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Blending Tradition with Technology

Ginoogaming court case granted an injunction
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Ginoogaming has been granted an 
interim injunction to prevent any min-
ing activities from being carried out in 
the Wiisinin Zaahgi’igan sacred area 
located within the community’s terri-
tory.

“We are encouraged that the Supe-
rior Court has recognized the inher-
ent and treaty rights of Ginoogaming 
and has granted an injunction to halt 
mineral exploration activity in Wiisinin 
Zaahgi’igan,” says Grand Chief Derek 
Fox. “We acknowledge and congratu-
late Ginoogaming’s leadership for 
defending the rights of their nation 
and the land that has sustained them 
for generations.”

Fox says First Nations are the rights 
holders when it comes to jurisdiction 
over the land.

“Our treaty partners must honour 
and respect our inherent rights,” Fox 
says. “The land will be inherited by our 
children, and it is our sacred responsi-
bility to protect it for their future. We 
look to the government of Ontario to 
honour its treaty obligation and do 
everything possible to engage with the 
community in a meaningful way. The 
work Ginoogaming has done has cre-
ated an opportunity to set a precedent 
for protecting sacred land.”

Superior Court of Justice Judge 
Susan Vella’s decision states, in part v., 
that an interim injunction is granted in 
favour of Ginoogaming against Qua-

ternary and Hard Rock, in accordance 
with the terms set out in this court’s 
reasons at paras. 153-155.

“She granted an injunction against 
Michael Malouf’s exploration compa-
nies, so that exploration work, on the 
basis that she found that we met the 
full test for an injunction,” says Kate 
Kempton, Ginoogaming’s lawyer and 
partner at OKT Law. “But rather than 
grant the longer term one at this point, 
called an interlocutory injunction, she 
granted a shorter term one for now 
and asked the parties to try to work it 
out.”

Kempton says the decision calls 
for the parties, Ginoogaming and the 
Crown, to go back to the court in Janu-
ary 2022 if they cannot work it out.

“She certainly allows for the possi-
bility that if we don’t work things out 
and we have to go back in January, 
that at that point she might grant the 
full longer term injunction that we 
sought,” Kempton says. “We have cer-
tainly put before Ontario starting over 
a year ago now the request to resolve 
this permanently by doing something 
they’ve done before which is to buy out 
the mineral claims in the area and then 
permanently withdraw the area from 
mineral explorations. We are saying 
that this is a whole area that is sacred 
and of huge keystone cultural impor-
tance to Ginoogaming, it’s not a matter 
of just carving out tiny little pinpoint 
areas to protect little pinpoints — it’s 
respectfully a larger area than that and 
has extreme importance.”

Ginoogaming had been seeking 
an interlocutory injunction against 
Malouf and his prospecting compa-
nies, The Quaternary Mining and 
Exploration Company Limited and 
Hard Rock Extension Inc., to restrain 
them from carrying on any mining 
related exploration activities on the 
territory hereinafter defined as the 
Wiisinin Zaahgi’igan; an interlocu-
tory injunction against William Kerr 
restraining him from carrying on any 
mining related exploration activities 
on the land hereinafter defined as the 

Wiisinin Zaahgi’igan; and an interlocu-
tory order against Her Majesty The 
Queen in Right of Ontario and the 
Director of Exploration declaring that 
no approval of the Caouette Permit 
Application made by Mr. Kerr should 
be made or that if it is approved, the 
issuance of such an approval in the cir-
cumstances would constitute a breach 
of the Crown’s duty to consult and 
accommodate Ginoogaming.

Judge Vella’s decision, released on 
Sept. 1, also states that the motion for 
an interlocutory injunction against Mr. 

Malouf in his personal 
capacity is dismissed; the motion 

for an interim declaratory order 
against the Crown and the Director 
is dismissed; and the motion for an 
interlocutory injunction against Mr. 
Kerr is dismissed, without prejudice 
to Ginoogaming’s right to renew this 
motion in the event that the Director 
lifts the temporary hold on the Caou-
ette Permit Application and grants 
approval.
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Grand Chief Derek Fox was encouraged with Superior Court of Justice Judge Susan Vella’s decision to grant an interim injunction 
to prevent any mining activities from being carried out in the Wiisinin Zaahgi’igan sacred area.

ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᒪᐃᐠ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐅᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐣᑲᓇᐣ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᒪᐃᐠ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ 
ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑭᔭᐸᑕᓂ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐣᓇᐣ 
ᐁᑭᔑᔭᐸᑕᓂᐠ ᓂᑲᒧᓂᐠ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ 
ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᒋ: ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᑭᑫᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᐣ 
ᐊᑲᒪᑭᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐅᔑᑐᐨ ᒪᐣᔪ ᒣᐣᕑᐊᐟ ᐃᔑᓂᑲᓱ. 
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐨ ᐅᑭᐅᔑᑐᓇᐣ 
ᓴᑲᓱ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᔭᐸᒋᑐᐨ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ 
ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐁᑭᔑᐸᑭᑎᓇᑭᐣ 
ᒣᐣᕑᐊᐟ ᐅᓂᑲᒧᓂᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐱ ᐊᐱᑕᐊᐧᑲᓭ ᑲᑭᓄᑕᑯᒧᑐᐨ 
ᐃᒪ ᐢᐃᐧᐟᓱᓫᐊᐣᐟ ᐊᑲᒪᑭᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ. ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ 
ᐅᑭᐸᑭᓇᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᓂᐠ ᐃᒪ ᑎᒥᐣᐢ 
ᒣᐧᑲᐨ ᐊᐱ ᑲᓄᑕᑯᒧᒋᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᑲᒪᑭᐠ.

“ᐊᐱ ᑲᐱᓯᑕᒧᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐠ 
ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ, ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑭᒥᓄᑕᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ, ᑭᐱᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓂᔑᔑᐃᐧᐸᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᑭᐱᑎᐸᒋᒧᐊᐧᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐸᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᓇᑐᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑭᐱᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐃᐧᐸᐣ. 
“ᒥᑐᓂ ᑭᒥᓄᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᔭᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐃᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᓂᑕᑦ ᓂᔕᐧ ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᓂᑲᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑭᒐᑭᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᐊᐧᐣ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᓂᐦᓴᐧ ᑲᑭᓂᑲᒧᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒋᑭᐅᒋᓄᑕᒪᐣ ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᑲᒐᑲᑕᐊᐧᑌᑫᐧᐣ.”

ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᐸᐣ 
ᒣᐣᕑᐊᐟ ᓇᐣᑕ ᐱᑯ ᓂᐃᐧᔭᑭ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ 
ᐁᓇᓇᑲᒋᑐᓂᐸᐣ ᐅᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐸᐣ ᒋᕑᐃᑎ 9.

“ᐊᐱ ᑕᐡ ᑲᓂᑲᑭᑫᓂᒥᑎᔭᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᔭᓄᑲᑕᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, 
ᐊᒥ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐊᑭᐸᐣ 
ᓂᑎᐸᒋᒧᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. “ᐅᑭᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑕᐡ 
ᓂᑲᒧᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᔑᐊᐸᑕᑲᐧᐸᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐃᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᓂᑭᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᐠ 
ᒋᑭᔭᐸᒋᑐᐸᐣ ᓂᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᒋᑭᔑᑲᑫᐧ ᐅᓇᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᓂᑲᒧᓂᐠ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ 

ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ ᓂᔓᔭᑭ 
ᐁᑭᐅᑕᒥᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ ᐊᐁᐧ ᒣᐣᕑᐊᐟ 
ᐅᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑲᑭᔭᓂ ᐅᓇᑐᐨ ᑭᑐᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᑭᔭᓂᑭᔑᑐᐣ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᐱᓯᒧᐣ 
ᐅᑕᓇᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. “ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᐅᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ ᒋᓄᒋᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ 
ᐅᑌᓇᐠ ᔓᕑ ᐢᐃᐧᐟᐅᓫᐊᐣᐟ. ᓂᔭᓇᐧ 
ᑭᓇᑯᒋᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᓂᐣ 
ᓂᑭᐸᑭᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᓂᑲᒧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᑭᓄᑕᑯᒧᒋᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ ᒋᒪᒪᐃᐧᓄᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ. ᐊᔕ 
ᓂᐦᓴᐧ ᓂᑭᓄᑕᑯᒧᑐᒥᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᓂᔑᐣ 
ᓂᑲᓄᑕᑯᒧᑐᒥᐣ 21 ᒥᓇ 22 ᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ 
ᓄᑯᑦ ᐱᓯᑦ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒪᒋᔭᓄᑲᑕᓇᐸᐣ 

ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐣᑲᓇᐣ ᓂᔑᑕᓇᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ, 

ᐯᔑᐠ ᐅᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᐣ ᐃᐡᑲᐧᑭᑌᓴᐠ.
“ᐅᐁᐧ ᐃᔑᔭᓂᒧᒋᑫᒪᑲᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ 

ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. 
“ᐁᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᔑᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐠ 
ᒋᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ, ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᑲᐃᐧᔑᓇᑲᑕᒪᐊᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᐊᐧᐸᓂᐠ, 
ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ ᑫᓇᑲᑕᒪᐠ, ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ 
ᑭᑐᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ ᑭᓇᓀᑲᑌᓂᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐁᐅᒋᐊᐧᓂᑫᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᒋᑭᓇᑲᑕᒪᑫᔭᑭᐸᐣ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᑫᐧᐊᓂᐧᐠ ᑭᒋᑲᔭᐡ 

ᑲᑭᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑌᑎᐸᑲᒥᐠ ᑐᑲᐣ ᒪᔭᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᐃᒋᑊᐟ ᑲᐃᓂᑕᐧ ᐅᑭᓇᑲᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᑭᑕᔭᒥᐣ ᐊᑎᓱᑲᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭᓇᑲᑕᒪᑯᔭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. 
“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᓇᐱᐨ ᒋᑭᑫᑕᑲᐧᐠ, ᐅᐁᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᐅᒪ ᐊᔕ ᑲᓂᐅᑎᑕᒪᐠ ᔕᑯᐨ ᑫᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ 
ᑲᓂᑭᔑᐱᐡᑲᒥᐣ ᑲᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ, ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑕᐡ 
ᑫᓇᑲᑕᒪᐠ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑯᑕᑭᓂ 

ᐅᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᐣ ᒋᔑᔭᐸᑕᓂ 
ᓂᑲᒧᓂᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐅᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᐣ ᑕᐱᐡᑯᐨ 
ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᑲᐃᓇᑎᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑲᑎᒪᑲᑭᐣ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐊᐱ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐱᑯ ᐊᐣᑎ, ᒥᐱᑯ ᐁᔑᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᑕᑲᓀᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᐣ, ᐊᓂᐡ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᒥᒋᒥᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐦᑭᓂ, ᐅᑎᓇᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ, ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᒪ 
ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑭᐡᑲᑎᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᓂᔑᐣ ᐸᑲᐣ 
ᐃᓇᑎᓯᐃᐧᓇᐣ.” ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᑭᔭᓂ 

ᒪᒋᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᓇᐣ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᑭᐸᐣ 
ᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᑐᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐠ, 
ᐅᒪᓯᓂᐱᐦᐃᑫᐠ, ᐅᑭᑐᒋᑫᐠ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᒪᓯᓂᒋᑫᐠ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑭᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᒋᓂᓯᑐᑕᑯᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.

“ᓂᑭᓇᓇᑲᑕᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒥᑕᐡ 
ᑲᑭᐃᓀᑕᒪᐸᐣ, ᒪᑎ ᐣᑲᑯᒋᑐᐣ 
ᒋᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᓂᐣ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᓂᑫᐃᐧᓀᓴᐣ, 
ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᒪᒋᑕᔭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᓂᔑᐣ 
ᓂᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᐸᐣ ᑲᑲᓄᑫᐣᑕᒪᐣ 
ᑲᐧᐠᕑᐊᐣ ᑎᐱᑲᐣ ᐣᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᑕᐡ ᐊᒥ ᐊᐱ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐁᑭᓇᑭᐡᑲᐊᐧᑭᐸᐣ 
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐁᑲ ᐁᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐨ, 
ᐁᐸᐸᒥᔭᐨ, ᐣᑭᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑎᒥᐣ. ᐊᐱ ᑕᐡ 
ᑲᓂᐡᑲᐧᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑎᔭᐠ ᐣᑭᓇᓇᑯᒥᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ, ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᐅᒋᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᑲᓇᐁᐧᑕᑯᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ - ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᐱᔕᐳᐡᑲᐣ 
ᐁᑭᐱᑲᓇᐁᐧᓂᒥᐨ ᓭᐣᐟ ᐊᐣ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ, 
ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᐠ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑯᑕᑭᓂ 

ᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᐠ ᐅᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᐣ ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ 
ᓯᐱ.

“ᐅᐁᐧ ᐃᔑᔭᓂᒧᒋᑫᒪᑲᐣ ᐊᐱ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ 
ᑲᑭᑕᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ, ᐊᐱ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ 
ᑲᑭᑕᔑᐯᑕᑭᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᓇᓂᓯᐱᐠ 
ᐁᐅᑕᒋᐦᐅᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᓇᓇᑕᐁᐧᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ. “ᐁᑲᐧ ᔕᑯᐨ ᐊᐱᐣ ᓇᑫ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᔭᓂᐊᐧᓂᒋᑲᑌ, ᒥᓇ 

ᑲᑭᐱᒥᐊᔭᓂᑫᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᔭᓂᐊᐧᓂᑫᐣᒋᑲᑌ 
ᐁᐧᓴ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᐱᒋ ᐊᔭᒋᓭᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᑲᑭᒪᒋᐃᐧᓂᑕᐧ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᒪᑎᑲᒥᑯᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᑭᐣ. 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑭᑫᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ 
ᑫᑭᓇᑲᑕᒪᐊᐧᑭᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᑭᑕᐊᐧᔑᔑᒥᓇᓂᐠ 
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᑲ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᒋ 
ᑭᑭᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ ᓯᐱᑲᐠ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᑲᑫᐧ 

ᐊᓂᑫᓇᑲᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᐊᑎᐟ ᐅᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᐣ 
ᓇᐣᑕ ᐁᐃᐧᐅᒋ ᑲᑫᐧᒋᑭᐡᑲᒪᑫᐨ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ 
ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑭᒪᒋᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᐃᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᓂ.

“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐃᐧᑲ ᒋᔭᓂᒧᑕᑭᐣ 
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᒋᓂᑲᒧᑐᒋᐣ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ.“ ᐊᒥ ᐱᑯ ᐁᑕ 
ᐁᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ 
ᓯᐱ ᐁᐃᐢᑲᑌᐠ. ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᑲ ᐃᐁᐧ 
ᒋᑭᐱᐅᒋᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐸᐣ. ᑲᔭᐡ 
ᑭᐱᔑᓇᑲᐧᓄᐸᐣ ᐅᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 1930 
ᑲᐱᒥᐃᓇᑭᐣᑌᐠ ᐊᐱ ᐃᐡᑯᑌᐃᐧᑕᐸᓂ 
ᒥᑲᓇ ᑲᑭᐃᓇᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᒧᓱᓂᐠ. ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᐃᐁᐧ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᐊᐱᐣ ᒋᑭᐅᒋᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᓯᐱ.”
ᒥᑕᑕᐊᐧᐱᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ 

ᑭᐅᒋᐃᔑᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐸᓂᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐱᑕᐯᑯᐠ 
ᓯᐱᐠ ᐁᑭᐅᑕᐦᐅᑕᓱᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᐠᐊᐧ ᓯᐱᐠ, ᒪᔭᑦ 
ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒪᑕᒧᐠ ᐃᐡᑯᑌᐃᐧᑕᐸᐣ.
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 Arts and Entertainment

Fort Albany’s Mike Metatawabin launches online poetry event
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Fort Albany’s Mike Metataw-
abin recently had his poetry 
featured in the Songs of the 
Land: A Spoken Word Experi-
ence project created with Swiss 
author and musician Manuel 
Menrath. The project includes 
nine songs with Metatawabin’s 
poetry set to Menrath’s music 
during the half-hour live per-
formance in Switzerland that is 
also available online. Metataw-
abin does his introduction vir-
tually through the Zoom plat-
form from Timmins while the 
performances are done live in 
Switzerland.

“Listening to the product 
they produced, I was very 
impressed,” says Metatawabin, 
a former deputy grand chief 
at Nishnawbe Aski Nation and 
former journalist/broadcaster. 
“They did the music very well, 
they way they worked around 
the words. The first two shows 
were sold out, but I didn’t 
get any feedback on the third 
show.”

Metatawabin says he was 
first introduced to Menrath 
about four years ago when 
Menrath was doing research for 
his book on Treaty 9.

“As we got to know each 
other as he was doing his 
research during the time he 
was there, that’s when I showed 
him my writing,” Metatawabin 
says. “He recognized there was 
some music or something in the 
writing, so he asked me if he 
could take my work and then 
they would lay down the music 
tracks for it.”

Metatawabin says the proj-
ect was set aside for a couple of 
years while Menrath continued 
working on his book.

“It was this past year that we 
were able to lay down music 
and then the final product was 
delivered just a few months 
ago,” Metatawabin says. “They 
did a release in the city of Chur 
in Switzerland. We did five 
shows so far — I introduced the 

recording for the album and 
they played the songs at the 
theatre. We’ve done three so far 
and we have two more coming 
up on the 21st and 22nd of this 
month.”

Metatawabin, who began 
working on the collection of 
poetry about 20 years ago, says 
one of his poems in the project 
is called Embers.

“(It) talks about our time 
now, for us,” Metatawabin says. 
“I’m asking the question of what 
do we want to do today, what 
do we want to impart for the 
youth tomorrow, what do we 
want to leave behind, or are we 
too busy wallowing in our mis-
ery that we’re going to forget to 
leave something behind.”

Metatawabin says ancient 
civilizations around the world 
such as the Mayans and the 
Egyptians left something 
behind.

“For us we have our legends 
that were left behind for us,” 
Metatawabin says. “It just kind 
of begs the question, we’re at 
this time but our time will pass 
too, what do we leave behind.”

Metatawabin says another 
one of his poems in the project 
is called Worlds Collide.

“That one is about when 
development happens in any 
area or any territory, all they 
see is development,” Meta-
tawabin says. “But for the cul-
tures that live there, like the 
First Nation community, what 
they’re holding onto is the land 
itself, the culture, and that’s 
where the two worlds collide.”

Metatawabin says he began 
writing poetry after seeing a 
message that it would be the 
poets, artists, musicians and 
artisans who would be more 
effective in conveying messages.

“And I thought about it and 
I thought, well maybe I should 
take a stab at poetry, and that’s 
how it all started,” Metatawabin 
says. “So the first two poems I 
can recall (were) Cochrane 
Night, and this was an encoun-
ter I had with someone who 
was homeless, a drifter, and we 

had a conversation. Towards 
the end of our conversation he 
thanked me for the work we 
were doing, the work that was 
going on in trying to deal with 
the residential school — he was 
a former residential school sur-
vivor from St. Annes and that’s 
what he was talking about.”

Metatawabin says the other 
poem was The Albany River.

“This one talks about when 
people lived off the land, when 

people lived happily along the 
rivers harvesting and hunt-
ing,” Metatawabin says. “But 
somewhere along the way that 
knowledge became separated, 
that linkage became discon-
nected because of the changes 
that happened like residential 
school and everything else 
that’s going on. And again it 
begs the question of what leg-
acy do we leave behind for our 
children if we are not a part of 

the river anymore.”
Metatawabin says he is trying 

to pass on some knowledge or 
spur some interest through his 
poetry.

“Nobody talks about these 
things, nobody sings about 
them,” Metatawabin says. “Peo-
ple just think that this (Albany) 
River is so dry. It was never like 
that. Part of the history of the 
territory here is that 1930 was 
when the train to Moosonee 

was punched through. So when 
they did that, that’s when the 
waterways of the Albany were 
no longer needed and they were 
diverted.”

Metatawabin notes that sup-
plies used to be shipped along 
the Albany River from Pagwa 
River, which was located on a 
railway line.

screenshots
Fort Albany poet Mike Metatawabin’s poetry is featured in the Songs of the Land: A Spoken Word Experience project that is being performed in 
Switzerland during September, including on Sept. 21 and 22.
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Local filmmakers featured at 2021 Vox Media Arts Festival
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Vox Popular Media Arts 
Festival 2021 features films by 
Eagle Lake’s Victoria Anderson-
Gardner and Lac Seul’s Rachel 
Garrick as well as other films 
by local, Canadian and inter-
national filmmakers from Sept. 
16-26. The festival began with 
live music, film screenings 
including Gardner’s live action/
animation film Namid and Gar-
rick’s animation film The Gift 
and a virtual art gallery on the 
evening of Sept. 16 at Waverly 
Park in Thunder Bay.

“(Namid) focuses around 
an (Anishinabe) fancy shawl 
dancer who is struggling with 
grief,” says Anderson-Gardner, 
who was recently recognized 
with the Glenn Gould Protégé 
Prize and co-directed the film 
with Sagi Kahane-Rapport. “So 
through hearing her grandfa-
ther’s legend about a warrior, 
she goes to reconnect with 
those who have passed through 
fancy shawl dancing.”

Anderson-Gardner says they 
created the film over a nine-
week period to screen it at 
National Canadian Film Day on 
April 21.

“It was definitely one of the 
fastest short films that 

I’ve done so far, but probably 
the most beautiful,” Anderson-
Gardner says. “We managed to 
pull a lot of favours with close 
friends in Toronto and kind of 
southern Ontario to help us 
bring it to life. We shot it on an 
Arri, which was my first time 

ever working with that sort of 
camera.”

Anderson-Gardner says the 
film includes scenes where spir-
its dance in the sky.

“We had our main character 
dance in this motion capture 
suit down in Toronto,” Ander-
son-Gardner says. “Then our 
VFX artist worked with those 
files in order to make it look 
like there’s fancy shawl danc-
ers dancing in the Northern 
Lights.”

Anderson-Gardner says 
there has been a “very good” 
response to the film.

“There’s a specific moment 
where people say it gives them 
chills just because there’s this 
really grand emotion that hap-
pens when the fancy shawl 
dancers first appear in the sky,” 
Anderson-Gardner says.

Garrick says her film was 
part of the inaugural Citizen 
Minutes short film series com-
missioned by the Hot Docs 
International Documentary 
Film Festival. The series is 
aimed at inspiring interest 
and engagement in Canadian 
democracy and public affairs by 
exploring and celebrating sto-
ries of civic participation across 
the country.

“I feel so honoured that The 
Gift has been selected by the 
Vox Popular Media Arts Festival 
for inclusion as part of its festi-
val,” Garrick says. “I am happy 
and excited to be participating 
in the in-person event at Waver-
ley Park on Sept. 16 where The 
Gift will be screened among a 
selection of other films, a Vir-

tual Art Gallery and live music.”
Garrick says Nadine Arpin, 

The Gift’s editor and mentor 
director, is also attending the 
in-person event.

“(The film) was a great 
opportunity to honour my 
father by passing on his teach-
ings to others around compas-
sion and kindness,” Garrick 
says. “I can only hope that 
this film inspires kindness and 
respect for others.”

Adrien Harpelle, festival 
director at the Vox Popular 
Media Arts Festival, says the 
Sept. 16 in-person event also 
features live performances by 
Rodney Brown, Danielle Polari 
and Jean-Paul De Roover and 

seven other films, including 
Happiness by Jack Belhumeur, 
Protected Place by Cher Obe-
diah, Wreck by Curtis Jensen, 
And Again by Joseph Schlapsi, 
Always Tomorrow by Martin 
King, Quarantine with a Ghost 
by Justin and Kristin Schaak 
and 9:55 Cup Confidential by 
Ryan La Via.

“We’re going to have live 
music and between the sets 
we are going to show films,” 
Harpelle says. “The films will 
be online from Sept. 16-26 — 
we’ve made everything free, 
we’re collecting donations but 
we want to make it as accessible 
as possible for everyone. We 
have 50-plus films and we have 

quite a few that are focused on 
Indigenous stories.”

In addition to the films, the 
online festival also includes 
Q&A/panel discussions with 
filmmakers; a seven-part con-
cert series; a virtual art gal-
lery; and an art creation con-
test called #ArtForThePeople. 
Information is available at: vox-
popular.ca.

Harpelle says last year’s 
online festival went “really suc-
cessfully.”

“This year we basically just 
tightened everything up and 
made it a lot more accessible 
and just tried to make it as sim-
ple as possible for people,” Har-
pelle says. “On our website you 

click on one link and it brings 
you to all of our films, it brings 
you to our virtual art gallery, it 
brings you to our concert series, 
so it’s all in one place and it’s 
just easy to use.”

submitted photos
Eagle Lake filmmaker Victoria Anderson-Gardner’s live action/animation film Namid is one of more than 
50 films featured from Sept. 16-26 at the online Vox Popular Media Arts Festival 2021.
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What a summer! The 
Meteorological Sum-
mer (June 1 to August 

31) was the warmest on record 
for most locations in Northern 
Ontario.

 Northwest Ontario was 
often under a “Heat Dome” 
which covered western North 
America. Daily temperature 
records were set in many loca-
tions (Kenora set a daily record 
of 37° C on June 4 and this was 
the warmest temperature in all 
of Ontario for June 2021.) This 
June was easily the warmest in 
the record books for Northwest-
ern Ontario.

July was warmer than aver-
age across Northern Ontario, 
though especially in the North-
west. Again new daily records 
were established such as Ogoki 
Post, with 36.9° C on July 3. It 
was also the warmest location 
for July in Ontario.

Usually, July is the warmest 
month of the summer (and the 
calendar year) but August took 
the prize this time. August tem-
peratures were well above nor-
mal across Northern Ontario. 
Unlike in June and July when 
the Northwest was the warm-
est, all of the Northeast was 2 
to 3° C warmer than long-term 
averages. For northern Ontario 
August 2021 was the second 

warmest on record (August 
1983 is the warmest).

Another way to assess and 
compare summer heat is to total 
the number of days that have 
daily temperatures warmer 
than 29° C.  For example, the 
weather station at Thunder 
Bay Airport had 25 days that 
exceeded this threshold, includ-
ing one day in May. The average 
is 6 or 7 days, though it varies 
greatly from year to year.

 

Summer rainfall
Rainfall varied greatly 

across the North this summer. 
Northeastern stations recorded 
average to double the aver-
age amounts. In contrast, the 
Northwest were exceptionally 
dry for both June and July. This 
translated into extreme forest 
fire behaviour in the North-
west and evacuations of many 
communities. By mid-August 
more than 1000 wildfires had 
occurred in Northern Ontario, 
mostly in the Northwest. 

  Readers in the Northwest 
are likely to recall this summer 
as one the driest ever. It was -up 
until mid-August.  By the end of 
August, most areas in the north 
experienced normal to above 
normal precipitation, with 
some places in the Northwest 
receiving almost twice their 
normal amounts. As a result, 
fire activity was reduced in the 
Northwest but about 50 fires 
continued to burn. The rainfall 
in later August was essential for 
fire management and meant 
most people could return to 
their homes.  

 We have had multiple occa-

sions with smoke in the air 
above Northern Ontario during 
the past three months. There 
were many days with warnings 
or advisories for smoke and 
poor air quality. On some days 
there were additional weather 
warnings for severe thunder-
storms and, occasionally, torna-
does. In my experience, I never 
have seen so many clusters of 
weather-related problems as we 
experienced this summer.

 

The election on 
September 20

We have been flooded with 
policies and promises from the 
political parties on a myriad 
of issues that range from child 
care, long-term care, foreign 
policy, COVID-19 and many 
others.

I will confine comments to 
two vital interconnected policy 
areas for Northern Ontario: 
preparing for weather emergen-
cies and climate change.

Effective policy and prepa-
ration for increasing severe 
weather events requires accu-
rate data over decades. The 
quality of weather records 
has declined in Canada since 
about 1995. Before that human 
observers and instruments pro-
vided detailed weather records. 
As examples, thunderstorms 
and occurrence of rain or snow 
or rain/snow were recorded for 
every hour and sunshine hour 
totals were noted for all days.

  Federal Liberal govern-
ments of Jean Chrétien and 
Paul Martin (Finance Minister, 
then Prime Minister) began cuts 
in 1996. Closure of weather 

forecast offices and reduction 
of measurements continued 
until 2006. The Stephen Harper 
governments continued the 
process from 2006 to 2015. This 
included closure of  a thousand 
weather stations in Canada.

Many Canadian weather sta-
tions do not qualify for status 
as “Climate Stations” under the 
World Meterological Organisa-
tions standards in part due to 
missing information.

One of the hazards of living 
within forested areas are forest 
fires.  The situation was well 
described by then Member of 
Parliament, Bruce Hyer in the 
second reading of the Climate 
Accountability Act in 2010 (Bill 
311 was presented by the New 
Democratic Party and then 
defeated by Conservative Sena-
tors). In this quote he is draw-
ing attention to warnings by 
Australian scientists made years 
prior to the tragic 2010 bush 
fire season and that Canada 
could be in a similar situation.

“…  Their equivalent of our 
National Research Council 
stated “a new order of fires 
should be expected in south-
eastern Australia […] cata-
strophic fire events every five 
to seven years, with fires of 
such ferocity they would simply 
engulf towns in their path”.

We need good climate data to 
inform good policies - policies 
which take climate change seri-
ously and help Canadians avoid 
the worst impacts from future 
severe weather inclucing forest 
fires. In Northern Ontario we 
need politicians that appreciate 
how fast weather and climate 
are changing in the region. 

Looking back on Summer

submitted photo
The Timmins Youth Wellness Hub (TYWH) is delighted to announce the receipt of a substantial financial contribution from Scotia-
bank and Dollar A Day Foundation. Over the next three years, Scotiabank has generously committed $35,000 per year, and Dollar A 
Day Foundation has generously committed $15,000 per year, for a total of $50,000 per year. Screenshot of virtual cheque presenta-
tion, featuring team members from the Timmins Youth Wellness Hub, Scotiabank, and Dollar A Day Foundation. 
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Guest editorials, columnists and let-
ters to the editor do not necessarily 
reflect the views of Wawatay News.

Disclaimers: All submissions to the Managing 
Editor must be in a Microsoft Word document, 
double spaced, and must adhere to Canadian 
Press style. Wawatay reserves the right to 
refuse to publish any unsolicited submissions.  

Wawatay Communications Society and all its 
affiliate media outlets are intended to provide 
general information and news to the public. 
The material expressed within is given for 
general information only and does not con-
stitute professional, legal or medical advice. 
Where appropriate, users should seek their 
own professional advice. Wawatay accepts no 
responsibility for loss occasioned to any person 
acting or refraining from acting as a result of 
material published or broadcast. Wawatay 
accepts no liability in respect of material con-
tained on other sites which may be linked to 
from time to time.

Addressing The 
Overdose Epidemic 

In the midst of this restrictive 
pandemic with mask wear-
ing and social distancing, 

there are many people in our 
communities who are continu-
ing to help others in health 
care. Health care workers 
everywhere are having to work 
twice as hard to make sure they 
are assisting the most vulner-
able people in our communities. 

On a bright August after-
noon, I spent time with Chris 
Karn and Donna McCulloch 
of Mino M’shki-ki Indigenous 
Health Team of Kirkland Lake. 
They had set up an information 
booth next to the Kinross Pond 
where local people frequent to 
enjoy the natural scenery. This 
dedicated health duo spent the 
afternoon on site practicing 
safe Covid19 protocols of masks 
and distancing in recognition 
of Overdose Awareness Day 
with the aim of raising aware-
ness and attention to a horrific 
health crisis concerning over-
dose deaths. 

I was happy to see these 
individuals doing their best 
to make others aware of a 
critical epidemic that has been 
affecting our world for over 
two decades now. The opioid 
epidemic has been caused by 
the overuse, misuse and abuse 
of prescription opioids as far 
back the as the 90s. At first 
the crisis emerged from the 
abuse of powerful prescription 
opioid pain medications like 
oxycodone. Then as addic-
tions to these substances grew 
exponentially, a much stronger 
opioid called fentanyl appeared 
to worsen the epidemic in the 
United States and Canada. 
Another form called Carfen-
tanyl has appeared which is a 
hundred times more toxic than 
fentanyl. Many of these drugs 
are used in and with street 
drugs like heroin and cocaine 
and due to the unregulated 
nature of underground drugs, 
any street drug now has the 
potential to cause lifelong 
health damage or death from 
overdose. 

The world of addictions is 
very familiar territory for me 
and many who grew up in a 
remote Native community. 
I have seen first hand the 
destruction caused by addic-
tions to drugs and alcohol. 
Through the reality of coloniza-
tion, residential schools and the 
incursions of the Europeans my 
people have been broken and in 
too many cases have turned to 
drugs and alcohol as a result.

Thanks to a new reality of 

healing through traditional 
and cultural teachings and 
the work of many health care 
professionals and workers there 
is hope these days. There are 
many Indigenous health care 
organizations like Mino M’shki-
ki in communities right across 
Canada. Still thousands of good 
people Native and non Native 
are falling prey to extremely 
dangerous, life threatening, 
easy to find and addictive opi-
oids. These are now powerfully 
addictive drugs that are easier 
to smuggle, hide and transport 
and many times more powerful 
than any previous drug. The 
opioid crisis has devastated 
many northern remote commu-
nities, cities and towns across 
Canada. 

In my personal sphere, I’ve 
known family and friends who 
have fallen into the darkness of 
drug addiction and some who 
have died or severely affected 
their lives from an overdose. 
As the Covid19 pandemic con-
tinues, it was hoped that the 
opioid epidemic would subside 
but instead it has only grown 
worse. 

In the midst of all this 
turmoil, there are people con-
tinuing the important work 
of keeping our world as safe 
as possible. Chris and Donna 
explained that organizations 
such as theirs are there to offer 
a safe space for those who 
need help dealing with these 
addictions. They are a harm 
reduction distribution site that 
provides naloxone overdose kits 
that can save the life of some-
one who is overdosing, as well 
as safety material for those who 
are still actively using while 
also giving them resources and 
opportunities to seek help and 
assistance to break free from 
these powerful addictions. They 
both expressed that there is a 
dire need for safe injection sites. 

Donna explained that they 
are there to counsel those who 
need help and they do so with 
a blend of western and Indig-
enous traditional practices and 
beliefs. Chris added that the 
Indigenous philosophy he has 
learned revolves around see-
ing every individual as sacred 
and special, no matter their life 
experience and that we should 
all work together to help those 
who need it the most. 

One important lesson that 
I’ve learned over these pandem-
ics and epidemics is that these 
are crisis events of our society’s 
own making. However, I’ve 
also learned that we can also 
provide the solutions to these 
problems if we work together 
in a spirit of togetherness, part-
nership and community. I was 
very thankful to have Donna 
and Chris remind me of those 
important teachings and I say 
Meegwetch to both of them for 
doing this important work.

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY
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When was the last time you 
went offline and spent time 
away from the internet and 
social media? How often do you 
find yourself checking to see 
what is happening online dur-
ing your day? 

When I am at home in town 
with a high speed internet con-
nection that has endless data to 
stream, I am constantly online. 
I read news articles, watch 
Youtube videos, read internet 
forums, then jump over to social 
media feeds. That is only the 
start of my internet addiction. I 
watch video streaming services 
on my TV and on my phone I 
use various apps throughout 
the day. I stream my music to 
listen anywhere I go. Some-
times I’ll find myself doing mul-
tiple things on the internet. I’ll 
watch a streaming program on 
my big screen, while scrolling 
through news stories on my lap-
top and following social media 
on my phone. 

As exciting as I find all this 
activity and information, often I 
feel a sense of anxiousness and 
nervousness about it all. When 
I am online, I feel like I am con-
necting to people and that feels 
exciting. Unfortunately, much 
of the time, I fall into a rabbit 
hole that is filled with fear, 
anger and anxiety. There are 
many studies that point to the 
fact that much of social media is 
a contrived world of fake users 
and automated content that 
is meant to reaffirm our worst 
fears and deepen our sense of 
anger in the world. These two 
emotions hit us hard and they 
are what drive us to look lon-
ger, respond often and keep a 
watchful eye for more content. 
It is in the best interest of all 
social media to keep us angry 
and afraid of the world. The 
more negative we feel about 
everything, the more active we 
are online to share those emo-
tions with others and increase 
the popularity of these plat-
forms. Advertising is attracted 
to where the action is, so social 
media loves to generate content 
that gets people involved as that 

is how they make their money.
To take a break from this 

endless digital experience, 
I spent the past week at my 
remote cottage where I am 
located just outside the edge 
of any cell phone signal. I have 
some options to gain a signal 
but it is difficult and unreliable. 
I only use the internet when I 
absolutely have to, for the most 
basic tasks, using as little data 
as possible. I’ve stopped stream-
ing video, I’ve stopped listening 
to music and I’ve stopped tap-
ping into social media to see 
what everyone is doing. 

For the first day or two, I felt 
a sense of withdrawal from the 
world. I constantly felt uneasy 
at the idea of not being able to 
go online for anything. Instead, 
I was forced to just read the 
books I had with me, talk to my 
partner in the dim light of the 
living room, listen to the birds 
and animals or just stare at the 

lake, the trees and the endless 
sky. 

After a week I started 
remembering what the world 
felt like before the internet. I 
could just sit alone quietly, at 
peace and think for myself. I 
had time to finish the dozens of 
little projects around the house. 
I felt my day expand and grow 
longer as I now had moments to 
just rest and sit in the sun, take 
a walk in the forest or cut brush 
on my land. I was no longer 
hounded by the endless digital 
voices that simultaneously 
make me feel happy, afraid, 
humored and angry all at the 
same time. I also had time to 
work on a book.

It was great to get back to 
a life that I once had a couple 
of decades ago when my days 
were filled with action, exer-
cise, outside work and actually 
talking with others in real time.  
I have never been the type to be 

bored but I have to admit that 
this addiction to the internet 
and social media has cost me 
my health, mindfulness and a 
general satisfaction with life on 
a daily basis. 

Perhaps we should take time 
away from the internet once in 
a while. Try it for yourself for 
a day or two. Do you remem-
ber the last time you had a 
day to yourself, with just your 
thoughts and the contact of the 
people around you? As humans, 
we survived thousands of years 
without a constant connection 
to everything. I think we are all 
capable of disconnecting from 
the world of the internet and 
social media once in a while 
to reconnect with ourselves. 
Otherwise many of us are going 
to end up overweight, out of 
shape, anxious and depressed.  
It’s time to take back your life. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY

Contact North | Contact Nord helps educationally underserved Ontarians in
800 small, rural, remote, Indigenous and Francophone communities get a
degree, diploma, certificate or upgrade their skills via online learning without
leaving their communities. We provide services in English and French. For
more information, visit www.contactnorth.ca.

Contact North | Contact Nord is seeking a positive, energetic and organized
individual to fill the following part-time position:

EDUCATION & TRAINING REPRESENTATIVE
– MULTIPLE LOCATIONS

• North Caribou First Nation - Competition # 21-05-NORT
• Sandy Lake First Nation – Competition # 21-06-SAND
• Pikangikum First Nation - Competition # 21-36-PIKA

Reporting to the Education & Training Advisor, the successful candidate
for the Education & Training Representative position will:
• Coordinate and schedule Student Recruitment & Services Representatives
to deliver Contact North | Contact Nord’s services and support to students
using the online learning centre(s) within the territory.
• Complete and ensure follow-ups with prospective students and students
using Contact North | Contact Nord’s services at the online learning centre(s)
within the territory to provide details on all services available and explore the
option of registering in a first or subsequent course.
• Enter and update complete and accurate data in the customer relationship
management (CRM) tool populating all required fields and ensure Student
Recruitment & Services Representatives do the same.

Qualifications:
• A Secondary School Diploma with preference given to those with a post-
secondary credential in a related field such as office administration, business
administration, executive assistant.
• 1-3 years customer service experience in fields such as retail, call centre,
banks/insurance companies.
• 1-3 years experience in a sales position, such as retail, call centre, business
sales, banks/insurance companies.

Compensation: $18.50 per hour plus vacation pay and statutory holiday pay.
Hours of work: 28 hours per week based on the online learning centre’s
requirements.
Start Date: As soon as possible.

A full copy of this job posting can be viewed by visiting
www.contactnorth.ca/careers.

Interested individuals are invited to submit a cover letter and electronic
résumé, complete with two to three employment references, quoting the
applicable Job Competition # based on the location you are applying for in
the subject line of their email. This position is OPEN UNTIL FILLED, please
send applications to resumes@contactnorth.ca.

We are an equal opportunity employer. Upon request, accommodations due to
a disability are available throughout the selection process.

www.contactnorth.ca | www.contactnord.ca
Funded by the Government of Ontario | Subventionné par le gouvernement de l'Ontario

CONTACT
ORTH
ORDNN

Online Learning
Apprentissage en ligne

Take Back Your LifeNAN welcomes ruling  
supporting customary care 
for First Nations children
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
(NAN) Deputy Grand Chief 
Bobby Narcisse welcomes a rul-
ing that supports customary 
care for First Nations children 
and First Nations’ inherent 
jurisdiction over children in 
general.

“I am filled with great pride 
and hope for our children’s 
future. Our First Nations com-
munities have rights and juris-
diction over the care of our chil-
dren. These rights have always 
been there. No judge or exter-
nal system can give us that. The 
lack of institutional recognition 
and respect for First Nation 
jurisdiction has negatively 
impacted our children, families 
and communities for far too 
long,” said Deputy Grand Chief 
Bobby Narcisse. “This ruling 
represents a big step forward in 
the right direction, and it will 
not be our last. As First Nations 
fight for the right to exercise 
their jurisdiction, Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation will continue to be 
by their side, in the trenches, 
advocating and providing sup-
port.”

The case (M.L. et al v. B.T. 
and Dilico Anishinabek Fam-
ily Care, heard on March 30, 
2021, decided on September 7, 
2021) centers on whether cus-
tomary caregivers can bypass 
the wishes of First Nations and 
biological parents, as expressed 
in customary care agree-
ments governed by the Child, 
Youth and Family Services Act 
(CYFSA), and attempt to obtain 
custody of Indigenous chil-
dren under the Children’s Law 
Reform Act (CLRA).

NAN intervened in this 
appeal to ensure that the prin-
ciple of First Nations’ inher-
ent jurisdiction over children, 
wherever they may reside, is 
respected and that the wishes 
of families and communities, 
as expressed in customary care 
agreements, is given deference 
by the courts.

The Court adopted NAN’s 
arguments that permitting the 
motion judge’s decision to stand 
“risks effective erasure of First 
Nation’s inherent rights over 
the care and protection of their 
children”.

Key issues raised by this 

appeal:
• Are customary care agree-

ments governed by the CYFSA? 
Answer: Yes

• Are the customary caregiv-
ers ‘foster’ parents and there-
fore prohibited from pursuing 
a custody application under the 
CLRA? Answer: Yes

• Should the court show def-
erence to Dilico’s placement of 
the child? Answer: Yes

In answering these ques-
tions in the affirmative, Justice 
Newton found that the under-
lying motion judge’s decision 
made several legal errors. 
Justice Newton reviewed key 
provisions in the CYFSA and 
the federal Act Respecting 
First Nations, Inuit and Metis 
Children, Youth and Families, 
which came into force on Janu-
ary 1, 2020.

These statutes make clear the 
following:

•that customary care is the 
priority mechanism for place-
ment of Indigenous children 
and that the ultimate objective 
is to ensure Indigenous children 
are reunited with their families 
and communities;

• that customary care is an 
affirmation of the right to self-
determination of Indigenous 
peoples, including the inherent 
right of self-government, which 
includes jurisdiction in relation 
to child and family services; and

• that respecting the wishes 
of families and First Nations is 
ultimately in the best interests 
of the child.

In making these findings, 
Justice Newton referenced 
historical legacies that mod-
ern legislation is attempting to 
redress. Justice Newton stated 
that permitting the customary 
caregivers to seek custody (by 
ignoring their similar role to a 
foster parent) is “…contrary to 
the spirit of the CYFSA and the 
federal Act which seeks to avoid 
the damaging consequences of, 
for example, the “60s scoop”.” 
(Paragraph 116).

In considering whether the 
motion judge erred by not giv-
ing deference to Dilico’s place-
ment decision, as supported by 
the First Nation and the natural 
mother, Justice Newton stated: 
“[t]he determination of [the 
child’s] best interests is for the 
First Nation”.
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RULES:

To enter or for more information please contact:

Prizes will be given away by draw  Prizes will be given away by draw  
5 grand prizes of a $200 Mastercard Gift Card. 5 grand prizes of a $200 Mastercard Gift Card. 

Submission Deadline October 29 @MidnightSubmission Deadline October 29 @Midnight
Winners announced November 3, 2021Winners announced November 3, 2021

Nicole Baxter, Community Participation Officer
nbaxter@nan.ca or (807) 355-0427

Adhere to your 
local pandemic  
response COVID  
recommendations.

Submit a signed 
release form.

Be from a NAN First Nation.   
Contest is open to all ages and 
citizens living on and off reserve.

Submit a picture from the 
category list. 

HEALTH TRANSFORMATION 

Health Transformation is curious how  Health Transformation is curious how  
far your imagination will take you?  far your imagination will take you?  
Show us your costumes and decorations Show us your costumes and decorations 
for Halloween!  for Halloween!    
We bet they will be spooktacular.We bet they will be spooktacular.

CONTESTCONTEST

HALLOWEEN
HALLOWEEN

Categories:Categories:
•• HomemadeHomemade
•• ScariestScariest
•• FunniestFunniest

•• CutestCutest
•• Most DecoratedMost Decorated

NDP promises to make Truth and Reconciliation 
Day a province-wide holiday
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Ontario New Demo-
cratic Party plans to make the 
National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation a statutory holiday 
in the province when they form 
the government in Ontario. 
The Ontario NDP Caucus has 
already confirmed for all its 
staff that the day will be a paid 
day off.

“The National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation will be a stat 
holiday in Ontario when the 
NDP forms government,” says 
NDP leader Andrea Horwath, 
leader of the official opposi-
tion, and Kiiwetinoong MPP 
Sol Mamakwa in a Sept. 8 state-
ment. “Sept. 30 will be held as a 
solemn and significant day for 
reflection, for education and, 
most importantly, a day for con-
crete commitments and action 
towards equity and justice for 
Indigenous people.”

The provincial government 
recently refused to make the 
National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation a statutory holiday 
in Ontario.

“The day commemorates the 
tragic genocidal legacy of resi-
dential schools in Canada, and 
the continuing harm,” Horwath 
and Mamakwa say in the state-
ment. “It’s shameful that the 

Doug Ford government is refus-
ing the solemn duty to remem-
ber, to learn, and to work for 
change.”

Horwath says making the 
National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation an Ontario statutory 
holiday is a “necessary step” to 
take in the province.

“It gives us an opportunity 
to take a pause, to reflect, to 
educate, to make sure we are 
recommitting to dealing with 
the outstanding calls to action, 
both from the Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women and 
Girls Calls for Justice as well 
as the Calls to Action from the 
Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission,” Horwath says. “It’s a 
day that I think will continue to 
remind us on an annual basis 
that we have a lot of work to 
do and not only in terms of 
reflection and education but 
also really concrete actions for 
things like access to clean water 
everywhere, equitable access 
to healthcare, the continued 
inequities around education 
of children on First Nation 
reserves, the abysmal housing 
situation, the treaty commit-
ment to government-to-govern-
ment respectful relationships 
and true dialogue, and not just 
afterthought consultation once 
Canadian and Ontario govern-
ments have already made deci-

sions on things that will affect 
First Nation communities. It’s 
all of these things as well as the 
work we need to do to support 
urban Indigenous folks who 
are in our cities and should be 
able to access all services with-
out discrimination and with the 
kind of dignity they deserve.”

Horwath says making the 
National Day for Truth and Rec-
onciliation a statutory holiday 
in Ontario would give Ontar-
ians an opportunity to pause 
and to reflect particularly as 
they continue to grapple with 
what many did not know hap-
pened in the residential school 
system and the Sixties Scoop.

“If we are going to continue 
on any kind of path to reconcili-
ation we need to take as many 
opportunities as possible to do 
that education and to create 
that space for that reflection 
and for that education,” Hor-
wath says. “I don’t think it’s just 
a matter of a day off, it’s also 
an obligation for the Ontario 
government should I become 
premier next year to really 
put in place tools for people to 
gain that understanding (and) 
to gain that knowledge — cer-
tainly there are things we need 
to do in our education system to 
build those pieces in.”

The federal government 
created the National Day for 

Truth and Reconciliation as 
a federal statutory holiday to 
be observed on Sept. 30 when 

it passed Bill C-5 on June 3 in 
response to the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission’s Call to 

Action number 80. The federal 
statutory holiday will apply to 
federally regulated workers.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Ontario New Democratic Party leader Andrea Horwath, pictured with Grand Chief Derek Fox in 2016, 
recently announced the NDP’s plans to make the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation a statutory 
holiday in the province when they form the government in Ontario.
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You are the first 
response
INSTALL SMOKE ALARMS &  
DEVELOP A HOME ESCAPE PLAN

You are the best plan for fire prevention in your home.  

Be proactive by installing a smoke alarm and showing your  

family the way out during a fire. Amber’s Fire Safety Campaign 

wants you to think about fire before it starts, because we are  

our own line of defense.

 nan.on.ca/FireSafety

INSPECTION
Inspection of NDMNRF - Approved Prescribed Burn Plan for Slash 
Pile Burning for Trout Lake Forest
The Ontario Ministry of Northern 
Development, Mines, Natural 
Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) 
invites you to inspect the NDMNRF-
approved prescribed burn plan for slash 
pile burning that will be carried out in 
the Trout Lake Forest (see map).

As part of our ongoing efforts to 
regenerate and protect Ontario’s forests, 
some recently harvested areas have 
been selected to be burned under the 
guidelines of the NDMNRF’s Prescribed 
Burn Manual. The prescribed burn will 
reduce the area covered in slash piles 
while increasing the area available 
for regeneration and reducing the 
fire hazard. The burn is scheduled for 
ignition between October 18, 2021 and 
March 15, 2022.

The approved prescribed burn plan for 
slash pile burning, including specific 
locations and maps, is available 
electronically for public inspection 
by contacting Domtar Inc. and on the 
Natural Resources Information Portal at 
https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online 
until March 31, 2022, when the Annual 
Work Schedule expires. 

Interested and affected persons and organizations can arrange a remote meeting with NDMNRF staff to 
discuss the prescribed burn plan. For more information, please contact :

Michele Kan 
Management Forester
Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural 
Resources and Forestry
Red Lake District Office
227 Howey Street, P.O. Box 5003 
Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-728-2278
e-mail: michele.kan@ontario.ca

Matthew Kelly 
Silviculture Forester
Domtar Inc.
1 Duke Street
Postal Bag 4004 
Dryden, ON  P8N 2Z7       
tel: 807-223-9844
e-mail: matthew.kelly@domtar.com

Renseignements en français : Michele Kan, aménagiste forestier au DNMRNF, 807 728-2278,  
michele.kan@ontario.ca

www.wawataynews.ca

Hate Has No Place In Democracy
Xavier Kataquapit

As an Indigenous person 
raised in a remote First 
Nation and on the land 

I am very familiar with my 
cul-tural and traditional roots. 
It was a steep learning curve 
for me to adapt, adjust and fit 
into the non Indige-nous world 
when I first left Attawapiskat to 
further my education in the south.  

Part of my learning experience 
had to do with figuring out what 
Federal, Provincial and Municipal 
elections were all about. I also 
had little knowledge of Federal, 
Provincial, Regional and First 
Nation community political sys-
tems and how they operated.

Through the years I have 
learned a lot about Indigenous 
and non Indigenous political 
systems in terms of how they 
are set up, how they operate 
and what drives them. One of 
the things I have discovered has 
to do with the kind of people 
that run for political office. I 
have to admit that I have grown 
to under-stand that most of 
these people are motivated 
by money, power and ego. 
Thankfully, there are also many 
in both Indigenous and non 
Indigenous politics that actu-
ally become involved because 
they want to make life better for 
people in general. 

I had to learn what it meant 
to be right wing, middle of the 
road and left leaning politi-
cally speak-ing. Here in Canada 
because we don’t have all that 
many political parties it was not 
all that difficult to look at these 
groups in terms of their history, 
actions and the people drawn to 
them. Many people don’t really 
realize the differences in these 
political parties and they think 
they are pretty much the same 
when in fact all of them have 
historic traits that tell us who 
they really represent.

Generally I have come to 
understand that right wing con-
servative parties and govern-

ments have been more aligned 
with the very wealthy, the cor-
porations of our land while also 
holding on to status quo and 
outmoded ideals and beliefs. 

I have learned that more mid-
dle or Liberal parties and govern-
ments represent a mix of serving 
the wealthy and corporate world 
while also providing support, 
assistance and development for 
average work-ing people, minori-
ties and the disadvantaged.

Over the years I have figured 
out that the more left parties 
still have some support for the 
wealthy and corporate world. 
This of course has to do with 
the fact that the very wealthy 
and corporate entities in the 
world actually control the 
economy and they have a lot 
of power. Even left wing par-
ties and govern-ments have 
to satisfy the power brokers. 
However, they are also heavily 
committed to assisting people 
and that includes minorities, 
the disadvantaged, the poor, 
women and Indigenous people.

At the same time, when 
you have a system that always 
bends to the wishes of powerful 
business-es, corporations and 
wealthy supporters and back-
ers, it makes one wonder how 
much of a democratic system 
we actually live in. Democracy 
comes from the Greek language 
meaning ‘demos’ for ‘people’ 
and ‘kratos’ meaning ‘to rule’. 
When the influence of people 
to rule the land is weakened, it 
starts calling into question as to 
how much of a democracy we 
truly live in. 

The most important thing 
that we can all do is vote no 
matter what party we believe 
in. At the same time we have 
to recognize that those lead-
ers spouting hate don’t have a 
place in our democratic sys-tem 
here in Canada. They can’t fool 
that many of us with their hate, 
threats and thuggery. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com
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www.beendigen.com
or call (807) 344-9579

NEW programs are starting this fall, 
including our Grief Support Group & 

Anger Management.

Beendigen can help.

For details visit:

 Community

Indigenous organizations acknowledge World Suicide Prevention Day
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation and 
three other organizations rec-
ognized World Suicide Preven-
tion Day on Sept. 10 by holding 
the 1st Annual NAN Choose Life 
Suicide Awareness Walk and 
launching the BeSafe safety 
planning mobile app.

“This walk is to honour those 
who were taken too soon by 
suicide and create dialogue 
that will help people choose 
life,” says Deputy Grand Chief 
Bobby Narcisse. “It is inspiring 
to see people come together to 
advocate for those who may be 
struggling and let them know 
they aren’t alone. Suicide does 
not just impact the individual, 
it impacts families, friends 
and communities. I am incred-
ibly proud of the work accom-
plished in NAN First Nations 
through our Choose Life pro-
gram. This life-saving program 
is helping our First Nations 
communities build resiliency 
and pride in our children, youth 
and families.”

The walk followed Donald 
St. to Thunder Bay City Hall 
and the Kaministiquia River 
ThunderBird Sculpture and 
then returned along Arthur St. 
to the NAN office for the closing 
prayer. 

“We had a great turnout 
today — we were very thank-
ful to see students from Thun-
der Bay, from Dennis Franklin 
Cromarty High School and also 
from KOSSS (Keewaytinook 
Okimakanak Secondary Stu-

dent Services) and also other 
students from Thunder Bay par-
ticipate today,” Narcisse says. 
“We were also thankful to have 
some Elders with us and we had 
a women’s drum group that led 
the way. We had to do some-
thing knowing that Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation communities are 
experiencing a suicide crisis 
that has devastated its (citi-
zens) for over decades. So many 
of our young people we are los-
ing to tragic deaths or suicide 
and it affects a lot of our (citi-
zens) as well and their friends 
and their families and we want 
to take a proactive stance to say 
they are not alone — we have to 
come together during this time 
and we have to ensure there 
are supports at the community 
level and counselling and men-
tal health (services) to ensure 
the needs for the community 
are there.”

Narcisse says the Choose Life 
programs are being developed 
in each community by the citi-
zens.

“It reflects the needs of the 
community,” Narcisse says. “We 
hear some great things such as 
land-based healing, land-based 
education programs, parent-
ing.”

Narcisse says everybody has 
a responsibility to one another 
to create a better environment 
where suicide is not an option 
people feel they must turn to.

“We all have a role to play in 
addressing suicide as human 
beings, advocates, leaders and 
treaty partners,” Narcisse says. 
“Our walk today is about com-

ing together to show we are all 
in the fight side-by-side, and it’s 
OK to ask for help.”

Narcisse says people in need 
of assistance can reach out to 
NAN Hope at nanhope.ca or 
1-844-626-4673 or the Kids 
Help Phone at 1-800-668-6868.

“There’s other resources also 
available on the NAN website so 
please visit us at nan.ca,” Nar-
cisse says. “Or if you or some-
one you know is in imminent 
danger, please call 911.”

Children’s Centre Thunder 
Bay, Dilico Anishinabek Fam-
ily Care and the Thunder Bay 
Catholic District School Board 
also held a gathering at the 
Waverly Park Bandstand in 
Thunder Bay to launch the new-

est version of the BeSafe app.
“Dilico Anishinabek Fam-

ily Care is pleased to be a sup-
porter of the BeSafe app,” says 
Michelle Bak, program man-
ager at Dilico Anishinabek Fam-
ily Care. “Youth that may be 
experiencing a mental health 
concern can just open up the 
app on their phone and review 
a number or resource that is 
available to them. There are 
even prompts within the app to 
assist youth in learning how to 
ask for help.”

Bak says youth are now con-
nected to technology and for 
the most part are very comfort-
able with using the BeSafe app 
and navigating it on their elec-
tronic devices.

“The BeSafe app provides 
an anonymous and non-judge-
mental way for youth to quickly 
see what local resources are 
available to them when they 
are experiencing thoughts of 
suicide or self harm,” Bak says. 
“With the use of the app, youth 
are able to self-develop a safety 
plan to maintain a proactive 
approach to personal safety. 
Their safety plan guides them 
towards wellness activities and 
connection to formal and infor-
mal supports. Our role as men-
tal health service providers is 
to ensure youth have the tools 
they need for timely access to 
supports that continues and 
ensures their continued well-
ness. Dilico Mental Health and 

Addiction Services continues 
to be available for all ages and 
we’re here to support wherever 
you may be on your healing 
journey.”

Katie Matthews, mental 
health lead at Thunder Bay 
Catholic District School Board, 
says the school board’s mental 
health professionals regularly 
use the app with their students 
to create safety plans and dis-
cuss local resources.

“The convenience of the app 
means youth will never be stuck 
without their safety plan, and 
ensures crisis resources are 
only a few clicks away at any 
time,” Matthews says. “Youth 
already use apps for most of 
their information and com-
munication needs, so having a 
youth friendly app makes sense. 
BeSafe is helping keep our 
youth safe in times of crisis.”

Angela Hill, program man-
ager at Children’s Centre Thun-
der Bay, says suicide rates are 
“very concerning,” adding that 
suicide, acts of suicide that 
lead to hospitalizations and the 
loved ones who have lost some-
one to suicide impact Cana-
dians of all ages and across all 
communities.

“Our men complete suicide 
at rates three times higher than 
others, women are hospitalized 
three times more often for sui-
cidal ideation and suicide is the 
second leading cause of death 
for youth,” Hill says. “For Indig-
enous youth, their rates are six 
times higher than other youth.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Dilico Anishinabek Family Care, Children’s Centre Thunder Bay and Thunder Bay Catholic District School 
Board representatives launched the newest version of the BeSafe safety planning mobile app on World 
Suicide Prevention Day, Sept. 10, at the Waverly Park Bandstand in Thunder Bay.
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WHEN THE TIME IS 
RIGHT TO MEET AGAIN

www.visitthunderbay.com/BringItHere

Bring it

HERE

TO  

THUNDER  

BAY!

Thunder Bay is built on the traditional lands of Fort William First 
Nation, signatory to the Robinson-Superior Treaty of 1850, and on 
historic Métis settlements.

We help you navigate through the process 
of hosting a meeting or convention with 
a number of support services at your 
disposal.

Apply for the CEDC MAT 
Event Fund for financial 
support (a minimum of 
25 rooms per night is 
required to be eligible): 
www.visitthunderbay.com/
EventFunding

Ka-Na-Chi-Hih Executive 
Director retires after 23 years
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Former Ka-Na-Chi-Hih Spe-
cialized Solvent Abuse Treat-
ment Centre executive direc-
tor Vince Simon is enjoying 
his retirement after retiring on 
June 30 after 23 years of ser-
vice.

“It’s been great so far — we 
moved back home to New 
Brunswick and we’ve been 
unpacking and fixing up the 
house,” Simon says. “We moved 
to Bouctouche, New Brunswick, 
we’re originally from Elsipog-
tog, so we’re about 20 minutes 
from our reserve.”

Simon says he wants to enjoy 
his active years with his wife, 
noting he is turning 71-years-
old.

“We’ll just be enjoying trav-
elling, visiting friends and fam-
ily,” Simon says. “All of our 
families are in New Brunswick.”

Simon says he started work-
ing at Ka-Na-Chi-Hih in Sep-
tember 1998.

“One of the goals was to 
stabilize the organization and 
then to find a new home for the 
centre,” Simon says. “When I 
started it was at the LPH (Lake-
head Psychiatric Centre), there 
was a wing that was leased 
out.”

Simon says they had initially 
bought some property outside 
of the city for recreation and 
culture programming.

“But then the board decided 
to put their building there, so 
we had to have it rezoned,” 
Simon says. “We had to present 
it to the community and we had 
to present it to the city, and it 
came about so the community 
stood up and said: ‘No, we don’t 
want a treatment centre in our 
backyard.’”

Simon says they received 
notice in 2004 that they had to 
vacate the LPH property within 
six months, but fortunately the 
current location came up for 
sale at that time.

“We didn’t have to get it 
rezoned because it was already 
zoned properly for our use,” 
Simon says. “We had it reno-
vated and in April 2005, that’s 
when Ka-Na-Chi-Hih moved in 
there.”

Simon says another one of 
his goals was to incorporate the 
organization, which was done 
in November 1999.

“It was for funding, we had to 
be incorporated under a board,” 
Simon says.

Simon says they were 
approached in 2019 to admin-
ister two new treatment pro-
grams in Sioux Lookout and 
Timmins.

“They’re the healing lodges 
for 12 to 17-year-olds,” Simon 
says.

Simon says there is also a 
need for a halfway house for 
clients who are completed their 
treatment at Ka-Na-Chi-Hih.

“We believe a halfway 
house will have all these other 
resources for them to help them 
get reestablished in society,” 
Simon says.

Simon says he has a lot of 
good memories from his time at 
Ka-Na-Chi-Hih.

“About five or six years ago 
there was a client who was 
about to graduate and … he 
made a Ka-Na-Chi-Hih lan-
yard using beads,” Simon says. 
“That’s been very valuable to 
me — I wear it on special occa-
sions involving Ka-Na-Chi-Hih, 
so that’s special. I’m going to be 
wearing it on Thursday (at his 
retirement celebration gather-
ing on Sept. 16).”

Simon says he appreciates 
the Ka-Na-Chi-Hih board for 
their faith and belief in him 
over the years.

“My wife and I still have our 
health and we want to be able 
to enjoy the rest of our lives 
among the other family mem-
bers who we’ve seen seldomly 
in the past 23 years,” Simon 
says.

Simon says he plans to do 
some consulting work for any 
organizations that need assis-
tance during his retirement 
years.

“I’ve built up a good network 
of resources,” Simon says. “I 
know a lot of people around the 
area here.”

submitted photo
Former Ka-Na-Chi-Hih Specialized Solvent Abuse Treatment Centre executive director Vince Simon is look-
ing forward to travelling and visiting family with his wife Sarah after retiring on June 30.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Ne-Chee Friendship 
Centre has launched a pop-up 
court for Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people in Kenora 
to address the challenges of 
attending court due to pan-
demic lockdown closures. The 
pop-up court will be held every 
Thursday until the courts fully 
reopen.

“We’ve been running it now 
for about a month,” says Patti 
Fairfield, executive director at 
Ne-Chee Friendship Centre, 
during an Aug. 24 phone inter-
view. “Our justice team saw the 
need for it just with what has 
been going on with COVID-19 
— people were really strug-
gling because the courts were 
not taking place in person, 
they were being done virtually 
so with access to technology 
difficulties, Internet reliabil-
ity, some people didn’t have 
enough minutes on their phone 
to be on court waiting for their 
matters to be dealt with or for 
their name to be called.”

Fairfield says the pop-up 
court idea was developed by 
two of the justice staff at the 
Ne-Chee Friendship Centre.

“It was a phenomenal idea 
and I certainly supported them 
in it,” Fairfield says. “We do 
it for first appearance and it’s 
every Thursday, running usu-
ally from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. We 
have a large screen that’s set 
up of access into the court 
through Zoom, and … it’s not 
only just about having access 

to the court’s virtually, it’s also 
about the support they are get-
ting from our staff. If they need 
Legal Aid and any referrals to 
other programs externally or 
within the friendship centre, 
our staff are there to support.”

Fairfield says the service 
is provided at the Ne-Chee 
Friendship Centre’s physically-
distanced event space, which 
is located through the main 
entrance at 326 2nd St. South.

“We have a sign outside on 
the days of the pop-up court,” 
Fairfield says. “We have the 
technology so people can come 
in and virtually attend their 
court here. A lot of people don’t 
even have the means to attend 
court virtually, and sometimes 
trying to navigate Zoom is not 
an easy thing.”

Fairfield says there has been 
“very positive feedback” from 
people who have used the ser-
vice to virtually attend court.

“Not only did they appreciate 
having the space to come and to 
be able to attend so they are not 
getting a bench warrant issued, 
but also just the support they 
are receiving from my justice 
staff,” Fairfield says. “Some-
times just to navigate the justice 
system generally even when we 
weren’t in COVID-19 times can 
be very difficult, so having the 
support of people and getting 
those connections to Legal Aid 
or whatever the case might be 
has been very helpful for them.”

Fairfield says the Ne-Chee 
Friendship Centre has 22 pro-
grams ranging from justice to 
health, employment and train-

ing, education and social ser-
vices.

“We cover right from pre-
birth to the elderly, so really 
it’s a holistic approach,” Fair-
field says. “When somebody is 
involved in justice, lots of times 
it’s not the crime they commit-
ted, it’s what caused them to 

commit the crime. We try to 
look at that through our com-
munity justice program, which 
is Restorative Justice. This way 
we can hook them up to sup-
ports, whether they need an 
Elder or a Cultural Resource 
Program, we have our (Indig-
enous) Healing and Wellness 

Program.”
Fairfield says the Ne-Chee 

Friendship Centre is “very 
unique.”“We’re a hub, and any-
thing we are unable to assist 
somebody with, then we make 
those referrals,” Fairfield says. 
“It’s important that all ser-
vice providers … are working 

together. What are we going 
to do, what are (we) bringing 
to the table to assist these indi-
viduals.”

Information about the Ne-
Chee Friendship Centre is 
posted online at: www.nechee.
org.
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INSPECTION
Inspection of NDMNRF - Approved Prescribed Burn Plan for 
Slash Pile Burning for Kenora Forest and Whiskey Jack Forest
The Ontario Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry 
(NDMNRF) invites you to inspect the NDMNRF-approved prescribed burn plan for slash pile 
burning that will be carried out in the Kenora Forest and the Whiskey Jack Forest (see map).

As part of our ongoing efforts to regenerate and protect Ontario’s forests, some recently 
harvested areas have been selected to be burned under the guidelines of the NDMNRF’s 
Prescribed Burn Manual. The prescribed burn will reduce the area covered in slash piles while 
increasing the area available for regeneration and reducing the fire hazard. The burn is 
scheduled for ignition between November 1, 2021 and February 15, 2022. 

The approved prescribed burn plan for slash pile burning, including specific locations  
and maps, is available electronically for public inspection by contacting Miisun Integrated 
Resource Management Company and on the Natural Resources Information Portal at  
https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online starting October 1, 2021 until March 31, 2022,  
when the Annual Work Schedule expires. 

Interested and affected persons and organizations can arrange a remote meeting with 
NDMNRF staff to discuss the prescribed burn plan. For more information, please contact:

Krista Prosser
Forest Technical Specialist
Ministry of Northern Development, Mines,  
  Natural Resources and Forestry
808 Robertson Street, Kenora, ON  P9N 3X8
tel: 807-407-9675
e-mail: krista.prosser@ontario.ca

Kurt Pochailo 
Forester
Miisun Integrated Resource Management Co.
510 Ninth Street North 
Kenora, ON  P9N 2S8
tel: 807-467-3351, ext. 2
e-mail: kurt.pochailo@miisun.ca

Ne-Chee Friendship Centre to hold pop-up court due to lockdowns



12 Wawatay News   SEPTEMBER 17, 2021    ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ 

 Community

Everyone Working Together to Raise Our Children
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Fort Albany’s Patrick Ether-
ington was honoured to be met 
by a group of Dennis Franklin 
Cromarty High School students 
when he completed his walk 
from Cochrane to the Sleep-
ing Giant near Thunder Bay on 
Sept. 7.

“When I got to the top, a bus 
showed up and these students 
from those northern communi-
ties came to visit me because 
the teacher who brought them 
had been aware of what I was 
doing,” says Etherington, who 
began his walk on Aug. 5. “They 
were there when I got to the top 
and I was just overwhelmed 
with how much it related to 
what it was that I was doing in 
regards to those graves and the 
message to the future genera-

tions.”
Etherington says it was 

“really beautiful” when he 
reached the lookout.

“It was really windy and it 
really started to rain,” Ethering-
ton says. “I went to the edge of 
(the lookout) where you could 
stand and it was beautiful, the 
wind.”

Etherington says he was 
prepared for doing the walk 
because he had already been 
walking twice a day for about 
two months before starting out.

“I had run into issues with 
physical health problems,” 
Etherington says. “So I began to 
take physical activity very seri-
ously.”

Etherington says decided to 
do the walk after the remains 
of the 215 children were dis-
covered during a survey of the 
grounds at the former Kam-

loops Indian residential school 
in B.C. in May.

“When the graves came into 
the news, into the picture of 
what was going on in regards 
to the issue of the Indian resi-
dential schools and what they 
became about, that’s when I 
started to continue walking and 
then I did this walk,” Ethering-
ton says.

Etherington says he walked 
on his own for about seven 
hours a day during the walk, 
but he had his vehicle with him 
to go back and forth to his base 
camp.

“When I had a place to stop 
(for the day) I needed to come 
back to where my base camp 
was,” Etherington says. “And 
people helped me out, to take 
me on to the spot where I 
stopped, and that’s where I was 
going to start that day.”

Etherington says he walked 
about 25 kilometres a day at the 
beginning of the walk but esca-
lated to about 30 or sometimes 
40 kilometres a day later in his 
walk.

“In the heat you had to ful-
fil your physical (needs) with 
regards to water and how you 
ate and what it is you ate and 
how many times you had to 
eat to feed your body,” Ether-
ington says. “And then when it 
came to rain, you had to time 
how long you were going to be 
out because of my age and in 
regards to how much I could 
handle.”

Etherington says doubts 
would begin to seep into his 
mind when he stopped for too 
long during the walk.

“A little pain coming through 
your ankles or under your feet 
and then you would create it 

in your mind: ‘It’s too painful, 
and it would almost take you 
away to say oh maybe I should 
take a break or maybe I will 
take a break,’” Etherington 
says. “That’s the mental (dis-
tractions) that would come in 
in regards to those little pains 
that would pop in and how they 
would take away your momen-
tum of walking.”

Etherington says he was 
overwhelmed with being alone 
during the walk.

“I would hear the traffic, I 
would see the traffic, I would 
see the trucks, I would see 
the vehicles, I would hear the 
honks but I would keep walk-
ing,” Etherington says. “And the 
more I walked, the more I got 
engulfed with the land.”

Etherington says he was 
reminded whenever he crossed 
the rivers during the first half 

of the walk that they pointed 
north to the communities that 
he came from.

“And I would get over-
whelmed thinking about the 
journeys that people used with 
those rivers,” Etherington says. 
“And when I came to Hearst, 
Calstock, Constance Lake area 
those rivers connected to the 
Albany River, and the Albany 
River drained all the way down 
to Fort Albany, my community 
where I was born and where I 
grew up. I got engulfed so much 
in memories and overwhelmed 
with so much to think about 
in regards to feelings towards 
missing my parents, to missing 
the fellow students that have 
gone on and then the connec-
tion to the three young men 
from that school before I came 
to residential school that were 
never found.”

Patrick Etherington walks to raise awareness about residential schools

submitted photos
Fort Albany’s Patrick Etherington completed his walk from Cochrane 
to the Sleeping Giant on Sept. 7 after an about 2,132 kilometre jour-
ney.
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Climate Justice Across the Lake Superior hosts online webinar
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

A virtual panel webinar on 
Climate Justice Across the Lake 
Superior Watershed and a nat-
ural inks and dyes workshop 
were featured at the Lake Supe-
rior Living Labs Network’s Cli-
mate Action Field School. The 
field school was held at four 
locations around Lake Superior, 
including Thunder Bay, Sault 
Ste. Marie, Houghton, Michigan 
and Duluth, Minnesota, from 
Aug. 21-27.

“I studied arts in university 
and I feel like that through 
arts there was a connection 
to land in any kind of practice 
of Anishinabe,” says Shelby 
Gagnon, an Aroland citizen 
with the Indigenous Food Cir-
cle, during her Aug. 25 presen-
tation at the virtual panel webi-
nar. “I started working at the 
Indigenous Foods Circle in 2019 
just after graduating — I found 
interconnectedness between 
land and food and land protec-
tion (in) so much of the work 
that I was doing in travelling to 
communities.”

Gagnon says one of the 
projects she worked on at the 
Indigenous Food Circle was the 
Understanding Our Food Sys-
tems project, which ran from 
2017-2020 through a partner-
ship with the Thunder Bay Dis-
trict Health Unit, Lakehead Uni-
versity and 14 First Nation com-
munities that surround Lake 
Superior and Lake Nipigon.

“We focused on food sover-
eignty and security, looking at 

sovereignty in the way that the 
more sovereign we are with our 
food, the more secure we are in 
the future,” Gagnon says. “We 
looked at self-determination 
within communities, reclaimed 
unhealthy relationships with 
the land and with communities. 
I think focusing a lot on that 
was healing within communi-
ties — colonialism took a toll 
on a lot of our people and our 
health in our communities in 
the way that we live with each 
other and the land.”

Gagnon says the project was 
also about helping to support 
the communities with their 
food sovereignty visions.

“In Whitesand First Nation 
with Roots to Harvest we went 
in to learn about harvesting 
food together as a community 
and (about) seed saving too, 
continuing that relationship to 
growing and being able to sus-
tainably and securely get your 
own seeds to grow from previ-
ous years,” Gagnon says. “I feel 
that climate action and justice 
is so connected to land and food 
and the ways that we always 
gathered and hunted food, and 
always looking at sustainable 
practices so we would always 
use the full animal.”

The virtual panel webinar 
also featured a keynote on Fairy 
Tales, Legends and Climate 
Justice by Chúk Odenigbo, a 
founding director with Future 
Ancestors Services, and presen-
tations by Candace Day Neveau, 
a Serpent River citizen and 
co-founder of the Baawaating 
Water Protectors, and Shadiya 

Aidid, with Fossil Free Lake-
head.

Betty Carpick, an interdis-
ciplinary artist whose mother 
was from South Indian Lake in 
Manitoba, delivered the natu-
ral inks and dyes workshop on 
Aug. 27.

“I did a project using natu-
ral inks from plants along the 
shoreline,” Carpick says, noting 
that she made inks from hare-
bell, tansy, goldenrod and blue-
berry. “I gather all the plants, 
take them apart and they’re 
kind of cooked and strained, so 
it’s quite a lengthy process. The 
youth didn’t take part in that 
ink making, but they did make 
ink with carbonized willow 
sticks.”

Carpick says they also added 
ingredients such as vinegar 
and borax to the inks, which 
changes the chemical nature of 
the ink.

“Inks are super fun to play 
with — it’s a slow meditative 
process to work with them 
because you have to be patient 
as they dry,” Carpick says. “So 
that’s why I like using them to 
work with people to think about 
how they can slow down and 
deepen their relationship. The 
inks are my way of communi-
cating in a kind of a less cum-
bersome way.”

Charles Levkoe, Canada 
Research Chair in Equitable 
and Sustainable Food Systems 
at Lakehead University and one 
of the organizers of the field 
school, says the idea of the field 
school was to bring together 
young adult climate leaders 

from across the Lake Superior 
watershed.

“For a lot of (the partici-
pants) this was really new to 
them — they’re either not from 
Thunder Bay or they were inter-
ested in climate change issues 
but hadn’t really done a lot, so 
I think a lot of the participants 
said this was just such a great 
kind of way to learn about not 

just the issues but also ground-
ing it in this place in meeting 
some of the organizations and 
different groups in the commu-
nities that are actively involved 
in the work,” Levkoe says. “I 
think people felt they were now 
connected with a community 
of people who were interested 
in this stuff. And the plan is to 
keep connecting people, this 

isn’t over, this Lake Superior 
Living Labs Network is a long-
term thing and we’re hoping to 
do another field school down 
the road — I’m hoping the par-
ticipants can actually help out 
with that.”

Information about the Lake 
Superior Living Labs Network is 
posted at: livinglabs.lakeheadu.
ca.

submitted photo
Indigenous artist Betty Carpick taught participants how to create inks and dyes from plants such as gold-
enrod during her Aug. 27 Marking Place with Natural Inks from Native Plants workshop at the Lake Supe-
rior Living Labs Network’s Climate Action Field School.
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CONNECTING 
COMMUNITIES 
TO QUALITY 
FOOD CHOICES

How Can We Help You?

Sysco is Canada’s largest foodservice distributor 
and we know how important food is to communities, 
from coast-to-coast-to-coast. 

WWe are committed to the Progressive Aboriginal 
Relations (PAR) certiication through the Canadian 
Council for Aboriginal Business supporting Indigenous 
communities and business owners. This is key to our 
purpose of connecting the world to share food and 
care for one another. 

Sysco.ca
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Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
(NAN) Grand Chief Derek Fox 
supports a plea for assistance 
issued today by Wunnumin 
Lake First Nation Chief Sam 
Mamakwa following a series of 
tragedies in the remote commu-
nity.

“Our community is under 
risk management to maintain 
community stability, but we 
require immediate and longer-
term support to help us with 
the psychological trauma and 
impacts on our entire commu-
nity,” said Chief Sam Mamakwa 
during a press conference in 
Thunder Bay. “It is critical that 
the appropriate mental health 
and other supports are provided 
as quickly as possible to stabi-
lize our community and help 
our citizens heal from these ter-
rible events. We are doing the 
best we can, but the people of 
Wunnumin need to know that 
more help is on the way.”

Wunnumin Lake Chief and 
Council are appealing to the 
provincial and federal govern-
ments for immediate interven-
tion and support following the 
sudden deaths of three com-
munity citizens over a 36-hour 
period.

Last week, a 20-year-old 
Wunnumin citizen fell from a 
communications tower located 
in the community, the cause of 
which is still under investiga-
tion. A youth who witnessed 
the incident later took his own 
life. Additionally, an Elder 
passed away while living in a 
long-term care facility away 
from the community without 
the family being informed until 
a day after his passing.

The nature and timeline of 
these losses have been trau-
matic to the entire community, 
which does not have access to 
appropriate mental health and 
counselling supports.

The leadership of Wunnumin 
Lake is asking the federal and 
provincial governments to:

· provide immediate mental 
health and intervention sup-
ports on an urgent basis;

· provide additional polic-
ing and security to support the 
community; and

· work with the community 
to establish dedicated mecha-
nisms, with capacity-building 
and resources, to empower the 
community to respond to simi-
lar emergencies in the future.

“We are very concerned for 
the welfare of the citizens of 
the Wunnumin Lake commu-
nity as they grieve these ter-
rible losses. Tragedies like this 
have devastating effects in our 
First Nations communities, and 
people often have nowhere to 
turn for help,” said Grand Chief 

Derek Fox. “We will do every-
thing we can to support the 
community and we look to our 
provincial and federal Treaty 
partners to respond immedi-
ately to Chief and Council’s 
requests for assistance.”

Community-driven, cultur-
ally appropriate, and timely 
mental health supports are crit-
ical to promote the well-being 
of community citizens strug-
gling to cope with the stress 
and anxiety the COVID-19 pan-
demic has created. Demand 
for counselling and mental 
wellness supports was already 
trending upward before the 
pandemic, and the demand for 
these services cannot be met by 
existing programming.

Likewise, it is unaccept-
able that Elders from Wun-
numin and remote First Nations 
across NAN territory must be 
displaced to long-term care 
homes in urban centres when 
they could be better cared for 
in their own communities near 

their families and friends. Wun-
numin leadership looks to the 
government of Canada and 
Ontario to explore the devel-
opment of culturally appropri-
ate long-term facilities in their 
community.

 Community

Annual General Meeting

Thursday, September 23, 2021
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CT

This year’s meeting will  
be held via Zoom webinar.  

Find out more, and watch the AGM  
live, on our website at www.slmhc.on.ca

Excellence Every Time

www.slmhc.on.ca @menoyawin

Soar Above Stigma  
Campaign launches to 
champion messages of 
kindness for Indigenous 
communities
Wawatay News

Today, more than ever First 
Nations people suffer in silence 
with the ongoing battle against 
stigmas that affect their lives 
and mental health daily.

Three Indigenous Health 
organizations: First Peoples 
Wellness Circle, Thunderbird 
Partnership Foundation, and 
the First Nations Health Manag-
ers Association have partnered 
with NationTalk to create the 
Soar Above Stigma Campaign. 

This campaign champions 
Kindness, Acceptance, Cul-
ture and Compassion for First 
Nations peoples across Turtle 
Island. The campaign has been 
created with the intention of 
easing the tension of stigma due 
to fears surrounding Covid-19, 
along with escalating mental 
health issues, and substance 
abuse due to addictions. By 
sharing Indigenous voices and 
perspectives the campaign aims 
to propel Indigenous values 
of hope, belonging, meaning, 
and purpose. Together, these 
organizations formed the Soar 
Above Stigma campaign to sup-
port our communities when 
they need it most.

Research shows that when 
we are isolated, we experience 
more depression, anxiety, lone-
liness and physical ailments 
than when we are surrounded 
by a caring community. Many 
individuals avoid seeking treat-
ment or support with managing 
mental health or addictions due 
to fear of being discriminated 
against and stigmatized. Dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we have all had to follow self-
isolation protocols, creating a 
larger gap between the shame 
that silences us and the love 
and support from the people in 
our lives. 

This shame makes us more 
susceptible to stigma from indi-
viduals in our communities, 
the campaign seeks to address 
these issues at a grassroots 
level. 

Social distancing measures 
have forced many of us to live 
a large portion of our lives vir-
tually and with so much uncer-
tainty, it is no wonder there 
is unfiltered fear, anger and 
misinformation being shared 
on social media and other plat-
forms. 

Unfortunately, living with 
mental illness or addictions 
increases your vulnerability to 
the health impacts of the Covid-
19 pandemic, including loss of 
social connection, greater anxi-

ety, fear, and isolation, creating 
a vicious cycle.

So, what happens when one 
in three Indigenous peoples 
face challenges with mental 
wellness?

The most serious conse-
quence has been an increase in 
mortality of Indigenous peoples 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
including death by suicide. 
This is an agonizing fact. No 
one deserves to be shamed into 
dying alone. Soar Above Stigma 
unites First Nations across the 
nation by recognizing that we 
truly need each other in order 
to alleviate the challenges we 
are facing.

By sharing stories, inter-
views, images and videos of 
brave First Nations that have 
battled with mental illnesses 
and substance use disorders, 
Soar Above Stigma shatters 
the shame that fuels stigma. 
It’s never easy to share your 
story and it is a privilege to 
have the opportunity to listen 
to another’s story. How do we 
demonstrate Kindness, Accep-
tance, Culture and Compassion 
to each other in order to prime 
ourselves for stories that will 
make us wiser? Soar Above 
Stigma reminds us that we are 
not alone. 

The campaign steers Indig-
enous communities to consider 
the ways that finding mean-
ing, belonging, purpose and 
hope heals trauma and allows 
us to listen and be listened to. 
Sharing the stories of Seren-
ity, Audrey, Harvey and Chevi 
is deeply rewarding because 
they shed light into a dark place 
and having a dark place makes 
us human. By coming together 
with others and taking care of 
spirit through our connection to 
the land and our cultural teach-
ings and traditional medicines, 
we recover. 

We heal. There is light at the 
end of the tunnel. The heroes 
who share their stories in the 
Soar Above Stigma inspire and 
empower us to speak up against 
stigma in our communities and 
take care of ourselves and each 
other.

The campaign outreach 
team will work with Indigenous 
media partners nationally to 
use radio and TV commercials, 
and print advertising to support 
the messages. There will also 
be an extensive social media 
and digital campaign with the 
#soarabovestigma. The web-
site can be found here: soar-
abovestigma.ca.

Wunnumin Lake leaders call for 
assistance following tragedies
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 BusinessINSPECTION
NDMNRF-Approved Forest Management Plan Inspection 
Kenogami Forest 2021 – 2031 Forest Management Plan
The Ontario Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF), 
Ne-Daa-Kii-Me-Naan Inc. and the Geraldton Area Natural Resources Advisory Committee (GANRAC) 
would like to advise you that the 2021 – 2031 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Kenogami 
Forest has been approved by the NDMNRF Regional Director and is available for inspection.

The Planning Process

The FMP takes approximately three years to complete. During this time, five formal opportunities 
for public and First Nation and Métis community involvement are provided. The fourth opportunity 
(Stage Four) for this FMP occurred on April 20, 2021 – June 21, 2021 when the public was invited to 
review and comment on the draft FMP. 

This ‘Stage Five’ notice is to advise you that the NDMNRF-approved FMP, including the 
supplementary documentation, and FMP summary are available electronically for inspection  
for the 10-year duration of the FMP through the office of the sustainable forest licensee and  
on the Natural Resources Information Portal at https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online.

Interested and affected persons and organizations can arrange a remote meeting with NDMNRF 
staff with the Geraldton NDMNRF area office to discuss the approved FMP.

For further information, please contact:

Charlotte Bourdignon, R.P.F.
Management Forester 
NDMNRF Geraldton Field Office 
208 Beamish Ave. West
PO Box 640, Geraldton, ON  P0T 1M0
tel: 807-854-1826
e-mail: charlotte.bourdignon@ontario.ca

Deanna Hoffman, R.P.F.
Ne-Daa-Kii-Me-Naan Inc. 
1-101 King Street 
2nd Floor
Longlac, ON  P0T 2A0
tel: 807-854-8766
e-mail: dhoffman@nedaak.ca

Evan Armstrong or  
James McPherson
GANRAC
c/o NDMNRF Geraldton  
  Field Office 
208 Beamish Ave. West
P.O. Box 640 
Geraldton, ON  P0T 1M0

The approved FMP will be available for the 10-year period of the FMP at the same locations  
listed above.

Stay Involved

Further information on how to get involved in forest management planning and to better 
understand the stages of public consultation please visit:

https://www.ontario.ca/document/participate-forest-management-ontario/how-get-involved-
forest-management

The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) is 
collecting your personal information and comments under the authority provided by the Forest 
Management Planning Manual, 2020 approved by regulation under Section 68 of the Crown Forest 
Sustainability Act, 1994. Any personal information you provide (home and/or email address, name, 
telephone number, etc.) may be used and shared between NDMNRF and/or Ne-Daa-Kii-Me-Naan Inc.  
to contact you regarding comments submitted. Your comments will become part of the public 
consultation process and may be shared with the general public. Your personal information may 
also be used by the NDMNRF to send you further information related to this forest management 
planning exercise. If you have questions about the use of your personal information, please contact 
Marie Parsons at 807-887-5012. 

Renseignements en français : Nicole Gross au 807 853-1596

To book your ad contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura,  Phone: 807 622-6000  |  Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca

ᑲᔾᓫᐊ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ 
ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐨ 
ᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓇᐣ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᐊᐧᔾᐟᓴᐣᐟ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᐅᒋᐨ 
ᑲᔾᓫᐊ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫ ᓇᓇᑲ 
ᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᐃᐧᐣ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᐃᒪ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ ᐅᒋᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫ ᐅᒪ  
www.AnishinaabeEssen-
tialCo.ca.

“ᐃᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐃᓀᑕᒪᐣ 
ᒋᒪᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᐅᒋ 
ᑲᑫᐧᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐣ ᓂᑐᑕᑲᓀᓯᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐁᑭᐱᐊᐧᓂᑐᔭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. “ᑲᐱᐅᐱᑭᔭᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑐᒋᑭᑫᑕᓯᐣ ᐣᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐣᑕᓂᐱᒥ ᑭᑫᑕᐣ 
ᐣᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐱᒥᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ 
ᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓇᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓄᑯᑦ 
ᐣᑎᔑᑲᐯᐡ ᐱᐠᑕᐧᕑᐃᔭ, ᐱᓯ 
- ᐣᐱᑕᔑᐅᐱᐠ ᐅᒪ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
1995, ᔕᑯᐨ ᓂᑲᑫᐧᑭᐁᐧ 
ᑕᓱᓇᓂᔓᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᐱᒥᓄᓭᓂ 

ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᑕᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᑲᑭᒪᒋᑐᐸᐣ ᐃᒪ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ 
ᒋᐅᒋᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐨ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ 
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᐣᐱᓯᑦ 2020.

“ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 
ᐣᑲᑫᐧᑭᑫᑕᓇᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᔕ ᑲᑭᐱᔑ 
ᑲᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ, ᔕᑯᐨ 
ᐊᔕ ᐣᑕᓂᑲᐡᑭᑐᐣ ᑫᑐᑕᒪᐣ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. “ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᓂᐱᒥᑐᑕᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓂᔕᐦᐊᒪᐣ 
ᐣᑕᑕᐊᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᓇᑌᐠ ᔕᑯᐨ 
ᐃᐧᐸᐨ ᓂᐃᐧᑲᑫᐅᓇᑐᐣ ᓂᓂᑯ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐅᓀᑕᒪᐣ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐅᑭᐅᓀᑕᓇᐸᐣ 

ᒋᒪᒋᑐᐨ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐃᐧᐅᒋ 
ᑭᑕᑭᒪᐨ ᐅᑯᒪᐣ, ᐁᑭᒥᓂᑯᐸᐣ 
ᐃᐧᓱᐃᐧᓂ ᐊᐧᐊᐧᐡᑫᔑᑫᐧ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐁᐅᒋᐊᔑᑎᓇᑭᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᓴᑭᑐᐨ 
ᑲᒪᓯᓇᑭᓯᑫᐨ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐃᒪ 
ᐃᓇᑭᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᑭᓀᐧᐡ 
ᐣᑭᑕᔑᐊᐧᐊᐧᓀᑕᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᑫᐃᓀᑭᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ, ᐁᑭᐃᓀᑕᒪᐣ 
ᐁᐧᓴ ᒥᑕᐦᐃ ᐁᐃᓇᑭᑕᒪᑫᔭᐣ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒥᓇ ᒋᓇᓇᑲᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐣ 
ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᐱᒪᓄᑲᑕᒪᐣ ᑲᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᑐᑲᐣ ᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᐣ ᑲᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ,” 
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. “ᑫᑲᐟ ᑲᑭᓇ 
ᑲᐊᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᐃᒪ ᓂᑭᐅᑎᓇᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᒪᒪᓯᓇᑭᓴᒪᐣ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᑲᓂᐸᐣᑭᔑᒧᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᐠ 
ᐸᑲᐣ ᑫᑯᐣ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐣ 
ᑲᑭᒪᓯᓇᑭᓴᒪᐣ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᑲᐯᐦᐃ 

ᐅᑭᐱ ᐸᐸᒧᑐᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᑭᓯᑲᓂ 
ᑲᐱᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧᐨ.

“ᑲᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᓂᑭᐱᒪᒪᓯᓇᑭᓴᓇᐣ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᓂᑭᐅᒋᒪᒥᓇᑐᓇᐣ 
ᐊᑯᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᑌᐱᓇᒪᐸᐣ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᐠ 
ᐊᐱᐣ ᓂᐅᔕᑊ ᑲᑕᓱᔭᑭᐃᐧᓀᔭᐣ,” 

ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. 
“ᓂᓂᑯ ᓂᑭᐅᓀᑕᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᑫᔭᓂᐊᐃᔑᒪᒋᔭᐣ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᑕᓂᑭᑫᑕᐣ 

ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᓂᑫᒪᒋᐨ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᐱᐣ 
ᐅᑕᔑᑎᓇᓇᐣ ᐃᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒪᒋᐨ.

“ᑲᐊᑕᒥᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑯ 
ᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᒥᓄᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐃᔑᒪᒋᐊᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. 
“ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᒥᔑᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ 
ᐁᒋᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᐸᑭ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᒧᐃᐧᓂ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᔑᑫᐧᐠ 

ᑲᐅᒋᓂᑕᐊᑕᒪᑲᓄᐠ ᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᓂ 
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᐧᑲ ᐊᐧᓂᔑᐣ, ᑲᐯᐦᐃ 
ᐅᒪ ᐊᔭ ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓇᐠ ᑲᐅᔑᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐃᔑᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌ.

“ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᐁᐅᒋ 
ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐦᐃᑎᓇᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᔑᐱᑲᐧᓇᐠ 
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. “ᐣᑕᔭᐊᐧᒥᓇᐣ 
ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᐁᑭᐃᔑᓇᑯᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᓱᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᓄᑯᑦ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ. ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑭᐊᐸᒋᑐᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᐱᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ 
ᑲᐱᓯᒧᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᔕ ᐁᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᐣ 
ᒋᓀᐧᑕᒪᐧᑕᒪᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᐃᐧᐣ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᑲᔦ ᐅᑕᓂ 

ᐅᔑᑐᓇᐣ ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ 
ᒥᓂᑲᐧᑲᓇᐣ ᒋᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐃᐧᑲ ᐊᐧᓂᔑᐣ, ᑲᐯᐦᐃ ᐅᒪ ᐊᔭ 
ᒋᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ.

“ᐯᔑᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ ᐣᑭᐊᑕᒥᐠ 
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. 
“ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᑭᓯᓭᓂ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᐁᐧ 
ᑲᑭᐊᑕᒥᔑᐨ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ 

ᑲᒪᓯᓇᑭᑌᓂᐠ ᐅᑌᐦᐁᒥᓇᐣ 
ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑲᐣ 
ᐊᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᑯᒪᐣ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᓂᑕᒥᒋᐨ.

“ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᑭᑕᑭᒪᐠ ᐃᒪ 
ᐃᓀᑫ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ.
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᑎᓀᑕᐣ 

ᐁᑭᐁᐧᑌᐱᓇᑭᐣ ᐅᑐᐣᒋᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᐱᒥᑭᑫᑕᑭᐣ ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᐣ.

“ᓂᐸᑯᓭᑕᐣ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐣᑎᔑᒪᒋᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᔭᓂᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐅᒪ ᐊᐧᑲᐦᐃ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂ 
ᐊᐦᑭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ. 
“ᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐊᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑕᑲᐧᐠ 
ᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᐣ, ᐁᑲ ᑲᑕᐨ 
ᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᒪᐡᑭᑭᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ 
ᒥᓂᑫᐧᐃᐧᐣ, ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ 
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐸᐣ.”
ᐠᐊᐧᐣᑎᐯᐣᐢ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐁᐧᑎ 

ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐊᔭᐨ ᐊᑕᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᓂ 
ᒥᓇ ᐃᒪ ᒋᑕᔑᐅᔑᑐᐨ 
ᑭᑭᐡᑭᑲᓇᐣ ᑫᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐨ.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Whitesand’s Kyla 
Kwandibens is selling a variety 
of contemporary fashionable 
streetwear and other items 
with her own artwork designs 
through her online business at 
www.AnishinaabeEssentialCo.
ca.

“Mainly why I started my 
company was because I wanted 
to have a better connection to 

my culture because I lost all of 
that,” Kwandibens says. “I grew 
up without knowing my culture 
and I am learning my language 
through the artworks I create 
in contemporary fashionable 
streetwear. Right now I’m liv-
ing in Victoria, B.C. — I grew 
up here in 1995, but I do try to 
go back home every couple of 
years.”

Kwandibens says her busi-
ness has been “pretty good” 
since she launched the website 
in December 2020.

“I’m just trying to do some 
more marketing skills that I’ve 
learned in the past couple of 
months, but it’s getting a lot 
better,” Kwandibens says. “I’m 
currently doing drop shipping 
but I would like to get my own 
system set up here pretty soon.”

Kwandibens decided to 
start up the business to hon-
our her grandmother, who 
had gifted her with the name 
Wawakeshikwe (Deer woman), 
and is incorporating Anishi-
nabemowin words and her love 
of photography into the busi-
ness.

“For the pricing, it took me a 
really long time to try to figure 
that part out, for instance am 
I charging too much, but then 
you have to take into consid-
eration the time you are doing 
the designs and what type of 
clothing it is,” Kwandibens 
says. “Most of the designs are 
from my own photography, so it 

would be like a sunset or (other 
image) digitally enhanced or 
made into something different.”

Kwandibens says she always 
had a camera since she was 
young.

“I was always taking pictures, 
I was always trying to edit since 
I had a computer, which was 
since I was 14,” Kwandibens 
says. “It was just about creating 
my own style for things.”

Kwandibens says she usually 
envisions her designs and then 
adds a word that will go with 
the design.

“(Customers) usually say 
it’s beautiful, they love my art-
work,” Kwandibens says. “And 
most of the people are really 
excited to learn some (Anishi-
nabemowin).”

Kwandibens says one of her 
best sellers has been the Never 
Lost, Always Here sweater 
design, which features the 
words spelt out in Anishi-
nabemowin syllabics.

“This is our awareness 
sweater for Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women and 
Girls,” Kwandibens says. “We 
have that in different styles and 
that seems to be our best seller 
right now. I have just started 
recently using syllabics in the 
past couple of months because 
I can now translate the (Anishi-
nabemowin) words into those.”

Kwandibens is also mov-
ing into a range of accessories, 
including water bottles with the 

Never Lost, Always Here design.
“So far I’ve had one customer 

for that,” Kwandibens says. 
“And it turned out pretty well 
according to the customer.”

Kwandibens says the straw-
berry part of her company logo 
was her grandmother’s favou-
rite snack.

“So I wanted to honour her in 
that sense,” Kwandibens says.

Kwandibens says she feels 
that she is reconnecting with 
her identity and roots through 
the learning of her culture and 
language.

“My hopes are that my brand 
will reach more communities 
throughout the Native country,” 
Kwandibens says. “My dream is 
to show people there is a better 
way of life, free of drugs and 
alcohol — a life our Anishinabe 
ancestors used to live.”

Kwandibens says her future 
goal is to have her own shop 
and to do the prints on her 
clothing.

 Business

INSPECTION
Inspection of NDMNRF - Approved Prescribed Burn Plan for Slash 
Pile Burning for Red Lake Forest
The Ontario Ministry of Northern 
Development, Mines, Natural Resources 
and Forestry (NDMNRF) invites you to 
inspect the NDMNRF-approved prescribed 
burn plan for slash pile burning that will  
be carried out in the Red Lake Forest  
(see map).

As part of our ongoing efforts to 
regenerate and protect Ontario’s forests, 
some recently harvested areas have been 
selected to be burned under the guidelines 
of the NDMNRF’s Prescribed Burn Manual. 
The prescribed burn will reduce the area 
covered in slash piles while increasing 
the area available for regeneration and 
reducing the fire hazard. The burn is 
scheduled for ignition between  
November 1, 2021 and March 15, 2022. 

The approved prescribed burn plan for 
slash pile burning, including specific 
locations and maps, is available 
electronically for public inspection  
by contacting Red Lake Forest 
Management Company Ltd. and on the 
Natural Resources Information Portal at 
https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/fmp-online 
until March 31, 2022, when the Annual 
Work Schedule expires. 

Interested and affected persons and organizations can arrange a remote meeting with NDMNRF staff to 
discuss the prescribed burn plan. For more information, please contact:

Mark Zhang, R.P.F.
Management Forester, 
Ministry of Northern Development, Mines,  
  Natural Resources and Forestry
Red Lake District Office
P.O. Box 5003, Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-727- 2575
e-mail: mark.zhang@ontario.ca

Robert Partridge, R.P.F.
General Manager
Red Lake Forest Management Company Ltd.
P.O. Box 1338, Red Lake, ON  P0V 2M0
tel: 807-728-3832
e-mail: redlakeforest@gmail.com

Renseignements en français: Michele Kan, aménagiste forestier au DNMRNF, 807 728-2278,  
michele.kan@ontario.ca.

Onen’to:kon Healing Lodge, 
Kanehsatake Mohawk Territory, QC

Looking for an Executive Director, 

Salary $67,518 - $86,718. Excellent benefits. 

Download the full application package 

www.onentokon.com or email charleen@

planitkahnawake.ca for more information.

Employment Opportunity

GENERATION PGM LTD. www.genmining.com

News Brief
Country Foods at Marathon

As part of our ongoing commitment to protecting 
the environment and the health and safety of our 
local communities, Generation PGM Inc. (GenPGM) 
will undertake a Country Foods Monitoring 
Program.

Country Foods are de�ned as any food that is 
collected from the land and includes berries, 
moose, �sh, and other local plants and animals. The 
Project is not predicted to have any impact to 
Country Foods, but we plan to monitor these foods 
throughout operations to ensure they remain safe.

We are interested in learning more about 
how you collect Country Foods.

If you are interested in answering these 
questions or if you would like to share some 
samples of Country Foods you have locally 

harvested, please reach out to us!
Contact us at : comments@genpgm.com

 When and where do you harvest country foods?
 Which country foods would be good to monitor 
on an ongoing basis? 
 How often do you eat country foods and how 
much do you usually eat?

Kyla Kwandibens launches online business

submitted photos
Anishinaabe Essential Co. owner Kyla Kwandibens is selling a range 
of clothing and other items featuring her designs through her online 
business at www.AnishinaabeEssentialCo.ca.
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  Business Directory

Information About Health, Healing & Family Violence 
For Aboriginal Communities In Ontario

1-800-669-2538 | www.za-geh-do-win.com

105-229 Pearl St.
P.O. Box 10175

Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 6T7

HERMAN HANSCHKE
herman@safeguardthunderbay.com

Business Printing
Computer Services
Filing Systems
Promotional Materials
Personal Protective Equipment

Tel:  (807) 344-2983
Toll-Free: 1-877-544-2983

Cell:  (807) 627-6414
Fax:  (807) 344-1581

Business Systems by Herman Hanschke  

Ask us about our new and improved apparel decoration services!

Contact our Sales Representative:

Tom Scura,  Phone: 807 622-6000   

Fax: 807 622-6010

toms@wawatay.on.ca

Book your Wawatay News ad today!
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 Cartoons

Celebrating the rich and resilient history 
of Indigenous peoples and working to 
co-create a better future through 
Reconciliation.

 

@nwmocanada

/company/nwmocanada

www.nwmo.ca/IndigenousKnowledge
Learn more by visiting: 
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You can register and vote at your polling 
station on election day if you:
• are a Canadian citizen
• are at least 18 years old
• prove your identity and address

Check your voter information card to find out 
where and when you can vote.

Are you planning to vote?

2 metres

2 m

Your health and safety is our priority.
At your polling station, poll workers will be wearing masks. 

There will also be:

When you go to vote, don’t forget:

Hand sanitizer 
stations

Wear a mask

Clear physical 
distancing markers 

Only one poll worker per desk 
behind a plexiglass barrier 

Practice physical 
distancing by staying at least 

two metres away from 
voters and poll workers

We will provide you with a 
single-use pencil to mark 

your ballot, or you can bring 
your own pen or pencil

If you think you have COVID-19, follow your local health authority’s guidelines and stay home. 
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