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PM Trudeau announces historical inquiry into MMIW
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
announced the launch of a national
inquiry to address the high number
of missing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls on December 8 at
the AFN’s Special Chiefs Meetings in
Ottawa.
The Government has committed to
begin engaging with survivors, family
members and loved ones of victims, as
well as National Aboriginal, provincial,

and territorial representatives to seek
their views on the design and scope of
the inquiry. These meetings will be led
by the Honourable Carolyn Bennett,
Minister of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs, the Honourable Jody WilsonRaybould, Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada, and the
Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister of
Status of Women.
In the New Year, meetings will continue across Canada that involve family
members and a range of provincial, ter-

ritorial, justice and front-line workers,
as well as Indigenous women’s organizations. The Government of Canada
believes that an inquiry into missing
and murdered Indigenous women and
girls can only be designed after hearing
from those directly affected.
A discussion guide has been developed and will soon be available on-line
to help focus meetings on this inquiry
design process.
It highlights important elements
and key questions about the inquiry’s

ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ ᑭ ᑭᑕᑭᒪᑲᓄ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐨ
ᒉᑊ ᔑᓫᐟᐢ

ᑲᐅᐡᑭᑭᔑᑲᐠ
30
ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ
ᑲᐡᑲᑎᓄᐱᓯᑦ
ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ ᑲᐅᒋᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ
ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐊᐧᐠ ᓭᐣᑌᓂᔪ
ᑭᒋᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᑭᓇᑕᐃᐧ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᑫᓂᒥᐨ ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ ᑲᐅᒋᐨ
ᑲᕑᓂᐟ ᐊᐣᒋᑯᓀᑊ ᑲᑭᒥᓂᑯᐨ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ ᐊᓂᓯᐸᐟ ᑐᑎᐢᐁᐧᓫ
ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᓴᑲᑯᐦᐅᓇᐣ.
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ
ᑭᑕᔑᓂᑕᐃᐧᑭ
ᐊᐣᒋᑯᓀᑊ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᐱᔕᐳᐡᑲᐣ ᑲᑭᐱ
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐨ ᐯᓫᐃᑲᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑐᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑭᔭᓂ
ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐊᐧᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ
ᑭᔑᑐᐸᐣ ᐅᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐧᐢᑐᕑᐣ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᔪᓂᐳᕑᓯᑎ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᒥᐦᐊᐁᐧ
ᐯᔑᐠ ᑲᑭᓂᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐊᐧᐊᐧᑌ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᒥᔑᓄᔭᑭ ᐃᒪ
ᑲᑭᑕᓇᓄᑭᐨ. ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᑕᓇᓄᑭᐨ
ᑭᐅᑌᓇᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ, ᐅᑭᒪᒋᑐᐣ
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐅᐣᑕᑲᓀᓯᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑐᐃᐧᐣ
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᒪᒋᑐᐣ
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ
ᒪᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑐᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ.
ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᑲᔦ ᐅᑭᐱᒥᔭᓄᑲᑕᐣ ᑲᑲᑫᐧ
ᒪᒥᓇᐧᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ
ᑲᑭᔑᐊᐧᓂᑐᑕᐃᐧᑕᐧ

ᑲᔭᐡ
ᑲᑭᐱ
ᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ, ᐊᔕ ᓂᔕᐧ
ᑭᐱ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐊᑲᓄ
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑫᐧ
ᐊᓂᓯᐸᐟ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 2002
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ 2012. ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑯᑕᑭᓂ ᑭ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐊᐸᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ
30 2012 ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᔓᑲᐊᐧᐱᓀᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ
ᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᐃᔕᐨ ᒋᓇᑕᐃᐧᒥᓇᑲᓄᐨ
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂ,
ᒥᑕᐡ
ᑲᑭᔭᓂᓯᓭᓂᐠ
ᐁᑭ
ᑯᐡᑯᒪᑲᓄᐨ
ᐁᑭᐱᑲᓄᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᐯᔑᐠ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧ
ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ ᒋᐱᒥᓂᑯᐨ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒪᒋᑕᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑭᐸᑭᓂᑌ ᐁᑭᒪᒋᐦᐊᒥᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᑲᒧᐣ
ᓂᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᒪᑌᐧᐦᐃᑫᐠ ᑲᑭᓂᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐊᐱᐣ ᑭᓂᑲᒧᒋᑲᑌ “ᐅ ᑲᓇᑕ ᓂᑲᒧᐣ’’.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑭᒋᐦᐊ ᑕᐧᑦ ᐱᑕᐁᐧᐁᐧ
ᑭᐊᔭᓂᐊᔭᒥᒋᑫ.
ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᐊᔭᒥᐨ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ, “ᓂᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ
ᑫᓂᐣ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐱᔕᔭᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᑯᑕᐠ
ᓂᑭᑫᓂᒪᓯᐣ ᑫᑭᒥᓇᑲᓄᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂ ᑲᑭᒥᓂᑯᔭᐣ ᐊᔑᐨ
ᑭᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ.
Con't on page 3

potential design. This includes questions about who should conduct the
inquiry, the length of the inquiry,
who should be heard, and what issues
should be considered. Canadians and
stakeholders are also encouraged to
submit their own answers to these
questions in a soon to be launched online survey.
At the end of this engagement process, the Government will report
back on what has been heard from
the participants. The views and ideas

Angeconeb presented
with Order of Canada
Geoff Shields
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The Honourable Elzabeth Dowdeswell
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario presents
Lac Seul’s Garnet Angeconeb with the
Insignia for the Order of Canada.

expressed by all participants will
allow the Government to develop the
inquiry, including the mandate, the
terms of reference, the format of the
Inquiry, and the timeline.
The Government of Canada is
strongly committed to an inclusive
and respectful engagement process.
Balancing a diversity of viewpoints to
design the inquiry will respond to the
needs and expectations of the survivors, family members, and loved ones
of victims.

On Monday, 30th of November
dignitaries and members of the Lac
Seul and Sioux Lookout communities
gathered on the 3rd floor of the town
Centennial Centre to honour a well
respected Lac Seul member Garnet
Angeconeb as he received an Insignia for the Order of Canada from the
hands of the Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario, the Honourable Elizabeth
Dowdeswell.
Angeconeb was born in Sioux
Lookout and is a survivor of the Pelican Lake Indian Residential School.
He went on to become a journalist
after graduating from the University
of Western Ontario and was one of
the two founding members of Wawatay Native Communications Society
where he worked for number of years.
His other achievements include being
a Councillor for the Municipality of
Sioux Lookout, a founding member of

the Multicultural Association of Northwestern Ontario and founder of the
Sioux Lookout Anti Racism Committee.
Having devoted his life to the principals of Truth and Reconciliation, he
has been awarded the Queen Elizabeth 11 Diamond Jubilee award twice
in 2002 and again in 2012. He was
awarded the Order of Canada Medal
on December 30th 2012 however due
to the fact that he suffers from diabetes and a degenerative muscle condition he had been unable to make the
journey to receive it, consequently it
came as a surprise when he received a
phone call to say that a member of the
Government was coming to present it
to him.
The ceremony opened with a welcome song from four traditional drummers followed by a stirring rendition
of “ Oh Canada ’’. Elder Tom Peetawayway then said a prayer.
Con’t on page 3
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Sports
Lac La Croix members help lead championship team
Rick Garrick
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Lac La Croix brothers Henry
and Brandon Geyshick helped
lead the Fort Frances High
School senior boys volleyball
team to an 8-0 season record
and the NorWOSSA championship.
“It was pretty exciting — they
pretty much dominated from
start to finish,” says Fort Frances High School vice principal
Dan Bird about the NorWOSSA
(Northwestern Ontario Secondary School Athletic Association)
tournament. “They had a good
crowd with Fort (Frances) High
being the host. They were the
last gold medal match of the
day, so there was a good crowd
on hand.”
Unfortunately, the volleyball team was not able to
travel to Thunder Bay for their
first game in the NWOSSAA
(Northern Ontario Secondary
School Athletic Association)
championships and had to forfeit the game. They made it to
the second game but lost to Sir
Winston Churchill High School,
who moved on to the OFSAA
(Ontario Federation of School
Athletic Associations) championships in Kenora.
Although the brothers didn’t
make it to the OFSAA championships this year, they did play
in the OFSAA championships
last year.
“With Dryden (High School)
hosting OFSAA last year, even
though we got second in NorWOSSA, we still got a chance
to play in NWOSSAA and we
placed first,” Henry says. “It
was the first time in 15 years
that the (Fort Frances) Muskies
made it to OFSAA. Everyone
was stoked about it.”
The brothers helped the volleyball team to a 7-1 record last
year, after the team finished with
a 1-7 record the year before.
Henry says he and Brandon
have different strengths: he
excels at hitting and Brandon
excels at passing.

“Our coach made (Brandon)
libero for the team and that was
a great advantage,” Henry says.
“For me it was my hitting. I was
one of the go to guys when it
came to desperate points in the
game.”
The libero is a defensive
player who does not rotate
as the other players do, but
remains in the back row usually
in the middle position.
“I’m probably one of the
stronger passers on the team
right now,” Brandon says. “I
always practice it every day. It
just got easier and easier to read
the hitters. You just have to be
standing in the right place, you
can’t be behind the blocks. You
have to find the openings.”
The brothers received support from their family and other
relatives throughout the two
volleyball seasons.
“They liked watching us
play,” Brandon says. “Whenever
they get the chance they drive
us. My mom drives everywhere
to watch us play. She took us to
the North American Indigenous
Games in Regina last summer.
She was at OFSAA, NWOSSAA,
NorWOSSA. She’s a big supporter.”
Henry says the team is a “fun
group of guys.” He is one of two
returning Grade 12 players on
this year’s team, while Brandon
and the rest of the team are all
Grade 12 players.
“Everybody is having fun,”
Henry says. “All the players
played either junior ball when
they were in Grade 9 or 10 or
they played last year on the
team with us.”
Before last year, the brothers
went to school in Lac La Croix.
They plan to attend college and
university after high school.
“We love the extra-curricular
activities out here,” Henry says.
“We wanted to finish school
with a good education and
hopefully get into college right
away.”
Henry is also looking into the
opportunity to play for a university volleyball team after his
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The Geyshick brothers, Henry and Brandon, helped their Fort Frances High School senior boys volleyball team to an 8-0 record and a NorWOSSA championship this year.
coach suggested the possibility.
“Hopefully things will work
out, but if not I am going to go
with Plan B, which is heavy
machinery,” Henry says.
Brandon is interested in a

career in aviation.
“My dad is a guide, so he
does fly-outs and every now
and then he takes me with
him,” Brandon says. “I get to sit
on the front and watch how the

pilot works the plane.”
The brothers learned how
to play volleyball from an early
age by watching their parents
and sisters on the volleyball
court.

“They used to take us to the
gym every night,” Henry says.
“And we kind of grew up to love
the sport.”

WAW

Date Com

May 1,
Size:

Thank You, Airlines!

Thank You, Airlines!

6 COL x

Complete

WAWATAY NEWS
Date Completed:

May 1, 2012
Size:

6 COL x 84 AGATES
Completed by:

Matthew
ID:

20120510 W
May 3, 201

To: ______

______

Matthew Bradley

From: ___

To: ______________________

Please pro
it today by
will run as

ID:

20120510 WWT Thanks Airlines m
May 3, 2012 12:22 PM

______________________
From: ___________________
@ Wawatay News
Please proof your ad and return
it today by fax, otherwise your a
will run as it is on this fax.

Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News
Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News
to our northern communities is appreciated.
Choose 1 of the following:
Run as is

Run ad with changes

@W

Choose 1

Run

Run
(no

Req

DO

(in f

(no additional proof required)

Require new proof
DO NOT RUN AD
(in for quote only)

to our northern communities is appreciated.

Ad cost: __

To run: ___

Ad cost: ____________________

To run: _____________________
____________________________
Signature of Client’s Approval
Note:
Ad proofs may not print out the
same size as they will appear in
the newspaper.

__________
Signature

Note:
Ad proofs m
same size
the newspa

Wawatay News
From page 1

ᑭᑐᒋ ᑭᑕᑭᒪᑕᑯ ᑭᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ
ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ. ᐁᐅᒋ
ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓂᑫᑕᒪᑯᔭᐣ ᑭᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᑯ ᐁᑕ ᐅᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ,
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ ᐅᒪ ᑲᔭᐱᑕᑲᒥᑲᐠ.
ᑭᑭᑌᑕᒪᑯ,
ᑭᓴᑭᐦᐃᑯ
ᒥᓇ
ᑭᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧ ᒥᓄᔭᓇᐊᐧ.
ᒥᑫᐧᐨ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ.
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑯᑕᐠ ᑲᑭᐊᔭᒥᐨ ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᐠᓫᐃᐳᐟ ᐳᓫ ᑭᔭᓂᑭᑐ,
“ᑌᐯᐧ ᐱᑯ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᓄᑯᑦ
ᑲᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ ᐅᒪ ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ.
ᑭᓇᑯᑕᒪᐊᐧᒥᐣ ᐅᑭᑌᐣᑕᑯᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ
ᑲᐃᐧᒋᑕᔑᑫᒪᔭᐠ
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᑫᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ. ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ
ᐅᑭᐱᔭᓄᑲᑕᓇᐣ ᒥᓇᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐧᔭᑯᓇᑯᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ
ᑌᐱᓂᑫᑕᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ
ᑕᐱᑕᐃᐧᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑯᓯᐃᐧᐣ,
ᒋ ᔭ ᓂ ᑫ ᐧ ᑭ ᐡ ᑲ ᒪ ᑲ ᐠ
ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᑯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᔑᐱᒧᓭᒪᑲᓂᐠ
ᐅᒪᓇᑌᑕᑯᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ.
ᑭᑭᒋᓀᓂᒥᑯ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᔑ
ᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᓇᓄᑭᑕᒪᐊᐧᑕᐧ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑭᓴᑭᐦᐃᑯ, ᒥᑫᐧᐨ,” ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐊᐱᐣ ᐅᑭᒥᓇᐣ ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧ ᒥᑲᐧᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᑭᒪᒋᐦᐃᑲᑌ ᒥᑭᓯᐧᐃ ᒥᑲᐧᐣ
ᓂᑲᒧᐣ.
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᐅᑌᓇ ᐅᑭᒪ ᑕᐠ
ᓫᐊᕑᐊᐣᐢ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᔭᓂᐊᔭᒥ
ᐁᑭᐃᑭᑐᐨ, “ᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᒥᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ
ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᐁᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑲᕑᓂᐟ
ᑲᒥᓇᑲᓄᐨ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂ.
ᑲᕑᓂᐟ
ᒥᑐᓂ
ᑲᐡᑭᐦᐁᐃᐧᓯ
ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᐨ
ᐅᐱᔑᑯᑲᐠ
ᑲᐅᒋᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᐃᑭᑐᒥᐣ
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ.”
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ
ᐅᑭᔭᓂ
ᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᐱᒪᒥᓇᑲᓄᐸᐣ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐱᐅᑕᓇᐠ,
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᐅᑕᐱᓇᑲᓄᐸᐣ
ᐅ ᑌ ᓇ ᐃ ᐧ ᑭ ᒪ ᐃ ᐧ ᓂ ᐠ
ᒋᔑᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
1985, ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᑭᐸᐣ
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᒪᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑐᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᐱᒥ
ᓂᑲᓂᐱᒧᑐᐨ ᒪᒥᓇᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂ.
ᒪᒋᐨ
ᑭᔭᓂᑭᑐ,
“ᒥᑫᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᓂᒥᓀᑕᐣ
ᑲᑭᒥᓂᑯᔭᐣ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᕑᓂᐟ.”
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂ ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᓂᓯᐸᐟ
ᑐᑌᐢᐁᐧᓫ ᑭᔭᓂᑐ ᑲᒥᒪᒋᐊᔭᒥᐨ
“ᓂᔕᐁᐧᐣᑕᑯᐢ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐱᔕᔭᐣ
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ.

ᐊᔕ ᐯᔑᑯᔭᑭ ᐣᑐᒋᐃᓇᓄᑭ
ᐅᒪ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒧᑐᔭᐣ ᐣᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓇᐱᐨ ᑭᓀᐧᐡ ᑕᐱᓭ
ᒥᓇ
ᑕᒪᒪᑲᑌᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᒋᔭᓂ
ᐱᒥᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ
ᐅᒪ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ. ᐊᔕ ᐁᐧᑎ
ᐣᑭᐱᐊᔭ ᐸᑕᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ, ᔕᐊᐧᓄᐠ,
ᐊᐧᐸᓄᐠ ᒥᓇ ᓀᑲᐱᐦᐊᓄᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᐯᑭᐡ ᑲᑐᑕᒪᐣ
ᑲᐸᐸᒥᔭᔭᐣ
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ
ᐁᐧᑎ
ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ,
ᐁᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᐣ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ,
ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐊᓂᐣ
ᐁᔑᐸᑯᓭᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ
ᒋᔭᓂᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ
ᑕᓴᐧ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ ᒋᑭᐅᑫᔭᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ
ᐅᒪ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ, ᓂᒪᒋᐃᐧᑐᓇᐣ
ᒥᔑᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋ
ᑲᑭᑫᑕᒪᓂᐣ. ᓇᐱᐨ ᒥᔑᓇᑐᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᑎ
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐃᓀᑫ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐯᔑᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ
ᒥᓄᐃᐧᒋᑐᐃᐧ ᐊᔓᑕᒪᑐᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭ
ᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᓇᓂᐊᐧᑭᐸᐣ
2012
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒋᒥᓄᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑕᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ
ᑌᐯᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒪᓇᑌᓂᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑐᐃᐧᓂ,
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᐊᒥ ᑲᐃᓀᑕᒪᐣ ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᓇ
ᑲᐃᔑᐯᔑᑯᔭᐠ
ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ.
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᐊᓂᑫᐡᑲᐊᐧᑲᐧ
ᐣᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐅᑭᐱ
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᓄᑌᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐃᔑᐸᑯᓭᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᒪ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓇᐱᐨ ᐣᑭᒋᓀᑕᐣ
ᐁᓂᐱᒥᔭᓂᑫ ᐱᒧᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ ᐅᒪ
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ.” ᐅᑭᔭᓂᐊᓂᒧᑕᐣ
ᑲᔦ
ᑲᐧᔭᑲᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐊᐱᐣ ᐅᑭᐊᑯᑲᓇᐣ ᓴᑲᑯᐦᐅᓇᐣ
ᐊᐣᒋᑯᓀᑊ ᐅᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᑭ
ᑭᒋᐸᐸᓯᓂᒋᐦᐊᒪᓱᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ ᒥᓇᑲᓄᐨ
ᓴᑲᑯᐦᐅᓇᐣ ᑭᒥᓇ ᒋᐊᔭᒥᐨ,
ᑭᔭᓂᑐ
“ᒥᑐᓂ
ᐣᑭᒋᓀᑕᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐃᑯᔭᐣ
ᑭᑕᑭᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᔕᐁᐧᓂᒥᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ
ᒥᑫᐧᐨ ᑭᑎᓂᓇᐊᐧ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ
ᓂᐦᓱᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ
ᐅᑕᓇᐠ
ᐊᐱ
ᑲᑭᐱᑲᓄᓂᑯᔭᐸᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑫᐧ
ᐅᑕᓄᑭᓇᑲᓇᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ
ᐁᑭᐱᐃᐧᑕᒪᑯᔭᐣ
ᒋᒥᓂᑯᔭᐣ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᑯᔭᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ

DECEMBER 15, 2015

ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᑕᒪᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᐅᒋ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᒥᓂᑯᔭᐣ, ᑭᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ. ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᔭᓂᑭᑐ,
“ᓂᒥᑫᐧᑕᐣ
ᐊᔕ
ᐁᓂᑐᑭᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᐁᐧᒥᓇᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ,
ᑲᑌᐧᐯᐃᐧᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑐᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᒥᑐᓂ ᐱᑯ ᑭᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧ ᒥᒋᒥᓂᑯᒥᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ
ᓂᐱᒋᐡᑲᑯᐣ
ᐸᑯᓭᓂᒧᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ ᓄᓯᓴᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᐃᐧᔭᓂ ᒥᒋᒥᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑐᑭᐡᑲᑯᔭᐣ
ᒋᔭᓂᐸᑲᓂᓭᔭᐠ
ᑭᑐᑌᒥᓇᓂᐠ
ᐁᒪᒪᐃᐧᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᐱᒥᔭᓂᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᒋᐃᐧᐃᔑ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐣᑎ ᑫᓄᒋᔕᐳᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᔭᓂᒥᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ, ᒋᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᑭᐣ
ᐅᑕᓇᐠ
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᑭᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ,
ᒋᑲᑫᐧᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐠ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᐃᔑᐱᒧᓂᑎᓱᔭᐠ ᓄᑯᑦ
ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ
ᑫᓄᒋᑭᑫᑕᒪᐠ
ᒪᒪᐤ ᑫᓂᔑᒥᓄᓭᔭᐠ ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ.
ᒥᓇᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᔕ ᐊᓄᑭᒪᑲᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᐅᒋ. ᒥᑫᐧᐨ.”
ᒥᑕᐡ
ᐁᑭᔭᓂ
ᑭᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᒪᒪᐃᐧᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑐᑌᐢᐁᐧᓫ ᑭᔭᓂᑭᑐ,
“ᐯᔑᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ
ᒋᑭᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᐅᒪ ᐣᑕᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᒪᒥᓇᑲᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ.
ᐁᐅᒋ
ᓇᑯᑕᒪᐊᐧᑭᑕᐧ
ᓇᐱᐨ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᑭᒥᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐁᐧ ᑲᕑᓂᐟ
ᑭᑎᐸᒋᒪᑲᓄ ᐁᐱᒪᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐨ.
ᐅᐱᒪᓄᑲᑕᓇᐣ
ᒥᓂᑯᐠ
ᑲᐱᐅᒋᐱᒪᑎᓯᐨ ᑫᓂᔑᒥᓄᓭᓂᐠ
ᐃᐧᒋᐱᒪᑎᓯᒥᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑯᑕᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ ᐣᑕᔭᓯᐣ
ᑫᑭᑐᑕᒪᐸᐣ
ᑲᐱᒋᒥᓀᐧᑕᒪᐣ
ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᔭᐣ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ
ᑲᐱ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᑕᐸᑕᐦᐊᐠ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᓇᑯᑕᒪᑫᐨ.”
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐨ ᐯᑭ
ᓴᐣᑐᕑᐢ, ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᒥᓇᑲᓄᐸᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓂ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᑲᑭᐊᔭᒥᐨ.
“ᒥᑐᓂ
ᐣᑌᐱᓇᐁᐧᓯᑲᑕᒪᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᒥᓇᑲᓄᐨ
ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂ,
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᑯᑕᐠ ᐣᑭᑫᓂᒪᓯᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑫᑭᒥᓇᑲᓄᐸᐣ. ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑯ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ
ᓇᐯᐃᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐊᐧᓭᐡᑲᐣ ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂ
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃ ᑕᓯᓀᐧᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᐱᐊᐃᔑᒋᑫᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᓂᑭᒋᓀᑕᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ.”
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From page 1
First speaker was Nishnawbe
Aski (NAN) Grand Chief Grand
Chief Alvin Fiddler, “I am really
happy to be here, I couldn’t
think of a more deserving person than yourself along with
your family. It’s an honour
to your life, your work, your
career, and your life of service.
This award gives some recognition of your work not just here
but right across the province,
right across the country. We
honour you, we love you and
your family, and we wish you
well. Meegwetch,” he said.
The next speaker, Lac Seul
Chief Clifford Bull concurred,
“This is indeed a special occasion for Lac Seul First Nation.
We are honouring a very special
man in our community, a man
who is very well respected. He
has done great work in the area
of truth and reconciliation to
bring about equality, change,
and recognition respect. We
are very proud of the work you
have done on behalf of all citizens of Canada a truly remarkable achievement we also love
you very much, Meegwetch,”
he then presented him with an
eagle feather which was accompanied by a traditional feather
song.
Municipal Mayor Doug Lawrence went on to say that, “We
are here today to honour Garnet as he receives his citation as
a member of the Order of Canada. Garnet is an accomplished
Anishinabe from the Lac Seul
First Nation and now we can
call him a member of the Sioux
Lookout Municipality as well”.
He went on to speak about
his receiving of the Golden
Jubilee Awards for his accomplishments, his election to the
Municipal Council in1985,
spearheading the foundation of
the Sioux Lookout Anti-Racism
Committee and his leadership
in reconciliation. He concluded,
“Thank You, Meegwetch and
congratulations Garnet.”
The Honourable Elizabeth

Dowdeswell opened her presentation with, “ It’s a very real
privilege to be here in Sioux
Lookout. I have been in my
position for just a year and I
have this very long and fascinating journey to learn about
the province. I have been to the
high Arctic, the South, the East
and the West and this is part of
my journey over the next tour
years, to discover who Ontarians really are, what matters to
them and what they want to be
in the future and every time, I
have the opportunity to visit
a place like Sioux Lookout, I
come away with many lessons.

“I am feeling the spirit
of reconciliation, the
spirit of real relations
and the spirit is gripping on us ever so
tightly ...”
– Garnet Angeconeb

This is a particularly interesting case for Northwestern
Ontario as I was reading a little
bit about the community and
one of the things I learnt, was
about the Friendship Accord
that was signed with First
Nations in 2012 emphasizing
values of honesty, respect, collaboration and I thought that
this is really something that all
of us could well do to honour
where we live. My predecessors were concerned with the
needs of, wishes, aspirations of
the various Aboriginal people
of this province and certainly
I am honoured to continue on
that work.” She went on to talk
about Reconciliation and then
pinned the Order of Canada
Medal on Angeconeb to a round
of applause.
The recipient then took the
floor, he opened with “I am
truly honoured by this gesture

The Board and Staff at Wawatay Native
Communications Society wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

of respect and special kindness
with that I say to you Meegwetch and thank you from the
bottom of my heart It was three
years ago when I received that
unforgettable phone call from
the office of the Governor General of Canada and with this
recognition I am bestowed with
today, let me say to you it is also
a reflection of you, all of you
today in this country. He continued, “I am feeling the spirit
of reconciliation, the spirit of
real relations and the spirit is
gripping on us ever so tightly
and I am extremely hopeful
as I look into the eyes of my
grandchildren that hopefully
we will all grab onto that spirit
of big change that my friends
is our collective challenge and
in meeting this challenge, we
must acknowledge our shared
past understand and treat the
present and engage in meaningful ways to shape our future
together to the betterment of
all. Reconciliation my friends
is happening, so today this is
about all of us Meegwetch.”
This concluded the event.
Dowdeswell shared,
“One of the special things I
get to do is to invest people into
the Order of Ontario or on this
occasion on behalf of the Governor General to do so to the
Order of Canada. It’s a chance
to say to people how important
they are to their country and
Garnet has been described as
a community builder. He’s a
person who has worked all his
life towards reconciliation, so I
can’t think of anything id rather
do than to be here in Sioux
Lookout honouring someone of
that stature.”
Sioux Lookout Elder Peggy
Sanders, herself a member of
the Order of Canada summed
up. “I am so happy he got this,
there is nobody I know of who
deserves it more than he does.
He is a most outstanding man
and he aluminates this town,
this community and this area
with the things he does and I
am proud to be here for him.”
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ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ 1974 ᐁᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑭᐧᐁᑎᓄᐠ
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Commentary

My night in Paris
Xavier
Kataquapit
UNDER THE
NORTHERN SKY

M

y night in Paris started
with myself and my
friend standing on
Boulevard Henri IV, a little lost
while looking for the Bastille.
From our pause on the corner
we were looking at a map in
the middle of the hustle and
bustle of Parisians making
their way along the busy street
at the end of the day. All of a
sudden a hand reached up out
of the crowd of passersby and
touched my shoulder. I turned
with the touch and came face to
face with a very old gentleman
who looked a little like Peter
O’Toole and he asked in perfect
Londoner English, “Can I be of
some service? You two seemed
quite lost.”
He introduced himself as
Monsieur Mada and provided
us with a short history of the
area we had wondered into. He
said he was intrigued to meet a
real Canadian Aboriginal. After
a lengthy conversation, which
was more like a history lesson,
the fragile, yet still bright and
vivid man with a cane invited
us to see “A real Parisian apartment.” How could we refuse?
His apartment was nearby
in one of the historic buildings
that lined the street. On the
fourth floor we made our way
down a marble corridor, where
we were greeted by a burly
young black man with a bush
of frizzy hair. Monsieur Mada
addressed him as Edmund his
assistant and introduced us
as his new Canadian friends.
We were soon seated in a very
elegant and large living room
sipping on orange juice.
Monsieur Mada, who
informed us he was 80 years
of age, told us his story there
in the dim lamp lit room that
featured a wall of books and
soft old leather couches. He
took us on a tour of his home,
revealing his life story as we
walked about. His mother was
a renowned Algerian dancer
who had fallen in love with
his father, a World War Two
fighter pilot who later became
a commercial aviator. We saw
images of his parents in black
and white photos. Many were
of a beautiful young Algerian
woman in a flowing robe and
several of his father in military
uniform. He spoke slowly and
softly about his career in government and the military, only
to say “I was always employed
in the service of NATO. That
was long ago now and honestly, I have some very difficult
memories of that time. It was
after the war and there was a
lot going on. Some of the things
I had to do I am not proud of so
I prefer to leave it there.”
As if to clear the air he
became uplifted and invited us
out to dinner at his favourite

nearby restaurant and bar. “We
will go down the block to visit
the Fat Lady,” he said beaming with a mischievous smile.
Edmund encouraged us to head
to the bar and let us know that
Monsieur Mada had a running
tab there so not to think about
the cost. Actually, we decided
the night was on us and that
was an expensive decision.
It was a short walk down
Boulevard Henri IV to the
small restaurant bar called La
CavetiËre. The lights inside
were warm and inviting. A
young man was playing a
piano, people were dancing
and the space was filled with
music, chatter and laughter.
The walls were adorned with
autographed framed photos of
many of the artists, musicians
and actors of France. As we
shuffled between chairs, tables
and people, a haze of cigarette
smoke hung around us like fog.
The place was already full in
the early evening.
A woman shouted, “Monsieur Mada!, Monsieur Mada!,”
and a big, blond lady raced
up to Monsieur Mada and
devoured him in a hug with
excited words in French. We
were introduced to the Fat Lady
and ushered to a table at the
back of the bar where we could
see everyone. We ate an amazing meal of roasted lamb in a
rich sauce. As the night rolled
on, the crowd swelled and the
piano player sang his heart out
in well-known French tunes and
American hits.
After a few hours we could
see that Monsieur Mada had
lost his perkiness and seemed
to grow droopy and tired. We
suggested getting him back to
his apartment and calling it a
night. He was thankful I think
for that offer.
The crowd was pressing and
Monsieur Mada led us in a line
parting the dancing Parisians.
Mid way through the place a
beautiful young woman, turned
and reached for Monsieur
Mada’s hand. He took her hand
and danced with her under the
glow of the soft warm yellow
lights and the haze of cigarette
smoke. His face lit up as he ushered up the energy to spin her
around and move gracefully on
the floor. They embraced for an
instant and then we continued
on our way to the front door.
Back on the street we made
our way to the apartment. We
left him and Edmund with
promises of a return visit after
exchanging addresses. On leaving the impressive old building
and returning to the Parisian
night we were surprised by
the sound of a party horn. We
looked up and there was Monsieur Mada on his balcony, waving adieu, adorned in a party
hat and blowing on one of those
silly party horns.
All my love and condolences
to the people of Paris in this
tragic time with the memories
of Monsieur Mada and my night
in Paris on my mind.
www.underthenorthernsky.com

Pauline LacSeul/Special to Wawatay News

The Ni jewan singers of Lac Seul First Nation receive recognition from Chief and Council at the community’s Annual General Meeting
(AGO). The four young singers recently travelled to Ryerson University in Toronto for their first performance of their song Echo My
Soul (available on iTunes). Pictured here Youth Chief Reina Foster, N’we Jinan artist Taylor Bottle, Chief Clifford Bull, N’we Jinan artist Cassie Capay, N’we Jinan artist Chelsea Barkman, and Youth Councillor Rinda Trout. Missing from the photo is N’we Jinan artist
Jenelle Manitowabi who attends school in Winnipeg.

Driving on northern roads in bad
winter weather is deadly
Xavier
Kataquapit
UNDER THE
NORTHERN SKY

It is that season again and
we have to deal with snow,
icy roads, freezing rain and
sometimes blizzards. I love the
north and I enjoy all that winter offers, no matter what the
weather might be. However, I
realize also just how deadly the
roads and highways can be this
time of the year.
I am aware that more and
more people I know from up
the James Bay coast are coming
south and renting vehicles or
purchasing them to drive during their vacation time. I don’t
think people realize how dangerous travelling on the roads
can be during the winter.
So many people just take for
granted that they can simply
jump into their car or truck
and head out on the roads and
highways in the north this time
of the year. Seasoned and experienced drivers know better. I
have known too many people
who have lost their lives on our

northern roads and highways
and they were all good drivers.
The only mistake they made
was to head out onto an icy,
snow covered road in poor
conditions and at the wrong
place and with bad timing just
lost control of their vehicle and
ended up crashing into an on
coming vehicle or veering off
the road and hitting a rock cut
or solid object.
It is bad enough to have to
deal with car and pick up truck
traffic on routes like Highway
11 that runs through Northern Ontario and right across
Canada. To make matters
worse and very dangerous that
highway is constantly full of
travelling transport trucks.
In icy rain, blizzards and all
kinds of horrific winter conditions these trucks rarely stop or
pull off the road as they have
deadlines to meet for delivery
of their goods. Many of the
drivers who have to deal with
these deadly winter conditions
are also very tired as they have
logged multiple hours on the
road.
I have counted hundreds of
transport trucks on my way
south in the winter on Highway
11. Even in blizzard conditions
when nobody including myself

should have been on the road I
met convoys of transport trucks
and the whiteouts they caused
as we met, made for blind driving conditions. Most of the
time I don’t travel in bad winter
weather anymore and if I am
on the road and things get just
too risky then I stop and stay in
a hotel or motel overnight.
Travel on northern roads in
the winter is much like Russian
roulette in that the vehicle you
are meeting on the icy road in
blizzard conditions might not
spin out and hit you or vice
versa but really it is just a matter of luck. It does not matter
how good a driver you are and
how tough or manly you think
you are, driving on bad winter
roads is just not a very intelligent thing to do. A persons
life is much more valuable than
the need to be anywhere that
demands travel on a terrible
winter night in conditions that
stack the odds of having an
accident against you.
How do any of us rationalize driving on a hockey rink in
white out blizzard conditions
while meeting a steady flow of
huge transport trucks that is
just barely hanging on to the
road? It really is kind of crazy
when you think of it. Yet, we

tend to take life for granted and
head out onto these dangerous
rides that often end in tragic
results.
Is it really worth it to head
out to some hockey or other
sports tournament with a
bunch of kids in your vehicle
on icy and dangerous roads just
to play a game? Is a business
meeting or the attendance at
some event so important that it
should put your life and those
of your family in danger as you
slip and slide your way along
an icy road while meeting very
large transport trucks that you
pass by with only a meter to
spare? We spend so much time
and effort building our lives,
carrying on with careers, developing families and yet we will
put all that at risk on deadly
winter roads at the worst of
times. Would you ever think of
playing Russian roulette with
your loved ones, family and
friends with a loaded gun? Of
course not. Then why on earth
do people insist on packing
everyone into a vehicle and
heading out onto icy and snow
covered roads and highways in
terrible winter weather? If you
really insist on doing that......
good luck.
www.underthenorthernsky.com
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Ojibway woman fights for her ancestral rights
Geoff Shields

Wawatay News

The Ring of Fire is a name
that has been given to a
planned mining chromite
project (The Iron Chromium
Oxide extracted from it is used
in chrome plating and in the
production of stainless steel)
in the Northern Ontario James
Bay Lowlands. Until mineral
deposits were discovered a
decade ago the area was and
still is largely a place for hunters
and trappers who live in nine
scattered remote First Nations
communities the inhabitants of
whom remain mainly depend
on traditional food for nourishment.
One of these hunters was
Alex Wassaykeesic who passed
away on September 16, 2013.
His traplines sit in the North
Ward Corridor of the proposed
Ring of Fire and his only child,
daughter Neecha Dupuis aka
Wassaykeesic who is a member of the Saugeen First Nation
community has been endeavoring without success to recover
his land which is now been
reclassified as commercial from
the MNR.
She requested a copy of the
proposed Ring of Fire plans
and has stated “ I received the
proposed plans for the Ring
of Fire. I am from the Ojibway
Nation of Saugeen Indian Tribe
No. 258 and do not consent on
behalf of my son and myself.
My inherent rights to lands,
waterways and governance are
under attack. One day, I will
return to my dad’s trapline with
my son, where my family will
teach him to, hunt, trap and fish
on his ancestral lands passed
on from generation to generation. It is my son’s rights as the
grandson of Alex Wassaykeesic.”
She has requested a land
transfer letter naming her as a
No. 1 helper for her fathers trapline so far she has received no
reply on the 3rd December she
spoke to Wawatay News.

What date year did
you start applying for
restoration of your fathers
trapline?
I started the process of land
title transfer after my dad
passed away on September 29,
2012. I faxed an affidavit and
letter to Ken Wavey from Mishkeegogamang First Nation and
Joe Wheesk from Nishnawbe
Aski Nation. On October 7, 2013
I messaged Connie Gray McKay
on Facebook; informing her
that I had faxed and called Ken
Wavey and he has not contacted
me since and to look into this.
I informed her I do not consent
to the proposed plans for the
Ring of Fire from the Ojibway
Nation of Saugeen Indian Tribe
No. 258 Signatory Citizen.
I am Alex Wassaykeesic
only child and Alex Dupuis his
grandson. I am asserting my
rights as one of many families,
relations and communities
because there is more than one
family per trap line and waterways. We should all be individually included more hands on
contact. They had three years
to let me know and now the
Ministry of Natural Resources
took back my dad’s land and
it will remain until I obtain a
piece of paper. I can’t rely on
Chief and Council; the information is not getting back to the
people.

on the land where he fished
and hunted with his family and
friends. Children’s Aid Society
scooped me during the 70’s,
adopted and I was raised by a
loving, caring family in Aylmer,
Quebec. In 1994, I returned
home where I met my dad Alex
a few years later. He spent
a lot of time with his brothers Adam, Simon and Uncle
Joe Matawapit, his sisters Ida,
Dinah and Christine. Being
adopted I never knew my dad,
I did lose out on many upbringing such as language, culture,
spirituality, history but what I
will not lose is our trapline.
Perhaps people have already
considered compensation but
I haven’t started to think of
the everlasting environmental
impacts much less that I won’t
be able to eat the fish, wild rice
and animals from this land no
more.
He often talked to me how
the American’s were taking over
his trap cabin. I was concerned
at the lack of trapline protection
in the areas where American’s
tourism hunting and angling
has over runs our forest and
lakes. Logging companies paid
0% royalties in all losing our
livelihoods, hunting, blueberry
picking, and wild rice harvest
seasons’.
We will continue his role as
caretakers of trapline #228
duties and responsibilities as
a #1 Helper. Last time I seen
my dad he said: “next time you
come up, we will go to the trapline with baby and I’ll show
you where your family lived
long ago”. He died 3 weeks
later and I never had a chance
to make it up, today I plan to
build a cabin and claim our land
and safe keep it from mining
and honor my ancestors and relearn everything with the help
of my family.

What steps have you taken
to get it restored and what
has been their response so
far?
Absolutely 100% no response
from Mishkeegogmang, Ojibway Nation of Saugeen Indian
Tribe no, 258; Nishnawbe
Aski Nation emailed me a listing of trappers so I can obtain
my trappers certificate. I have
not heard from any trappers’
teachers for over 3 years so I
contacted Ministry of Natural Resources and asked them
for a letter of land transfer. He
informed me that “I have no
land and its commercial lands”.
I said: “What do you mean its
commercial land? Can you put
that in writing? He replied no
that would be stupid”. Have not
heard from MNR since.

Saugeen Indian Tribe No. 258
I have never been helped in 30
years. I contacted the office
for over 20 years and they still
haven’t returned one single
phone call.
95% off reserve do not know
that Chief and Council are selling our traplines as seen in
video of November 16, 2015.
Hidden meetings are taking
place without no full support
from the people from Saugeen therefore all negotiations
should be cancelled until all
people are properly consulted
as “duty to consult”.

Why do you think they are
not cooperating?
Revenue will only benefit ON

reserve members. It’s important
that we open communication
between our on and off reserve
member, in relations to prior,
informed consent and on behalf
of my son and I, We do not consent and this is why I am left
out of all meetings.

If offering back the land is
totally out of the question
would you be seeking any
form of compensation? And
if granted, what you would
you settle for?
The chromite mining will
flow directly through our family’s Pipestone waterways in the
Northward corridor of the proposed Ring of Fire. I feel an obli-

gation as an AnishnabeKwe to
protect the waters, our natural
resources and help create businesses for our youth with the
help of our elders.
I am a Grass Roots Networker, an advocate for the
Missing, Murdered Women,
Men and Children, a frontline
Firekeeper in defending our
rights to exist on our lands; in
2006, I stood on many blockades in solidarity with the
Iroquois Confederacy from 6
Nations to Grassy Narrows as a
supporter and created lifelong
friendships and international
alliances.
As one of matriarch of my
family, we need safety, offreserve housing, education;
equal training opportunities.
We need “how to start you own

Can you give me some
background on your father
and his trapline?

You have mentioned that
there was a complete lack
of support from Saugeen
Band Chief and Council.
Can you give me some
detailed background on
this?

My dad was born in Pickle
Lake, he spent most of his life

Being a Signatory Citizen
from the Ojibway Nations of

Neecha can be contacted via
email at neecha7@gmail.com or
ph. 613 7092912

Connecting Northern Ontario & Beyond...
People.Businesses.Communities

Christmas Specials
- Up to 10% OFF Flex Flights base fare
Effective December 14th, 2015 - January 4th, 2016

- 200 lbs Free - Charter Specials

Valid with a return ticket only. On Dec 21st 2015, a Basler BT-67
Charter ﬂight will run Sioux Lookout -> Sachigo Lake ->
Bearskin Lake -> Muskrat Dam -> Round Lake.
All passengers can carry up to 200lbs of free baggage.

- Freight Specials

Effective December 7th, 2015 - December 18th, 2016
- from Thunder Bay, Sioux Lookout, Red Lake and Pickle Lake.

For details regarding all of our Christmas Specials and/or to
book your specials, call reservations at 1.844.633.6294 ext 3

Who have you been
specifically dealing with in
Ottawa?
I contacted the Access
to Information Privacy Act,
Deputy Director to request
all records related to tripartite negotiations between
First Nations, Federal Government and the Ontario government from January 1, 2012 to
November 20. 2015. Made formal request all briefing notes/
correspondence related to the
Ring of Fire.

business with hands on teachings”. Suicide is rampant, let’s
create healing lodges for our
youth; Elder’s travel lodges,
let’s break down the distance
and create safe Neechie rides
for our people for i.e. Sioux
Lookout, Savant Lake, Pickle
Lake, Thunder Bay shuttle services and all in between nation
to nation building. Let’s design
billboards along the TransCanada expressing our artist’s pride
with #knowyourfacts. I would
like to find out if there is other
Neechie’s out there who feels
the same way as I do? Let’s connect.

Safe.Affordable.Reliable
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Confederation College hosts Powwow for
National Aboriginal Awareness week
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Confederation College held
a powwow on Nov. 20 to wrap
up a week of Indigenous activities, including a Louis Riel Day
celebration and an Oshki Anishnawbeg Student Association
Meet and Greet.
“Indigenous learning is part
of who we are as a college,” says
Jim Madder, president of Confederation College. “This week
provides an opportunity to celebrate and learn more about
the rich and varied cultures of
our students and employees.
The activities build upon those
of Negahneewin and our long
history of supporting our First
Nation, Métis and Inuit students.”

The week included a Movie
Day with Smoke Signals and
Reel Injun, a Bead-In in Honour of Missing and Murdered
Aboriginal Women and Aboriginal Cultural Workshops.
“The events of this week
are meant to spark a conversation, build a bridge between
cultures, and ultimately help
our students, faculty and staff
connect on a deeper level with
each other and our collective
heritage,” says Bryanna Scott,
manager of Student Life and
Aboriginal Initiatives.
The Aboriginal Cultural
Workshops featured Beading
with Elder Ella Gagnon, a Women’s Feast Bundle Workshop, a
Men’s Fire Bundle Workshop
and Storytelling with Elder Ella
Gagnon.

Text “Future” to 54500

2096_Confederation College_2015 Recruitment Campaign_Banner Ad_bw_Wawatay_10.25x2.57.indd 1

2015-11-09 8:48 AM
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Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

National Aboriginal Awareness Week included a Movie Day with Smoke Signals and Reel Injun, a Bead-In in Honour of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women and Aboriginal Cultural Workshops. The events of the
week were meant to spark a conversation, build a bridge between cultures, and ultimately help students, faculty and staff connect on a deeper level with each other and our collective heritage.

GET YOUR MONEY NOW!!!
PAY NO
WITHHOLDING
TAX WITH
STATUS CARD

WE UNLOCK:

FORMER EMPLOYER PENSION PLANS
LOCKED IN RETIRMENT ACCOUNTS
(LIRA)
FUNDS WILL BE DEPOSITED
DIRECTLY INTO YOUR BANK
ACCOUNT
*BC Registered funds do not qualify. Not available in QC.

CALL MARK Toll Free: 1(888) 451-6133
WWW.GETYOURMONEYNOW.CA
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Bead-in honours missing and murder women
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

The granddaughter of a missing and murdered Indigenous
woman participated in Confederation College’s Bead-In in
Honour of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women during Aboriginal Awareness Week
2015.
“My grandmother was one
of the missing and murdered
Indigenous women and I want
to remember her,” says Melissa
Henderson, a Confederation
College student from North
Spirit Lake. “This helps me
remember her in a very loving
way.”
Henderson says the beading
was a “nice break from school,”
as she has been stressed out
about school lately.
“It was fun, I got to speak
with some of the other students,” Henderson says. “It just
relaxed me.”
Henderson finished her
beadwork project at home after
the Bead-In, which was held on
Nov. 18 at the Apiwin Aboriginal Student Lounge.
“It’s not as easy as I thought
it would be,” Henderson says,
noting she completed the beadwork in about five hours. “Definitely you need to have a lot of
patience.”
Constance Nowgesic participated in the Bead-In with
a group of high school students from Hammarskjold
High School who were looking
at their next steps in education and the career paths they

wanted to follow.
“It kind of gives them a little
snapshot, a little picture of what
the program is,” Nowgesic says.
“Also, it introduces them to
Confederation College so that
when they do head in this direction, they won’t have that fear
of the unknown.”
Nowgesic says the Bead-In
is “really relaxing” and a great
way for the community to connect with what is happening
with Walking With Our Sisters
and the community.
“You just want to sit and continue on beading,” Nowgesic
says. “It’s really relaxing.”
The participants in the BeadIn were provided with a heartshaped piece of fabric to create
an image using beads.
“When we gather together,
we are treating people in kindness and love so we thought the
heart was a really good representation of community and
healing,” says Bead-In organizer Leanna Marshall. “People
have a huge range of skill sets,
so when you look at the hearts
some are really complicated
and fancy and bright and beautiful. Every heart is unique,
every heart represents something different for that person.”
Marshall says about 35-40
Bead-Ins have been held over
the past year-and-a-half in
Thunder Bay and other communities across northwestern
Ontario.
“It brings together the community in a real nice way,” Marshall says. “It’s also an opportunity to talk about Walking With

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Bead-In organizer Leanna Marshall, centre, and a group of participants bead their fabric hearts during Confederation College’s Bead-In in Honour of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women, held Nov. 18 during Aboriginal Awareness Week 2015.
Our Sisters. And it’s also about
teaching people a skill, teaching people how to do different
beading techniques. You never
know who you are going to
inspire. So it’s a really great way
to be creative, and it’s simple
and cost effective. And anyone
can do it.”
Marshall’s sister Jean Mar-

shall demonstrated the appliqué technique for keeping rows
of beads in place on the fabric
and the edging technique for
beading along the edges of the
fabric during the Bead-In.
“(Edging) just adds a little
flair and it just hides the edges
so it looks real nice,” Marshall
says. “Once you learn the basic

gist of that (technique), you can
jazz it up and add more beads
and it can get real fancy with
different colours. It’s a really
good skill to have.”
A wide range of people
attended the Bead-In, including
students from Dennis Franklin
Cromarty First Nations High
School and students and staff

from Confederation College.
“It’s also open house today
for Confederation College, so
there’s a whole bunch of high
school students and their teachers and counsellors here,” Marshall says. “There are some staff
here beading as well as other
students.”

PICKLE LAKE HOTEL
Pickle Lake is proud to offer a
newly renovated hotel to their
list of amenities
Rooms Have:
• New Beds And Linens
• 32Inch Flat Screens
• Free Wifi
• Restaurant On Site
• Sports Lounge Coming Soon
• Conference Center
• Located On The Lake
• Beach Front
• Free Shuttle To And From Airport
See Us On Expedia.ca
Contact Us On Facebook

YOUR GATEWAY TO THE SOUTH

A CASUAL PLACE TO STAY. HAVE A CASUAL DAY!

PICKLE LAKE HOTEL INC. | PICKLE LAKE ONTARIO | 807-928-2882 | 204-802-8111 (24 HR CHECK IN)
EXPEDIA.CA
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Canoe building over a year in progress
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Alyssa Lentz is about half
way through the construction
of her first birch bark canoe
thanks to some assistance from
her father, canoe builder Darren Lentz.
“I kind of always wanted to
build a canoe,” says the Grade 7
student and Eabametoong citizen. “I’m thinking about building (another) canoe next summer with a few of my friends
and donating the money to Sick
Kids (The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto).”
Alyssa began the project
about a year ago when she was
going into Grade 6.
“This is my first canoe that
I built by myself but I have
helped my dad with a few of his
canoes when I was younger,”
Alyssa says. “I don’t have much
patience so it kind of teaches
me patience.”
Alyssa says soaking the birch
bark is the first step of building
a birch bark canoe.
“Then you have to shape it,
which was probably my least
favourite part because you have
to wait a long time,” Alyssa
says. “And then you add the
gunnels in (and the thwarts).
And then you kind of shape the
bark up a little bit and now I’m
just kind of lashing it (together
with split spruce roots).”
Alyssa and her father usually get the spruce roots and the
birch bark from out in the countryside.
“I love picking spruce roots;
it’s so much fun,” Alyssa says.
Alyssa initially had trouble
when she began lashing the
birch bark onto the gunnels
with the spruce root.
“I got really confused,” Alyssa
says. “It had to be one way and
I didn’t know how to tie it off.
But I’m getting pretty good with
all that.”
Once Alyssa finishes lashing
the birch bark onto the gunnels, the next steps will be the
installation of the ribs and the
sheathing.
“This is my first time making
a canoe, but my dad is usually
hard at work when he does it,
so I’m guessing it is going to be
a little difficult,” Alyssa says.
Darren says the ribs need to
be bent into the proper shape
for the canoe.
“It’s pretty particular as
you’re getting them in there,”
Darren says. “The sheathing is

going to go from end to end all
the way and then the ribs go
from side to side to round out
the bottom of the canoe.”
Alyssa prefers working on the
canoe in the summer.
“Even though it’s hotter
outside, it is easier to pick the
spruce roots and to peel them,”
Alyssa says. “Sometimes I get
frustrated when I’m peeling
spruce roots in the winter.”
Alyssa says she wasn’t interested in building canoes when
she was younger.
“I used to get really bored
with it,” Alyssa says. “Now I’m
kind of more interested in it. As
I’m getting older I’m kind of getting more interested in my culture as well.”
Alyssa initially worked outside on the canoe during the
first summer, but she has since
worked indoors on it.
“We usually keep it on this
table but we had it hanging up
there,” Alyssa says. “When we
had parties we always had a lot
of compliments on it.”
Alyssa says her friends were
surprised when they first saw
the canoe.
“My friend Alina was pretty
amazed when she saw it at first,
she was like: ‘Woah,’” Alyssa
says. “She thought my dad was
working on it and when I told
her that it was my canoe, she
said that was really cool.”
Alyssa is thinking about selling her canoe when she is finished working on it, but is not
sure yet.
“I can always hang it up in
my room, or something.”
Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Grade 7 student Alyssa Lentz, daughter of canoe builder Darren Lentz,
lashes the birch bark to the gunnels on her birch bark canoe. She
began working on the canoe at the beginning of Grade 6.

www.wawatay.on.ca

The National Indian Brotherhood Trust Fund is accepting
applications for education programs aimed at healing and
reconciliation. These funds have been made available from
a surplus of the compensation allocated for former students
of Indian residential schools, consistent with the terms of the
2007 Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement.
Applications are available to First Nation and Métis individuals,
governments and organizations. Preference will be given to
applicants who are former Indian residential school students.
Group applications are available now with a deadline of
January 15, 2016. Individual applications will be available in
Spring 2016.
For more information please contact the National Indian
Brotherhood Trust Fund directly.
Toll Free: 1-888-268-0520
Fax: 613-686-6757
Email: info@nibtrust.ca
www.nibtrust.ca
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Message from the Grand Chief

Booshoo! Wacheya!

On behalf of the Executive Council I am
pleased to present the NAN Corporate
Services Summarized Consolidated
Financial Statements for the year ending
March 31, 2015.

NAN’s Financial Statements and the
Auditors’ Report for the 2014-2015 fiscal
year were accepted and approved by
Chiefs-in-Assembly on August 11, 2015
during the XXXIV Keewaywin Conference
in Aroland First Nation.
We look forward to a successful
and productive new year and we
wish you continued peace, success
and happiness.
Meegwetch.

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ
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100 Back Street, Unit 200 Thunder Bay, ON P7J 1L2
Tel: (807) 623-8228 Fax: (807) 623-7730

For the complete consolidated financial statements visit www.nan.on.ca
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Community
Canadian Rangers complete practice search and rescue drill
Jenalyn Beardy
Wawatay News

Jenalyn Beardy/Wawatay News

Canadian Rangers and Junior Rangers from patrol unit 3 were in Sachigo Lake First Nation Nov 7 – 10, 2015
to complete a practice search and rescue drill. Patrol unit 3 covers all of Northern Ontario, and the Rangers
who participated in the drill were from Sachigo Lake, Muskrat Dam, North Caribou Lake and Sandy Lake.

LEARN THE SIGNS OF STROKE

is it drooping?

can you raise both?

is it slurred or jumbled?

to call 9-1-1 right away or your
local emergency number.
ACT
BECAUSE THE
QUICKER YOU ACT, THE MORE
OF THE PERSON YOU SAVE.
© Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada, 2014

Generously supported by

Learn more at heartandstroke.ca/FAST
HSF_FAST_Goldcorp_5x10.29_EN_v1.indd 1

2015-12-02 1:53 PM

Sachigo Lake First Nation
hosted the Canadian Rangers
search and rescue training exercise Nov 7-10. The training was
an on the ground search and
rescue drill that spread out over
the entire community. The drill
was made to seem very realistic,
and it required the assistance of
the people from Sachigo Lake,
with three people from the
community serving as the missing party.
On the morning of November
7, NAPS notified the Sachigo
Lake Canadian Rangers that
three people were missing. The
Sachigo Lake Rangers acted
on the scenario, and called the
Canadian Rangers headquarters to ask for more assistance.
Patrol units from Muskrat Dam,
North Caribou Lake and Sandy
Lake arrived the following day.
“The missing people haven’t
been seen for over 24 hours,
and the weather we got here
is minus 10,” said Canadian
Rangers Warrant Officer Barry
Borton, who very realistically
described the search and rescue drill. Another component
of the story provided was that
the people were potentially in
a drug-induced state. The story
continued to develop, when
the Rangers found evidence
that the nursing station was
broken into, and oxycontin and
fentanyl was stolen. Again, the
nursing station wasn’t actually
broken into, but the drill was
made to feel very realistic.
“The people that went missing had gotten into an argument, and our duty is to plan
the search,” said Corporal Myra
Kanakakeesic. “We set up a
command post, and everyone
has their roles. There is a search
manager, we have people in the
role of communications, and we
have logistics and operations.”
“My role at the command
post, I am communications.
What I do here, I look after the
phones, I make sure to keep in
touch with the headquarters,
and I make sure everyone in the
command post get their messages,” said Kanakakeesic.
Other roles in the command
post are important, such as
logistics. “The logistics person
issues out important equipment
like GPS radios, even important
books,” said Kanakakeesic. “He
also does the inventory for the
stuff we have put away in our
storage area.”

Jenalyn Beardy/Wawatay News

Morris Beardy, Lorene Barkman and Theoren Chikane at the command post, determining where to send search teams.

When the Canadian Rangers
from the four other communities arrived in Sachigo Lake,
they were separated into different search teams, and surveyed
the community on foot. “For
this exercise they will be separated into the teams prepared
by the search manager,” said
Kanakakeesic. “They have to be
paired up with a local from the
community because they know
what our reserve is like, they
know the land, and they would
know where the missing people
might go since they personally
know the people too.”
“This was my first time walking around in this community,
so I had to ask questions where
I was,” said Corporal Emily
Beardy from Muskrat Dam.
Despite this being her first visit
to the community, Beardy feels
prepared to do a real life search.
“We’ve been training for some
time now, and this search is
part of what we do, so we pretty
much know what to do,” said
Beardy.
As an onlooker, the procedures the Rangers use to find
someone seem very complicated, and requires specialized
knowledge and math skills.
“There’s formulas, we know
where the last place the missing
person was seen, and we have a
book that tells us how much of
a search radius we need,” said
Borton. Using maps, the Rangers divide the larger search area
into small, searchable areas.
“We basically get everyone to
take a look at the map, and get
their opinion about where do
you think the missing person is
– it’s very accurate,” said Borton.

As the search and rescue
winds down and the missing people are found safely,
it is clear the Canadian Rangers are ready for the real thing
if the call is ever made. “Yeah,
I’m prepared. I’m always ready,
because I live off the land that’s
why - I live in the bush,” said
Corporal Linda Kanate from
North Caribou Lake.
The exercise proved that
there are benefits to having a
Canadian Rangers patrol unit
in a community. In just four
days they were able to wrap up
the search mission, so in a real
life situation their presence
would be greatly beneficial.
“The community benefits from
us because we can act quickly
so the missing person’s survival chances are greater,” said
Kanakakeesic. “All of us Rangers are always prepared and
ready to go anywhere, say on a
boat, or into the bush, we have
everything we need to find the
person right away.”
While shadowing Myra and
seeing the Rangers plan the
search and rescue, made me
appreciate the Canadian Rangers more now than ever. Witnessing the entire exercise is
an eye opener to what goes
on from within and I saw how
incredibly committed and hardworking the Rangers are. They
are skilled at gathering information, planning and making
sure the people in the community are safe, or come home
safely. I am grateful for their
commitment to Sachigo Lake,
and I want thank them all for
their hard work.
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Education
First year of the Indigenous Reporters
Program comes to a close

Life just isn’t the same for
someone after a sexual assault
or sexual abuse as a child

Tracey Mckay

Special to Wawatay News

The first year of Journalist
for Human Rights’ Indigenous
Reporters Program is wrapping
up in December. As part of the
program, journalism trainers have been living in remote
northern Ontario communities since April, to teach people
to become journalists, and to
improve civic engagement. This
past summer I was enrolled in
the program in Sachigo Lake
First Nation, and I learned what
it takes to become a community
journalist.
“Journalist for Humans
Rights did a survey of Indigenous voices in the media, and
they noticed that there was a
lack of Indigenous reporters,”
said trainer Stephanie Cram,
who currently lives in Sachigo
Lake. “What we’re hoping to
achieve in this program is to get
Indigenous people to tell their
own stories.”
“We are teaching people how
to understand media and analyze it,” said Cram. “Hopefully
this will lead to them either
learning enough to become a
freelance writer or to take on
other media related projects.”
This year the four journalism trainers are in Sachigo
Lake, Sandy Lake, Peawanuck

NOW

Our Centre has specialized in sexual abuse/
assault counselling since 1975.
Services are available to:
Females and males 14yrs or over
Counselling (in person or by phone)
and Fort Albany First Nations.
For the next two years trainers
will be sent to other northern
Ontario remote Indigenous
communities.
What has captured my interest the most is interviewing
people. I like to bug them. It’s
fun to talk to them, meet new
people in the community, and
get to know their stories. One of
my most memorable interviews
was with Florian Gomet, a man
from France who was traveling
across Canada on foot and bike,
with no shoes.
People in my community
think it’s cool that I was in the
program, and they ask me questions about it. They think it’s
great that I’ve gone this far into
the program and that I like it as
well.
Jenalyn Beardy is also a
trainee in Sachigo Lake. “What I
liked about the program is that
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everything is hands on rather
than having to read about it and
eventually down the line having
to work on it,” said Beardy. One
of things that she likes about
the program is that she learned
about human rights and how it
relates to journalism.
“After the program is over I
hope to get a job at a newspaper
or maybe, for now, to become a
freelancer,” said Beardy.
Even though I don’t want
to become a journalist, I think
what I learned through this program will help me get another
job. I feel like it was a good
thing that I’ve done something
new and I’m learning something that I never ever thought
that I would do. After this I
might go back to school, and I
hope to graduate.
The program is great for
communities because it’s hard
for some Indigenous people to

24hour Crisis Line

get a good career living on
reserves. Through the program people can learn skills on
how to freelance and be selfemployed.

If you or someone you care about needs help:
make the call

24hour crisis line: 1-807-344-4502

This story produced with guidance from Stephanie Cram of
Journalists for Human Rights
of JHR’s Indigenous Reporters
Program.
For more information visit: www.
jhr.ca

Toll Free 1-866-311-5927
Visit our website at: www.tbsasa.org
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Art and Entertainment

Kevin Belmore featured at the country market

Gull Bay artist Kevin Belmore with his animal protest painting that features a group of animals leaving in a canoe over man’s destruction of the environment.

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Gull Bay’s Kevin Belmore
has created a protest painting
featuring animals leaving in a
canoe over man’s destruction of
the environment.
“It’s called Animal Protest

— they are protesting what
humans are doing to the natural environment,” says Belmore,
who began creating his northern woodland Ojibwa style artwork in 1989. “Slowly we are
killing the environment with
all our activities. So what these
animals are doing is they are

gathering together and they are
taking some of the forest with
them and they are leaving.”
Belmore’s mentor was Roy
Thomas, an influential First
Nation artist known for his
colourful totemic animals.
“He showed me the basic
outline of how to put colours

and then add black lines,” Belmore says. “What makes mine
different from his or Norval
(Morrisseau) or any other First
Nation artist is that I like to do
these different coloured backgrounds. I use the stars and the
universe a lot in my paintings.”
Belmore says each artist has

INSPECTION
Lac Seul 2011-2021 Forest Management Plan
Inspection of Approved Planned Operations for
Phase II 2016-2011
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF),
Obishikokaang Resources Corporation and the Local Citizen Committees
(LCC) are advising you that the Planned Operations for the second five-year
term (2016-2021) of the 2011-2021 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the
Lac Seul Forest have been approved by the MNRF Regional Director and
are available for inspection.

to develop their own style of
work.
“People recognize my artwork now,” Belmore says.
Belmore’s artwork ranges
from the protest painting to an
emotion painting featuring a
man and a woman surrounded
by flowers.
“When you look at it you
can tell they are getting married or they love each other a
lot,” Belmore says. “It’s more
of an emotion painting. Maybe
somebody wants to express an
impression to their loved one
and sometimes a painting will
do that for them.”
Belmore began selling his
artwork at the Country Market about 10 years ago. The
County Market is located in
the Dove Building at the CLE in
Thunder Bay.
“I was the first Native person

The MNRF-approved Planned Operations for the second five-year term
will be available for inspection for 30 days. During the 30-day inspection
period, there is an opportunity to make a written request to the Director,
Environmental Assessment Approvals Branch, Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change for an individual environmental assessment of specific
forest management activities in the Planned Operations for the second
five-year term.

Training in
Counselling

The MNRF-approved planned operations for the second five-year term and
planned operations summary are available for inspection during normal
office hours by appointment for 30 days December 9, 2015 – January 9,
2016 at the following locations:

A 10-COURSE DIPLOMA
IN BIBLICAL COUNSELLING

• Obishikokaang Resource Corporation office, Lac Seul Training Center
of Excellence, 33 – 3rd Avenue, Hudson, Ontario POV 1X0.
• MNRF public website at ontario.ca/forestplans.
• The Ontario Government Information Centre in Toronto and
ServiceOntario – 62 Queen Street, Sioux Lookout provide
Internet access.

Satellite Program of Providence
Theological Seminary

Offered at

For further information, please contact:
Kevin Pruys, RPF
Management Forester
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry
Sioux Lookout District Office
P.O. Box 309
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1A6
tel: 807-737-5053
fax: 807-737-1813

Isabel Gannon
Plan Author
Obishikokaang Resources Corporation
P.O. Box 38
Hudson, ON
P0V 1X0
tel: 807-582-0386
fax: 807-582-0409

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

here, and now we have a Metis
artist and one of the board of
directors for the upstairs here is
a Metis woman,” Belmore says.
“So it is good for us to be part
of mainstream events that take
place in the city.”
Belmore usually has a range
of original acrylic paintings,
black and white drawings and
prints for sale at the market. He
says his sales fluctuate between
more originals or more prints.
His prints range from $20 to
$60 while his originals range
from $30 for small five-byseven-inch canvas paintings to
$2,000 for larger paintings.
“Most of what I have here
today are original paintings,”
Belmore says. “Collectors come
walking through these halls and
every once in a while they prefer to have an original painting
over a signed print. So I like to
have both.”
Belmore usually enjoys creating his artwork while people
look on or pass by his booth on
the second floor at the Country
Market.
“When I come to the market
here I like to do some of my
artwork so people can see a
little bit of what I do,” says Belmore. “I try not to give away
too much, but I just like to show
people how I do my artwork.”
In addition to the artwork he
sells at the Country Market, Belmore also creates murals and
logo designs for businesses and
organizations.
“I usually do three or four
rough sketches based on the
information they gave me,”
Belmore says. “They’ll get back
to me as to which design they
like and also things they want
added in or taken out of the
design.”
After Belmore creates the
design, he works with the client
on their colour scheme.
“Over the years I’ve recognized that sometimes people
change their mind at the last
second about something about
the logo, so my process allows
for that time to happen,” Belmore says. “My process allows
for any last minute changes.”

Beaver Lake Camp in Dryden, ON
January 4–22, 2016
Module 1 (First Two Classes)

John Bath
Sioux Lookout LCC
Local Citizens Committee Rep
c/o Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry
Sioux Lookout District Office
P.O. Box 309
Sioux Lookout, ON
P8T 1A6

Theory 1 and Practicum 1

Cost: $500 per module

plus textbooks, room, and board

The approved planned operations will be available for public viewing for the five-year period at the same locations listed above.

For more information
contact Amos Esh or Ida Marie Miller

This is the third and final opportunity to influence operations for the second five-year term.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is collecting your personal information under the authority of the Crown Forest
Sustainability Act. Any personal information you provide (address, name, telephone, etc.) will be protected in accordance with
the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Your personal information may be used by the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry to send you further information related to this forest management planning exercise. If you have
questions about the use of your personal information, please contact Julie Berard at 807-737-5027.

807-937-2333
amos@nyp.ca
Site 306 Box 1 RR3
Dryden, ON P8N 3G2
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Community

Naomi Neckoway-Yang in China
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Naomi Neckoway-Yang’s first
introduction to China was an
adventurous taxi ride through
a creek to the university she
would work at for about two
years.
“We had to put our legs up
in case the water came in,”
Neckoway-Yang says, noting the
driver took a detour through
the creek due to a bridge closure. “And the driver who was
driving us to the university
kind of hit a guy on a moped,
and they started yelling at each
other.”
Neckoway-Yang,
whose
mother is from Eabametoong,
first travelled to China in 2010
with a friend and her friend’s
boyfriend to work as an English
teacher in a city in a province
bordering Vietnam in the south
of China.
“It was extremely hot,” Neckoway-Yang says. “I was just
overwhelmed by the amount
of people there. Crossing the
street was kind of crazy because
the cars don’t really follow
the rules. The mopeds especially don’t follow any traffic
laws because you don’t need a
license to drive them.”
Neckoway-Yang says there
were about 32 foreign co-workers at the university.
“In China, you only have to
work 20 hours or 16 hours a
week and your apartment is
paid for and your utilities and
your bus,” Neckoway-Yang says.
“It’s kind of a good deal because
you kind of get to explore
China. You get a lot of holidays.
If I wanted to go out for dinner,
it would be about ($4) at the
most.”
Neckoway-Yang says the pay
and benefits are even better for
people with teaching degrees,
noting she has a bachelor of arts
degree with a history major.
Most of Neckoway-Yang’s students were eager to learn English.
“Some of them were eager to
learn about western culture,”
Neckoway-Yang says. “Some of
them would take you out for

dinner and lunches (to learn
more English).”
Although Neckoway-Yang
took a couple of lessons in Chinese through the university, she
learned most of her Chinese by
interacting with people.
“When you say “Ting bu
dong,” which literally translates to listen, don’t understand,
that’s when they will write out
the Chinese characters for you
thinking that maybe you don’t
understand them but can read,”
Neckoway-Yang says. “Which is
when you would tell them “Kan
bu dong,” (which means) you
can’t understand what you are
seeing as well.”
Neckoway-Yang says city life
is completely different in China
compared with Thunder Bay,
noting that most people drive
electric bikes in China and the
streets in Thunder Bay are not
as busy as in China.
“In China, there are always
people outside, there are
always people walking around,
there are always things happening,” Neckoway-Yang says. “It’s
just an energy that comes with
having so many people.”
Neckoway-Yang says people
usually go for an evening walk
after eating dinner in China.
“You also see middle-aged
women dancing because they
are doing exercise after dinner,” Neckoway-Yang says. “And
the men are usually standing
around talking or playing Chinese chess or something.”
Neckoway-Yang returned
home in the summer of 2012,
but she returned to China in
February 2013 to another city
where she only had one other
foreign co-worker.
“So I had to venture out
and meet Chinese friends,”
Neckoway-Yang says. “It actually ended up being really good
because I was able to experience a different kind of China
that I couldn’t get with my foreign friends.”
Neckoway-Yang
eventually met her husband Wenlong
Yang online through a popular
Chinese Internet app: Weixin,
which is known as WeChat in
Canada. The app includes a

submitted photo

The group of students in Nanning at the People’s Park.
device that pairs people up who get her hair done and to put on
Neckoway-Yang and Yang food.”
shake their phone at the same her dress. Yang then picked her now have a baby girl, who was
Neckoway-Yang, Yang and
time.
up from the salon, which is part born in November 2014.
the baby girl are now back in
“We just ended up being of the wedding tradition.
“I came back to Canada to Canada with plans to work on
matched in the shake, and
“Then a truck that has what have her, but we took her back obtaining Yang’s permanent
so we started talking to each looks like a cannon fires off when she was six months old,” residence in Canada.
other,” Neckoway-Yang says. these shots, and it’s really loud,” Neckoway-Yang says, noting
“In our minds China is always
“You can get (the app) here Neckoway-Yang says. “And that Yang stayed in China but the backup plan if things don’t
on your phone as well, but I there are a lot of fireworks and came over to visit when he work in Canada,” Neckowaydon’t think it is as popular as in a lot of candy. Then there was obtained his visitor’s visa. “He Yang says. “There are always
China. In China it is like ubiqui- a procession to take me back to liked Thunder Bay; he likes jobs in China, for me and for
tous because everywhere you his house. And again there was small cities. The only thing he him. He was doing product
go everyone has WeChat. If a big meal.”
kind of missed was the Chinese design.”
you want to make friends with
someone, you don’t say what
is your phone number. You say
what is your WeChat.”
Neckoway-Yang and Yang
were married in a Chinese wedding ceremony in his village in
2014 after first obtaining their
marriage licence from a government office.
“People in his village and his
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the electors of the
relatives all came over,” Neckoway-Yang says. “There is a day
Seine River First Nation will be held at the Seine River First
before the wedding where peoNation Gymnasium on THURSDAY, THE 10TH DAY OF
ple socialize and you put on a
very elaborate spread of food.”
DECEMBER, 2015 beginning at 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 8:00
On their wedding day, NeckP.M., for the purposes of nominating candidates for the
oway-Yang went to a salon to

NOTICE OF NOMINATION MEETING

Mushkegowuk and Ontario
renew Treaty relations
Wawatay News
The Mushkegowuk Council
and the Government of Ontario
formalized a renewed Treaty
relationship by signing a Treaty
Relationship Roundtable Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) in Toronto.
In 1905 - 1906, Treaty Commissioners for the Ontario and
Canadian governments traveled
to northern Ontario on behalf
of the Crown to the homelands of the Mushkegowuk and
Ojibwa First Nations to make
a Treaty. Based on what the
Commissioners said and promised, and after asking some
questions, the Mushkegowuk
and Ojibwa leaders of the day
agreed to sign the Treaty document. This Treaty is presently
known as the James Bay Treaty:
Treaty No. 9.
“The Mushkegowuk Chiefs
worked hard at securing this
MOU and we commend Ontario
for taking this step forward;

and more importantly, in all
respect-to the spirit and intent
of the treaty, we look forward
to seeing the sacred Oral Treaty
promises materialize soon” says
Fort Albany First Nation Chief
Andrew Solomon.
The MOU confirms the commitment between Mushkegowuk Council and the Government of Ontario to continue discussions on matters of mutual
concern. The agreement will
help to create conditions to support improved social conditions
and greater economic opportunities, leading to stronger, more
sustainable, and self-sufficient
communities. It should also
enhance institutional capacity,
including the rebuilding of an
effective and accountable system of government for Mushkegowuk communities, based
on the best principles of good
governance and on the traditions of the Mushkegowuk.
Grand Chief Jonathan Solomon says, “the meetings under

this agreement are for the purpose of information sharing
and issue resolution and are not
negotiating sessions; and any
substantive decisions will need
to have their own agreement in
the future.”
Under the strong leadership of the late Grand Chief Dr.
Stan Louttit, the Mushkegowuk
Chiefs pressed Ontario to sign
an agreement to formalize this
Treaty Roundtable since 2011;
“this is a very special day and
this Government to Government agreement is dedicated
to the late Grand Chief Dr. Stan
Louttit” says Grand Chief Jonathan Solomon.
Mushkegowuk
Council
is a regional organization
that represents the collective interests of the Kashechewan, Fort Albany, Chapleau
Cree, Missanabie Cree, Moose
Cree, Taykwa Tagamou and
Attawapiskat First Nations in
northeastern Ontario.

positions of one Chief and seven Councillor positions of the
said First Nation for the next ensuing term. The ELECTION
will be held at the Seine River First Nation Gymnasium on
THURSDAY, THE 21ST DAY OF JANUARY, 2016.
Please note that any voter may nominate candidates by
using a mail-in nomination form. You can either deliver or
mail in a written nomination and a completed, signed and
witnessed Voter Declaration Form to the Electoral Officer
before the time set for the nomination meeting or you may
nominate candidates orally at the nomination meeting.
Mailed nominations not received by the Electoral Officer
before the time set for the nomination meeting are void.
Also, note that any voter may vote by mail-in ballot.
Voters need to contact Connie via phone, to ensure she
has the right mailing address for them.
Connie Kress - Electoral Officer
Phone (807) 274-8531 ext. 232
P.O. Box 278, Fort Frances, ON P9A 3M6
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ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

NCTR holds meeting at
Lakehead University
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Peawanuck’s Joyce Hunter
raised the issue of children
who died at residential school
during the National Centre
for Truth and Reconciliation
(NCTR)’s Community Engagement Session at Lakehead University.
“My parents didn’t allow us
to go swimming when I was
a kid because their son died
in a drowning (at residential
school),” Hunter says. “They
never really explained their
own fears — there weren’t
any mental health services in
those days so they weren’t able
to debrief and come to terms
(with the death). So there are
all these unresolved issues that
we as the later children had to
confront because of that experience.”
Hunter’s older brother Charlie drowned at residential
school in Fort Albany in 1974.
His body was returned to his
parents in 2011 through fundraising efforts by Toronto Star
readers.
“I cry for that little boy who
died in Lake St. Anne’s,” Hunter
says. “I cry for that mother who
had lost her son while she was
heavily pregnant.”
Hunter says she, as a parent
now, could never imagine having to live the experiences her
parents went through due to
residential school.
“I wouldn’t wish that on my
worst enemy,” Hunter says.
NCTR held the Nov. 9 community engagement session at
Lakehead University’s Faculty

ᒪᑯ ᑭᔑᑲ

ᑲᑭ

ᒥᑲ

ᑕ ᐊᐨ ᒥ

ᐁᐃᐧᑕᐱᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ.
ᐁᐸᐱᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᒣᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑲᐧᒋᐣᐠ ᑲᔑ ᑯᓂᐊᐧᓂᓂᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐊᐧᑲᐳᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᓯᓂᐃᐧᓇᑎᑯᐠ ᐁᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᐃᐧᓯᓂᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᓄᐣᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ
ᓂᑲᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ.
ᒥᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᑲᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᔑ ᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ.
ᒥᔑᓄᐊᐦᑭ ᐅᑕᓇᐣᐠ, ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᑲᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐃᐧ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᓂ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᒥᐡᑕᐦᐃ ᐊᔕ ᐁᐊᓂ ᒪᔭᑭᓭᑭᐣ
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐃᐧ ᑐᑕᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᔕᑯᐨ ᐃᐧᓂᑯ
ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᐁᑲᑫᐧ ᐱᒥᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ.
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᑭᒋᒪᒧᒋᑫᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ. ᐃᒪ ᓂᑲᑌ ᐱᑲᐧᑕᑭᐣᐠ
ᐁᑭᔑ ᑲᐯᔑᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ, ᑲᔓᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᔭᐣᑭᐸᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᓂᑭ
ᐊᓂ ᑭᑫᐣᑕᒥᐣ ᐁᐦᐊᓂ ᐯᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᐊᓂ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ,
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑕᐡ ᓂᑭ ᐊᒥ ᒧᒋᑫᐣᑕᒥᐣ ᑕᐱᓇᑲ ᐁᑭᑫᐣᑕᒪᐣᐠ
ᒋᐊᓂ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᐁᒪᓂ ᑭᕑᐁᐠ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ, ᑲᑭᒋᔭᐦᐃᐧ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐃᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᐅᐣᒋ
ᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᒋᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐣ, ᑲᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ,
ᑲᓂᑲᓂᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᑭᓇᑲᓇᐠ ᐃᒪ
ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
ᐁᒪᓂ ᑭᕑᐁᐠ, ᐁᓫᓯ ᐸᐧᐠᐡ ᒥᓇ
ᑎᓇ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ
ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐃᐧ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᒋᒪᐊᐧᐣᑐᐡᑲᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ
ᑲᐊᓂ
ᒪᑕᑭᐣᓱᐨ
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ
ᐁᑲᐧᔭᐣ ᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᐱᑕᒪᑫᐠ
ᑲᐃᐧᔑ
ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐅᑕᐱᑕᒪᑫ ᒋᑦ ᐸᐧᑐᓫ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐱᔕ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑕᑎᐸᒋᑕᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒪᓂᑐᑕᐣᑭᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᑲᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᑕᑎᐸᒋᑕᐣᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᑭᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐁᐃᐧᔑ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᑌ
ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᐁᒪᓂ
ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐃᔕᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᐦᑯ
ᑲᔓᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 30 ᑎᐸᐦᐊᑲᐣ ᓂᑲᑌ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐊᓂ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᑭᓇᓂᑲᒧᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᐊᔭᒥᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐡᑲᐧ ᓂᐸᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᑭ ᑎᐱᑲᐣᐠ, ᐊᒥᑕᐡ ᐁᔑ ᑲᓄᑫᐨ ᐁᑭ ᐊᐧᓂᐡᑲᐨ
ᑲᐊᓂ ᐱᑕᐸᓂᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᓄᐣᑕᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᑲᒪᓇᐣ ᐁᐱᔕᓂᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᐁᐸᐸᒥ ᐊᐧᒋᔦᒪᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐣ, ᐁᐊᔭᑭᓀᐡᑲᑭᐣ
ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᐸᐸᒥ ᐊᐧᒋᔦᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᐃᓇᒋᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐊᐧᐃᔭᐣ ᒋᐃᐧᒥᓄ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᔑᓂᐨ.
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐱᒥ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ, ᑭᒪᑯᔕᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧᒥᒋᒪᐣ
ᒧᐡ, ᐱᓀ, ᐊᐧᐳᐡ, ᐊᒥᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᓄᔐ ᐊᓇᑯᓇ ᒥᓇ ᑎ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᐊᐸᑕᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ

ᐅ

ᓂᐊ ᑭᑭ

ᑲᐃᐡᑲᐧ ᒪᑯᔕᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᑭᒪᐊᐧᐣᑐᐡᑲᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᑲᐧᒋᐣᐠ ᐁᑭ
ᑲᑫᐧᒋᓂᔕᐦᐅᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᐸᐦᐊᓯᒧᐊᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑭ ᐊᐸᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᔓᐡᑲᐧᑕᐦᐁᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᓫᓯ ᐸᐧᐠᐡ ᑭᒋᓇᒣᑯᓯᑊ ᐃᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᐅᐣ ᐨ ᐃᑭᑐ
ᒥᐱᑯ ᑫᑲᐟ ᐯᔑᑲᐧᐣ ᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ. ᐊᒥᑕᐡ
ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᔓᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᐃᔑ ᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐃᒪ ᑭᑕᔑ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᔑ ᑲᑭᐅᒥᔓᒥᐨ
ᐅᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔦ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐅᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓇᐣ ᐯᔓᐣᐨ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᓂᐨ.
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐱᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐃᐧ
ᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ ᐸᑭᑎᓇᑲᓄᐨ
ᐸᑲᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒋᑐᑕᑭᐣ ᒋᒧᒋ ᑭᑌᐣᑕᑯᑐᐨ ᐁᐦᑕ ᐃᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᒋᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᑲᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐨ. ᔕᑯᐨ
ᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᑭᒋ ᒪᒧᒋᑫᐣᑕᑲᐧᑭᐸᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ
ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑯᒧᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᐁᑲᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᓂᐦᑕ ᐃᐧᒋ
ᔓᐡᑲᐧᑕᐦᐁᒪᐨ ᐃᐧᒋᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐣ ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᔦ ᐁᑭ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᒋᐣ
ᐅᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᑭᓂᑲᐧᓇᐱᑫᔑᒧᓂᐨ.
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᒪᓇᑐᐸ ᑭᐅᐣᒋᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑭᓂᐦᑕ ᐱᔕᐸᓂᐠ ᐊᑯ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᓇᓴᐃᐧᓭᓂᐠ. ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᓂᐦᑕ
ᓂᒥᐸᓂᐠ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᐸᐸᐱᐨ.
ᑎᓇ, ᓂᐱᓇᒥᐠ ᐁᐅᐣᒋ ᑎᐯᐣᑕᑯᓯᐨ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑫᑲᐟ ᐯᔑᑲᐧᐣ ᐁᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ, ᑲᑭᔓᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᔑ ᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ ᐃᐧᒋ ᒪᐊᐧᐣᑐᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐯᔓᐣᐨ ᑲᑭ ᑲᐯᔑᓂᐨ.
ᓂᑭ ᑲᐧᔭᐣᒋᑐᒥᓇᐣ ᒪᒋᒪᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐱᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐊᓂ
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐣᐠ,
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᑲᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐨ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑭ ᑭᑌᐣᑕᑯᑐᒥᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑲᐱᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᑕᐱᓇᑲ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᐦᐊᓂ ᑭᔐᐸᔭᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᑭᒋ ᑲᓇᑌᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ.
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑭᒋᐸᐸᒥᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ. ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐁᑭ
ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ. ᒥᔕ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᑭ ᑲᑫᐧ ᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᑲᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ.
ᐅᑕᐱᑕᒪᑫ ᒋᑦ ᐸᐧᑐᓫ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ, ᑫᑲᐟ ᐯᔑᑲᐧᐣ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐠ ᑲᑭ ᐃᔑ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂ
ᑐᑕᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑭ ᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ
ᑲᐊᓂ ᐱᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ.
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᑲᐱᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᒋᐊᓂ
ᐅᐡᑭ
ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ,
ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐠ ᑭᓂᐦᑕ ᓂᒥᐊᐧᐠ. ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᐠ
ᑲᑭᓂᑲᐧᓇᐱᑫᔑᒧᐊᐧᐠ, ᓂᑭᒋᔭᐦᐊᒥᓇᐣ ᓂᑭ ᐃᑯᒥᐣ ᐯᔑᑲᐧᐣ

Lounge to share information
about the centre and gather
feedback from community
members on the best approach
to implement the review and
release of records for research
and education.
The NCTR was set up at the
University of Manitoba to house
all the statements, documents
and other materials collected
by the TRC. The information
will be sorted into three categories — public, redacted
and restricted — with the
public and redacted materials
to be made available online at
nctr.ca/map.php as time and
resources permit.
“I am really happy that there
is a push by the survivors and
their families, and especially for
those who didn’t return, to honour and respect their memory
and to treat these records with
reverence and sacredness,”
Hunter says. “These aren’t just
dusty old history books and
documents that have picked
up funny little smells along the
way because of their age, but
these are reflections of people’s
lives in a time and a place that
was dark and potentially could
have been very harmful.”
Former grand chief Harvey
Yesno wants to hear more from
the NCTR about its “next steps.”
“Based on the (Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s)
94 Calls to Action, I wish we
had an opportunity to discuss
on each of those areas,” Yesno
says. “What we had here today
was a lot of young people, and
they had some ideas. It would
be really good to hear from
them.”

ᐦᐊᒥ

Yesno says his residential
school experiences impacted
him for many years.
“Losing my mom at 11 years
old, it took me 21 years later to
finally deal with that,” Yesno
says. “I didn’t understand what
that is, the emotions you had
to go through. I was angry, I
blamed people, and so on.”
Yesno says the impacts from
residential school affected how
residential school survivors
raised their children, including
how he parented his own children. Even though he is fluent
in Anishinabemowin, he did not
teach the language to his children and grandchildren due to
residential school impacts.
“All of that is contributing to
how our younger generation is
behaving and reacting,” Yesno
says.
Eabametoong’s Lovina Moonias says the gathering was
educational.
“What I’ve heard about residential school from my grandparents is they don’t treat you
like how you would want to be
treated,” Moonias says. “They
treat you like you are nothing.
They got abused, that’s why
they drink and all that. It makes
them feel better, I guess.”
Starr Moonias says her
grandmother only speaks
Anishinabemowin.
“I think she talks like that
because she wasn’t allowed to
speak her own language when
she was in residential school,”
Starr says.
The Thunder Bay community
engagement session was one of
12 conducted by NCTR across
the country.

ᐠ

ᒋᓯᑕᐊᐧᑕᐱᔭᐣᐠ. ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᐸᐸᒥᐸᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ, ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒋᐅᐣᒋᓯᓭᑭᐸᐣ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᐊᐱᑕᑎᐱᑲᐠ ᑲᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ,
ᐊᒥᐦᐃ ᑲᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭ ᐸᐸᐡᑭᓯᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐡᐱᒥᐣᐠ.
ᓀᓂᐦᓴᐧ ᑭᒪᒪᑌᐁᐧᓯᑫᐊᐧᐠ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᑲᑭᐁᐧᒥᑲᐃᐧᐨ.
ᑭᔭᐸᐨ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑐᒋᑲᑌ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᔑᒪᑲᓂᔕᐠ ᐱᓇᒪ
ᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐁᐃᐧ ᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐁᑲ ᒋᐅᐣᒋ
ᑯᐡᑯᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᑌᐁᐧᓯᑲᓂᐊᐧᓂᓂᐠ.
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᓂᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᓇᐣᐠ ᑲᑭ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ, ᑭᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ
ᐊᐧᐃᓇᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ ᐅᑐᑌᒥᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.
ᐊᒥᐦᐃ
ᐁᐃᓇᑲᐧ
ᓂᑐᑌᒪᐠ
ᐃᒪ
ᑲᐅᐣ ᔭᐣ,
ᐁᐊᔭᒥᒋᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᐧ ᒋᐃᐧᒥᓄ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᒋᒥᓂ ᐅᑎᓴᐸᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ, ᐃᑭᑐ
ᐁᒪᓂ ᑭᕑᐁᐠ.
ᓂᐃᐧ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᐧᒋᔦᒪᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ ᓂᓂ ᓂᔕᐠ,
ᓂᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑐᑌᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᑲᓴᑭᐦᐊᑲᐧ
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐊᓂ ᐅᑎᓴᐸᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓄᒪᐣᒋᐦᐅᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑯᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᔑᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᓫᓯ ᐸᐧᐠᐡ.
ᑎᓇ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐅᐊᐧᒋᔦᒪᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐅᑐᑌᒪᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᐅᑎᓇᐁᐧᒪᑲᓂᒪᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑲᔭᓂᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᑕᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᒥᓂ ᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑲᓇᑌᐣᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᒥᓀᐧᓂᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᓀᑫ.
ᒥᔕ ᐁᔑ ᐊᔭᒥᒋᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᐧ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᐃᐧ
ᒥᓄ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ,
ᒥᓇ ᒋᒥᓀᐧᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐊᓂ ᐊᐧᐸᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ.
ᒋᑦ ᐸᐧᑐᓫ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᐸᑯᓭᐣᑕᐣᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᒥᓂ
ᐅᑎᓴᐸᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒋᔑ ᒪᑕᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓇᓇᑯᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.
ᒥᑐᓂ ᐅᒪᒥᑎᓀᐣᑕᒧᐦᐃᑯᐣ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐁᑲ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒋᔑ ᐸᐸᓂᔭᐃᐣᑎᐨ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᐃᑭᑐ
ᓂᑐᐣᒋ ᐊᔭᒥᒋᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᒥᓄᑎᓴᐸᐣᑕᒪᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂ ᐅᐡᑭ
ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ.

ᑭᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂ ᐊᐧᒋᔦᒥᑯᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ.
ᓴᑫᐣ ᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᒥᓂ ᐅᑎᓴᐸᐣᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᑭᔑᑲ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᑲᔦ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑫᐊᓂ ᐸᐱᒥ ᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ ᐃᐡᑲᐧ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ.

ᑎᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᓂᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᑲᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᒪᐠ: ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ
“ᑲᑭᓇ ᒪᒪᐤ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᒋᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐣᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ”

www.tikinagan.org
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Hunting in Peawanuk

photos submitted by Pam Chookomoolin

Three sisters, Annie Wabano, Jean Hunter and Theresa Kakekaspan, loaded their boat and set
off from Peawanuck, ON, along the Winisk River for a weekend of camping, fishing, and hunting
at Shamattawa Lake, located roughly 100 kilometres south of Peawanuck. All three were raised
in the Shamattawa Lake area and Theresa Kakekaspan and Annie Wabano were both born there.
Theresa Kakekaspan now lives in Matheson, ON and came to Peawanuck for a visit before heading out on the Labour Day weekend to see the place she was born and raised. It has been years
since she’s seen the place of her birth. During their trip Jean Hunter harvested a bull caribou and
on their way back from the lake Theresa Kakekaspan wrote names of tributaries that flow into the
Shamattawa River on one of her gloves, since there was no paper to write on.
TOP: Jean Hunter harvests a bull caribou that was shot during her camping trip.
BOTTOM: Annie Wabano cutting up fish during a youth camping trip back in August.

Christmas memories and stories from our Elders

S

itting together with family. Laughter.
Playing outside in the snow. Family gathered
around the kitchen table for dinner. Music.
These are all elements of the holiday season found
in many homes. And over the years, Tikingan’s
Elder’s Council knows Christmas has changed but
these fundamental traditions remain the same.
“There was excitement. We lived out in the
country, on the land, on the trapline, and when
we knew that Christmas day was drawing near,
we grew excited because we knew we were
going to gather together with other people on
Christmas,” explains Emily Gregg, member of
the Elder’s Council which serves in an advisory
capacity to the Chiefs, Board of Directors, senior
management and staff of Tikinagan Child and
Family Services.
Emily Gregg, Elsie Fox and Georgina
Neshinapaise are the members of the Elder’s
Council and have gathered in Sioux Lookout
in early December in preparation for a Board
meeting. They are joined by Board Member Jim
Bottle and have come to share stories of their
favourite Christmas traditions and memories, to
share today with readers of Wawatay News.
Emily’s family would make their way to the
community, over 30 miles away, and on Christmas
eve, there would be hymn singing and prayers.
After some sleep that night, she remembers
waking up just before daylight and hearing the
voice of the Chief coming and greeting everybody,
going to each house to shake hands and wish
everyone a Merry Christmas.
During that day, they would feast on traditional
meats (moose, partridge, rabbit, beaver and fish)

along with bannock and tea. Soon after, everyone
was outside to hold dog sled races and go sliding.
Elder Elsie Fox from Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug says her Christmas was very similar.
Her family lived on the trapline too and she would
spend her Christmas at her grandfather’s cabin
with all of her family that lived nearby.
“On Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve, nobody
was allowed to really do anything but just to hold
the day sacred,” she recalls. But there was still
much excitement and celebrating, as she recalls
heading outside to slide with the other kids as
well as watching her relatives square dance.
“My relatives were actually from the Manitoba
area and they used to come between Christmas
and New Year’s. They knew how to square dance,
those people,” she laughs.
Georgina, from Nibinamik First Nation, says
her memories are similar, as they lived out on the
trapline and would get together with families
nearby.
“We used to prepare the food on Christmas
eve,” she remembers. “And then we would just
keep that Christmas eve night very sacred because
this next morning is going to be a holy event. “
“There was always laughter. Everybody being
happy. That was the main goal for Christmas,” she
adds.
Board member Jim Bottle recalls that, similar
to the Elders, Christmas celebrations would take
place all the way from Christmas day to New Year’s
Eve.
“On New Year’s Eve, the Elders would dance.
But when there was Elders doing square dancing,
our parents would get us to sit in one spot. It’s

not like today where kids run all over the place, it
wasn’t like that,” he adds.
“And then at midnight at New Year’s, that’s
when we took our guns and shot them in the air.
We took three shots each,” he remembers. “They
still practice that, but the NAPS are notified ahead
of time so they won’t get shocked when they hear
the shots.”
As the four reminisce about Christmases past,
they are asked what they would like to say to their
friends and family.
“I would say to my friends where I’m from, I’m
praying that you will have a very good Christmas
and a very happy new year,” says Emily Gregg.
“I would send happy greetings to all my
children, my family and friends and all my other
loved ones that they would meet this Christmas
and New Year’s Eve season in good health and
happiness and joy,” says Elsie Fox.
Georgina Neshinapaise is sending greetings to
all friends and family all around, and hopes that
everyone will meet the sacred event of Christmas
and New Year’s Eve in good health and good
spirits.
“My prayer is that everyone will have a good
Christmas and New Year’s, and to be happy and
arrive alive on Christmas and New Year’s Eve.
Jim Bottle wishes everyone will have a good
holiday season and stay healthy as they start their
celebrations.
He has deep concern for everyone’s safety this
holiday season, and adds “I am praying that we
will all be in good health and spirits for Christmas
and New Year’s.”

Season’s Greetings to all families and children. May the warmth of the holiday season be with you throughout the year to come.
Tikinagan Child and Family Services
Our service model: Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin
“Everyone working together to raise our children”

www.tikinagan.org
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Culture
Confederation teaches feast bundle making

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Gull Bay’s Mariah Wigwas, right, and her daughter paint their feast bundle bags during Confederation College’s Feast Bundle Workshop, held Nov. 19 during Aboriginal Awareness Week.

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

North Spirit Lake’s Melissa
Henderson recently learned
how to make a feast bundle
during Confederation College’s Feast Bundle Workshop,
held Nov. 19 during Aboriginal
Awareness Week 2015.
“No one in my family follows
any traditions,” Henderson
says. “This is all new to me and
I want to carry it on.”
Henderson has also been
sharing what she learns with
her mother by texting her.
“As I was hearing it, I was
texting her,” Henderson says.
“And she’s learning too, just
from me coming to these
(workshops).”
Henderson also attended
the Bead-In in Honour of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal

Women held on Nov. 18 in Confederation’s Apiwin Aboriginal
Student Lounge.
“We were doing the beading,” Henderson says. “I actually took it home and I almost
finished it but I ran out of
string.”
Henderson wants to learn
as much as she can about the
traditional teachings, noting
noting she made her own hand
drum this past summer. Her
mother is a residential school
survivor who lost her own traditions.
“She actually encouraged
me to come to this feast bundle
workshop today,” Henderson
says. “I think seeing me do it
makes her want to; it’s kind of
supporting her.”
Gull Bay’s Mariah Wigwas
brought her daughter to the
workshop to introduce her to

some of the traditional teachings.
“I knew that if I brought her
she would be accepted and she
would learn,” Wigwas says. “If I
keep bringing her and she keeps
hearing the same things over
and over, then she will know it.”
Wigwas also attended
the workshop to learn more
about traditional teachings
for her new position with the
Biwasse’aa school program.
“With this position, I think
it is important for me to come
out and seek learning opportunities,” Wigwas says. “And it is
even more important now that
I have my own child — I want
her to know her culture.”
The Feast Bundle Workshop
was presented in partnership with the Union of Ontario
Indians, Thunder Bay District
Health Unit and EcoSupe-

rior. Participants decorated a
feast bundle, which they were
encouraged to use for carrying
a plate, utensils, cups, water
bottles and any other items
needed for feasts and ceremonies in order to reduce the
impact of styrofoam, plastic and
paper on the environment.
“(The workshop) involves
learning a bit about traditional
women’s roles within Native
communities and a bit about
the environment and ways to
protect the environment and
the Native role as caretaker of
Mother Earth,” says Lynda Banning, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder regional worker for
Northern Superior. “The communities are very receptive to
(the workshop). They enjoy the
teachings; they enjoy learning
about ways they could reduce
the impact of their behaviour
or their carbon footprint on the
environment.”
Banning says she has picked
up “many teachings” over the
years from participants at the
workshops.
“We have probably learned
more than we taught,” Banning
says. “Elders and community
members always have so much
to contribute and they have
enriched our presentation so
much over the years.”
A Men’s Fire Bundle Workshop was presented earlier in
the day by Teresa Trudeau, traditional coordinator at Anishnawbe Mushkiki Health Centre.
The workshop included information about the purpose and
significance of a bundle, along
with Fire Bag Teachings about
the traditional roles of men.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Lac des Mille Lacs’ Mike Ignace is currently working on the side drops
for his men’s grassy regalia at the Sewing Sisters weekly gathering in
Thunder Bay. He created most of his regalia over the past four years.

Sewing Spirits gather in
Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Lac des Mille Lacs grass
dancer Mike Ignace was sporting a new pair of moccasins at
the weekly Sewing Spirits gathering in Thunder Bay.
“About a year ago my aunt
started making these for me,
and I’m just working them in
now,” says the Lac des Mille
Lacs administrative assistant.
“They just got finished tonight.”
Ignace is currently working
on the beadwork for his regalia at the weekly Sewing Spirits gathering, which is held on
Wednesday evenings at the
West Thunder Community Centre in Thunder Bay.
“I’m working on the side
drops now,” Ignace says. “My
regalia has kind of been done
for a couple of years, but it’s
never actually done. There’s
always adding, or something
breaks or rips.”
Ignace began attending the
Sewing Spirits gathering about

Clinical Services Coordinator
SUMMARY
Reporting to the Assistant Director of eHealth Services, the Clinical Services Coordinator (CSC) supports and oversees the
clinical activities of the telemedicine program and acts as a clinical resource for program management and staff. The CSC
is a “Champion” of telemedicine in the region who engages community, federal and provincial health providers to enable
seamless access to integrated telemedicine services, and plan and promote adoption of new virtual tools, platforms, and
protocols.
The Clinical Services Coordinator provides clinical supervision to Telemedicine Coordinators (CTCs) at KOeTS-affiliated pointsof-care. In this role, s/he initiates and approves individualized CTC training plans and conducts periodic assessments of their
clinical knowledge and skills. The Clinical Services Coordinator is supported by the Informatics Educator and Community
Telemedicine Coordinator Supervisor (CTCS). S/he also provides direct supervision to the eHealth Projects Coordinator, the
Health Informatics Educator, the Clinical Schedulers and Clinical Administration Scheduler.
RESPONSIBILITES
1. Coordinates the development of regional clinical telemedicine services
2. Supports KO eHealth team in the provision of effective telemedicine services
3. Plans adoption and promotes use of virtual health services
4. Completes documentation and paperwork required to support program
5. Demonstrates Commitment to KO eHealth Team

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
For over 30 years Shelter House has been a safe place
for those in the homeless community and living in
poverty. The Shelter operates with a harm reduction
approach and offers hope and support to the countless
individuals who use the Shelter’s services. Shelter
House offers programs such as Emergency Shelter,
Managed Alcohol Program, Community Kitchen, and
Street Outreach.

Our Vision... a just and equal society,
where people can live with dignity.

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND ABILITIES
1. Degree in Nursing and current registration with College of Nurses of Ontario
2. Experience working with First Nations communities in health care delivery
3. Knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal culture and values, and of the geographic, and diverse health care
challenges in the NWLHIN’s Northern Integrated District.
4. Understanding of and interest in the use of communications and learning technologies in health care delivery
5. Able to work collaboratively, complete work on schedule and within approved budgets
6. Excellent interpersonal skills with effective capacity to mentor and support First Nations health workers and advance
innovative ideas
7. Strong oral and written communication and presentational skills
8. Ability to travel throughout the Northern Integrated District Network
9. Ability to communicate in a Native language is an asset (Ojibway, Oji-Cree, or Cree)

Shelter House is seeking an exceptional, inspiring, and
committed Executive Director to manage, lead, and
continue the positive development of the organization.
The successful candidate will be someone who is
deeply committed to providing basic needs, dignity
and comfort to people living in poverty and to working
collaboratively with the community to stimulate action
to address the root causes of homelessness.

Location: Balmertown, Ontario. Deadline for applications: December 14, 2015.
Please send cover letter, resume and three references to: angiemccleary@knet.ca.
http://kochiefs.ca/

For a complete position description including required
qualifications and instructions to apply, please visit our
website at:

Keewaytinook Okimakanak, which means Northern Chiefs in Oji-Cree, is a non-political Chiefs Council serving Deer Lake,
Fort Severn, Keewaywin, McDowell Lake, North Spirit Lake and Poplar Hill First Nations. The organization is directed by the
Chiefs of the member First Nations who form the Board of Directors. Through its close awareness of community needs and its
team approach, the Council advises and assists its member First Nations. The Council provides services in the areas of health,
education, economic development, employment assistance, legal, public works, finance and administration, and computer
communications (K-Net Services). The Executive Director liaises with the six Chiefs, with the staff of the Council and with
other organizations and governments.
KO eHealth is a unit within Keewaytinook Okimakanak and provides telemedicine services 26 telemedicine sites.
The KO eHealth Services office is located in Balmertown, Ontario.

http://www.shelterhouse.on.ca/article/-1566.asp
Deadline to apply: December 28, 2015 @ 4:30 pm
Shelter House is an equal opportunity employer and invites
applications from all qualified individual including women,
members of visible minorities, Aboriginal persons and persons
with disabilities.

four years ago. Lac des Mille
Lacs began holding the gathering about five years ago as a
way for community members to
learn and share cultural knowledge and experience. It has
since grown to include about 40
regular participants.
“When we first started it,
it was very small — you had a
handful of people who came
out,” Ignace says. “But when
you look at it now, we have
people from every family in the
First Nation coming out. People
are sharing stories, they’re sharing all their skills. Some people
are amazing beaders, some
people are amazing sewers and
some people have both (skills).”
Ignace says the participants
share “a lot of the culture” during the gathering.
“It gives us a chance to converse with our Elders, to learn
stories from their childhood,”
Ignace says. “We really relate to
them. It’s good to be here.”
The Sewing Spirits gathering
is funded through a grant from
the Ontario Arts Council as well
as funding from Lac des Mille
Lacs. The gathering features
a variety of activities, including regalia making, traditional
teachings, guest speakers and
artist demonstrations, which
are held under the guidance of
an Elder.
“We realized there were
people in our community who
wanted to have regalia and
learn about dance and culture
and crafts,” says Marcia Pedri,
Lac des Mille Lacs’ health
director. “Over the years we’ve
made regalia, we’ve made star
blankets, we’ve made moccasins and gauntlets and feather
holders and hand drums, just to
name a few.”
Lac des Mille Lacs’ Dawn
May is currently working on her
own women’s traditional regalia.
“And I’ve also made moccasins, gauntlet mitts, a hand
drum, a jingle dress, quite a few
items,” May says.
May enjoys learning about
the teachings during the weekly
gatherings.
“It’s bringing our community
together and we’re really family
oriented,” May says. “There’s a
lot of love in this room. Everybody helps each other out and
we have an Elder here that will
start out with a prayer, drumming and a teaching.”
Lac des Mille Lacs’ Christine
Halvorsen is currently working
on a pair of gauntlets for her
partner.
“He’s wolf clan and I’m bear,
so the two unions,” Halvorsen
says. “That speaks to my family
and our identities in our community as well.”
Halvorsen says the gathering serves as a preservation for
future generations of community members.
“The items here that we create allow us to show part of
our identity and it tells a story,”
Halvorsen says. “I believe that
is important for future generations to continue working with.”
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Season’s
Greetings

Addictions Awareness Week in Fort Albany

The Nishnawbe Aski Nation Executive Council
and staff wish you and your family a safe and
healthy holiday season.

Leo Metatawabin/Special to Wawatay News

TOP: At the village of Fort Albany radio station on Nov 19, JHR trainer Jack Locke (standing in
front), JHR trainee Mike Koostachin (standing in background) and JHR trainee, host Xavier Inishinapay (sitting) conduct a radio interview with Thomas Scott, Community Addictions Awaeness
Conference coordinator.
BOTTOM: JHR trainees; Mike Koostachin (standing) Xavier Inishinapay (sitting with headphones)
interviews Community Addiction Awareness Conference Coordinator Thomas Scott and one of the
Keynote Speaker Sage Friday.

www.nan.on.ca

nder Hawks
Thu

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes
for the New Year from the students
and staff at Dennis Franklin Cromarty
High School
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