PM#0382659799

Northern Ontario’s First Nation Voice since 1974
4000 copies distributed

June, 2015

www.wawataynews.ca

Vol. 42 No. 1

Mishkeegogaming walks for justice in Thunder Bay
Stephanie Wesley
Special to Wawatay News

After a 650-kilometer trek from the
community of Mishkeegogamang First
Nation to Thunder Bay, a group of
walkers have completed their mission
to honour the memories of community
members who have gone missing or
have been murdered.
The walk, which began on May 9
and included around 20 participants,
was planned to honour the memories
of Sarah Skunk, Viola Panacheese, and
Rena Fox. Fox was murdered in 2003,
a murder that is unsolved. Panacheese
disappeared in 1991. Skunk was
reportedly last spotted in Thunder Bay
in 1995.
Mishkeegogamang Chief Connie
Grey-McKay was one of the walkers,
along with Elder Eva Skunk. Eva is the
mother is Sarah Skunk.
The group of walkers arrived in
Thunder Bay on May 22, and was
joined by three-dozen Thunder Bay
locals, including Nishnawbe Aski
Nation Deputy Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler, to complete a final walk to the
last-known address of Sarah Skunk in
the city.
A closing ceremony was held at the
Victoria Inn on May 23.
The ceremony included welcoming
remarks from Fort William First
Nation Chief Peter Collins, Assembly
of First Nations National Chief Perry
Bellegarde, Chiefs of Ontario Regional
Chief Stan Beardy, Nishnawbe Aski
Nation Grand Chief Harvey Yesno,
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Deputy Grand
Chief Alvin Fiddler, Mishkeegogamang
Ojibway Nation Chief Connie GreyMcKay, and Manitoba Grand Chief
Derek Nepinak.
Full Moon Memory Walk Founder
Sharon Johnson, Family Violence
Speaker Melissa Skunk, and
Community Violence Speaker Steven
Morris also spoke at the ceremony.
Family testimonies were also heard
from the Skunk Family through
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Anika Ashmugeesha, 4, walks with her mother from Mishkeegogaming to Thunder Bay. See more photos of the walk on page 9.
Maryanne
Panacheese-Skunk,
Panacheese Family through Raden
Panacheese, and Fox/Loon family
Bernard Keetash.
Treena Ashmugeesha, a walker
and member of Mishkeegogamang,

was one of many walkers who kept
supporters updated through a group
for the walk on Facebook via status
updates and photos. She was also the
Master of Ceremonies alongside James
Morris.

“I can’t believe we are here,”
Ashmugeesha posted on her Facebook
account on May 22. “Today was an
emotional one. This whole walk – now
that I’m sitting here thinking about
everything, the laughs, the talks, all

of the moments we’ve had throughout
this journey, I’m at a loss for words”
Ashmugeesha said that she felt
truly humbled by her people and her
community.
“I have an overwhelming urge to
just sit here and cry. Happy tears for
our safe arrival, for our memories
made, our times hared together, and
hopeful tears this this walk has opened
some people’s eyes that were blinded
before,” Ashmugeesha said.
She stated that the significance of
the walk remains strong and true, and
that there are families and friends out
there who need answers.
“After these last two weeks, I’ve
come to realize that this is relevant
everywhere. I’ve met and gotten to
know so many people during this, all
of which carry some kind of hurt,”
Ashmugeesha stated. “I hope this walk
will continue to live with them and
remain a positive reminder as to what
they are all really capable of when they
make that choice.”
During the closing ceremonies, NAN
Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler said
that the fact that every segment of
the community of Mishkeegogamang,
from children to Elder, were a part of
the walk.
“I was honoured to be asked
yesterday to walk those last few miles
with you as you completed your
journey,” Fiddler told the community
members.
AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde
told the walkers that it was important
for them to keep doing what they do to
raise awareness on the issue of missing
and murdered Indigenous women.
“It’s so important to keep doing
what we’re all doing across Turtle
Island because it’s not only our issue,
it’s not only a region issue, it’s not only
Canada’s issue. It is an international
issue in terms of the violence in our
communities, and how it’s directed at
our women, as well,” Bellegarde said.

ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᐃᓇᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᐁᑭᐱᒧᓭᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ
ᐯ
ᑭᐃᓇᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐠ
ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᒪᒋᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐨ 650
ᑭᓫᐊᒥᑐᕑ ᑎᐸᐦᐊᑲᐣ ᑭᐊᐱᓯᓇᑲᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐃᓇᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐊᑎᐟ
ᐅᐱᒧᓭᐠ
ᑭᑕᑲᐧᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑭᐱᒧᓭᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐅᒋᑲᓄᑫᐣᑕᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᒋᑕᒪᑲᓂᒥᐊᐧ
ᑲᑭᓀᐱᒋᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᒥᐨ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᓂᓯᒪᑲᓄᓂᐨ.
ᒪᑯᐱᓯᑦ
9
ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᓂᐨ
ᐊᐱ
ᑲᑭᒪᒋᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᓇᐣᑕ 20
ᑭᑕᓯᓄᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᐱᒪᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐁᐅᒋᑲᓄᑫᑕᐃᐧᑕᐧ
ᑲᑭᐱᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᐧᑕᐧ
ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ, ᓭᕑᐊ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ, ᐸᔪᓫᐊ ᐸᓇᒋᐢ
ᒥᓇ ᕑᐃᓇ ᐸᐧᐠᐢ. ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᑭᓂᓴᑲᓄᐸᐣ
2003 ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᑲ
ᒋᑭᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᓂᒪᑲᓄᐨ ᑲᑭᓂᐸᑕᑫᐨ. ᐸᓇᒋᐢ
ᑭᓀᐱᒋᐊᐧᐦᐊᑲᓄ 1991 ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ ᐃᓇᒋᒪᑲᓄ ᐃᐡᑲᐧᔭᐨ
ᐁᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐸᐣ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ 1995
ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ.
ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᑲᐧᓂ ᑯᕑᐁ ᒪᑫ
ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐱᒧᓭ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐊᔑᐨ ᑭᒋᑫᐧ
ᐃᐸ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ. ᐃᐸ ᐃᓂᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᑕᓂᓴᐣ
ᑲᑭᓀᐱᒋᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᓭᕑᐊ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ.
ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑕᑲᐧᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ

ᐯ ᒪᑯᐱᓯᑦ 22 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᓂᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐅᑭᐱᓇᑭᐡᑲᑯᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᓂᓱᒥᑕᓇ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᔑᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ
ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ, ᐁᑭᔭᓂᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᔑ
ᑕᑯᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᒋᐨ ᑲᑭᐃᔑᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᓄᐸᐣ
ᓭᕑᐊ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑭᒋᐅᑌᓇᐠ.
ᑭᔭᓂᑭᐸᐦᐃᑲᑌ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ
ᐱᐟᑐᕑᐃᔭ ᐃᐣ ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᒪᑯᐱᓯᑦ
23 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ. ᑲᑭᑕᔑ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᐃᔕᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᐃᐧᓫᐃᔭᑦ
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐱᑐᕑ ᑲᐧᓫᐃᐣᐢ, ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐢᑕᐣ ᐯᕑᑎ, ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐦᐊᕑᐱ ᔦᐢᓄ, ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ
ᐊᐢᑭ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ,
ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᑲᐧᓂ ᑯᕑᐁ ᒪᑫ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᒪᓂᑐᐸ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᑌᕑᐃᐠ ᓂᐱᓇᐠ.
ᑎᐱᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ ᑲᓄᑫᐣᑕᑫᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐨ ᔐᕑᐊᐣ ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᒋᑕᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᒪᓀᓂᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ
ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᒣᓫᐃᓴ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᒪᓀᓂᒥᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐢᑎᐱᐣ
ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐢ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᓇᓄᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᑕᔑ
ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᐢᑲᐣᐠ

ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑭᑕᑎᐸᒋᒧᐊᐧᐠ, ᒣᕑᐃᐊᐣ
ᐸᓇᒋᐢ - ᐢᑲᐣᐠ, ᐸᓇᒋᐢ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᑎᐸᒋᒧᐨ ᕑᐁᑎᐣ ᐸᓇᒋᐢ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐸᐧᐠᐢ ᒥᓇ ᓫᐅᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᑎᐸᒋᒧᐨ
ᐳᕑᓇᕑᐟ ᑭᑕᐡ.
ᑐᕑᐃᓇ ᐊᐡᒪᑭᔕ, ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ, ᒥᐦᐊᐁᐧ ᐯᔑᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐱᒥ ᑕᑎᐸᒋᒧᐨ ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᒋᐱᒥᑭᑫᑕᒥᓂᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᒥᐊᓴᐧᐸᒥᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑭᒐᒐᑲᑌᓯᒋᑫᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᒪᐦᐊᑐᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᐅᒋᓂᑲᓂᐡᑲᐣ
ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐃᐧᓂ ᐊᔑᐨ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐨ
ᒉᒥᐢ ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐢ.
ᓂᒪᒪᑲᑌᑕᐣ ᐊᔕ ᐅᒪ ᐁᑭᑕᑯᔑᓇᐠ,
ᐊᐡᒪᑭᔕ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᑲᑭᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐨ
ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᑲᐅᒋᒪᒪᐃᐧ
ᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒪᑯᐱᓯᑦ 22 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ. ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᑯ ᑭᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᐱᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᐁᓴᑲᒪᑕᐱᔭᐣ
ᐁᑭᐁᐧᒪᒥᑐᓀᑕᒪᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐱ
ᐸᐱᒧᓭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᐸᐱᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᑲᐱᒧᓭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ,
ᐊᒥ ᑕᐡ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐁᑫᐧᓇᐃᐧᐃᑭᑐᔭᐣ.
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᓇ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑯ ᑭᐅᒋᑕᐸᓭᓂᒧ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᐊᐧᐸᒪᐨ ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒪᐣ.

ᐁᑭᒧᔑᐦᐅᔭᐣ
ᒋᒪᐃᐧᔭᐣ.
ᐁᑭᐅᒋᑲᐊᐧᐱᔭᐣ
ᐁᐱᒋᒥᓀᐧᑕᒪᐣ
ᑲᑭᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᐠ
ᒋᔭᓂᑕᑯᔑᓇᐠ,
ᐁᑭᐅᑎᓇᒪᐠ ᒋᐅᒋᑭᐁᐧᒪᒥᑲᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᐠ,
ᑲᑭᐃᐧᒋᐱᒧᓭᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐸᑯᓭᑕᒪᐣ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲ
ᑲᑭᐱᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᐡᒪᑭᔕ.
ᑭᐊᓂᑭᑐ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᐱᑯ ᐁᔑᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑲᐸᐃᐧᒪᑲᐠ, ᐊᓂᐡ
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑐᑌᒥᒪᐠ
ᐅᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᐣ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᑭᐃᓯᓭᓂᑫᐧᐣ.
ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᓂᔓᐱᒥᑯᓇᑲ ᓂᑭᐅᒋ
ᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐃᓴᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐁᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ. ᓂᑭᐱᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ
ᐁᑭᑭᐡᑲᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐃᐧᓴᑫᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᐡᒪᑭᔕ. ᓂᐸᑯᓭᑕᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑲ
ᒋᐊᐧᓂᑫᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᒋᑭᐅᒋ ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᔭᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᓂᔑᐅᐱᑲᐸᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ.
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᐊᐱ
ᑲᑭᔭᓂᑭᐸᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ
ᑲᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᓂᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ ᐅᑯᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ

ᑲᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᔭᓂᐊᐱᑕᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐱᓂᐡ
ᑲᓂᑭᒋᐦᐊᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ.
ᓂᑭ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᐣ ᑲᑭᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᔑᔦᐠ
ᐅᓇᑯ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐱᒧᓭᒥᓇᑯᐠ
ᐊᐱ
ᑲᐱᑕᑲᐧᐦᐊᑐᔦᐠ, ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᐅᑭᐃᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ
ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ.
ᑲᓇᑕ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐯᕑᐃ ᐯᓫᑲᕑᐟ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐅᑭᐅᒋ ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᒧᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᐃᓇᐨ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐳᓂᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᒪᒥᑲᐊᐧᓯᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᑲᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ.
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᑯ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᐱᒥᔭᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐅᒪ ᑌᑎᐸᑲᒥᐠ ᑲᓇᑕ
ᐊᐦᑭᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑕ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ
ᐅᒪ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐊᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᐣ,
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ ᐊᔭᒪᑲᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ. ᒥᓯᐁᐧᑲᒥᐠ ᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑐᑲᐣ
ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑐᑕᐃᐧᑕᐧ, ᐯᓫᑲᕑᐟ ᐃᑭᑐ.
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Wagamese, Boyden speak out on mental health
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Award-winning
authors
Richard Wagamese and Joseph
Boyden recently discussed
mental health issues at the
Canadian Mental Health
Association’s The Fine Print:
Writers Talk Mental Health.
“For a long time I wandered
around in my life thinking I was
crazy because every once in a
while, despite all the successes,
despite everything that was
going on professionally in
my life, something would
happen and I would become
overwhelmed by a tidal wave of
emotions I couldn’t put a finger
on, recollections and shadow
shapes in the corner that I had
no idea why they were there,”
says Wagamese, author of
Indian Horse, Medicine Walk
and Runaway Dreams. “And
I would disappear down the
rabbit hole. And the only thing
I could put a tag on was crazy.”
Wagamese says that was the
label he hung his life on until
he learned otherwise from a
therapist in 2003.
“She said we’re dealing with
post traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD),” Wagamese says. “I
finally had a diagnosis. And
with that diagnosis came this
huge sense of relief, like wow,
thank you. Because with the
diagnosis, it meant I now had
mechanism, that there was

something I could put in place
to help me manage it.”
The two Aboriginal authors
spoke about living with
mental health issues to about
400 people during the May
6 fundraising event at the
Victoria Inn in Thunder Bay.
“As a teen I was labelled
with so many things, and the
labelling scared me in a way,
the labelling made me pull back
and go I don’t want to be any of
that,” says Boyden, author of
The Orenda, Three Day Road
and Through Black Spruce. “In
2008 I won the Giller Prize.
I should be the most excited
dude in the world. I should be
so happy. I’m travelling around
the world and selling books. It’s
this great kind of experience
but I find I am in this deep
depression, this darkness I call
it that has come and visited me.
And it hadn’t visited me for 10
years. I thought I had beat it; it
was something of my youth that
had passed away.”
Boyden says a number of his
friends’ children had recently
committed suicide. He says the
incidents brought back his own
PTSD from his youth, when he
had attempted suicide.
“Amanda (his wife) very
kindly, as a good partner will
do, said ‘get up out of bed,’”
Boyden says. “Write about it,
Joseph. Speak out loud, not for
yourself, but for these kids. If
one kid hears this message, it

will make a difference.”
Boyden wrote two pieces,
one for CBC called the Walk
to Morning and another for
Maclean’s called The Hurting.
“Reaching out to others
changed my perspective,”
Boyden says. “And it also began
to rid me of this depression, of
this darkness.”
Deputy Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler says it is important to
talk about the issues Wagamese
and Boyden raised.
“It is important that we
begin to learn how to talk
about these issues and more
especially to teach our children
and grandchildren to be able to
openly express the issues that
have been made here tonight,”
Fiddler says. “There are certain
triggers that somebody may say
or you may see that will trigger
something within you. That is
why it is so important that we
begin to equip ourselves so we
can deal with those issues that
we have in our lives and to be
able to address those things in a
very posi-tive way.”
Fiddler says youth with these
issues need to get help right
away.
“They (need to) be given the
opportunity to express their
feelings and given the tools to
be able to address whatever it is
that they experienced,” Fiddler
says, “for them to grow in a very
healthy way.”

Rick Garrick/Special to Wawatay News

Award-winning authors Richard Wagamese and Joseph Boyden spoke about their mental health issues at
the Canadian Mental Health Association’s The Fine Print: Writers Talk Mental Health on May 6 in Thunder
Bay.

ONWA launches Mocc Walk 2015, hopes to continue success
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Schools from Geraldton and
southern Ontario have joined
in on the fun with the Ontario
Native Women’s Association
Mocc Walk.
“They are really getting into
supporting this Mocc Walk,”
says Robert Fenton, ONWA’s
Aboriginal diabetes worker.
“I’ve heard from some of the
teachers and they said it’s been
such a good experience for
them.”
Fenton is pleased with
the increasing number of

schools that have joined up
to participate in the Mocc
Walk, which was developed to
encourage Aboriginal people
to begin exercising and to learn
more about diabetes.
“It seems every year we’ve
been getting more schools
involved with the Mocc Walk,”
Fenton says. “I’m really excited
about that. It’s nice to see.”
The annual Mocc Walk
challenge runs from May
1-June 30. It was first organized
in 2003 and has run every
year except one since then.
Individuals or teams of four can
join by registering with ONWA

by e-mail, fax or mail. ONWA
encourages people of all ages
to join the Mocc Walk, from
children to Elders.
“It’s grown every year,”
Fenton says. “Last year we had
1,076 people walking all across
Ontario. And we’re hoping to
break that this year.”
For every 10 minutes of
walking, participants get
one point. The more points
accumulated, the more chances
to win a prize. Participants can
walk on treadmills, in malls or
outside.
Fenton says one single
mother taught her three

children simple math and how
to tell time during their Mocc
Walk.
“Depending
on
where
they were walking, she was
(also) teaching them about
the different plants they
encountered,” Fenton says.
“She was very thrilled that she
had this opportunity to spend
that time with her children.”
ONWA began the Mocc Walk
as a one-month challenge,
but soon switched to a twomonth challenge to encourage
participants to keep exercising
after the challenge period was
over.

“By that time we hope they
will develop the habit of going
for a walk every day,” Fenton
says. “We get reports from
people saying they’ve kept up
the walking even after the Mocc
Walk was over.”
One First Nation community
in southern Ontario tracked
the blood pressure and
blood sugar levels of all the
community members who were
participating in the Mocc Walk.
“At the end of the Mocc Walk,
they all had reduced blood
sugar readings, their blood
pressure had all come down,
and they had lost weight,”

Fenton says. “We’ve had a lot
of good stories like that where
it has really helped people to
manage their blood sugar in a
healthy way.”
Some communities have also
had friendly challenges among
those who are participating in
the Mocc Walk.
“It’s
brought
the
communities together,” Fenton
says.
Over the years, communities
from all across Ontario have
joined in on the Mocc Walk,
from Moose Factory in the
north to Akwesasne in the
south.

Thank You, Airlines!
Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News
to our northern communities is appreciated.
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Kashechewan uncertain about future after another evacuation
Community willing to relocate upriver as studies are being conducted: Chief Stephen
Lenny Carpenter
Special to Wawatay News

After another year of
evacuations, the community
of Kashechewan remains
uncertain over whether it
will stay in its location or be
relocated to another site.
Most of its 1,900 community
members were flown out to
southern Ontario cities at the
end of April as a precaution
after the breakup of the Albany
River threatened to flood the
community. No actual flooding
occurred and residents were
returned home by May 20.
It is the fourth consecutive
year and the eighth time since
2005 that the community
was either partially or fully
evacuated due to flooding
concerns.
Chief Derek Stephen said the
annual evacuations are taking a
toll on its community members.
He said the main concerns are
the well-being of their youth.
“We’re trying to get them
to complete their education,”
he said. “The evacuations
costs a lot of time for them to

miss school and that’s what
the people are really really
worried about, not being able to
complete their education year
to year.”
Now relocation of the
community is being considered
again. Stephen said three
studies will be underway, which
includes a capital planning and
community
comprehensive
planning study.
“All three projects need to go
hand-in-hand in order to find
out what are the best solutions,
and where the First Nation
will go at the end of the day,”
Stephen said. “It’ll tell a true
picture of what the cost analysis
will be and whether we’ll move
the community upriver or
staying and rebuilding where it
is now.”
Stephen said the studies
need to be done before the
federal government will any
relocation proposal. The
studies are not expected to be
completed until March 2016.
The idea of relocating
first came under serious
consideration in 2006 when
two studies were conducted.

One recommendation in a
government-commissioned
study was to relocate the
Kashechewan down south to
an area outside of Timmins,
Ont., a suggestion which the
community continues to reject.
Another study led by Dr.
Emily Faries of Moose Cree First
Nation showed the community
was willing to relocate about
30 kilometres upriver to
higher ground. Such a project
would cost an estimated $500
million. Instead, in what
Stephen considers a costsaving decision, the federal
government announced in 2007
that the community would stay
and rebuild on its present site.
The announcement came
with a $200 million agreement
to improve infrastructure and
flood protection.
This March, MP Charlie
Angus (NDP — Timmins-James
Bay) said the community has
received about $97 million
of the $200 million promised,
but $50 million of that went
to emergency evacuations or
continual repairs to areas that
flood year after year.

At the same time, Stephen
released
an
engineering
interim report by the Hatch
Energy firm. It assessed that
the current dike system is
“inadequate” and poses an
“intolerable” flood risk to the
community.
“We’re trying to address
the issues going on with the
seepage with our dike system,
and also the damage that was
caused by erosion over time
on the banks along the river,”
Stephen said. “Also the outlets
that we’ve been try to get
repaired for a number of years,
that’s causing our community
to flood inside.”
Stephen said while the $200
million agreement in 2007
came in the form of an MOU,
“there was never any financial
resources set aside for the
agreement itself.”
“We’ve been dealing with
the (Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development of
Canada) headquarters which
has limited money…so that’s
the problem we’ve been
having,” Stephen said.
In an e-mail statement,

the office of AANDC Minister
Bernard Valcourt said: “Over
the years, we have been
working with the First Nation
in order to mitigate the risk of
flooding and ensure the safety
of the community members.”
The statement did not
address questions about the
$200 million promised to
the community, how much
the government has spent
on evacuating Kashechewan
since 2007, and whether the
government is willing to make
a financial commitment to
relocate the First Nation.
“Last year, the minister met
with Chief Stephen and the
band council to discuss how
we will move forward on their
flooding issues,” the statement
said. “Our government has put
in place a dedicated working
group which has been meeting
regularly with the First Nation
to address both the immediate
and long term solutions to this
particular issue.”
“We will continue to work
with Kaschechewan First
Nation and all partners to keep
community members safe.”

While
relocation
is
considered,
about
400
Kashechewan residents have
little choice but to remain
outside their community.
Last year, more than
40 housing units received
extensive damage during the
spring flooding. Now 36 of
those units remain damaged
and the residents have been
forced to continue living in
Kapuskasing, Ont.
Stephen said some of those
homes have been damaged up
for four times from previous
floods.
The First Nation has
completed an assessment of
those homes and is under
review by AANDC technical
staff.
“And they’ll decide whether
we repair the units or build
new units,” Stephen said. The
timeline for the residents’
return will depend on the
decision.
The First Nation expects a
response by early June.

ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᓄᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐧᐊᐧᓀᑕᒧᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᐃᐸᓂᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ ᐊᔕ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ ᒪᒋᔭᒧᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᐊᔕ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᒪᒪᒋᔭᒧᐦᐊᑲᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐠ
ᓄᑯᑦ
ᑲᑭᓯᑲᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐊᐧᐊᐧᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᓄᐠ
ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ
ᐃᒪ ᒋᑭᑕᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒋᑭᓂᑲᑌᑯᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ.
1,900 ᑕᓯᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᒪ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑫᑲᐟ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᑭᐊᔭᑭᓀ ᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑭᐃᓇᒧᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᔕᐊᐧᓄᐠ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑲᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᑭᒋᐅᑌᓇᐊᐧᐣ
ᑲᓂᐳᓇᑭᓱᐨ ᓂᑭᐱᓯᒧᐣ ᐊᐱ
ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒧᐡᑭᐱᑭᐸᐣ ᐊᓫᐸᓂ ᓯᐱ
ᐁᑭᔭᓂ ᓇᓂᓴᓂᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᒧᐡᑭᐱᐠ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᐣ. ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ
ᒧᐡᑭᐱᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᑭᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧᐠ
ᒪᑯᐱᓯᒧᐣ 20 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᓂᐨ.
ᒥᑕᐡ ᐊᔕ ᓂᐊᐧ ᑕᓱᓯᑲᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐃᓇᓀᐊᐧ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 2005
ᐁᐱᐅᒋ
ᒪᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂᑕᐧ
ᐁᐧᓴ
ᑲᑭᐱᓇᓂᓴᓂᓇᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᒧᐡᑭᐱᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
ᐊᒥ
ᑲᐃᑭᑐᐨ
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ
ᑌᕑᐃᐠ
ᐣᑎᐱᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑕᓱᓯᑲᐧᐣ
ᑲᒪᒪᒋᔭᒧᐦᐃᒥᐨ
ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒪᐣ
ᐊᔕ
ᐁᓂᐊᔭᑯᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ. ᐃᑭᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑕᐡ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑕᓀᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲ
ᐁᓄᒋᒥᓄᑐᑕᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑐᐡᑲᑎᓯᒥᐊᐧᐣ.
ᓂᑲᑫᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᒥᐣ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᑭᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ, ᑭᐃᑭᑐ.
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ
ᑲᒪᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂᑕᐧ
ᓇᐱᐨ ᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ ᐅᒋᐸᐸᓂᓭᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᒋᑕᓀᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲ
ᑲᑭ ᑭᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᑕᓱᔭᑭ.
ᐊᔕ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᑕᓂᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᑕᓇᐊᐧ
ᒋᑭᐊᐣᒋᑯᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐢᑎᐱᐣ
ᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᐦᓯᐣ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧ
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑕᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ,
ᐊᔑᐨ
ᑲᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᑫᑯᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᐅᐡᑭᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ
ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐣ ᐅᓄᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᐦᓯᐣ
ᐃᓇᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᔑᒪᒪᐃᐧᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᑭᐅᒋ
ᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᐠ
ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ
ᑫᑭᒥᓄᓭᐦᐃᐁᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᑫᑭᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᑭᐣ,
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐢᑎᐱᐣ.
ᒪᔭᑦ ᑕᐡ
ᑕᑭᑫᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᐃᐡᑲᐧᑭᔕᓄᑲᑌᐠ

ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ
ᑫᐃᓯᓭᑯᐸᓀᐣ ᒣᑎᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᒋᑭᐊᐣᒋᑯᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᑭᐸᐣ
ᓇᓂᒥᐠ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒋᑭ
ᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᐁᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ
ᑲᐃᔑᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᐣ.
ᐢᑎᐱᐣ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᐣᒋᑕ ᐱᑯ
ᐃᓯᓭᐸᐣ ᒋᑭᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᐊᓂᒪᐧᔦ
ᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑲᓄᐸᐣ
ᑲᓇᑕ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᐊᒋᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᑫᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑭᐃᓀᒋᑲᑌ
ᐸᓂᒪ
ᐁᐧᑎ
ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ 2016 ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ
ᒋᔭᓂᑭᔕᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ.
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᐱ 2006 ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᒥ
ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᔭᓂ ᓇᓇᑲᑕᐁᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᒋᑭᐊᒋᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᑫᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐊᐱ
ᓂᔕᐧ
ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐊᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐯᔑᐠ
ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᒪᑲᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᐁᑭᐃᑭᑐᐸᐣ
ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᐣ ᒋᐊᒋᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᐠ
ᐁᐧᑎ ᔕᐊᐧᓄᐠ ᐯᔓᐨ ᑎᒥᐣᐢ
ᐅᑌᓇᐠ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᐅᑎᓀᑕᓯᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᔐᐧᒋᐊᐧᐣ
ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐃᓂᑕᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑯᑕᑭᓂ
ᑲ ᑭ ᐊ ᓄ ᑲ ᑕ ᑭ ᐸ ᐣ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᓂ
ᐁᒪᓫᐃ ᐸᕑᐃᐢ ᒧᐢ ᑯᕑᐃ ᑲᐅᒋᐨ
ᐅᑭᐃᔑᒥᑲᐣ
ᐁᐃᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐊᒋᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᓇᐣᑕ
30
ᑭᓫᐊᒥᑐᕑᐢ ᓇᓂᒥᐠ ᐃᓀᑫ. ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑭᐃᓇᑭᒋᑲᑌ ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ $500
ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᒋᐃᓇᑭᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᐅᐡᑭᑕᐃᐧᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ
ᐢᑎᐱᐣ
ᑲᑭᐃᓀᑕᑭᐸᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᓇᐊᐧᐨ
ᐸᑭ ᒋᑭᒣᑎᓂᑫᓭᑭᐸᐣ, ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
2007
ᑲᓇᑕ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐᐸᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒋᓂᑲᑌᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋ ᒧ ᒋ ᐊ ᐧ ᐁ ᐧ ᔑ ᒋ ᑲ ᑌ ᓂ ᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᔦ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᓇᑯᒧ
ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᐨ
$200
ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ
ᔓᓂᔭᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᐁᑲ ᒋᒧᐡᑭᐱᓂᐠ ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.
ᓄᑯᑦ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᒥᑭᓯᐃᐧᐱᓯᑦ,
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂ ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᒐᕑᓫᐃ
ᐊᐣᑭᐢ (ᐁᐣᑎᐱ ᑲᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᐨ
ᑎᒥᐣᐢ ᒥᓇ ᒉᒥᐢ ᐯ ᐃᓀᑫ)
ᑭᐃᓇᒋᒧ
$97
ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ
ᐃᑯ ᐅᓴᑦ ᑭᐸᓂᑎᓇ $200

CELEBRATING
National Aboriginal Day

Join us: June 22nd 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ
ᑲᑭᐃᔓᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧᐸᐣ
ᒋᔑᒥᓂᑕᐧ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᔕ $50
ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ ᑭᐃᔑᔭᐸᒋᐦᐊ ᓭᓯᑯᐨ
ᑲᐅᒋᒪᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂᑕᐧ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᑲᐱᒥᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᐱᑲᐧᐳᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᒧᐡᑭᐳᑌᐠ
ᑕᓱᓯᑲᐧᐣ.
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐱ ᐢᑎᐱᐣ
ᐅᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐸᐣ ᐅᑭᒋᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ.
ᐁᑭᐃᓇᒋᒧᐨ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ
ᑭᐸᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐁᒥᓇᐧᔑᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᓇᓂᓴᓂᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᐅᒋᒧᐡᑭᐳᑌᐠ
ᑕᔑᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
ᓂᑕᓇ
ᐱᒥᑲᑫᐧᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᑐᒥᐣ
ᑲᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᐁᐱᒥᔕᔕᐸᐧᔑᑲᐃᐧᑕᒪᑲᐠ
ᑭᐸᐦᐃᑲᐣ,
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ
ᐊᓄᒋᐱᑲᐧᐸᐁᐧ
ᑲᔭᓂᐱᒥ
ᑭᐡᑭᑲᒥᑲᐸᐁᐧᐠ ᓇᓀᐁᐧᓯᐱᐠ,
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐢᑎᐱᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ
ᑭᐸᐦᐃᑲᓀᓴᐣ ᐊᔕ ᒥᔑᓄᔭᑭ
ᐣᑐᒋᐱᐦᐅᒥᐣ ᒋᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ,
ᒥᑕᐡ ᐃᒪ ᑲᓄᒋᒧᐡᑭᐱᑕᒪᑲᐠ ᒣᑫᐧ
ᑕᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᐢᑎᐱᐣ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᓂᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ
$200
ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ
ᔓᓂᔭᐣ ᑲᑭᓇᑯᐸᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 2007
ᑭᒪᓯᓇᐦᐅᑎᓱᓇᓂᐊᐧᓄᐸᐣ

ᓇᑯᒥᑐᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐊᔓᑕᒪᑫᐨ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᑕᐡ ᐃᐧᑲ ᑫᒋᐊᐧᐠ ᒋᑭᐅᒋ
ᐸᑭᑎᓇᑲᓄᐨ
ᔓᓂᔭᐣ
ᑲᑭᓇᑯᑕᒪᑯᔭᑭᐸᐣ.
ᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧᑭᒪᑲᐠ
ᓂᑭᐱᐅᒋ
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒥᑯᒥᐣ
ᒧᔕᐠ
ᑲᓇᓄᑌᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᔓᓂᔭᐣ, ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᐁᔑᐱᒥᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᐠ
ᐣᑕᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, ᐃᑭᑐ ᐢᑎᐱᐣ.
ᐃᒪ
ᑕᐡ
ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᑲᐅᒋᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᐊᐁᐧ
ᑭᒋᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧᑭᒪ ᐳᓇᕑᐟ ᐸᓫᑯᕑ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ: ᐊᔕ ᒥᔑᓄᔭᑭ ᐱᐅᑕᓇᐠ
ᓂᑭᐱᐅᒋ
ᑲᑫᐧᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᒥᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑲ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᒪᒋᓴᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᒧᐡᑭᐱᓂᐠ
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑲ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒋᐃᐣᑎᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐅᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᑭᐅᒋᔭᓂᑕᒪᑫᐨ
ᐃᓂᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ $200 ᒥᓫᐃᔭᐣ
ᔓᓂᔭᐣ
ᑲᑭᐊᔓᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧᐸᐣ
ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᐣ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᐊᔕ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᐱᐅᒋ ᒣᑎᓂᑫᐧᑫᐣ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ
2007 ᑲᒪᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂᑕᐧ ᑕᓱᓯᑲᐧᐣ,
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ

ᑌᐯᐧ
ᑫᑭᔭᓂᐸᑭᑎᓇᑫᐧᐣ
ᔓᓂᔭᐣ
ᒋᔑᐊᐸᑎᓯᐨ
ᒋᐊᒋᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᐣ
ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᔭᑭᐊᐧᐠ, ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ
ᐢᑎᐱᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑐᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᓂᒪᐣ
ᐅᑭᓇᑭᐡᑲᐊᐧᐊᐸᓂᐣ ᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐣ
ᐁᑭᔭᒥᒧᑕᒪᑎᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐊᓂᐣ
ᑫᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᑲᑲᐯᐦᐃ
ᑲᓇᓂᓴᓂᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᒧᐡᑭᐳᑯᐊᐧᐨ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐᒪᑲᐣ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ.
ᐣᑐᑭᒪᒥᓇᐣ
ᐅᑭᐅᓇᓴᐣ
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑫᐅᒋᐱᒥ ᐊᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐱᒥᐊᔭᑲᐃᐧ
ᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᓂᔑᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᔐᒪᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑭᓇᐧᑲᐡ
ᑫᐱᒥᐊᐸᑕᑭᐣ
ᐅᒪ
ᑐᑲᐣ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᓂᑲᐱᒥᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᒥᐣ ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᐣ
ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑲ
ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᔑᒪᒋᓭᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐊᓇᓴ ᐅᒪᒥᑐᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᑲᑌ
ᒋᑭᐅᐡᑭᑕᐃᐧᓂᑫᐊᐧᐸᐣ,
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᐱᑯ 400 ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ ᐅᑭᑐᑕᓯᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲ
ᐁᑭᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᓯᑲᐧᓄᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 40

ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᑭᐱᑲᐧᐸᐁᐧᐊᐧᐣ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᒧᐡᑭᐦᐊᓂᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 36 ᐃᓂᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᔑ ᒋᑭᐅᒋ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐃᒪ
ᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ
ᐊᔭᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐸᐢᑫᓯᐠ ᐅᑌᓇᐠ.
ᐢᑎᐱᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᑎᐟ
ᐃᓂᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐊᔕ
ᓂᐊᐧ ᑭᐱᓇᓇᐱ ᐱᑲᐧᐸᐁᐧᐊᐧᐣ
ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᒪᒧᐡᑭᐱᐊᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐊᔕ
ᑲᔦ
ᐅᑭᑭᔑ
ᓇᓇᑲᒋᑐᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ
ᑲᐊᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒣᑲᐧᐠ
ᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧᑭᒪ ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᐣ ᐅᐱᒥ
ᓇᓇᑲᒋᑐᓇᐣ.
ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐅᑲᐅᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᒋᑭ ᑭᐁᐧ ᐊᐧᐁᐧᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᐅᐡᑭᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᒋᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᐃᑭᑐ ᐢᑎᐱᐣ.
ᐸᓂᒪ ᑕᐡ ᑕᑭᑫᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐊᓇᐱ
ᑫᑭᔭᓂᑭᐁᐧᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ
ᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ
ᑭᔑᐅᓀᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᑫᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᐅᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃᑲᓂᐊᐧ.
ᐊᓂᒪᑕᑭᓱᓂᐨ ᓴᑭᐸᑲᐃᐧᐱᓯᒧᐣ
ᐃᔑᐱᐦᐅᐊᐧᐠ ᒋᐱᑲᐧᔭᑯᒥᑕᐧ.

NOTICE TO TOBACCO
RETAILERS
from Independent Reviewers
of the Cigarette
Allocation System
On April 17th, the Government of Ontario
launched an independent review of the
First Nation Cigarette Allocation System
(sometimes called the ‘cigarette quota’). A
website has been created where interested
parties, such as retailers, First Nation
communities, and industry representatives
are invited to communicate their views.
How well is the currest system working?
What changes should be made? We welcome
hearing from you. For more information
regarding the Review or to share you
perspective, please visit the website at
www.allocationreview.ca
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ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ 1974 ᐁᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑭᐧᐁᑎᓄᐠ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑕᐃᑦᔑᑫᐧᐃᓇᐣ. ᑕᓱᓂᔓᐱᒥᑯᓇᑲ ᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌ ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐧᐃ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐧᐃᐣ ᐅᓇᔓᐧᐁᐧᐃ ᑲᓇᐧᐊᐸᒋᑫᐧᐃᓂᐠ ᒋᐃᔑ
ᐸᐸᒥᓯᒪᑲᐠ ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᑫᐧᐃᓇᐣ.

Commentary

A generation
gone
Lenny Carpenter
Special to Wawatay News

T

here was an odd feeling
when I arrived in
Moosonee this spring for
the goose hunt.
I felt like there was
something I had to do, but I
couldn’t sense what. Then I
remembered, and sadness came
over me.
Because for years after I
moved down south to cities like
Timmins or Thunder Bay, one
of the my first instincts was to
visit Granny.
To have her greet me by
planting her mouth on my
cheek and clucking her tongue
several times, the way she
always kissed her grandkids.
No, I could not expect that on
this visit. It’s coming up on a
year now since she left for the
spirit world.
She gave that same kiss for as
long as I can could remember,
from when my parents would
take my sisters and I to her
apartment on a Saturday
morning. She would greet us
and we’d all sit around for a
while. Like most families, our
grandparents’ homes was a
gathering place for extended
family and so it was not
uncommon for my uncles and
cousins to be there as well.
Noon would come and
the adults would uncap their
dabbers to play radio bingo,
leaving us kids to our own
devices to play in the building’s
hallways or outside. Then the
parents would corral us back
into the apartment and we’d
all sit and listen and laugh for
a while until it was time to go
home.
With that came another kiss.
My mooshoom kissed us too
though it was more of a peck.
One time he was unshaven
and his whiskers itched my
cheek and I immediately
scratched. Those who saw
laughed, especially Granny.
The next Saturday it was time
to leave again. “Go say bye to
mooshoom,” my mom said and
it got quiet as I approached as
everyone watched. Although it
did not itch as much as the first
time, I reached up to scratch
again. Laughter. As usual,
Granny laughed the loudest.
Granny would look after us at
times and when she cooked, she
cooked a lot. I was a scrawny
child and so she’d try to get as
much food as she could into
me. “Meechisoo, meechisoo,”
she’d say. “Eat, eat.” She was
probably happy to see when I
finally put on weight, even if
not in the right places.
She’d become annoyed if the
toast was too dark or the bacon
was not cooked to my liking.
“Ever fussy,” she’d say as she
scraped the toast.
We moved away when I
was 14 and from thereon I
developed the routine to visit
her once I got off the train or
unpacked at my dad’s.
It’s an unfortunate and
sad reality that it was only

after Granny became my last
grandparent that I realized
she was my remaining link to
my family’s past. My maternal
mooshoom, Xavier, passed
when I was very young. My
kookoom, Sandra, passed
when I was a teenager, and my
mooshoom, Alfred, gave his last
breath when I was 21.
While I have fond memories
of each of them, I missed on
the opportunity to ask them
about their childhoods and
what life was like for them
living along James Bay before
there were skidoos and boat
motors, let alone running water
and electricity. The stories and
memories they must have had.
So with each visit, I ensured
I spent time at Granny’s to ask
her about her life.
Over time I learned she
had grown up in Fort Albany
and moved to Moosonee as
a teenager with her family
because one of her sisters
was very ill and needed to be
cared for at the hospital. She
told me the struggles of living
through the Great Depression
and a World War, and later
meeting my mooshoom, one of
the “Attawapiskat boys” who
worked on the nearby railway.
They had eight children
together, my dad being the
fourth.
She asked about my life, of
course, and inquired about my
sisters and little brother. I’d tell
her about going to high school
in Timmins, then college in
Ottawa and again in Thunder
Bay where I studied film before
I returned to journalism.
During what would be
my last visit with her, I told
her about a recent trip to Los
Angeles.
She chuckled before saying,
“World traveller.” I learned then
that save for a trip to a U.S.
border town, she had never left
the province.
She passed seven weeks later.
I’ve learned that death is the
most honest yet way of telling
you time has passed. I’m 31
now. My siblings have their
own kids. My parents are the
mooshoom and kookoom now.
I’m still trying to come
to grips with the fact that
I no longer have any living
grandparents — that a
generation of my family is no
longer with us.
I hope we can live up to what
they hoped for us. To instill
that goodness and love toward
a better future for the next
generation as they did for their
own kids and grandchildren.
We love and miss you
Granny, as we always have.
Going back to Moosonee will
never be the same.
(Note: I’d like to
acknowledge Darren Blueboy
of Moosonee for ferrying
family members to and from
Moose Factory so that may we
spend time with Granny in her
final days. Our family greatly
appreciates your compassion
and kindness.)

Photo by: Rick Garrick

A group of Ontario Native Women’s Association staff members get outside for some exercise during the Mocc Walk 2015 challenge,
which runs from May 1-June 30.
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Racism won’t factor in during Oshki secures provincial funding
the inquest of several deaths in
Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick

Special to Wawatay News

Stephanie Wesley
Special to Wawatay News

Racism and the quality of
police investigation will not
be included in the scope of
the inquest into the deaths of
seven First Nations students
who were attending school in
Thunder Bay, according to a
ruling released by the inquest’s
coroner.
The inquest is looking
into the deaths of seven First
Nations youth who were
attending school in Thunder
Bay. The youths involved in the
inquest are Jethro Anderson,
15, Curran Strang, 18, Paul
Panacheese, 21, Robyn Harper,
18, Reggie Bushie, 15, Kyle
Morriseau, 17, and Jordan
Wabasse, 15. The inquest was
first called in 2012.
In April, Nishnawbe Aski
Nation, who has standing at
the inquest, went to court to
argue for the broadening of the
scope of the inquest into the
deaths of First Nations students
to include substantive issues
such as the quality of the police
investigation into the deaths,
and the impact of racism in
Thunder Bay. The presiding
Coroner of the inquest is Dr.
David Eden.
NAN Deputy Grand Chief
Alvin Fiddler stated that it was
important that the inquest
include a close examination of
how the Thunder Bay Police
handled each of the cases of the
student’s deaths, from the early
stage of issuing missing person
notices, to the steps taken to
locate them, through to how

the investigations concluded.
Fiddler said that he was
mindful of the nationally
publicized failures by the
authorities
to
properly
investigate
missing
and
murdered Indigenous women
and girls in Canada, and that
there was a need to examine
the investigations of the deaths
to see if there was a parallel in
the city of Thunder Bay.
NAN stated that the scope of
the inquest was “overly narrow”
and failed to include the issues
of importance to NAN and the
families of the lost youth.
On May 7, Dr. David Eden
ruled that the inquest scope
would not be broadened to
include racism or the quality
of police investigation. Eden
released his reasons for not
broadening the scope of the
inquest in a 30-page report.
He stated that discrimination,
including but not limited to
discrimination on the basis
of race, was already within
the scope of the inquest, and
that the quality of the police
investigation was already
included in the original scope
inquest to a degree.
“This
goes
beyond
discrimination,” Fiddler said.
“We need to look closely at
how racism affects the daily
life of the students who come
here for school, and how racist
views are woven throughout
the education system. To leave
out this important topic would
seriously limit what the jury
would learn about the current
reality our students face.”
Fiddler stated that NAN was

disappointed after the May 7
ruling.
“The concerns of the families
have been communicated to
the office of the Chief Coroner,
and Dr. Eden in particular, on
repeated occasions over the
last several years,” Fiddler said.
“NAN is deeply disappointed
that the voices of the families
and communities leadership
have yet again gone unheard by
the coroners system.”
Irwin Elman, Provincial
Advocate for Children and
Youth, said that he is also
disappointed with the ruling.
“In reviewing the ruling,
I am most disappointed that
the Coroner determined that
he will not receive evidence of
racism and its effects on the
mental health and well-being
of these children who were
living away from their families
and remote communities so
they can receive a high school
education,” Elman said.
Elman said that other
organizations and the families
of the seven youth who died
have highlighted the effects
that racism played on social
isolation and the high-risk
behaviours of the youth and
other First Nations youth.
“As a voice for children and
youth in Ontario, my Office
knows that the language of
racism is real to First Nations
young people,” Elman stated.
The inquest is currently
planned to start in the fall of
2015, and is expected to last six
months.

Oshki-Pimache-O-Win
is
looking forward to a brighter
future after the provincial
government recently budgeted
$5 million in new funding for
Aboriginal education.
“I hear the premier has a very
strong interest in Aboriginal
people,” says Rosie Mosquito,
executive director of the OshkiPimache-O-Win Education and
Training Institute. “She left me
a message the day after the
budget. She said she looked
forward to working with the
Aboriginal institutes.”
The provincial government
announced the additional
$5 million in funding for the
Postsecondary Education Fund
for Aboriginal Learners in the
April 23 budget. The funding is
designed to ensure high quality
postsecondary education and
training remains accessible to
Aboriginal youth.
“We were part of the
(budget) lockup, and Bob Rae
told us that is good news,”
Mosquito says. “If you’re part
of the lockup, that means there
is something in the budget for
you. We were very pleased
to find out that we received
$5 million of new funding for
postsecondary education.”
Mosquito says $4 million
of the $5 million was in
direct response to a position
paper developed by Rae for
the six Aboriginal institutes
in the Aboriginal Institutes’
Consortium (AIC).
“In it we talk about who we
are because what we found was
the people who make decisions
in government didn’t know
who we were,” Mosquito says.
“Many who knew of us saw us
as transition centres and didn’t

realize the full scope of the
work we do, that we graduate
postsecondary students.”
Mosquito says the six
institutes hired Rae, a former
Ontario premier, to develop the
position paper last summer.
“He is familiar with Queen’s
Park, with the decision making
processes and the ministers that
matter,” Mosquito says. “Not
only did he develop the position
paper, but he gave us strategic
advice.”
Mosquito says Rae also
advised the AIC about who
they should meet with in
government.

“I hear the premier
has a very strong
interest in Aboriginal
education...She left me
a message the other
day after the budget.
She said she looked
forward to working
with the Aboriginal
insuitutes...”
– Rosie Mosquito, ED Oshki

“Once we finalized our
position paper, we distributed
it to all the cabinet ministers
in Ontario,” Mosquito says. “In
that position paper, we asked
for a policy for Aboriginal
institutes. And the minister
of Training, Colleges and
Universities agreed to that in
December.”
Mosquito says the AIC also
asked for operational funding.
“We are finding it harder and

harder each year to keep our
doors open without operational
and core funding,” Mosquito
says. “So we submitted a
$7 million proposal and we
lobbied for that proposal with
those key ministries.”
Mosquito says Oshki’s share
of the $4 million in funding
will help pay for rent and other
expenses. Oshki has been using
the 10 per cent administrative
expense portion of the
funding it receives to provide
postsecondary programs to
keep its doors open.
“We have struggled to keep
our lights on without core
funding,” Mosquito says. “We
will be able to use some of (our
share of the $4 million) for
operational core funding.”
Mosquito expects to find out
in June how much Oshki will
receive out of the $4 million.
“They did tell us is that it will
take them time to revise their
guidelines,” Mosquito says. “It
will take more than a month.
That is what they told us at the
beginning of May.”
Oshki currently provides
three diploma programs
— Aboriginal Finance and
Economic Planning, Social
Service
Worker
Native
Specialization and Aboriginal
Early Childhood Education;
three certificate programs —
Personal Support Worker, PreHealth Sciences and Business
Fundamentals;
and
one
community-based program —
Basic Radiological Technician.
Oshki was originally founded
in 1996 to increase access to
and success in accredited postsecondary education for people
across Nishnawbe Aski Nation,
as well as other learners.
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photos by: Stephanie Wesley

Youth from 50 remote communities attended the Feathers of Hope youth conference on May 19 in Thunder
Bay.

Feathers of Hope amplifies
youth voices
Stephanie Wesley
Special to Wawatay News

Approximately 100 First
Nations youth from Ontario
added their voices in calling
for changes to the province’s
child welfare system during
a weeklong forum held in
Thunder Bay that started on
May 19.
Feathers of Hope (FOH), a
youth-lead initiative supported
by the Provincial Advocate
for Children and Youth, held
the forum, which was created
to address the crisis facing
the child welfare system and
include the voices of First
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Nations youth across Ontario.
The Feathers of Hope:
Child
Welfare
Youth
Forum was created out of
recommendations from youth
from previous FOH forums.
Savanna Boucher, a Youth
Amplifier with FOH, said that
during the first forum there was
a lot of talk about child welfare
issues in the communities, and
with the history of First Nations
kids being taken away from
their families as they were in
the residential school system
and the “Sixties Scoop,” the
youth felt in their hearts that
child welfare should be tackled
first.
The youth attendees (ages
12-27) came from 50 remote
and fly-in communities from
across northern Ontario. The
forum itself drew a crosssection of representatives from
all three-levels of government;
First Nations leadership;
children’s aid societies, and
others.
Boucher said that the forum
went really well, but that the
only thing different this time
from previous forums was that
it was “very emotional.”
“It did go into really deep
topics about child welfare,”
Boucher said. “I believe that at
least 50 per cent of the youth
were in care, but I don’t think
it stopped the others knowing
that they were touched in some
way by the welfare system. The
system touched the hearts of
everyone.”
In a statement from the
Office of the Provincial
Advocate for Children and
Youth, it reads that recent
media stories have highlighted
the challenges facing Ontario
(and other provinces) in
providing safe, equitable
and supportive care to
children and youth under the
protection of the government.
Despite representing less
than 3 per cent of Canada’s
total child population, First
Nations children make up
approximately 15 per cent of all
children in care.
In some provinces, First
Nations children represent
as many as 65 per cent of
all children in care. Further,
experts believe that there are
currently more children in care
than at the height of the Indian
residential school system.
Irwin Elman, Provincial
Advocate for Children and
Youth, said that the most
important decision that a
government can make is
whether or not to remove a
child from their guardians.
“Such a decision should not
be treated lightly,” Elman said.
“We need to hear the wisdom of
First Nations youth gained from
their lived experiences with the
child welfare system and their
ideas. Only then can we make
the necessary changes that
will end the current cycle of
hopelessness and despair facing
these young people and their

communities.”
Boucher said that under the
United Nation’s Convention on
the Rights of the Child, every
First Nations child is entitled to
the same level of rights afforded
to non-First Nations children.
“Yet we continue to hear
stories about so many First
nations children who have left
traumatic experiences only to
find themselves struggling
while in care,” Boucher said.
“Through Feathers of Hope,
we are raising our voices in
this important discussion and
delivering a strong message to
decision-makers that we must
work together in search of real
solutions.”
The youth at this year’s
forum took part in various
workshops,
including
workshops based on topics
like culture and identity,
community services for child
welfare, and knowledge and
understanding of the child
welfare system.
At the end of the forum, the
youth were able to share their
stories and recommendations
with a listening table comprised
of decision makers.
“The listening table was
really powerful,” Boucher
said. “It was really emotional,
everyone had tears in their eyes
because the stories were real.
The youth had to go up there,
had to face the issue.”
Boucher said that the youth
had to tell the listening-table
what it was like to be in their
position, and how it felt to
be taken away from their
community and home.
“These were their real life
experiences. For sure, the
listening table was powerful
and emotional,” she said.
Boucher said a main
recommendation made by
the youth during the listening
table session was family-child
welfare.
“Focus on the child isn’t
the issue,” she said. “It’s the
housing, the parents. There
are other issues that need to be
dealt with, and taking away the
child hasn’t helped. One of the
recommendations was that they
believe to get through this; they
need their whole family to heal.
I believe that one, because we
do just take the children out of
the homes. It’s the children who
are suffering.”
Boucher said that child
welfare is a really important
issue, and that she is glad that
the Office of the Provincial
Advocate was able to help give
100 youth the opportunity
to speak out and voice their
opinions on child welfare.
The FOH Youth Amplifiers
will be writing another report
based on the forum, which will
be from a youth’s perspective.
Forum attendees will be
involved in the creation of this
report to ensure that it is the
true voice of the youth. The
report will be released in the
near future.
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NAN seeks closer working
relationship with Auditor
General
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Report a ‘scathing example’ of how the
perception in Ottawa is far from the
reality: Fiddler

Rachael received the Arthur Rhodes
Scholarship for Outstanding Graduates of
the Program of Legal Studies for Native
People. While at Robson Hall Law School
she was the recipient of the Osgoode Soci-

Stephanie Wesley
Special to Wawatay News

In April, Nishnawbe Aski
Nation (NAN) Deputy Grand
Chief Alvin Fiddler said that a
report released by the Auditor
General on health care in
First Nations communities is
a “scathing example” of how
the perception in Ottawa is
far from the reality of what is
happening at the community
level when it comes to access
to and delivery of health care
services in remote First Nations
communities.
The
Auditor
General
conducted an independent
examination
of
selected
health services and benefits
to First Nations in Ontario
and Manitoba to determine
the accessibility of federal
health services in remote
communities.
During this
examination, officials visited
three NAN communities (Deer
Lake, Mishkeegogamang, and
North Caribou Lake) to gain a
community perspective on the
delivery of clinical and clientcare services.
As part of its Spring 2015
Reports, the Office of the
Auditor General released the
report on Access to Health
Care for Remote First Nation
Communities on April 28. It
was concluded in the report
that Health Canada did not
take into account community
health needs when allocating
support to remote First
Nations. The Auditor General
also determined that Health
Canada had not implemented
its objective of ensuring that
First Nations individuals living
in remote communities have
comparable access to clinical
and client-care services as
other residents living in similar
geographic locations.
According to the Auditor
General’s report, Health
Canada did not ensure
that nurses had completed
mandatory training courses;
had not put in place supporting
mechanics for nurses who
performed some activities
beyond their legislated scope of
practice; could not demonstrate
whether it had addressed
nursing station deficiencies
related to health and safety
requirements or building codes;
had not assessed the capacity
of nursing stations to provide
essential health services; did
not sufficiently document
the administration of medical
transportation
benefits;
did not take into account
community health needs
when allocating support; did
not compare access to health
services in remote First Nations
communities to access in other
remote communities; lacked
sufficient documentation to
demonstrate that medical
transportation benefits were
administered in accordance
with selected principles of the
2005 Medical Transportation
Policy Framework; and reports
that while the life expectancy
of the First Nations population
increased between 1980-2010,
it was about eight years shorter
than other Canadians.
Fiddler said that the report

from the Auditor General
shows how First Nations living
in remote communities are
“severely marginalized” when
it comes to the access of and
delivery of health care services.
“This report documents the
continued failure by Health
Canada to address the health
care needs of First Nations
communities, which has
resulted in the health of the
First Nations people being
considerably poorer than that
of the rest of the Canadian
population,” Fiddler said.
The majority of NAN’s
49 First Nations are remote
communities accessible only
by air. There are no resident
physicians in the remote
communities. Access to care
ranges from a nursing station
staffed by nurse practitioners
in larger communities to a
single community health care
representative who cannot
perform clinical work in the
smaller communities.
Community leaders have
identified
several
major
bureaucratic obstacles in the
“Patient Pathway” that sick and
injured people have to navigate
in order to receive care in
remote communities.
An example of these
obstacles, documented in a
NAN press release, is that any
patient experiencing heart
attack symptoms may have
to wait up to 24 hours for
diagnosis. Once a diagnosis
is made, a request for a
medical evacuation must be
processed for authorization
for transportation to a health
center in a major urban center.
Medivac flights are frequently
cancelled due to poor weather,
so transportation can be
delayed indefinitely leaving the
patient stranded without access
to any care. This delayed access
often has tragic consequences.
NAN states that there are
no 911 services in remote
First Nations, and that the
barriers faced in the delivery
of health care causes undue
suffering and countless losses
due to a lack of early diagnosis
procedures and equipment,
local emergency response and
Medivac issues, jurisdictional
ambiguity, insufficient funding
of community-based programs,
and a chronic shortage of
intervention and communitybased detoxification, treatment,
and aftercare programs.
In 2014, two four-year olds
from NAN First Nations passed
away from issues relating to
strep throat, a relatively minor
ailment that any child in an
urban area could have treated
with a trip to a doctor’s office or
emergency room. Neither child
had received adequate medical
attention in time.
“The deaths of these children
are a shocking indictment of
a broken health care system
that this government does not
appear willing to fix,” Fiddler
said. “It is unacceptable that
our youth continue to due
in our communities for lack
of basic health care, and it is
unacceptable that inequitable
services and second-class
citizenship of First Nations
living on-reserve has become

normalized.”
Upon the report’s release,
Assembly of First Nations
National Chief Perry Bellegarde
said that the findings in the
report confirm what First
Nations have been saying for
years.
“The findings of this report
confirm what we have been
saying for a number of years –
health care services provided
to First Nations people is totally
inadequate,” said Bellegarde.
“Too many of our people are
dealing with under-funded and
inadequate health services.
We need to work now to start
closing the gap in the quality
of life between First Nations
and other Canadians. This is
about the health and safety of
our children and families. The
recommendations in today’s
report set out some practical
steps for Health Canada and
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development, and they must
work with First Nations to
improve access to health care.”
NAN looks to the federal
government to work with
First nations on a course
of action to implement the
recommendations in the
Auditor General’s report.

ety Legal History Book Prize for a Law
ZĂĐŚĂĞůD͘WĂƋƵĞƩĞ͕͕͘͘:͘͘ student who merits special recognition

for work in Legal History.
Rachael participated in the Canada-wide 2014 Kawaskimohn Aboriginal Moot at the University of Toronto negotiating an Impact and Beneęt Agreement between First Nations, mining ventures and Province.
Rachael has a Political Science degree from Lakehead University and
pursued additional studies in science at the Baccalaureate level. Robson Hall Faculty of Law (University of Manitoba) conferred her ȱ
ȱon June 5, 2014. Rachael was a summer student at Cheadles LLP in
ŘŖŗřȱȱ ȱȱȱȱ ȱȱęȱȱ ǯȱ ȱȱȱ
the Ontario Bar will be complete at the London Ontario convocation
June 18, 2015.

She was born in Northwestern Ontario, is bilingual in Northern Ojibway and English and has strong family ties to Sioux Lookout area
First Nations. She continues to call Sioux Lookout home, but is delighted to return to Thunder Bay.

ZZZFKHDGOHVFRP__3DTXHWWH#FKHDGOHVFRP
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Q & A: journalism trainers arrive in the north, ready for
challenges facing Indigenous stories in the media
Canada. I think that the first
step to developing a positive
relationship is by building one
from the ground up. Get to
know communities intimately,
not just through media
and stereotypes. I think the
Indigenous Reporters Program
will be a great medium to fulfill
that goal.
My
name
is
Ophira
Horwitz and I am a long-time
community media creator. I
have volunteered and worked
at CHUO 89.1 FM and CKCU
93.1 FM in Ottawa, hosted a
science show, built a pirate
radio station, and coordinated
the National Campus and
Community Radio Association’s
news show GroundWire.
Why did you join the
Indigenous Reporters Program
as a journalism trainer?
I’m eager to share my
knowledge and enthusiasm
for
media,
specifically
community radio, just as
much as I look forward to
immersing myself in Indigenous
culture and learning from the
community. I believe that the
key to strong journalism is
building relationships with the
communities you work with
and live in, and empowering
people from those communities
to report on their own stories.
My own experiences visiting
the Odawa Friendship Centre
in Ottawa and working with
Indigenous journalists on
GroundWire has taught me
how little I know about a
culture that is fundamental to

Which community are you
working in for the next 8
months?
Sandy Lake First Nation
What are you hoping to
achieve in the community?
I’m hoping to empower
community members and help
them engage with and work
at the radio station. I hope I
can help inspire someone to
continue their education and
become a journalist. I would
like to get people talking about
issues inside and outside the
community that maybe they
were not discussing before,
give them tools to make some
extra money in a community
where jobs are not plentiful and
to share the elders’ stories and
make sure that they are passed
on to the youth.

was a natural fit.
What have you learned so
far about life in a northern
fly-in community?
I have learned what it is like
to face water quality issues
and high food prices, which
the community lives with in
a regular basis. However, I
learned that the members of
the community do not like to
be defined by what they do
not have, but by what they do
have. What they do have is a
rich culture and a connection
to the natural world around
them, they have shared their
knowledge with me by teaching
me how to fish, skin a beaver,
and smoke a goose in a teepee. I
was surprised and impressed by
the response to crisis, whether
for their people or another
reserve. For example, last week,
the community responded to
the death of Teresa Robinson in
Garden Lake by raising money
and sending people to visit the
community to support Teresa’s
family. There is also a thriving
micro economy within the
community, and homemade
pizza and cheesecake delivered
to my door are just a Facebook
message away. Oh, and
everybody loves bingo.

Which community are you
working in for the next 8
months?

My name is Brandon
MacLeod; I come from
Northern Alberta, where I grew
up in a family that spent a lot
of our time outdoors, camping,
fishing, hiking and biking.
Both my grandmas and my
mom were all green thumbs
in the garden and I am now
carrying on the tradition
wherever I find myself living.
I graduated from Concordia
University of Edmonton, where
I majored in history and wrote
for the student newspaper, The
Blue and White.
In the years following, I
worked as a reporter and
photographer, and eventually,
after working under some
great journalists, became
the Editor of the Bonnyville
Nouvelle. There, I managed
the newsroom, but more
importantly, mentored new
reporters coming into the world
of journalism.
Why did you join the
Indigenous Reporters Program
as a journalism trainer?
My love of writing and
learning blends well with
my passion for teaching, and
becoming a trainer with the
Indigenous Reporters Program

Living
in
Peawanuck
(Weenusk First Nation) has
been an amazing experience
so far, with so many parallels
to Northern Alberta, but so
drastically different at the
same time. It is one of the most
remote, but also tight-knit and
welcoming communities in
Northern Ontario, set on the
edge of Polar Bear Provincial
Park, along the mighty Winisk
River, just 32 kilometres from
the coast of Hudson Bay.
Traditional ways of living, by
hunting, fishing, and trapping,
are met with more modern
means of communication and
transportation.
What are you hoping to
achieve in the community?
Coming to the community in
late April, my head was filled
with deliverables and goals to
meet and ideas to teach. Finally
arriving here – after flying in
from Timmins, getting all the
way to Attiwapiskat, being
sent back to Timmins for two
days because of a blizzard in
Peawanuck, then eventually
landing in the community on
April 22 – it became clear that
the mentorship side of the
program was going to be vital
for any teaching to honestly
succeed. I will continue to work
closely with anyone interested
in learning new skills, such
as writing, interviewing,

photography,
and
radio
broadcasting. Journalism is
a trade and learned skills are
needed just as much as being
mentored by an experienced
journalist. I hope to be that
teacher of skills and mentor of
aspiring journalists during my
time here.
What have you learned so
far about life in a northern
fly-in community?
Teasing, joking and having a
sense of humour are essential
to life up here. There is a joke
among the trainees, and many
other great people I have met
so far, that I am learning more
than I am teaching. In many
ways that is true, because
the people themselves are so
generous in their own teaching.
Reciprocity and patience go
a long way. And in time, the
aspiring journalists and writers
here will be telling their own
stories and the stories of their
community, with the passion
they already have and the skills
they continue to gain, day by
day. And those stories will then
be their gifts to the world.
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Mishkeegogaming walkers raise awareness for MMIW

Above: A group of men join the walkers just outside of Sioux Lookout along Hwy 72. Photo by Kaitlyn
Bluecoat
Top and bottom left: The Mishkeegogaming walkers arrive at their destination in Thunder Bay. Photos by
Stephanie Wesley
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10-year-old gets first two
geese of the season
Pam Chookomoolin
Special to Wawatay News

After another northern
winter, the signs of spring are
a welcoming sight. The days
are longer and the weather is
warmer. Seeing the snow birds
arriving is a heads up that the
geese and the annual spring
harvest is near. Logan, my
10-year-old son, is planning to
kill 10 geese this year. He killed
his first goose last season when
he was nine. We usually hunt
out in the muskeg, a 25-minute
Ski-doo ride west of Peawanuck
- a small community of just 200
people, located 32 kilometres
inland from the west coast of
Hudson Bay, along the Winisk
River.
Logan looks forward to the
bumpy ride out to the blind.
Once a well packed trail in
the winter, the warm spring
weather melts everything.
The creeks fill up with water
and the muskeg becomes a
massive lake. A smooth ride
is now a bumpy, back-cracking
experience. While Logan and I
are in the sled bouncing along
with our gear, my partner
Johnny Gull is navigating the
easiest way possible. Johnny
avoids the spots where we
might get stuck in the slush
and speeds up when we have to
cross a watery spot. The water
will come splashing up over
the sled and occasionally into
Logan’s face.
Once we reach our blind we
unload our sled and set up our
arsenal. Logan is still using
his 410 pump-action shotgun.
He can fire up to three shots if
needed. He knows about gun

safety and when to shoot. And
because his barrel is shorter,
he is aware of the bullet spread
and not to shoot in anyone’s
shooting range to avoid an
accident.
Not long after we arrive, we
hear two geese honking. The
three of us get down and wait
for the geese to fly over the
blind. We remind Logan to be
careful and wait for them to
close in. The geese are in sight,
flying lower to land near our
decoys. They fly on the right
side of the blind where Logan
sits. He takes aim for the one
on the right, as Johnny takes
the one on the left. Logan
pulls the trigger and makes no
mistake and Johnny follows suit
knocking the second one down.
It is quite the feeling killing the
first goose of the season.
We put our gun safeties on
and make sure they are not
loaded. Logan leaves the blind
to retrieve the geese. His first
hit is on the wing so the goose is
still alive. He needs to put it out
of its misery. As Logan puts his
knee on the back of the goose
and holds it by the wings he
calls his dad over to help finish
the job. Later he explained,
“My leg was so shaky that I
couldn’t do it so I asked my dad
to help”.
I asked him how he felt
killing his first goose and he
replied, “I was excited and
nervous. I thought it was
gonna fly away cause I thought
I was going to miss”.
After the excitement was
over Logan started to cover up
the blood spots with snow so
the geese wouldn’t get spooked
by them. He had to work fast

since we could hear another
goose. Back in the blind we
heard the loner coming and
at the same time we heard a
snowmobile travelling towards
us. We sat crouched over and
hoped the goose would arrive
before our visitor. Just as
the goose landed our visitor
stopped his machine by the
trees and watched Logan
take his shot. Another wing
shot brought the goose to the
ground and waddling off to find
a place to hide. Logan ran off to
catch it. The snowmobile came
back to life and drove towards
the wounded goose. It’s cousin
Gilbert. They both reach the
goose at the same time and
Logan tries to make the goose
stop by throwing his apple at it.
The apple misses and bounces
off a tree, but Logan manages
to grab the goose by the neck.
The goose takes a nip at Logan
and gets a piece of his hood
but logan pulls it back, finishes
it off and brings it back to the
blind.
After a few hours we call
it a day. I asked Logan why
he thinks it’s important to go
hunting? Logan replied, “So
we can get wild food and get
stronger”. He says he knows
store bought food is not always
as healthy and that there can
be other things added, like
preservatives, to make the food
last longer. Logan explains,
“The food that the chicken eats
is what we eat too”.
After packing up our hunting
gear we are off once again to
ride the bumpy, wet trail back
home.

Submitted photos

Top: Logan Chookomoolin holding his 410 pump shotgun and his two first geese of the season.
Above: A man-made tree bridge created to cross the creek on the way to the blind.

Congratulations 2015 Graduates!
Mitchell Fiddler, Sandy Lake First Nation
Mary Ballantyne, Sandy Lake First Nation
Jolene Anishinabie, Sandy Lake First Nation
Monika Wassaykeesic, Poplar Hill First Nation
Kaiyah Duncan, Muskrat Dam First Nation
Gerald Winter, Kingfisher Lake First Nation
Kurri Mekanak, Kingfisher Lake First Nation

Chelsea Kakepetum, Keewaywin First Nation
Jessie Anishinabie, Keewaywin First Nation
Cassidy Anderson, Kasabonika First Nation
Bertina Rae, Deer Lake First Nation
Taylor Meekis, Deer Lake First Nation
Drew Meekis, Deer Lake First Nation
Antonia Meekis, Deer Lake First Nation

Brittney Kakekaspan, Fort Severn First Nation
Jacob Bluecoat, Fort Severn First Nation
Brittany Sainnawap, Big Trout Lake First Nation
Samson Fiddler, Bearskin Lake First Nation
Shyanne Tait, Sachigo Lake First Nation
Destiny Tait, Sachigo Lake First Nation

In Memory of Daniel Levac, Sachigo Lake First Nation
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Kunuwanimano: Keeping
Our Own
Wawatay News
On May 1 at Wahgoshig First
Nation (WFN), Kunuwanimano
Child and Family Services
(KCFS) received designation
as a Children’s Aid Society
pursuant to section 15(2) of
the Child and Family Services
Act. The designation will
allow KCFS to offer services
that honour and support the
inherent authority of member
First Nations to provide care for
their children based on unity,
traditions, values, beliefs and
customs.
Their mission is to work
collaboratively with First
Nations citizens to ensure
the safety and well being
of children by securing and
strengthening;
supporting
and encouraging the healthy

development of families.
They are also committed to
be respectful and sensitive to
children’s needs.
Kunuwanimano,
which
means, “Keeping our Own,”
will provide services in a
manner that is holistically and
bi-culturally appropriate for
First Nations. KCFS received
formal approval from the
Honourable Tracy MacCharles,
Minister of Children and Youth
Services, following the last
stage of the transitional review
in March 2015.
KCFS is committed to
supporting
community
partners in this transition to
a community-based service
model. KCFS has finalized
child welfare protocols with the
police, school boards, hospitals,
violence
against
women

agencies and other programs
that formalize reporting and
collaborative relationships.
The event hosted by WFN
and Chief Dave Babin was
attended
by
community
citizens,
leaders
and
government
delegates.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation Grand
Chief Harvey Yesno affirmed
the significance of the event
with a strong speech.
“We need to rebuild our
families and our communities,
build strong homes. Our goal
is to have jurisdiction over our
children,” Yesno said.
As of May 1, KCFS will
provide child welfare services to
Aboriginals within the Districts
of Temiskaming, Sudbury,
Cochrane and Algoma.

Submitted Photo

At Wahgoshig First Nation (WFN), Kunuwanimano Child and Family Services (KCFS) received designation
as a Children’s Aid Society on May 1.

WRN broadcaster, Jules Spence, interviews Wab Kinew at the TRC’s final event in Ottawa.

Reconciliation is just beginning
Wawatay News
The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) held its
last event May 31 – June 4 in
Ottawa, and on June 2, Justice
Murray Sinclair delivered the
Final Report of the TRC.
The
out
come
was
undeniable and begs the
following question.
What
families and communities
were not severely affected by
the Indian Residential School
(IRS) legacy? Many have had
to grow out a certain amount
of imposed dysfunctions
and certain negative learnt
behaviors. What started out as
concept for Indian Residential
Schools in 1847 with Egerton
Ryerson, who recommended
domestic
education
and
religious instruction for the
Indian population, somehow
turned into pain and suffering.
“The highlight for me was
the Commission having the
courage to come out and say
that the Residential Schools
were cultural genocide,” Wab
Kinew said. “That really stood
out to me a lot.”
It’s as if generations have
been living with Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder from the
constant healing of constant
traumatization.
These are

symptoms of dysfunctions
passed down from generation
to generation.
Any Survivor would say that
the practice of going through
the application process, the
apology and the findings of this
truth commission have been
re-traumatizing. So, from 1847
when this ill-fated concept was
created to now is 175 years,
exactly seven generations. It
is fit timing for the release
of, Honoring the Truth,
Reconciling the Future.
The Final Report of
the TRC clearly lays out
needed
recommendations
stating that things have to
drastically change and its
recommendations touch on
every aspect of life. Some of
the key calls for action address
child welfare, education,
language and culture, health,
and justice.
Child welfare looks to reduce
the amount of First Nation,
Inuit and Metis children in
care. Education calls for an
end to inequality of funding
and closing the gap received
by
the
non-Aboriginals.
Language and culture is asking
that Aboriginal Rights include
language and work to preserve
the diverse languages across
Canada. Health also looks

to close the gap of health
outcomes between Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people.
The call for action about justice
recommends law schools
include IRS history in their
curriculum and to ensure
lawyers have competency
training about Residential
School legacy.
We should all applaud the
work of the commissioners
of the TRC for their diligent
and untiring work.
The
recommendations seem like a
wish list towards respect and
a means to make life more
tolerable for people in their
homelands.
But reconciliation doesn’t
just end with the TRC. It is just
beginning. This generation,
the seventh generation of
all people in Canada, must
have a complete buy in for
reconciliation to work. The
country, the people, the culture
needs this to work so we can all
finally move on into the future.
AFN National Chief Perry
Bellegarde said, “I have to
be hopeful and optimistic
that the reconciliation really
had to begin and we have to
push governments to act and
continue to reach out to all
Canadians.”

Congratulations!
To the Graduating Classes of

Pelican Falls First Nations High School &
Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School

2014-2015

Success is working hard, living right, dreaming big, and being the best we can be.
Wishing you every success in all your future endeavours.
From the staff and...
From the Board of Directors of
Northern Nishnawbe Education Council

Chief Chris Kakegamic, Board Chairperson,
Sadie Maxwell, Board Vice Chairperson
Jenosa Sainnawap, Board Secretary Treasurer
Derek Maud, Board member
Ida Muckuck, Board member

Sam Mamakwa, Board member
Apin Kakegamic, Board member
Elder Tommy Fiddler, Bearskin Lake First Nation
Elder Damin Crowe, Sandy Lake First Nation
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NAN hosts Commonalities meeting to address student safety
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Deputy Grand Chief Goyce
Kakegamic
was
pleased
with the May 21 turnout for
Nishnawbe Aski Nation’s
Commonalities meeting with
a range of organizations from
Thunder Bay. NAN initiated the
meet-ing to follow through on a
chiefs resolution to address the
health, well-being and safety of
NAN students in the city.
“The chiefs and our
communities up north are
getting concerned about the
safety of our students that do
come down for their secondary
school education in an urban
setting,” Kakegamic says. “So
we were thrilled that so many
people came when we called
our meeting to discuss our
commonalities.”
A wide variety of people
participated in the day long
meeting, including local

MPs Bruce Hyer and John
Rafferty; Thunder Bay Mayor
Keith Hobbs and a number
of city councillors; Lakehead
University,
Confederation
College, Lakehead Public
School
and
Northern
Nishnawbe Education Council
representatives; Thunder Bay
Police, Ontario Provincial Police
and Nishnawbe Aski Police
officers; and officials from
other groups.
“We thank the organizations
and everyone who came to
participate in this special
event for the well-being of our
students,” Kakegamic says.
“Thunder Bay does care and
they want our children to be
safe. I want to thank the Mayor
of Thunder Bay for being on the
planning committee to make
this event happen. It shows the
leadership in Thunder Bay is
concerned about the safety of
our people.”
Kakegamic says this was just

photo by: Rick Garrick

Deputy Grand Chief Goyce Kakegamic spoke about the safety
concerns many NAN community members have about sending their
secondary school students to study in Thunder Bay.
an initial meeting. He wants to
have further meetings in the
future.
“It is clear that we need to
have regular conversations
between the Aboriginal and
non-aboriginal communities in
the city and the region,” says

Joe Moses, chair of the Thunder
Bay Chamber of Commerce.
“We hear a lot about challenges
we face as community as a
whole — racism, children
coming from the north and the
cri-ses that we faced in the past.
The conversation is moving

towards jointly owning those
challenges and coming together
to create collaborative solutions
to ensure we are taking the
right steps forward together.”
Brian Davey, executive
director of Nishnawbe Aski
Development Fund, says there
is a willingness to work together
to find solutions.
“The city seems to be very
active, they are very well
represent-ed here,” Davey
says. “I see some federal
representation, but not enough.
I would have liked to see more
interest in working with this
issue. Provincial representation
was not that much at the table
as well, but overall I think it is
a start in the right direction
and I think eventually we will
come together and look for a
coordinated solution to some of
these issues.”
Regional Chief Stan Beardy
says it is important to find a
common vision to address the
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safety of First Nation students
in the city.
“During my travels people
say: ‘Stan, why do you try so
hard to build relations,’” Beardy
says. “The Elders always remind
me, when we made treaties,
we made them very simple. We
were talking about establishing
relationships. One of the main
principles … is that we agreed
to have peaceful coexistence.
That means we have to find a
way to get along in spite of all
the challenges.”
Lakehead University and
Confederation College provided
the lunch and dinner meals
while the City of Thunder
Bay provided the cof-fee
breaks. The Airlane Hotel and
Conference Centre provided the
venue while the Nuclear Waste
Management
Organization
provided about $2,500 for the
facilitators.
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Reconciliation dinner calls for a stronger effort from all Canadians
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Salvation
Army
Red
Shield Dinner speaker Shari
Russell called for a stronger
Reconciliation effort from all
Canadians during the April
29 fundraising dinner at the
Valhalla Inn in Thunder Bay.
“As Indigenous people
we’ve heard this word quite a
bit,” says Russell, a Salvation
Army captain and pastor who
is originally from Red Quill
First Nation in Saskatchewan.
“Reconciliation,
however,
begins with truth telling,
with truth sharing. I had the
privilege of going to the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission
in Edmonton, and I thought
it was sad because so many
Canadians thought it was just
for Indigenous people. But we
all need the truth because the
truth will set us free.”
Russell says Canadians need

photo by: Rick Garrick

A Sixteis Scoop survivor from Saskatchewan and Salvation Army
captain and pastor spoke about her experiences at the April 29
Salvation Army Red Shield Dinner in Thunder Bay.
to be reminded of the collective
history of the people who live
in Canada. Russell was one
of about 20,000 Aboriginal
children who were taken from
their families and fostered or
adopted out to primarily nonnative middle class families

in Canada, the United States
and Europe during the Sixties
Scoop.
“What is forgotten cannot be
healed,” Russell says. “And that
which cannot be healed easily
becomes the cause of greater
evil.”

Russell says people want
to forget the pains of the past
and live as though they did not
happen.
“Forgetting
the
past,
however, is like turning our
most intimate teacher against
us,” Russell says. “By refusing
to face our painful memory, we
miss the opportunity to change
our hearts and to grow mature
in repentance.”
Russell shared her story
about being taken away from
her family in the 1960s with the
dinner participants.
“When we share our stories,
it is a gift,” Russell says. “It
is a gift that is sometimes
filled with pain, sometimes
filled with a little bit of anger,
sometimes filled with moments
we would rather forget. When
we share our stories, when we
share that pain, healing comes.”
Russell says she was first
placed in a foster home, where
she did not cope well according

to a government document she
now has in her possession. She
was still under two years old at
the time.
“They even tried to use
tranquillizers on me,” Russell
says. “But they did not work.”
Russell was placed in another
foster home when she as three
or four years old.
“This foster home was not
very nurturing or caring in
the least,” Russell says. “I was
left often to fend for myself
and it was in this home where
I experienced abuse as well as
exploitation.”
Russell says she was adopted
into a “stable Christian home”
when she was six years old.
“As I grew in knowledge
and stature, I always knew I
was Aboriginal,” Russell says.
“Although I had curly hair and
some people mistook me for
Hispanic, I knew my roots.
Through my experience in
school and church however, I

learned it was better to not be
Indian.”
Russell eventually went
to college, where she met
her husband. They now live
in Chatham, in southern
Ontario. When her husband
and son were hospitalized with
meningitis, she looked into her
medical history and discovered
her birth family. When she
called her oldest sister, she
discovered her family had been
looking for her for more than
25 years.
“I met my siblings and
cousins on my 30th birthday,”
Russell says. “When I said it
was time for my little guys to
get home to bed, (my oldest
sister) said they just had one
more thing. She went into the
kitchen and came out with a
birthday cake and they sang
happy birthday. And she said:
‘We have never forgotten.’”

ͳͳǡͳʹǡͳ͵ǡʹͲͳͷ 

No Matter how you look at it,
www.wawataynews.ca
brings you the latest news briefs and photo galleries in the north

THE XXXIV KEEWAYWIN CONFERENCE
  Ȁ  

ϐǡ
ͳͳǡʹͲͳͷǤ

   
ϐȀ ǤȋͺͲȌʹ͵Ǧ͵Ͳ
ǣ   Ǥ

ELDERS

ǯ 
 ǡ ǡ
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
Ǥ 
Ȁ at the Meeting.
on ͳͲǡʹͲͳͷ ͳͶǡʹͲͳͷ. Air
First Nations and Tribal Councils bringing additional Elders
Ǥ
ͲǤͷͷ  Ǥ   ǡ
 ǡǤ
  ǡ  

 
accommodate them during the meeting.
minimum.
  Ȁ      ǡͳǦͺͲͲǦͶͷǦͻͻͷʹǡ 
ǣȋͺͲȌʹͷǤͶͻͷͳ ̷ǤǤ .
Ǥ   
   ϐ 
Ǥ  mmeekis@nan.on.ca
and  ̷ǤǤ  ͳǦͺͲͲǦͶͷǦͻͻͷʹǤ

ACCOMMODATIONS
 Ȁǡǡ
Ǥ

PROXIES

ǡ
ǯ 
ȋȌ  Ǥ
  
 Ǥ
ϐ Ǥ

RESOLUTIONS
Ǧ  
 Ǥ
   
ȋ̷ǤǤ Ȍ 
ȋ̷ǤǤ ȌȋͺͲȌʹ͵Ǧ͵ͲǤ
deadline is  ͳͷǡʹͲͳͷ.

GRAND ENTRY
  
 Ǥ 
Ȁ 
Ǥ 
ͳͳǤ

 
 ǯϐ
ǣͳͳȀͳͲǲ 
ϐ Ǥ ǡ
ǳǢ


elected council member of that First Nation or a Tribal Council
    headdresses and other ceremonial items with them. Flag
Ǥ
Ǥ
 Ǥϐ

in the conference room throughout the conference.
Ǥ Ǥ
 ϐ ǡ
ȋͺͲȌʹ͵Ǧ͵Ͳǡǣ   
   Joe Wheesk or Michael HeintzmanȋͺͲȌ
 
ʹ͵ǦͺʹʹͺͳǦͺͲͲǦͶͷǦͻͻͷʹǤ
ʹͲͳͷǢ 

nan.on.ca
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Survivor’s Rowe documentary features five NAN citizens
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Five Nishnawbe Aski Nation
men have countered sexual
abuse by sharing their stories
in the 29-minute documentary
film, Survivor’s Rowe. Although
Joshua Frogg was “very
apprehensive” about being
involved with the film, he
soon realized it was important
for him to discuss what had
happened to him as a child.
“I didn’t really want to do it,
but the more I thought about
it, it should be talked about,”
Frogg says. “And I wanted to
make sure that the message
comes out that violence in our
communities, sexual abuse and
other forms of social issues are
talked about. If it can help one
person by sharing my story, I
think it is worth it.”
Frogg wants to see positive
changes and positive dialogue
about the sexual abuse that
was committed by former
Anglican minister and boy scout
leader Ralph Rowe in 18 NAN
communities during the 1970s
and 1980s. Rowe has been
convicted of close to 60 sexual
assaults. It is estimated that
he sexually abused about 500
boys.
“We can’t just shove this
aside any more,” Frogg says.
“It has to be talked about. And
there has to be some real action
towards recovery, towards
healing and reconciliation.”
The documentary film was

screened at the Airlane Hotel
and Conference Centre on May
9 and Lakehead University on
May 11. A production of Loud
Roar Productions in association
with Independent Pictures Inc.,
the documentary was shot by
21-year-old producer Daniel
Roher on location in a number
of NAN communities during
October and November 2014. It
was produced by Peter O’Brian,
with executive producers
Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux,
Paul Brehl and Ann Lawson and
composer Richard Jay.
“Survivors Rowe is a
powerful film by a promising
young filmmaker that tells a
remarkable story of resilience,”
says Deputy Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler. “And while these
horrendous crimes will never be
forgotten, our focus is to raise
awareness and support for the
survivors, their families and
their communities.”
Frogg says it is time to let it
go.
“We have to let it go —

forgiveness is power,” Frogg
says. “When I was able to do
that, I was able to start the
process again.”
Frog says he feels “great”
now.
“I still get emotional
watching the film, but I get
emotional because of the
people,” Frogg says. “I feel for
them, I feel for the people that
have not been able to tell their
stories. I feel for the people that
have died with their stories.
And I feel for the people that
were not believed, not just the
men, but the women. There
were women that were abused
by this man. And I feel for the
children and grandchildren that
are growing up — they don’t
know what is going on out there
with their dad or their mom.”
Frogg doesn’t get angry any
more whenever he sees a plane
similar to the one Rowe used to
fly in to the NAN communities
in during the 1970s and
1980s as an Anglican Church
minister and Boy Scout leader.

He mentioned in the film that
he used to see an image of the
plane where Rowe parked it on
the shore in his community.
“Every time I see that plane,
you know, it’s just there,” Frogg
says. “It doesn’t bother me as
it used to. Driving by a similar
plane, I used to get really angry.
I used to carry that, but now it
is just a process. It’s not as bad
as it used to be.”
Frogg left Wapekeka in 1998
and only went back last year for
work.
“I would only go back for
funerals or for some reason I
had to be there,” Frogg says.
“I totally almost avoided it
because of the memories and
the pain.”
But Frogg wanted to go back
home.
“I wanted to face it, I wanted
to get it over with,” Frogg says.
“I wanted to move forward.
I didn’t want to carry that any
more. And that is what I’ve
done.”
“I want to go home,” Frogg
says. “I like being over there. I
like my home. I like the people
there. I like my family there.
I like being a part of the land
again.”
Rowe was convicted of 39
sexual offences involving First
Nation boys in 1994. He was
sentenced to six years in prison,
but served less than five years.
He was convicted again in 2005
and 2009 and plead guilty in
2012.

Open House
Deer Lake First Nation Community Based Land Use Planning Project
Public Review of Draft Plan
Deer Lake First Nation is pleased to invite public review of the Deer Lake First Nation Draft Community Based Land Use Plan. Our
First Nation is working together with the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) to prepare a land use plan that will support
a balance among protection, traditional uses and development. As part of Ontarios Far North Land Use Planning Initiative, Deer Lake
First Nation has a lead role in the planning process and approval of the plan. A Terms of Reference has been completed to guide the
determination of the final Planning Area and to direct the preparation of the Deer Lake Community Based Land Use Plan for that area. The
Draft Plan has been prepared by a joint planning team made up of Deer Lake First Nation and MNRF representatives. The Draft Plan
addresses Deer Lake First Nation and Ontarios interests and takes into account the objectives for planning set out in the Far North Act,
2010.
The Deer Lake First Nation Draft Community Based Land Use Plan proposes protected areas and other land use designations, and
recommends permitted land use activities within those areas. The Draft Plan has been prepared respecting traditional and other existing
uses including tourism and mineral sector activities. Planning considers
the capability of lands and resources to support additional land uses
such as tourism, recreation, mineral sector activities, forestry and
renewable energy. Indigenous knowledge and the best available
information and knowledge from all sources supports decision making.
The Area of Interest for Planning consists of lands that are
an integral part of the cultural, economic and spiritual
existence of Deer Lake First Nation. The area is located in the Far
North of Ontario, 160 kilometres north of Red Lake and
adjacent to the Pauingassi and Whitefeather Forest Planning Areas
(see map). The Area of Interest is identified as a proposed Planning
Area in the Draft Plan. Following public consultation, the
area can be confirmed and designated as a Planning Area by
Deer Lake First Nation Band Council Resolution and a
Ministers Order under the Far North Act.

Timmins to host NAN
games
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is
planning to hold a summer
NAN Games in Timmins. The
event will be held from July
9-12 at Northern Col-lege and a
riverside location for kayaking.
“Our motto is Unity, Strength
and Success — what better
message can we promote,” says
Deputy Grand Chief Goyce
Kakegamic. “Of all the precious
possessions we have, we think
of minerals, we think of mining,
I think our most precious
possessions we have up north is
our young people.”
Kakegamic is looking for the
NAN Games to bring the youth
and nation together. Bobby
Narcisse, NAN’s director of
Social Ser-vices, says the NAN
Games will also provide an
opportunity for families to get
together and participate in fun
activities.
“It is a lifeline for many of
youth for the challenges they
are facing,” Narcisse says.
“It will also build and foster
resiliency within our youth.”
The NAN Games is scheduled
to begin with a youth drop-in
sports night on July 9 at the
Timmins Indian Friendship
Centre.
“The event was already going
on, so we plan to springboard
off that,” says Gloria HendrickLaliberte,
NAN’s
public
environmental
education
coordinator. “On Friday (July
10, we) will be (hold-ing) basic
kayak activities and friendly
competitions and races.”
A three-on-three basketball
tournament is scheduled for
Friday evening at Northern
College.
“(Fort Albany basketball

coach) Justin Sackaney is being
asked if he can assist with the
three-on-three
basketball,”
Hendrick-Laliberte
says.
Sackaney coached the Fort
Albany senior girl’s basketball
team during its run to the
northeastern Ontario high
school finals in 2012.
A track and field meet
is scheduled for all day on
Saturday, with an evening of
entertainment and food. A
family fun day is scheduled on
Sunday.
Fundraising for the event
will be organized by the
local communities in the
Mushkegowuk and Wabun
tribal councils.
A number of city, college,
tourism and First Nation
organization representatives in
Timmins met with Kakegamic
in April to discuss plans for the
event.
The NAN Indoor Games
were held from Feb. 19-20
in Thunder Bay with about
70 youth in attendance
from Sandy Lake, Lac Seul,
Deer Lake and other NAN
communities.
Kakegamic says sports events
are an opportunity to bring successful role models in to speak
with the youth.
Sharon Firth, a Gwich’in
First Nation citizen, Canadian
cross-country ski champion
and four-time Winter Olympics
competitor, spoke to the youth
and led a cross-country ski
session during the NAN Indoor
Games. The youth also received
coaching in track and field,
basketball and volleyball.
NAN also held the NAN Skills
Development Camp in Thunder
Bay in the spring of 2014.

NAN Corporate Services
Call for Working Group Members
NAN Regional Transportation Infrastructure Development
Working Group
Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) is pleased to issue a call for working
group members to participate in the Regional Transportation
Infrastructure Development Working Group. The overall goal of
this working group is to develop a strategy and ultimately assist
ǡǡǡϐ ǡ
procurement and implementation of a regional transportation
infrastructure plan. In doing so, it will maximize the social and
  ϐǦ
behalf of all participating First Nations.
This is a voluntary, unpaid, position, however, NAN will pay
for travel and other meeting expenses as required. Individuals
interested in participating in the Working Group are encouraged
to download the Working Group Terms of Reference at www.
nan.on.ca.

The Deer Lake Community Based Land Use Planning
process is based upon information sharing, open dialogue,
cooperation and consensus-building. All interested
people and organizations will be invited to engage in a
dialogue and provide input to the plan at key milestones in the
Process. The tentative schedule for Public Consultation is:

ϐ 
apply:
1. Strong interest in transportation infrastructure development
at a regional level;

1. Invitation to Participate, Viewing the Terms of Reference and
Background Information:
2. Public Review of Draft Plan:
June 16, 2015 (this is the current opportunity)
3. Public inspection of Approved Plan:
Fall/Winter 2015-16

2. Experience in planning for civil works, like roads, community
infrastructure or energy development;
3. Strong trust and credibility within multiple First Nations
communities;
4. Prior funding experience highly desirable;

We encourage your participation from the beginning of the public dialogue process. An Open House will be held at the following times and
locations:
June 16, 2015
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Deer Lake, ON,
Deer Lake Arena

June 18, 2015
2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Red Lake, ON,
Red Lake Regional Heritage Centre

Information about the Community-Based Land Use Planning process, including the Terms of Reference, can be found on the
Environmental Bill of Rights Registry at ontario.ca/ebr, ER # 011-8118 and on the Far North Website at www.ontario.ca/farnorth.
The Ministry of Natural Resources is collecting your personal information and comments under the authority of the Far North Act. Any
personal information you provide (address, name, telephone, etc.) will be protected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, however your comments will become part of the record of consultation and may be shared with the general
public. Your personal information may be used by the Ministry of Natural Resources to send you further information related to this
planning exercise. If you have questions about use of your personal information, please contact Trevor Park at 807-727-1344.
Additionally, at any time during the planning process, you may address questions or comment to the following individuals:

Roland Pemmican
Land Use Planning Coordinator
Deer Lake First Nation
(807) 775-2141/2100

Mike Sanders
Far North Planner
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(807) 727-1343

5. Experience in building partnerships
6. Strong interest in developing new skills for large infrastructure
development that will reach communities at a regional level;
7. Willingness to work with external large industry and governǦ
mental partners.
The deadline for applications is 4:00pm EST, July 30, 2015.
Cover letter (Please include an explanation on your motivation
 ǡϐǡǦ
view of your past experience and a description or organizations
you are/have been involved with),
Resume and two (2) references must be submitted to be considered.
To download the complete requirements, please visit www.nan.
on.ca or contact Ian Beardy, Human Resources Coordinator, at
(807) 625-4941, or Sabrina Marion, Human Resources Director,
at (807) 625-4948 for more information.
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Indigenous artists gather
in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick
Special to Wawatay News

Sandy Lake’s Touchan
Fiddler spoke about making
traditional cer-emonial items
during the May 14 Gathering
for Indigenous Arts at the
Thunder Bay Art Gallery.
“(My father Josias Fiddler)
showed me how to make
pipes,” Fiddler says. “He
always told me these rocks
we use are grandmothers and
grandfathers. We are only
chosen to show what they really
look like.”
Fiddler says his role is
to uncover the beautiful
grandmother and grandfather
spirits that are in each stone. He
also learned how to make hand
drums from his grandfather
Walter Redsky.
“He started teaching me
when I was young, probably
when I was about nine or 10,”
Fiddler says. “This is one of my
latest works. It’s different from
the traditional wrap around the
hand drum.”
Fiddler says most of the
traditional items he makes
are usually passed on to the
practitioner as soon as he
completes them.
“Things I make are mostly for
ceremonial use,” Fiddler says.
“I make them and then they are
gone.”
Fiddler showed the gathering
a buffalo hide rattle he had
previ-ously made for a Midew
— a person who follows
the traditional Midewiwin

practices.
“He lives in town so I visited
him last night and asked him
if I could borrow it,” Fiddler
says. “He was happy because I
told him what I was going to be
doing with it.”
Fiddler also showed the
gathering a traditional shield he
made for his own regalia.
“My father and grandfather
wanted me to sun dance,”
Fiddler says. “I have a buffalo
on my shield in honour of my
dad.”
His father passed away in
2012. Shortly afterwards his
mother passed on his father’s
pipe-making tools to him.
In addition to Fiddler, the
gathering featured seven other
First Nation artists: Lucille
Atlookan, Dan Commanda,
Bonnie Devine, Adrienne
Fox, Matilda Suganaqueb,
France Trepanier and Brent
Wesley. The artists shared their
visions of the Indigenous arts
scene and their dreams and
challenges for the future. The
gath-ering was held at Thunder
Bay Art Gallery through a
partnership between the
Ontario Federation of Indian
Friendship Centres and the
Thunder Bay Art Gallery.
Potential opportunities and
new possibilities for artists
were also shared with the
artists during the gathering by
a number of stakeholders and
partners in tourism, galleries
and funding.
“The Gathering (provided)
us with a valuable opportunity

to hear and share with artists in
our region to find new ways of
working together,” says Nadia
Kurd, curator of the Thunder
Bay Art Gal-lery.
Suganaqueb, a beading artist
from Webequie and workshop
present-er at Neechee Studio
in Thunder Bay, began beading
when she was 12 years old by
watching her grandmother.
She began by beading moccasin
vamps and has since moved
on to beading earrings,
me-dallions, lanyards and
powwow regalia pieces.
“I used to watch my
grandmother and I picked it
up,” Suganaqueb says. “From
2012 I started beading almost
every day. In 2015 I started
teaching people how to bead
one-on-one. And through
Neechee Studio, I started
teaching people in a group.”
Suganaqueb has already
taught about 50 youth how to
bead.
“In March we did a hand
drum workshop (at Neechee
Studio) with Touchan Fiddler,”
Suganaqueb says.
Atlookan, an abstract painter
and multimedia artist from
Eabame-toong and one of the
founding members of Neechee
Studio, plans to study Visual
Arts and Education at Lakehead
University.
“I don’t plan ahead,”
Atlookan says about her art.
“I just put the paint on there
and see how it is going to go
because I don’t know how it is
going to turn out.”

Photos by: Rick Garrick

Sandy Lake’s Touchan Fiddler shared his traditional ceremonial art at the May 14 Gathering for Indigenous
Arts at the Thunder Bay Art Gallery in Thunder Bay.

Contact us at:
Site 306, Box 5 RR 3
Dryden, ON P8N 3G2
Phone 807-937-6748
Fax 807-937-5099
Email blc@beaverlakecamp.org

SUMMER CAMPS

For First Nations Juniors and Teens
Camps
Dates
Ages
Teen Camp July 2-7 Ages 13-16
Jr Camp 1 July 9-14 Ages 9-12
Jr Camp 2 July 16-21 Ages 9-12
Jr Camp 3 July 23-28 Ages 9-12

Cost
$90.00
$90.00
$90.00
$90.00

3528'726833257

7KH+RQ*UHJ5LFNIRUG
0HPEHURI3DUOLDPHQWIRU.HQRUD


“A STRONG VOICE”
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OPG is a proud partner of many
initiatives and programs, like the National
Aboriginal Day celebrations and events in
our site communities. We’re committed to
powering Ontario and we’re just as dedicated
to making our communities even better
places to live, work and play.

@opg
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ƩɥȔ ƿ ǁ ŞƌƩŴ ǷŶǆțŸ

ALL-SEASON ROAD

řǾŵƿǃ řǁǾŻŗŻŗŷ

țțƩŻŗ ǁŶƿȖǟǆƠŸ ǁǟ řɥƩȖŻŞǁƌŷ ǷŶǆțŸ ƩɥȔ ƿ ǁ ŞƌƩŴ ǁǟ ŗƩƩǻŴ

ŞƩŻŞƅŶǆų ƿɥǟŻŞŷ ƅƩƃǃŴ ǻɅȖŻŗǹȖŶƢǃŴ ȔŶƩ ǻɅȖŴ

ǾŻŞǟŞǆȖŻŞŻțŴ ŗȖȖŻŞŴ
ƩŗƩŻǆŻț ƿǹȖŻǆƩǷŴ ƢǁƩ ŞƩŻŞȖŻŞŷ ǆƅɩɥŴ (iPad Mini) řǟ
 ǻɅȖŻŗǹȖŶƢǃŴ ɈǁƌǆŻŗƅɃƺ 23, 2015 ƿ ŗŶƌȖŴ 5 ƅȖŵ 8
;WZĞŶƚƌĞͿ

 ƿɥǟŻŞŷ ɈǁƌǆŻŗƅɃƺ 25, 2015 ƿ ŗŶƌȖŴ
5 ƅȖŵ 8 ƞŻʟŷɃŶ ŻŕŶȩ ǁŶǁȘŞǾƤŻŗǆǹǃŴ

 ŞƩŻŞƅŶǆų ɈǁƌǆŻŗƅɃƺ 24, 2015 ƿ ŗŶƌȖŴ 5 ƅȖŵ 8
ǆ ŗɥ ǾǾŻŗ ŗƤțȖŻŞŴ ǷƩŻŕǆǹǃŴ

 ƅƩƃǃŴ ɈǁƌǆŻŗƅɃƺ 26, 2015 ƿ ŗŶƌȖŴ
5 ƅȖŵ 8 ǆ ŗɥ ǾǾŻŗ ŗƤțȖŻŞŴ ǷƩŻŕǆǹǃŴ

ǆƩ ŻŞƌƢțǆȖŻŞŻțŴ ŗȖȖŻŞŴ ǆ ŻŗƤǟǆƠŴ 6:30 P.M͘

ǷŶǆțŸ ƩɥȔ ƿǁ ŞƌƩŴ
ǆȖǆȔȖǟǆƠŴ ƿ řƩƩǻƩȖŻŞǁƌŷ

ŞƩŻŞƅŶǆų
ATTAWAPISKAT

Preliminary All-Season Road
Corridor Options

SLQKS!

ƿɥǟŻŞŷ
KASHECHEWAN

ƅƩƃǃŴ
FORT ALBANY

OIRKG+ A

ȔŶƩ ǻɅȖŴ
MOOSONEE

OIRKG+ B

ǻɅȖŻŗǹȖŶƢǃŴ
MOOSE
FACTORY

O IRKG+ C-1

OIRKG+ ͲϮ

Hwy. 11

Feasibility Study to construct an All-Season Road connecting the Communities of:

ATTAWAPISKAT, KASHECHEWAN, FORT ALBANY, MOOSE FACTORY & MOOSONEE

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS
REFRESHMENTS | RAFFLE (iPad Mini)
 MOOSE FACTORY JUNE 23, 2015, 5-8 P.M.
EPR CENTRE

 ATTAWAPISKAT

 KASHECHEWAN JUNE 25, 2015, 5-8 P.M.
FRANCINE J. WESLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL

JUNE 24, 2015, 5-8 P.M.

ATTAWAPISKAT COMMUNITY HALL

 FORT ALBANY

JUNE 26, 2015, 5-8 P.M.

FORT ALBANY COMMUNITY CENTRE

PRESENTATION 6:30 P.M.
For more information, please contact:

Ryan Small, Director of Technical Services | 705 268 3594 | ryansmall@mushkegowuk.ca
Andrew Harkness, Consultant Project Manager | 1 877 644 7687 | aharkness@morrisonhershfield.com

