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Blending Tradition with Technology

NAN focused on flattening COVID-19 
curve to keep communities safe
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler stressed 
the importance of keeping focused 
on flattening the curve of the COVID-
19 global pandemic during his May 
5 update on the Wawatay Radio Net-
work.

“I just want to start off by acknowl-
edging the loss of one of the Elders 
from Mistissini on the Quebec Cree 
side due to COVID-19,” Fiddler says. “I 
was able to reach the Grand Chief Abel 
Bosum this morning just to express our 
support and our condolences on behalf 
of NAN (Nishnawbe Aski Nation) to 
the Quebec Cree Nation on the loss of 
one of their Elders. It is a reminder for 
all of us that even though the numbers 
of new cases may be levelling off in 
the north, we still need to be vigilant 
in our communities to keep our com-
munities healthy and safe, especially 
our Elders.”

Fiddler says the Elders are the most 
vulnerable citizens of the community.

“We need to make sure we do every-
thing we can to protect them in the 
days and weeks ahead,” Fiddler says. 
“Even though we may have heard the 
news about provincial governments 
looking at reopening their economy 
or their province, for example here in 
Ontario over the last few days where 
Premier Doug Ford has announced 
what they call the framework to 
reopen the province, we still need to 

maintain all the measures that we put 
into place in our communities over 
these last five or six weeks, including 
travel restrictions or limiting travel into 
our communities.”

Fiddler says people who need medi-
cal attention or who have medical 
appointments are being allowed to 
travel and the supply of essential goods 
is being allowed into the communities.

“But in terms of people travelling for 
holidays or the weekend or travelling 
from community to community, we’re 
saying that is not recommended,” Fid-
dler says. “We still need to stay in our 
homes and to maintain physical dis-
tancing in our communities. We can-
not have large gatherings in our com-
munities or the stores or in church or 
at community halls or workplaces.”

Fiddler says this is a “really good 
time” for families and hunters to go out 
on the land to harvest the migratory 
birds.

“We’re just reminding people that 
although you may be out on the land, 
you still need to follow the guidelines 
that are set in place by public health 
officials,” Fiddler says. “For example, if 
you are not feeling well you should not 
go out to the land.”

Fiddler says anyone who has symp-
toms of COVID-19 should call the nurs-
ing station.

“Don’t just show up there at their 
door,” Fiddler says. “They’re going to 
walk you through the process of what 
you need to do to protect your health 

but also just as importantly the health 
of your family that are living with you 
in your home.”

Fiddler also spoke about an issue 
raised by many of the NAN chiefs 
about First Nation citizens who are liv-
ing in urban centres such as Thunder 
Bay, Timmins, Cochrane and Sioux 
Lookout.

“We need to make sure their needs 
are being met as well, whether it’s 
food, essential supplies, cleaning sup-
plies,” Fiddler says. “We’ve done a lot 
of outreach with the Friendship Cen-

tre and groups like the Ontario Native 
Women’s Association and other part-
ners to make sure we have access to 
our citizens that live in these urban 
centres to make sure they have the 
supports they need. We’re making 
sure they have the supplies they may 
require for themselves, especially for 
their children. That is something that 
is a real priority for us during this time 
just to make sure our youth, our chil-
dren are safe in their homes.”

NAN also posts COVID-19 updates 
and resources at nancovid19.ca/.

NAN mourns passing 
of Chief Celia Echum

Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) 
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler, on behalf 
of the Executive Council, sends heart-
felt condolences to the family, friends 
and community of Ginoogaming First 
Nation following the sudden passing of 
Chief Celia Echum:

“We are very saddened to learn of 
the passing of our dear friend Celia 
Echum.  Her sudden death comes as 
a shock to all of us, and words cannot 
capture the grief that we share with 
her family, friends, and the Ginoogam-
ing and Matawa communities.  Celia 
believed in a better future for her com-
munity and the people of NAN. She 
made tremendous efforts to improve 
her community and strengthen our 
Nation, and her leadership and friend-
ship will be greatly missed by all of us.  
While our ability to grieve together 
physically is limited during this time, 
we want the community to know that 
we join them in prayer, and we will 
find other ways to offer comfort to the 
family.” 

Celia Echum worked in her commu-
nity’s administration and served as a 
Councillor for more than 25 years. She 
was first elected as Chief in 2007 and 
was elected to her seventh consecu-
tive term in August 2019. Her husband, 
Gabriel Echum, a long-serving Chief 
and Councillor, passed away in 2013.

As Chief, Celia was the driving force 
behind the ongoing Ginoogaming First 
Nation Treaty Land Entitlement (TLE) 
Claim that will see the governments of 
Ontario and Canada provide land and 
financial compensation for lands owed 
to the community under Treaty No. 9.

ᐊᐧ  ᐃᐧ ᒪ ᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭ ᑭ ᐊᐧ ᐊᐧ  ᐅ ᑭᐃᐧ ᐃᐧ ᐊᐧ
ᐃ  ᐃ

ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐅᑭᐸᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐅᒋ 
ᑲᑎᐯᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᑭᐃᐧᒥᓂᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ 
ᒋᒪᓇᑌᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ 
ᑲᔭᐡ ᑲᑭᐱᑕᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᑭᒥᐊᐧᐨ 
ᓇᐣᑕ ᐅᑎᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂ ᐊᐦᑭᒥᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᐁᑲ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᒪᐠ ᐁᑭᐁᐧ ᒥᑲᐊᐧᓱᒥᐁᐧᔭᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᓂᓇᐱᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒥᐣ ᐊᔕ 
ᒥᔑᓄᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᒋ ᑲᐯᔑᐣᑕᒪᑭᐣ 
ᓂᑕᑭᒥᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐱᒥᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᒥᐣ 
ᓂᑕᑭᐃᐧ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᔭᑲᐧᑌᐠ ᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧ 
ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓂᑲᓂ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐊᔕ ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᓂᐸᑭᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒋᔭᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᐸᑕᑭᐣ 
ᓄᐱᒪᑲᒥᑯᐣ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ 
ᐃᒪ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᑕᑕᔑᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐸᐣ 
ᒥᔑᓇᐧ ᑭᒋᒥᑕᓱᒥᑕᓇᑕᓱᔭᐃᐧᐣ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐳᕑᓂᐣ ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐢ.
ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ ᐅᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣ 

ᐅᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐁᓂᔓᐸᑭᑭᓂᑲᓀᔭᓂᐠ 
ᓂᑭᐱᓯᑦ ᐊᐧᐊᐧᑌ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᐠ 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓇ ᐃᒪ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ 
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐅᒪ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑭᐃᔑ 

ᐊᔭᑭᓀᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ.   
“ᐅᐁᐧ ᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ, 

ᑲᓄᒋᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᔑᐅᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧᐃᐧᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᑭᒥᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ 
ᐢᑕᐣ ᐯᕑᑎ, ᑲᐱᒥᐊᔭᒥᑕᒪᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐅᓇᔓᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑭᐱ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ 
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓄᐃᐧ, ᑭᐱ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓄᐃᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑭᐱᐅᑭᒪᑲᓄᐃᐧ. “ᑭᐱ ᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᑫᐊᐧᐠ 
ᐁᐱᐊᓂᒧᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᐊᓄᑭ 
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᔕᑯᐨ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂ ᑲᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ ᒋᑲᓄᑕᒧᐊᐨ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐁᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ, ᒋᐊᑯᑐᔭᐠ 
ᑭᑫᐧᐦᐅᐣ, ᒋᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓇᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐱᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓂ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ, ᐃᐡᑯᑌᐃᐧᔭᐱᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐱᓂᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂ ᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐊᓯᓂᐃᐧᒥᑲᓇ ᐅᐁᐧᑎ ᒋᐱᑕᑕᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᐦᑭ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐦᑭᑲᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐅᐣᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ 
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧᐃᐧᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐃᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ.”
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ 

ᑭᒋᐃᐧᐣᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑎᐯᐣᑕᐠ ᐅᑕᑭᑦ 
ᐃᑭᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ ᑲᐯᐦᐃ 
ᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᑫ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᐁᐧᐨ 

ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋ ᐯᔕᐧᐸᒥᑎᒪᑲᓂᐠ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐃᐁᐧᓂ 
ᐅᒋ ᐊᐦᑭ, ᓂᐱ, ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ ᐅᑎᓂᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑲᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑫᒪᑲᑭᐣ 
ᑲᐅᒋᐱᐣᑎᑫᓭᓂᑭᐣ ᑲᐃᑯ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᒪᑲᓂᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐅᒋ ᐸᑫᓯᓂᐠ ᐅᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧ 
ᐊᐦᑭᒥᐊᐧ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐯᑭᐡ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑌᓂᐠ ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ 
ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒥᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᑭᐣ ᐅᑕᔓᑕᒪᑯᐃᐧ 
ᐅᓇᑯᓂᑲᓇᐣ, ᑲᑭᒋᓇᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒥᓇ ᑲᐱᒥᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᒥᓄᓭᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ.

“ᐊᔕ 12 ᑕᓱᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑭᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌ ᐊᐧᑌᓂᑲᓂᔭᑊ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ - ᐁᑲᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᓂᑭᑫᑕᓯᐣ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᐊᔕ ᐁᐱᒋᐡᑲᒪᑲᓄᑫᐧᐣ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᐱᒥᐊᓂᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᒥᓇ 
ᒋᑭᐱ ᐊᓂᒧᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓄᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ 
ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᑲᒥᐠ ᑲᐃᔑᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᑭᒥᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᐡ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ 
ᐅᑭᒪᐅᓂᐠ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓀᓯᑲᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ 
ᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᕑᑎ. 
“ᓂᑕᓀᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᒥᐣ ᑕᐡ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ 
ᐅᒪ ᑲᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧᐃᐧᓯᔭᐠ ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ 
ᐊᐦᑭ ᐁᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᒋᔭᓂᑲᑲᓄᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᔭᓂᓯᓭᑫᐧᐣ 

ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂᔑ ᑭᒋᒪᒋᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ. 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᓂᑎᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᒥᐣ, ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 
ᓂᐱᒥᐃᐧᑐᒥᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᐊᓂᑫ ᓇᑲᑕᒪᑯᔭᐠ 
ᒋᐱᒧᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ, ᑭᒪᐣᑐ ᒥᓂᑯᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, 
ᒋᑲᓄᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᐸᑯᓭᑕᒪᐠ 
ᒋᔭᓂᓯᓭᐠ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐧᑎ 
ᑫᔭᓂᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᓂᐊᔭᓂᑫ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᐯᕑᑎ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᕑᐃᑎ 9 

ᐊᐦᑭ ᐊᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᐁᑭᔑᐱᓯᐠ ᐅᒪ 
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ.

“ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᑲᑭᒧᒋ ᐃᓀᑕᓯᒥᐣ 
ᑲᑭᓇ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒋᔭᓂᒥᓄᓭᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᑫᔭᓂᐊᔭᓂᑫ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᓂᑲᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᕑᑎ. “ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ 
ᑕᐡ ᒋᑭᒪᒥᑲᐊᐧᓱᒥᐁᐧᔭᐠ ᒥᓯᐁᐧᑲᒥᐠ, 
ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐠ, ᑲᓇᑕ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ 
ᐅᑭᒪᐠ, ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐁᐱᒥᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ 
ᑭᑕᑭᒥᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐦᑭᑲᐠ ᑲᐅᑎᓂᒪᑲᑭᐣ 
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐱᒥᐃᐧᑐᔭᐠ 
ᑭᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᑲᓄᑕᒪᑭᐣ 
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐠ ᒋᓯᓭᐠ 
ᑲᑕᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ ᑭᑕᑭᒥᓇᓂᐠ.”
ᐯᕑᑎ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ 

ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᐧᓀᑕᐊᐧ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 
ᑲᐱᒥᑕᔑᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᐅᑫᑌ 
ᑕᓇᐃᐧᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ.

“ᓂᓀᑕᐃᐧᐟ ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᒪ 
ᑲᐅᒋᐱᒥ ᑕᔑᑫᔭᐠ ᑲᒪᐧᔦ ᐊᐦᑭᐊᐧᐠ 

1492 ᐁᑲᐧ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᓂᓀᑕᐃᐧᐟ ᐅᒪ 
ᓂᑕᔭᒥᐣ ᐊᔕ ᐅᐁᐧ 2020 ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᐠ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᕑᑎ. “ᐊᑎᑲ ᐁᔭᓂᒧᑕᒥᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧᐃᐧᓯᐣ, 
ᑭᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑭᑕᐸᒋᑐᒥᐣ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑌᐱᑲᓄᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᔭᓯᐣ ᐊᓇᐱ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᒋ 
ᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ, ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋ ᐊᔭᔭᐠ 
ᒋᐅᔑᓂᑲᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒪᐠ 
ᒋᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᑭᑕᑭᒥᓇᓂᐠ.”
ᐯᕑᑎ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᔭᓂᑭᑐ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ 

ᒥᓇ ᐊᐦᑭᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᑕᐃᐧᑭᑭᐣ 
ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᐣᒋ ᐱᒪᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐧᒐᐡᑯᓂᒥᐠ ᒥᔑᓇᐧ 
ᒥᑕᓱᒥᑕᓇ ᑕᓱᔭᑭᐃᐧᐣ.

“ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓂᐃᐧᑫᒋᓇᐊᐧᑐᒥᐣ 
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐅᒪ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐱᒪᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᓂᓴᐧᓱ ᐊᓂᐊᔭᓂᑫᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᕑᑎ. “ᐊᓇᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᑭᑕᐸᒋᑐᒥᐣ 
ᐃᐡᑯᑌᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐃᓯᓭᐸᐣ ᐃᒪ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐁᐧᐱᓇᒪᐠ 
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᐊᐧᓂᑫᐣᑕᐊᐧᑭᑕᐧ ᑫᓂᔭᓂᑫ ᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ. 
ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋ ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᐸᑭᑎᓇᒪᐠ 
ᑭᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᒋᐃᑭᑐᔭᐠ 
ᐊᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ ᓂᑭᑫᐧᐦᐅᓇᐣ, ᒋᐃᑭᑐᔭᐠ, 
ᐁᐦᐊ ᓂᐸᑭᑎᓇᒥᐣ ᒋᐱᑕᐱᑫᑯᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐃᐡᑯᑌᐃᐧᔭᑊ ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᑫᑯᐣ ᑯᑕᐠ ᓂᐸᑭᑕᔓᐊᐧᑕᓯᒥᐣ.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler, pictured at the Community Justice Safety Forum, spoke 
about keeping focused on flattening the curve of the COVID-19 global pandemic 
during his May 5 update on the Wawatay Radio Network.
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Kashechewan makes flood preparations
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

A Flood Watch was issued for 
the Albany River on May 2 with 
Kashechewan and Fort Albany 
residents warned to keep a 
close watch on river conditions 
as ice break up may be occur-
ring upriver. The Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry 
– Cochrane District and the 
Mushkegowuk Council Emer-
gency Management Services 
advised area residents in a May 
7 update that the Flood Watch 
remains in effect until May 14. 
The update indicated that the 
level of flood risk remained at 
moderate to high for the two 
James Bay communities.

“The water is rising and it 
looks like it is going to move 
soon but I don’t know when,” 
says Kashechewan Chief Leo 

Friday during a May 7 phone 
interview. “Our Elder’s marker 
is on level now that our ice is 
ready to move.”

Friday says about 900 
Kashechewan citizens were 
expected to travel to their 
camps out on the land by May 
9 to avoid possible f looding 
on the Albany. The commu-
nity, which is located on low 
ground on the north shore 
of the Albany, has previously 
been evacuated due to f lood-
ing about 17 times over the 
past three decades.

“We were trying to get them 
out from the community for 
the flood season and we were 
trying to have them stay there 
during the breakup,” Friday 
says during an April 28 phone 
interview, noting that the land 
is high and dry further up the 
Albany. “We were aiming for 

1,000 people (to) go out at 
the beginning but the supplies 
didn’t come in early enough.”

Friday says the remain-
ing 900 citizens will likely be 
evacuated to nearby commu-
nities along the coast if the 
Albany does flood this year.

“We didn’t want to take any-
one out into the city or towns 
because of this (COVID-19) 
crisis that is happening,” Fri-
day says. “So we requested to 
take our people if something 
happens maybe to Peawanuck, 
Attawapiskat or Moosonee.”

Friday says the community 
had been looking at having a 
tent emergency centre set up 
at the Site 5 location about 
30 kilometres up the Albany 
for the evacuees. The provin-
cial and federal governments 
signed an agreement with 
Kashechewan in May 2019 to 

move the community to the 
Site 5 location.

“We asked the government 
to prepare a tent emergency 
centre back on March 13, and 
(they) didn’t respond to us,” 
Friday says, noting that the 
federal government finally 
responded, after he sent an 
e-mail about a week later, 
about holding a conference 
call a week further on. “Which 
is very late in the season.”

An Indigenous Services 
Canada (ISC) spokesperson 
says ISC is working in close 
coordination with commu-
nity leadership, the province, 
Mushkegowuk Council and 
other federal departments and 
is supporting efforts led by 
the community to reduce the 
risks presented by COVID-19 
in their community, including 
safe isolation and spending 

time on the land to engage in 
traditional activities, such as 
the spring goose hunt.

“To that effect, ISC has pro-
vided $2.1 million in fund-
ing to Kashechewan First 
Nation for their self-isolation 
from COVID-19 at traditional 
hunting camps,” says Rola 
Tfaili, a spokesperson for ISC. 
“These funding efforts are 
aligned with broader public 
health recommendations for 
increased physical distancing 
during the pandemic. When 
equipped with the proper sup-
plies and equipment, going 
on the land in small groups 
is a positive and healthy form 
of physical distancing – an 
important measure in prevent-
ing and reducing the spread of 
the virus.”

Tfaili says ISC is in regular 
contact with Kashechewan and 

other partners to discuss and 
prepare contingency plans for 
any evacuation of remaining 
community citizens in the event 
of flooding.

“During this challenging 
time, ISC will continue to pro-
vide the necessary support to 
Kashechewan First Nation,” 
Tfaili says.

Friday says the community 
is hoping for a “good breakup” 
this year as it has been a cold 
and long spring.

“We’re looking forward to 
seeing a smooth breakup and 
no flood,” Friday says. “In the 
fall when (the Albany) was 
freezing up, it froze up really 
low. The water was really low 
when it froze up, not like some 
other times when the water 
climbs up to the point where 
there is a lot of water in the dry 
area.”

Screenshots from Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Mushkegowuk Council Emergency Management Services Emergency 
Management Bulletin

A Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Mushkegowuk Council Emergency Management Services 
Emergency Management Bulletin photo shows the Albany River water levels near the Kashechewan Air-
port on May 7.

Screenshots from Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Mushkegowuk Council Emergency Management Services Emergency 
Management Bulletin

A Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry Mushkegowuk Council Emergency Management Services 
Emergency Management Bulletin photo shows an ice jam on the Albany River near Big Island on May 7.



Wawatay News   MAY 15, 2020    ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ 3

Thank You, Airlines! 

Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News 
to our northern communities is appreciated.

May 3, 2012 12:22 PM

WAWATAY NEWS
Date Completed:

Size:

Completed by:M a t t h e w  Br a d l e y
ID: 

To: ______________________

 ______________________

From: ___________________
@ Wawatay News

Please proof your ad and return
it today by fax, otherwise your a
will run as it is on this fax.

Choose 1 of the following:

Run as is

Run ad with changes
(no additional proof required)

Require new proof

DO NOT RUN AD
(in for quote only)

Ad cost: ____________________

To run:  _____________________

____________________________
Signature of Client’s Approval

Note: 
Ad proofs may not print out the 
same size as they will appear in 
the newspaper.

May 1, 2012

6 COL x 84 AGATES

20120510 WWT Thanks Airlines m

Thank You, Airlines! 

Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News 
to our northern communities is appreciated.

May 3, 2012 12:22 PM

WAWATAY NEWS
Date Completed:

Size:

Completed by:M a t t h e w  Br a d l e y
ID: 

To: ______________________

 ______________________

From: ___________________
@ Wawatay News

Please proof your ad and return
it today by fax, otherwise your a
will run as it is on this fax.

Choose 1 of the following:

Run as is

Run ad with changes
(no additional proof required)

Require new proof

DO NOT RUN AD
(in for quote only)

Ad cost: ____________________

To run:  _____________________

____________________________
Signature of Client’s Approval

Note: 
Ad proofs may not print out the 
same size as they will appear in 
the newspaper.

May 1, 2012

6 COL x 84 AGATES

20120510 WWT Thanks Airlines m

 Politics

View this and other editions of 
Wawatay News on our online 

archive at: 

www.wawataynew.ca

For Sale

Call Pat Jankowski
Roadside Conv. Store

Red Lake Ontario
 807 727-2936
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machine
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Softserve
ice cream
machine
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Purchased new
in 2013

Muskrat Dam declares territorial rights
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Muskrat Dam recently 
made a Declaration of Territo-
rial Rights for the respect and 
protection of its traditional 
or treaty territory and reserve 
lands.

“(The declaration was made) 
to reaffirm and reassert our 
position of the past decades in 
terms of our homeland territo-
ries and the issue of jurisdiction 
and future planning now that 
corridors are opening up into 
the undeveloped territories of 
northwestern Ontario in which 
our First Nation and other First 
Nations have resided for thou-
sands of years,” says Muskrat 
Dam Chief Vernon Morris.

Muskrat Dam posted the 
Declaration of Territorial Rights 
in a two-page advertisement 
in the April issue of Wawa-
tay News and distributed it as 
well to all the First Nations in 
Ontario.

“This declaration, this state-
ment, is on behalf of the rights 
holders of Muskrat Dam peo-
ple,” says Stan Beardy, an advi-
sor for chief and council with 
Muskrat Dam and a former 
regional chief, grand chief and 
chief. “There has been consulta-
tion at the corporate level, but 
it is important (for) the leader-
ship of Muskrat Dam to voice 
the position, to raise the flag, to 
say that although they give per-
mission to have resource devel-
opment activity, the power line 
and eventually the all-weather 
road coming this way, that the 
lands and resources still belong 
to the rights holders of Muskrat 
Dam people.”

The Declaration of Territo-
rial Rights states that Muskrat 
Dam is always open to coop-
eration with its neighbour First 
Nations with regard to land, 
water, resource development 
and other issues in its territory 
and adjacent to its territory, 
with the extent of cooperation 
subject to Muskrat Dam’s title, 
treaty rights, laws, fundamental 
values and best interests.

“There has been discussion 
on Wataynikaneyap Power for 
the last 12 years — but I don’t 
know to what degree there has 
been detailed conversation, dis-
cussion with the rights holders 
of Muskrat Dam because pro-
vincial permits are being used 
to gain the right of way to have 
the work carried out,” Beardy 
says. “We are very concerned as 
rights holders of Muskrat Dam 
that we still have to have a say 
what happens on the larger, 
bigger picture. As far as we are 
concerned we still maintain the 
inherent authority, our God-
given right, to have a say in 
what happens today and more 
so for future generations.”

Beardy notes that Treaty 9 
territory is the last frontier in 

Ontario.
“We cannot just pretend 

things will go well for future 
generations,” Beardy says. “It is 
very important that we remind 
the world, the governments of 
the land, Canada and the pro-
vincial government, that we 
still maintain the lands and 
resources and that we maintain 
the right to have a say what 
happens on our homelands.”

Beardy stresses that the 
Muskrat Dam people continue 
to be the only people who live 
in their traditional territory.

“We were the only people 
here before 1492 and we still 
are the only people up here (in 
the) year 2020,” Beardy says. 
“When you talk about Aborigi-
nal right, we speak our lan-

guage, it’s been there since time 
immemorial, so that gives us a 
right to have a say what hap-
pens in our own environment.”

Beardy adds that the land 
and resources have sustained 
the people of Muskrat Dam for 
centuries.

“And we want to make sure 
that it still provides our survival 
the next seven generations,” 
Beardy says. “So although we 
need electricity, it cannot be at 
the expense of our culture, it 
cannot be at the expense of our 
future generations. We have to 
make a declaration to say here 
is our flag, we are raising our 
flag to say, yes we give permis-
sion to have the power line but 
we are not giving up anything 
beyond that.”

submitted photo
Muskrat Dam Chief Vernon Morris, Rev. Morris Fiddler, Rev. Roy Morris, Wyatt McKay, Elder Flora Beardy, 
Howard Fiddler, Elder Allan Beardy, Stan Beardy and Elder Esther Beardy emphasized the importance of 
the community’s Declaration of Territorial Rights in early May.
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Camp Loon cancelled because of COVID-19

Commentary
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April was cooler than 
average across Northern 
Ontario.  The great-

est departure from long-term 
averages was around James 
Bay, with -3 to -4°C colder than 
seasonal. The “warmest” was 
Thunder Bay, only -1°C colder 
than seasonal.

April was a dry month for the 
Northwest with total precipita-
tion (rain + snow) amounts 25 
to 50% below normal amounts. 
In contrast, parts of Northeast 
Ontario had above-normal 
amounts; a large area from 
Sault Ste. Marie to Sudbury and 
then to Timmins and Kapuskas-
ing. Two major spring storms 
bypassed the Northwest but 
deluged the Northeast.

A Colorado Low in mid-April 
(described by Environment 
Canada as “a wintry cock-
tail“) brought rain, freezing 
rain, snow, strong winds and 
highway closures from the 
north shore of Lake Huron to 
Kapuskasing, where 45 cm 
of snow was recorded. Wind 
gusts reached 100 km/h north 
of Lake Huron. Another low-
pressure system at the end of 
April tracked eastward from 
Sault Ste. Marie and North Bay 
resulted in 30 to 55 mm and 
flooding in low lying areas.

The beginning of May was 
warm in the Northwest– the 
warmest since last October 
2019. A few people planted 
hardy “cool” vegetables like 

peas in Sioux Lookout. This 
balmy time was a false spring. 
Many locations had two sunny 
days in the low 20° C, close to 
daily records.

Then a relapse took place 
with temperatures well below 
average and close to daily 
records in the other direction. A 
huge dome of cold air anchored 
by Hudson Bay funnelled Arc-
tic conditions over much of 
eastern North America. Some 
record low temperatures were 
recorded in southern Ontario 
and Quebec in the second week 
of May. In the United States it 
was a nation divided: The Arctic 
air flow set cold records in the 
east as record heat baked the 
west and southwest.

             
 

The Growing  
Season

The growing season for 
native species begins after a 
series of days (at least five in a 
row) with average daily tem-
peratures of 5° C or higher. This 
threshold was crossed in late 
April in and around Fort Fran-
ces, Kenora and Sioux Lookout 
and in early May in Thunder 
Bay. Recent and present cool 
temperatures have paused the 
growing season in the North-
west and postponed it in the 
Northeast and North.

In most cases native plants 
and “cool” garden vegetables 
such as peas and lettuce 
become dormant in response 
to a cold snap. They “hold their 
own” and then resume grow-
ing once suitable temperatures 
return. Of course, I will have to 
check how well the peas recov-
ered in Sioux Lookout! 

 

Lake Superior  
numbers

April is typically the month 
that features a peak of runoff 
from the drainage basin. A slow 
melt and limited precipitation 
this spring resulted a small 
increase in the level of Lake 
Superior. The average Lake 
level in April was 183.62 metres 
above sea level. This is 25 cm 
higher than the long-term aver-
age but 6 cm below the record 
set 1986.

Superior lake levels (and the 
other Great Lakes) usually con-
tinue to rise in May. Shoreline 
erosion and flooding are con-
cerns; all of the Great Lakes are 
close to the highest on record. 
On average, Superior’s level 
increases by 10 cm in May, but 
last year increased by 16 cm. 
So far this May the lake level 
rise has been modest, mainly 
because of less precipitation 
than usual.   

 

May outlook and 
forecasts

Longer-range forecasts sug-
gest a return to average tem-
perature soon after mid-May 
and drier than average condi-
tions for the rest of May and 
into June.

 These are forecasts and a 
month from now we can assess 
the accuracy. This could from  
“spot on” to, in weather jargon 
– a “bust”. A bust occurs when 
weather outcomes are predicted 
but one or several factors cause 
the forecast to be wrong.

The future cannot be per-
fectly predicted because it is 
impossible to be “all knowing” 
of all the current conditions and 
because seemingly small influ-
ences magnify in importance 
over time. This is true of almost 

all predictions. I am musing 
about how many predictions 
and plans have gone bust since 
January. Everything from eco-
nomic outlooks, travel to visit 
and even buying food is almost 
totally different.

Oh well, the COVID-19 
situation has not changed the 
weather. Hmmm, it probably 
has changed both the weather 
and made it more complicated 
to predict.

The dramatic decline in air 
traffic has resulted in fewer 
condensation trails from 
planes in the mid and higher 
atmosphere. This has almost 
certainly resulted in less forma-
tion of cirrostratus and cirrus 
clouds. The decline in vehicle 
traffic has meant fewer fossil 
fuel particles and probably less 
haze and fog near ground level. 
No one have published studies 
of this yet but this is an obvious 
research topic.

 

Has there been a 
decline in weather 
forecast accuracy?

The Weather Network, CBC 
and various media have pre-
sented features about the plum-
met in air travel and its effect 
on prediction of future weather 
patterns. Atmosphere, land, 
and ocean surface measure-
ments, satellite and ground-
based observation like radar 
continue but there has been a 
slight decline if staff and repair 
people because of COVID-19. 

A few commercial aircraft 
have sensors that transmit 
temperature, pressure, wind 
speed and direction readings to 
network stations on the ground. 
There are still planes doing this 
but the reduction in data may 
have reduced “skill.” 

So far I am very thankful 
that we are not hearing 
about many Covid-19 

cases or deaths in remote First 
Nations. There are reasons 
that our remote northern First 
Nations are not yet impacted by 
this virus. 

The most important reason 
has to do with a very good 
response by our local and 
regional organizations like the 
Nishnawbe-Aski Nation (NAN) 
leadership and their health pro-
fessionals. 

I have also been made aware 
of the great efforts of regional 
organizations such as the 
Wabun Tribal Council in north-
eastern Ontario and it’s com-
munities initiatives to restrict 
access to their First Nations and 
provide health services and sup-
port to their residents. 

Local Native health organiza-
tions like the Mino-M’shki-ki 
Health Team in Kirkland Lake 
and Temiskaming Shores, Misi-
way Milopemahtesewin Com-
munity Health Centre based 
in Timmins and Weeneebayko 
Area Health Authority (WAHA) 
on the James Bay coast have 
also been assisting their respec-
tive communities with support, 
information and services. 
Mushkegowuk Council in the 
James Bay area and its area 
remote First Nations have been 
effective in restricting traffic 
in and out of their communi-
ties and in keeping everyone 
informed. 

How important is it for 
our First Nations right across 
Canada to be represented by 
our own health organizations? 
It means a huge difference for 
Native people to have the ability 
to access funding, services and 
information due to the lobbying 
and representation of our own 
people. 

We understand what we 
need in times of crisis and we 
are very aware of how our com-
munities operate and what our 
various cultural and lifestyle 
realities are. 

I have friends and family 
members who are health pro-
fessionals and they know better 
in their respective communities 
what is best in dealing with this 
pandemic. 

Our indigenous leadership 
is very important in making 
sure we are getting the neces-
sary funds, attention, supplies, 
services and information in a 
time of such crisis. I give thanks 
to all the Tribal Council direc-
tors, the Chiefs, Grand Chiefs 
and all the staff working in our 

political and health organiza-
tions because without them we 
would be left out of the loop. I 
also say Meegwetch to all those 
Chiefs who came before us and 
fought long and hard to put into 
place the regional and national 
organizations across this coun-
try to give our people a voice.

So far Indigenous peoples are 
holding their own in fighting 
this virus. Remote First Nations 
like my home community of 
Attawapiskat on the James Bay 
coast are fortunate during this 
pandemic for their isolation. 
Many of these communities can 
only be accessed by air travel 
and seasonal winter road activ-
ity. 

Limiting travel in this time of 
pandemic crisis is protecting a 
very vulnerable society. Many 
people back in my home com-
munity and up the James Bay 
Coast are heading out to their 
traditional camps on the land 
and that is serving them well in 
avoiding contact and in keeping 
their families isolated. 

I am still worried that the 
world’s virus experts are warn-
ing us that we probably won’t 
find a vaccine or develop herd 
immunity to this virus for as 
much as a couple of years. In 
the meantime we are all very 
vulnerable to this new virus and 
we have to make sure that our 
governments are careful and 
slow in opening things back up 
in our society. 

It looks like we will be open-
ing up slowly over the summer 
and that most schools will wait 
until after summer to welcome 
students back. 

The only proven way we have 
to protect people right now and 
into the immediate future is by 
staying home, physical distanc-
ing, wearing a mask when we 
are out in the public and wash-
ing hands often. 

Many of us don’t realize that 
most of our industrial plants 
and mines across the country 
are still operating and in many 
cases it is difficult to ensure 
everyone is safe from infection. 

Meegwetch to all of these 
workers for doing their jobs and 
keeping our economy afloat. 
Slowly we will all work together 
to ensure that our world returns 
to some type of normal but we 
must realize it will take many 
months and most probably a 
couple of years. 

Our world has changed and 
we are going to have to keep 
adapting and respecting each 
other and following some basic 
health and safety rules to sur-
vive this pandemic. 

All our ancestors both Native 
and non-Native, managed to 
rise above many diseases, wars 
and all kinds of tragic events 
and we will work together to 
keep that spirit of survival alive. 

www.underthenorthernsky.com

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE 
NORTHERN SKY

Looking back to April and forward to June

In The Spirit 
Of Survival photo submitted by Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers

Camp Loon, which annually attracts top Junior Canadian Rangers to more than a week of advanced leadership training, will not be held 
in August because of concerns about the Covid-19 pandemic. “Unfortunately, Camp Loon will not go ahead this year,” said Captain 
Jason Dech, the Canadian Army officer who commands the Junior Ranger program in Northern Ontario. “To bring the number of people 
who attend the camp to a single location does not make sense this year. In the above photo: Junior Canadian Rangers jump into a lake 
to cool off on a hot day at Camp Loon 2019. 
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Ta-kiskēyihtamin mahti ē- kaskihtamāsoyin sōniyāwi-wīcihiwēwin  
ēkwa tanisi isi ta-natotamayin, itohtēk ōta indiandayschools.com  

ahpō pē-pīkiskwēk ōta 1.888.221.2898.
 

Mahti māmawi otinētan kīhtwām yahkohtēwin.

Kīspin kī-itohtan pēyak ōma kiskinwahamākēwikamik,  
ēwako ōma kistēyihtākwan kī-pimācihowin isi nanātawihiwēwin.

Ihtakon misiwēskamik nahēyihtowin ta-sōniyāwi-wīcihiwēt  
isi paspīwiyiniwak ohci Okimānāhk Nēhiyaw Kīsikāw Kiskinwahamākēwina  
ēkwa Okimānāhk Kīsikāw Kiskinwahamākēwin.

© 2020 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved.®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Offers valid from May 1, 2020, to May 31,
2020. Eligible units are select new and unused 2019 Can-Am SSVs. The buyer of an eligible 2019 model will receive a rebate of up to $3,000. Rebate amount depends on the model
purchased. While quantities last. +Eligible units are select new and unused 2020 and prior Can-Am ATVs and Can-Am SSVs purchased from a participating BRP dealer. No payment
for 12 months, then 5.99% for the selected term OAC. BRP highly recommends that all ATV drivers take a training course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call
the Canada Safety Council at 1-613-793-1535, ext. 227. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Always remember that riding, alcohol and drugs don't mix.

710 Balmoral Street Unit B
Thunder Bay

(807) 622-2626
halfwaymotorspowersports.com

      

      

Matawa services continue during pandemic 

submitted photos
The Matawa Health Co-operative team recently delivered a load of PPE (personal protective 
equipment) and other supplies to the Matawa communities.
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Health Minister Hajdu 
gives COVID update
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Health Minister Patty Hajdu 
raised the outbreak of eight 
cases of COVID-19 in Gull Bay 
during an update on the health 
situation in northern Ontario. 
Six of the cases were resolved 
by May 9, with two active cases 
self-isolating in the community.

“Obviously it’s a huge con-
cern with even one case in 
a First Nation community 
because we know that First 
Nations communities have 
much more fragile health care 
access and much more frag-
ile health in many cases, so of 
course it is always worrying,” 
Hajdu says during a May 7 
phone interview. “That particu-
lar outbreak is in my riding so 
I’m keeping my eye on that as 
well.”

Hajdu, Thunder Bay-Supe-
rior MP, adds that she speaks 
with Gull Bay Chief Wilfred 
King on a regular basis.

“We have provided Indig-
enous communities quite a 
bit of money, each to spend in 
the way that they prefer and 
the way that makes sense for 
them,” Hajdu says. “I’m always 
working with Gull Bay to under-
stand what their immediate 
needs are.”

Hajdu says First Nations 
communities have used their 
funds in a variety of ways, such 
as distributing groceries and 
other essential items to citizens 
so they don’t have to leave the 
community.

“Other communities have 
used very stringent protocols 
about visitors to the commu-
nity,” Hajdu says. “The com-
munities are being led by their 
leadership and the leadership 
is taking it seriously, which is I 
think one of the most important 
factors is the good governance 
that results in practices being 
promoted across the region.”

Hajdu says the situation 
where First Nations people 
are working on industrial sites 
located near their communities 
will have to be watched as the 
country reopens after the lock-
down.

“There is always a challenge 
when people have more fre-
quent contact with other people 
from outside their own fam-
ily or their own community,” 
Hajdu says. “The key is really 
making sure people can have 
access to rapid testing. I know 
that Gull Bay is working very 
closely with the (Thunder Bay) 
District Health Unit. I check 
in every week with the health 
unit and the hospital, so they 
have definitely been working 
with the community to make 
sure anybody who has been in 
close contact has been tested. 
They’ve got eight cases now and 
are working to make sure those 
cases don’t spread.”

Hajdu says the federal gov-
ernment does not provide direct 
testing but does provide sup-
port to the provinces and terri-
tories with whatever they need 
to meet a community’s needs, 
such as supplies.

“Also, our military stands by 
to assist if there is any kind of 
real crises but so far we haven’t 
had to use any kind of military 
deployment to manage illness 
or outbreak in the northern 
communities,” Hajdu says.

Hajdu says it is important 
to realize the COVID-19 global 

pandemic is a “real wakeup 
call.”

“We all have to do better to 
strengthen health care no mat-
ter where people live,” Hajdu 
says. “So as we come out of this 
pandemic and look to strength-
ening health care fabric, I think 
that is going to be the next 
piece of work — making sure 
that we have better access to 
health care no matter you live 
in Canada.”

Hajdu says there have been 
pockets of outbreaks in some 
First Nation communities across 
the country but the federal gov-
ernment is working to make 
sure those outbreaks do not 
become widespread.

“I know (Indigenous Services 
Canada) Minister Marc Miller 
meets on a regular basis with 
his counterparts in Indigenous 
leadership to make sure they 
have what they need,” Hajdu 
says. “We are always work-
ing to look at how we make 
that money flow more quickly. 
Obviously it’s not just money 
though, it’s also making sure 
you have the right processes in 
place in a community and that 
you are able to rapidly detect 
any cases and then isolate and 
treat them very quickly.”

Hajdu says the federal gov-
ernment is currently working 
to make sure there is enough 
capacity to test for COVID-19, 
enough capacity for access to 
personal protective equipment 
for health care workers and 
other workers and that there is 
strong guidance for employers 
about how to protect their staff 
and their customers.

“Citizens have a really impor-
tant job,” Hajdu says. “We need 
to continue our hard work to 
stay physically distanced from 
one another, we need to make 
sure we are washing our hands 
frequently and that we are 
absolutely staying home if we 
are sick.”

“The key is really  
making sure people 
can have access to 
rapid testing...”

– Health Minister Patty Hajdu

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Health Minister Patty Hajdu, pictured at an event in February, recently spoke about the COVID-19 situation 
in First Nations communities during a May 9 phone interview.
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 Health

Gull Bay confirms eight COVID-19 cases in the community
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Gull Bay was hit with the 
largest outbreak of COVID-19 
in northwestern Ontario’s First 
Nation communities with eight 
confirmed cases as of May 9. 
The latest case was a band staff 
citizen working on the commu-
nity’s medical checkpoint who 
was confirmed as positive on 
May 2.

“We have eight positive 
cases, we have 76 that tested 
negative and we have 47 that 
are still pending,” says Gull 
Bay Chief Wilfred King dur-
ing a May 7 phone interview. 
“We have the BlueMed (Medi-
cal Assessment) Facility up — I 
don’t know if there was any 
testing done today … but we 
are encouraging people to come 
in and test.”

The BlueMed facility was 
set up near the Gull Bay First 
Nation Health Centre in late 
April to conduct COVID-19 test-
ing and other related activities.

“We’re asking everybody 
that’s over the age of 60 to 
come in for a test, we’re asking 
people that have underlying 
medical conditions to come in 
for a test and people that are 
showing symptoms to come in 
for a test,” King says during an 
April 28 phone interview, not-
ing that all of the band employ-
ees and front-line staff are also 
being tested in the BlueMed 
facility. “It’s set up specifically 
for doing testing outside of our 
health building.”

King says the band staff citi-

zens who were working with 
the staff who came down with 
the eighth case also had to 
go into a 14-day self-isolation 
period.

“Because Health Canada 
viewed him as having close 
contact with the other staff, the 
affected staff had to self-quar-
antine for 14 days,” King says. 
“That had a really significant 
impact, and because we are so 
short of staff we had to modify 
our work schedule.”

King noted on April 28 that 
the seven cases they had then 
were a “very high percentage” 
of the about 350 on-reserve citi-
zens.

“I think we’re about 12-13 
per cent of the population that 
is positive in the Thunder Bay 
(District Health Unit) region,” 
King says. “And in fact our num-
bers have way exceeded the 
countries of Italy and Spain in 
terms of infections per capita.”

King says the first case was 
the owner of the store in the 
community.

“On April 11 he was rushed 
to the hospital and he’s been 
in intensive care now for 16 
days,” King says on April 28. 
“Once he was infected they did 
some testing on people that 
had close contact with him.”

King says on May 7 that “a 
lot of” the people who were 
tested due to having close con-
tact with the owner had nega-
tive results.

“We are at eight (cases) 
and we got that result almost 
a week ago,” King says. “We 
had the first rush of cases and 

we had the one recent one. 
I’m hoping that the trend goes 
down, but we will know in a 
week or two whether or not 
this last exposure caused any 
kind of concern for us.”

The Thunder Bay District 
Health Unit’s Current Status of 
Cases in the Area indicates that 
there were only two active cases 
of COVID-19 in First Nation 
communities as of May 9.

An Indigenous Services 
Canada spokesperson says 
ISC provided, as requested 
by Gull Bay, enhanced testing 
to target individuals most at 
risk for COVID-19, including 
deployment of the Blue-Med 
facility to conduct COVID-19 
assessments, increased nursing 
capacity in Gull Bay since April 
17 and extended nursing ser-
vices to include weekends.

“ISC is actively monitor-
ing the Gull Bay situation and 
is in daily contact with Chief 
King and health workers to 
discuss any additional infec-
tion prevention and control 
supports that may be required 
to assist with community 
response activities,” says Rola 
Tfaili, spokesperson for ISC, 
in an e-mail comment. “ISC is 
doing everything possible to 
ensure First Nations commu-
nities, including Gull Bay, are 
equipped with adequate sup-
plies of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for use by 
community health care provid-
ers. This includes hand sani-
tizer, masks, gowns, gloves and 
other infection prevention and 
control items.”

submitted photos
TOP: A BlueMed Medical Assessment Facility was set up in Gull Bay in late April to conduct COVID-19 test-
ing and other related activities after the community was struck with a COVID-19 outbreak in mid-April, with 
a total of eight confirmed cases as of May 9. 

ABOVE: A barrier was set up near the BlueMed Medical Assessment Facility that was installed in Gull Bay 
in late April.
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Teach 4 Canada hosts webinars for 
teachers interested in FN education
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Teach For Canada (TFC) 
recently continued their series 
of webinars for teachers inter-
ested in teaching in north-
ern First Nation communities 
with an Introduction to Teach 
For Canada webinar featuring 
educators from Lac Seul and 
Pikangikum.

“The first one (in March) 
with Cynthia Wesley-Esqui-
maux was about Indigenous 
approaches to education in 
the north,” says Sara-Christine 
Gemson, vice president of pro-
grams at TFC. “What we’ve 
found is people have more time 
than usual so the number of 
people who have signed up and 
are showing up for the webinars 
is much higher than what we’ve 
seen in the past. For the webi-
nar with Cynthia we had 83 
people who actually showed up, 
and double that who registered, 
so it’s really amazing to see the 
level of interest and engage-
ment that’s come from people 
having more time.”

The Introduction to Teach 
For Canada webinar held on 
May 5 featured Andrea Girt, 
a Kindergarten teacher in 
Lac Seul, and Marvin McKay-
Keenan, elementary principal in 
Pikangikum.

“This is my third year in Lac 
Seul and I am coming back 
again next year,” Girt says dur-
ing her presentation. “I live in 
Kejick Bay, and there are three 

communities within Lac Seul. 
We are a drive-in community, 
not a fly-in and Sioux Lookout 
is our closest town. I’ve been 
teaching Kindergarten for the 
last three years — next year I 
might be teaching a different 
grade so that will be a good 
adventure and a good change.”

McKay-Keenan says Pikangi-
kum’s school has about 1,000 
students from Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 during his presenta-
tion.

“Every class in the school, 
the elementary and the junior 
high, has a local person in that 
classroom, a Native language 
teacher who speaks the local 
language, knows the people in 
the community and works with 
the teacher to deliver the pro-
gram in the most easily under-
standable method possible,” 
McKay-Keenan says. “We fol-
low the Ontario curriculum but 
we have our own modifications 
to that curriculum — we have 
(what is) called a Learn Dif-
ferent program in literacy and 
mathematics which follows the 
Ontario curriculum but is also 
adapted for northern students.”

Gillian Forth, teacher recruit-
ment manager at TFC, says 
there was a “great turnout” for 
the Introduction to Teach For 
Canada webinar.

“The Introduction webinar is 
a great way to learn more about 
Teach For Canada and our pro-
gram and why we exist and the 
context of our work whereas 
the Day in the Life webinar is a 

deep dive into a kind of day-to-
day living and teaching in the 
north,” Forth says. “After each 
webinar we often get attendees 
reaching back out to us with 
more specific questions about 
their own personal eligibility 
and more of the questions we 
weren’t able to address because 
a lot of great questions come 
in (during the webinar) and 
we don’t always have time to 
answer all of them.”

TFC plans to hold a Day in 
the Life of a Northern Teacher 
webinar on May 19 featuring a 
TFC teacher who is living and 
teaching in their First Nation 
community.

“She will put together pic-
tures and video from a normal 
school day and really help the 
teachers understand what is 
similar, what is different, what 
life is like working in a northern 
First Nation as a teacher so they 
can really get a good taste and 
imagine themselves in that role 
and imagine what it would be 
like to pursue that really unique 
and special opportunity of 
teaching in a First Nation com-
munity,” Gemson says. “There 
is a lot of interest in working in 
the north, and we’ve actually 
seen an increase in applications 
in the last month. So definitely 
people are exploring options 
that maybe they wouldn’t have 
in other circumstances because 
they kind of have the head-
space to think out different and 
dream about different possibili-
ties.”
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 Business

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Aboriginal Business Pro-
fessional Association (ABPA) 
held a webinar on Our Fair 
Share: Helping Indigenous 
Business Access COVID-19 
Relief Funds featuring guest 
speaker Brian Davey on May 6.

“It went fantastic — great 
questions, people were very 
interested,” says Davey, execu-
tive director of NADF and board 
member with ABPA. “In a very 
short period of time we got out 
a lot of information. I hope it’s 
enough information that sticks 
(so) people take away what 
they need to know to move for-
ward.”

Davey says one of the key 
points that participants were 
asking about was what to sub-
mit when accessing COVID-19 
relief funds through NADF.

“I think they were happy to 
know that we’re not looking for 
something that is overwhelm-
ing,” Davey says. “We’re looking 
for something that is fairly sim-
ple like a cashflow statement, 
what are your fixed costs going 
forward and some basic infor-
mation on your business. If you 
have financials, great, include 
them. It shouldn’t be any more 
complicated than that — if 

the need is there it needs to be 
responded to right away.”

Davey also spoke about an 
NADF program that Indigenous 
businesses can use right away 
until the federal government’s 
$306.8 million Indigenous 
COVID-19 relief funds are ready 
to be administered through 
the National Aboriginal Capi-
tal Corporations Association 
(NACCA) and Métis capital cor-
porations in partnership with 
Indigenous Services Canada.

“As we learned that more 
time was required to launch 
the larger NACCA stimulus pro-
gram, that’s like late May-early 
June, what can we do now to 
bridge the need that’s out there 
right now,” Davey says. “NADF 
responded with a smaller pro-
gram called the Emergency 
Loan Fund program that takes 
care of that gap.”

The 30-minute webinar fea-
tured information on navigat-
ing federal government fund-
ing for Indigenous business 
in northern Ontario during 
COVID-19 as well as questions 
from webinar participants. The 
webinar is posted online at: 
zoom.us/rec/share/9Px7dJfQx
HtJRKvwz1OGWah5TtrdT6a8
0XNMrqUIyE7ZxtcikzZUrIizVm-
WF0wWm.

“We had a really good turn-

out for our lead series of the 
Roots and Resilience webinar, 
Our Fair Share: Helping Indig-
enous Business Access COVID-
19 Relief Funds in northern 
Ontario,” says Jason Rasevych, 
president and co-founding 
member of the ABPA. “A lot of 
the individual (participants) 
had a lot of great questions and 
Brian Davey really led off and 
hit it out of the park for us with 
the presentation.”

Rasevych says it is important 
to utilize innovation and tech-
nology to engage members of 
the ABPA and other interested 
people across northern Ontario.

“In our area of the treaty 
areas, stretching from North 
Bay to the Manitoba border, we 
can’t always be resourced to be 
holding events every month,” 
Rasevych says. “So it’s impor-
tant we do our best job to hold 
conferences and workshops 
when we can, where we can in 
our areas. The webinar series 
allows us to utilize that plat-
form to reach as many people 
as we can without being there 
physically and in person, and 
we look forward to utilizing this 
platform in the future in various 
ways.”

Rasevych says upcoming 
webinars will cover a range of 
issues, including financing and 

pandemic planning for Indig-
enous business. He encourages 
people who are interested in 
the upcoming webinars to sub-
scribe to the ABPA e-mail list 
by visiting the ABPA website 
at: www.anishnawbebusiness.

com/.
“The best way is to become 

a member of the association,” 
Rasevych says. “People can sign 
up for a membership online — 
it’s an easy form to fill out and 
become a member.”

The ABPA is a non-profit, 
member-based organization 
located in Thunder Bay that 
serves the First Nation business 
community.

ABPA hosts webinars to help businesses access COVID-19 relief funds
screen shots

NADF executive director Brian Davey delivered a presentation during the Aboriginal Business Professional Association’s May 6 webinar on Our Fair Share: Helping Indigenous Business Access COVID-19 Relief Funds.
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Need $ for school? 
We can help!

Since 2004, Indspire has provided over 
$115 million in financial support to more 
than 37,500 First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
students. We can help you too.

Visit indspire.ca/apply to apply today!

Application Deadlines:
August 1, November 1, and February 1

1.855.INDSPIRE (463.7747)
indspire.ca

106 Centennial Square, 2nd Floor, Thunder Bay Ontario, P7E 1H3

New Beginnings

August 2020 Program
• Personal Support Worker
September 2020 Programs
• Pre-Health Sciences *NEW
• Business Diploma
• Early Childhood Education
• Police Foundations
•  Social Service Worker - Indigenous Specialization
January 2021 Program 
• Indigenous Wellness and Addictions Prevention
Summer 2021 Programs 
• Indigenous Classroom Assistant 
• Pre-Health Sciences
September 2021 Programs 
• Bachelor of Education (University Degree Program) 
• Business Diploma 
• Early Childhood Education 
• Police Foundations 
• Social Service Worker – Indigenous Specialization

Now accepting 
applications for Fall 2020 
thru Fall 2021
OSHKI-WENJACK delivers unique 
full time accredited post-secondary 
programs through our partnerships with 
colleges and universities. 

You can obtain a post-secondary 
education certificate, diploma, or degree 
at the Thunder Bay campus and while 
studying in your home community for the 
majority of your program.

Mission Statement:
To achieve excellence as a leader in 
the innovative design and delivery of 
quality post secondary and training 
programs which meet the holistic 
educational needs of Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation and other learners in a safe, 
inclusive, supportive and culturally 
enriched learning environment.

For more information visit: 
www.oshki-wenjack.ca

To speak to someone about enrolling in one of our 
exciting programs please contact:
April Head
Community Liaison & 
Recruitment O�cer
 807-626-1897
 ahead@oshki.ca

Kelly Fossum 
Admissions
 807-626-1878 
 kfossum@oshki.ca 

Become an Oshki-Wenjack student today!

 Arts and Entertainment

Artist Janelle Wawia busy filling 
custom orders during pandemic
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Red Rock Indian Band artist 
Janelle Wawia is keeping busy 
with creating her art and taking 
care of custom orders during 
the COVID-19 global pandemic.

“I’m trying to mix up my 
time with all the creative ideas 
I’ve been holding off creating 
and also working on custom 
orders,” Wawia says during an 
e-mail interview. “It’s allowing 
me more time to stay focused 
on my art, having the ability to 
access my art immediately for 
reprieve, expression and com-
fort as well as connection to 
other Indigenous artists.”

Wawia, who was recognized 
with a Juror’s Award from the 
Thunder Bay Art Gallery in 
2014 and the second annual 
Barbara Laronde Award from 
Native Women in the Arts 
in 2016, says it is important 
for her to keep doing her art. 
Wawia designed a Twitter emoji 
in 2019 that was used on the 
social media platform in cel-
ebration of Indigenous History 
Month and her fashion designs 
were shown at the 2018 Indig-
enous Fashion Week Toronto, 
New Moon Runway Showcase.

“It’s important to continue 
creating because it is keeping 
me connected to my spirit and 
the land,” Wawia says. “I work 
with items from my trapline, so 
it is a reminder that we are still 
here, we are warriors and will 
keep pushing through. Creat-
ing also keeps me connected to 

others by sharing through social 
media if I want to. It’s good to 
stay grounded and for me that’s 
the land and my art.”

Wawia says that she created 
a series of earrings called The 
Birch Series and held a give-
away on Instagram during this 
time of isolation due to COVID-
19.

“I released a new series of 
earrings that take me back to 
my childhood — it is called The 
Birch Series and I recreated 
birch trees,” Wawia says. “Cur-
rently there is Basic Birch and 
Spring Birch. I also completed a 
giveaway on Instagram — that 
was fun. I notice other artists 
doing the same and thinking 
of so many creative ways to 
stay in contact with each other 
through this. It’s so amazing.”

Wawia says her daily routine 
is driven by her custom orders 
and her need to be creative.

“The routine consists of 
where I am at with orders or 
what is pressing to come out 
and be created,” Wawia says. “I 
try to find a balance because I 
still need to stay connected to 
my own creativity. With custom 

orders I am most always free to 
create what I want but I’m talk-
ing other ideas that keep piling 
up. Artists. Ha!”

Wawia adds that she and 
other people in the arts com-
munity have been keeping con-
nected through social media 
and other ways of sharing their 
creativity.

“I’m so grateful to be part of 
this art community who con-
tinue to inspire me while at the 
same time, my pride for our 
people just replicates,” Wawia 
says.

Wawia encourages people to 
find new ways to do what feels 
good for them while the coun-
try is on lockdown to flatten 
the curve of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“I would tell people to do 
what feels good for you,” 
Wawia says. “If you are unable 
to create like you used to, find 
new ways to express what 
wants to come out. Do what 
feels good.”

submitted photos
Janelle Wawia creates earrings, 
fur hats and other pieces.




