different trades through
the Construction Technology,
Manufacturing
Technology
and Transportation Technology classes. DFC plans to create a First Nations Trades High
School within the Thunder Baybased high school by improving
the school’s facilities, adding
more equipment and expanding
options for students.
“We’re looking to expand
and build a new separate classroom for the manufacturing
and get into hospitality and
tourism,” Liddicoat says. “And
just increase our availability
of courses as we can grow the
(trades) program and grow the
school within the school.”
Liddicoat says the trades
classes are popular with the
students and are “maxed right
out.”
“We started keeping track of
the retention and success rates
to help us identify the need for
a trades school, and we found
out the retention and success
rates of the students taking
these courses was well above
90 per cent,” says DFC principal Jonathan Kakegamic. “So
that gave us the means to say
we need to start a trades school
for our students in our area, the
Sioux Lookout district.”
Kakegamic says the trades
classes provide students with

the opportunity to watch, learn
and get involved.
“For the students to make a
bow out of a piece of wood, and
for them to see it develop by
their own hands is just amazing,” Kakegamic says. “Another
thing we did was a tikinagan.
The kids are excited to make
that; that is something that will
last forever as long as they take
care of it.”
Kakegamic says the trades
classes provide students with
another option to follow for
career opportunities in the
future.
“Not everyone is meant to be
a lawyer, not everyone is meant
to be a teacher or a nurse,”
Kakegamic says. “Trades is a
very viable career.”
Kakegamic says DFC plans to
enhance its welding and manufacturing facilities by adding
up-to-date equipment through
a provincial grant.
“Our next classroom we
want to address is the culinary,”
Kakegamic says. “It’s exciting
times for DFC; I’m excited and
the students are excited. It’s a
powerful tool to enhance our
communities.”

INSPECTION
Notice of Slash Pile Burning
Trout Lake and Red Lake Forest
The Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources and
Forestry (MNRF) invites
you to inspect the MNRF
approved prescribed burn
plan for slash pile burning
that will be carried out in
the Trout Lake Forest and
Red Lake Forest (see map).
As part of our ongoing
efforts to regenerate and
protect Ontario’s forests,
some recently harvested
areas have been selected to
be burned under the strict
guidelines of the MNRF
Prescribed Burn
Planning Manual. The
prescribed burn will reduce
the area covered in slash
piles while increasing the area available for regeneration and reducing the fire hazard. The
burn is scheduled for ignition between November 1, 2015 and December 15, 2015.
Information about this prescribed burn project, including specific locations and maps,
is available for public viewing at the offices of Domtar Inc. for the Trout Lake Forest and
the Red Lake Forest Management Company for the Red Lake Forest during normal
business hours and the MNRF public website at www.ontario.ca/forestplans beginning
November 1, 2015. For more information or to arrange an appointment with MNRF staff
to discuss the prescribed burn project, please contact:
TROUT LAKE FOREST
Kyle Myschowoda, Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Red Lake District Office
P.O. Box 5003, 227 Howey St.
Red Lake, ON P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727-1337
fax: 807- 727-2861
Office Hours 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Holly Aggas, Silviculture Forester
Domtar Inc.
Dryden Office
1 Duke St., Postal Bag 4004
Dryden, ON P8N 3J7
tel: 807- 223-9309
fax: 807-223-9401
Office Hours 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

RED LAKE FOREST
Kyle Myschowoda, Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
Red Lake District Office
P.O. Box 5003, 227 Howey St.
Red Lake, ON P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727-1337
fax: 807- 727-2861
Office Hours 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Robert Partridge RPF,
Management Forester
Red Lake Forest Management Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 1338, 138 Howey St.
Red Lake, ON P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727-3320
fax: 807-727-1142
Office Hours 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

BLEED

photo by Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Dennis Franklin Cromarty First Nations High School Grade 12 student Nelson Kakegamic appreciates the opportunity to work on a
traditional bow in the woodworking class at the Thunder Bay-based
school.
DFC has also been partnering with Confederation College
over the past five years to offer
dual credits, which provide

students with a high school
credit and a college credit at the
Thunder Bay-based College.
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Community
A-weh-neh-can-anah? Translation: who’s that?
Caren Isaac

Special to Wawatay News

I’m
from
Peawanuck,
Ontario, a very small isolated
First Nation reservation tucked
away 20 miles inland from
the shores of the Hudson Bay.
Today, there are about 200
people in town, and everybody
knows or is related to everyone, which is comforting in its
own close-knit sort of way. Our
community’s news and information is passed around mostly
by word of mouth. When something happens in town, it travels
through the grapevine, which
is extremely informative and
most of the time, highly entertaining. We’re a fly-in community and when there’s a stranger
wandering our roads, the main
question is, “Who’s that?” and
the answer is usually quite
interesting.
The very first time I saw
Brandon MacLeod he was
walking up the main road and
I was driving with my husband
Aaron, coming from the airport,
I had just been on a five-hour
flight home from Kingston. I
didn’t recognize his walk and as
we drove closer, I asked, “Who’s
that?” Of course, Aaron didn’t
know much. He says, “I don’t
know, I think he’s some kind of
journalist.” Then I just started
firing questions at him. “What,
really? Why? Who’s he here to
see? Is there something going
on?” Then he says, “Jish, I don’t
know. Why don’t you just go ask
him?” And when we were at the
store, I asked the first person I
saw, one of my cousins, “Why is
there a journalist in town?” She
says, “He’s teaching a course, I

think. There’s a sign-up sheet
over there. Something about
your rights, I don’t know.”
That’s how I found out he’s a
journalism trainer with Journalists for Human Rights and
now I believe that signing up for
the course has been one of my
better ideas.
After checking out the Journalist for Human Rights website, I decided it was time to
meet this Mr. MacLeod. One
afternoon, I walked to the Community Hall where he had set
up shop and my first impression
of Brandon was, “How old is
this guy?” He’s a decade older
than he looks, but after meeting
and talking, you’ll realize he’s
wise beyond his years. My aunt
once told me that these kinds of
people of are called, “old souls”.
Most importantly, he, like most
people that live in Peawanuck,
has one of the best sense of
humour I’ve come across. He
makes learning easy, even when
discussing sensitive subjects.
To complete the course you
work directly with the trainer,
applying the skills being taught
and you need to pass online
modules, which there are 22 of
that cover the different areas of
journalism. It’s been extremely
interesting and there is so much
involved when trying to tell
an accurate story. I can’t even
express the appreciation I have
that it is geared towards First
Nation communities and that a
trainer was sent to help ensure
our success.
When I had progressed to the
ninth module he was more than
happy to help when I asked to
interview him. The interview,
my first in a while, was pain-

photo by Sam Hunter

Journalism Trainer Brandon MacLeod photographing a polar bear along the shores of Hudson Bay.
ful but very rewarding. I got
nervous and thrown off by his
answers, which were amazing,
but reminded me I’m going to
need a lot of practice.
Next time you see a stranger
on the street make sure you
get the answer to your, “Who’s
that?” because you’ll never
know where it could take you.
I’ve met many people
throughout the years and I get
very curious as to how they
would find themselves here, for
a lack of better words, “in the
middle of nowhere.” I’ve found
that you have to be a special
kind of human to really appreciate and enjoy these homelands.
My favorites are teachers and
healers, both traditional and

western. They sometimes need
to adapt and re-learn a lot of
what they thought they knew
and that can be challenging but
also rewarding.
I’m very happy that Brandon
decided to come up and share
his knowledge, experience and
devotion to humanity.
Here are some excerpts from
my interview with Brandon:
Caren: What was it that
attracted you to journalism?
Brandon: Well, I was really
interested
in
journalism
because I did History in school
and I think that journalism is
a way of recording history, so
I like the idea of asking questions, I like people’s stories, I
like the idea of looking for the
truth but understanding that
there is not an ultimate truth.
Caren: How was it that you
ended up in Peawanuck?
Brandon: After I quit my job
in Bonnyville, I moved to Victoria and then in Victoria I was
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Receptionist
Wawatay Timmins Office
Cree language preference

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Radio Technician
Part-time
Wawatay Timmins Office
For more information phone 705-360-4456

Wawatay Native Communicaitons Society
135 Pine Street South, Timmins, ON, P4N 2K3
or email the Radio Manager
radiomanager@wawatay.on.ca

Caren: There aren’t many
natives in the business, why do
you think this is?
Brandon: Why do I think
there aren’t many right now
working as journalists? That’s a
good question. I think Canadian
history or history in general
shows somewhat of a systematic oppression of people. Often
it’s people of colour, people of
minorities and I think that,
that leads to prejudice in the
work place. And I think that if I
can kind of turn it around that

offering, from my perspective,
understand that I come from
a place of privilege, offering
some training in other places
that people look for and that’s
one way to help turn it around,
but that being said, I wouldn’t
say that this is a fix, it’s more
a starting point. There’s a lot
more work to be done. And I
think that and just to go a little further with that question,
people telling their own stories
is a hugely important part of
history and journalism and like
you said, it’s to have indigenous
people in their own communities telling the stories and is a
value to the rest of the world.
Caren: Cool, so you say,
you’ve been here for a month, if
you were to write about Peawanuck what would your headline
be?
Brandon: So far I would say,
maybe….hmm, that’s a good
question. *Silence* I would
probably say the headline so far
is, “Strong Community Made up
of Traditional Living.”
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Cree Broadcaster
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looking for work but I couldn’t
find enough work I was interested in. So, when I found this
job I, like I was saying before,
was a journalist by trade but
I liked teaching, teaching’s a
passion of mine, you could say.
And…I like the outdoors and in
Cold Lake it’s a similar climate.
I applied for (this job) and they
asked me all the right questions and I gave them all the
right answers and then I found
myself out here and I’m pretty
happy about it.
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Community
Getting a taste for the great outdoors with the Canadian Rangers
Jenalyn Beardy

Special to Wawatay News

Have you ever wondered
who those people are wearing
camouflage pants and matching
red hoodies? Well they would
be the Canadian Rangers, and
they are the ones who patrol
the community when something unexpected has occurred
in search and rescue. The Canadian Rangers from Patrol Unit 3
for Northern Ontario is always
looking for new recruits. Applicants must go through a lot of
paperwork, but the outcome
can be rewarding and could
lead to other career opportunities.
To apply to become a Canadian Ranger, an applicant
must see both the Patrol Commander and Patrol Clerk to
file official paperwork, and
must pass a background check.
“Once we get the results of the
background check we swear
them into the Canadian Armed
Forces, by giving an oath to
the Queen and Country,” said
Barry Borton, the warrant officer for Patrol Group 3. After
being sworn in, the applicant
has one year to take basic
training for Rangers – the DP1
Ranger course. Once they have
completed their training, they
will be part of the graduation
parade, which is a Canadian
Army tradition.
The Canadian Rangers learn
a variety of skills through their
training. “Say if somebody is
overdue the chief and council
would call one of the Canadian
Rangers to go out and look for

photo by Ryan Kaminawash

Canadian Rangers from Patrol Unit 3 are preparing to take off on a canoe exercise on the Albany River. The Patrol Unit 3 includes people from remote Northern Communities.
the missing person,” said Joey
Beardy, who is one of patrol
unit’s longest serving Rangers.
“If there is a fire nearby, you
would help out with the evacuation.”
Training for the Canadian
Rangers takes place throughout the year, no matter what
the weather is like, so they are
prepared for any situation. “In
the winter now that each patrol
has ice rescue kits we will be
doing more ice rescue training.
Also navigating is a skill that
can be done all year long. I like
keeping firing the weapons for
the Spring Summer and early
fall because it’s not fun shooting when it’s -25 outside,” said
Borton. “I like having the more
experienced Rangers teach the
younger and less experience
Rangers about survival skills
and living off the land, the
training is endless if you have
the right people involved.”
Borton explains that there
are benefits to having a Canadian Rangers patrol unit in
communities. “The Rangers is
an organized group with structure that knows what the com-

The last meeting Patrol Unit
3 had was June 5 – 8, 2015
in Mukrat Dam First Nation,
where they helped the clear the
brush in the community’s campsite. “The trip with the rangers
was awesome,” said Canadian
Ranger Joey Beardy. “We were
mainly preparing the camp, and
towards the end we had a competition.”
“We went to a place called
Quick Sand Rapids. The reason I have picked this location
is that 3 of the 4 communities I
work with can get to this location by the waterway. This year
I was fortunate enough to get
Rangers flown into Muskrat
Dam and they were taken to the
location by boat,” said Warrant
Officer Barry Borton. The Rangers involved were from four
nearby communities – Sachigo
Lake, Muskrat Dam, Sandy Lake
and North Caribou Lake.
“I want to go back to this
location every year because of
the setting and because everyone can get there,” said Borton.
“This year we started developing the site a little, and constructed a shooting Range and

built some structures for next
year.” He plans to have a training site developed by next year,
so Rangers can practice and
compete against one another.
“On the last day in Quick
Sand Rapids I split the Rangers into 2 teams and had a
relay race which consisted of
fire starting without the use of
a lighter or match, fishing, filleting the fish, a little bit of a
lumber jack competition and
a shooting competition,” said
Borton. “Everyone had a good
time and lots of laughs. It is
always good to see Ranger
from different communities
get together and work as one
team.”
In the fall the Canadian
Rangers will hold their annual
Ranger Tracker Search and Rescue Exercise. “We have Rangers
from all 20 Patrols from across
Northern Ontario. As soon as
they get to the camp they are
put into search teams and are
sent out looking for the missing
party right away,” said Borton.
This year 5 communities from
Northern Ontario will be participating in the event.

In the Northern Ontario
remote community of Sachigo
Lake First Nation, having a
Canadian Rangers unit has
been beneficial to ensure the
community is safe and secure.
“They come in really handy
when there is an emergency.
Like when a person is missing in
the bush or hasn’t come home
yet, they are really good at
gathering what they need and
get a search going right away,”
said Claude Mckay, who is a
newly elected councilor. “They
also teach the young kids valuable survival skills they would
need in the wilderness, as part
of their Junior Canadian Rangers program.”
There is a lot of pride and
passion for being in the Canadian Rangers. Myra Kanakakeesic is part of Patrol Unit 3,
and lives in Sachigo Lake First
Nation. “Being a Canadian
Ranger means so much to me,
I get to work with the military
in training,” said Kanakakeesic.
“We broaden our knowledge of
survival skills in our environment, and learn new skills in
this field.”
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munity needs and has access
to resources if required during
an emergency. They have been
trained in First Aid, ground
search and rescue, and survival techniques,” said Borton.
“They are also a role model for
the community’s youth such as
the Junior Camp Rangers.” The
Junior Camp Rangers are an
affiliate of the Canadian Rangers for youth between the ages
of 12-18 years of age.
Borton stresses that the
Canadian Rangers are in no
way affiliated with law enforcement organizations.
“The Canadian Rangers are
soldiers, not Police Officers.
They have no powers to arrest
and they cannot respond to
policing matters,” said Borton.
Despite this, some of the
training that the Canadian
Rangers receive is similar to
what police must go through.
“We hold ground search and
rescue courses for the Rangers
in Borden,” said Borton. “This is
the same course taught to OPP
officers, and in fact we have
OPP instructors teaching this
course.”
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Join us in honouring the
Annual Day of Prayer
for First Nations Children.
Do you know about Jordan’s Principle?
Visit fncaringsociety.com to learn more.
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Health

Sachigo Lake runs against diabetes

photo by Alexis Angeconeb

ABOVE: People from Sachigo Lake First Nation participates in a walk
or run for diabetes on September 28, 2015. The North West company
organized the event, and the purpose of the run was to raise awareness of how diabetes disproportionally impacts remote communities
of Canada.
photos by Rasheed Gray-Mekanak

TOP RIGHT: Janelle Barkman, 9, participates in the North West Run
for Diabetes in Sachigo Lake First Nation, September 28, 2015. The
purpose of the run was raise awareness of the high rate of diabetes in
First Nations communities. According to the Public Health Agency of
Canada, diabetes disproportionally impacts First Nations communities, with 15.3 per cent of Indigenous people on reserves living with
the disease.
RIGHT: All the runners who participated in the North West Run
for Diabetes on September 28, 2015 in Sachigo Lake First Nation
received a medal.
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