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MMIWG pre-inquiry
held in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News
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Indigenous Affairs Minister Carolyn Bennett (centre), Minister of Status of Women, Patty Hajdu (left) and Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada Jody Wilson-Raybould met with families of missing and murdered Indigenous women in Thunder
Bay January 5-6.

ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᑭᔑᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐁᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᓂᓯᑕᐧ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ
ᐊᐧᐊᐧᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ

ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᐊᓇ ᐯᑎ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ
ᐅᑐᒋᐃᐧᑕᒪᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓂᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐃᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᔕᐊᐧᐨ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ
ᐯ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑲᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂ
ᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐃᑭᐁᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐅᒋ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ
ᒋᔑᓂᔕᐦᐊᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.
“ᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᐠ ᐁᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ,”
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐊᐱ ᓂᔓᑯᐣ
ᑲᓂᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ
ᐱᓯᑦ 5 ᒥᓇ 6. “ᓂᑲᐊᓄᓇᒥᐣ
ᓂᑕᓄᑭᓇᑲᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᐅᒪ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ
ᐊᐢᑭ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᑲᑲᓄᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐧᑕᐧ
ᒋᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᓂᑲᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᒥᐣ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ
ᑭᑕᒋᓭ ᐁᐧᓴ ᐁᑭᐸᐧᑕᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᓂᑲᐣ
ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᐃᐧᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᓴᒥᐡᑲᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ.
“ᓇᐱᐨ
ᐃᑯ
ᓂᑭᐸᐸᔑᒥᐣ
ᒥᔑᐣ
ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑭᑲᑫᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᑐᐱᓇᑭᑕᐧ
ᐅᒪ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᐸᒥᓯᒪᑲᐠ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ.
“ᐊᑎᐟ ᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᓂᑭᑌᐱᓇᒥᐣ
ᒋᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᑐᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᓄᐱᒪᑲᒥᐠ
ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᐡᑯᓂᑲᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᒥᔑᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐊᐱᐣ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐅᑐᒋᐱᒥ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒪᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ
ᐊᐢᑭ
ᔑᒪᑲᓂᔑᐃᐧ
ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐁᐧᓀᓇᐠ ᑲᔦ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐅᒪ ᐁᐅᒋᐸᑭᑌᐡᑲᑯᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ.
“ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐊᑎᐟ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᐊᐃᓯᓭᑭᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᓂᐸᑕᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒥᓇ
ᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒪᔭᑦ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ
ᑭᑫᐣᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑲᑭᐳᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ.” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᒥᑕᐡ

ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑲᔦ ᑫᓂᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ.
ᓂᑭᑫᑕᒥᐣ ᑲᔦ ᓇᐱᐨ ᐃᑯ ᐁᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᐁᑕᓯᓄᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ ᒪᔭᑦ, ᔕᑯᐨ ᑕᐡ
ᑭᒋᒥᐢᑕᐦᐃ ᐃᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᑲᓄᐨ ᐯᔑᐠ
ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᐣ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᔭᓇᐣ ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᐧᑎ ᒣᐡᑭᑲᐧᑲᒪᐠ ᑲᐅᒋᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᐱᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐠ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᑭᓂᓴᑲᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᑯᓇᐠ
ᓂᐦᓱᒥᑕᓇᐃᐧᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᐣ.
“ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᐱᒥᓇᓇᑐᓇᐊᐧᑲᓂᐃᐧ
ᐃᑫᐧ
ᐁᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᑲᓂᐃᐧᐨ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ.
“ᒥᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐸᑭ ᐃᓇᑭᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᑎ
ᐃᓀᑫ ᑲᐃᑯ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᒪᑲᐠ ᓂᑕᑭᒥᓇᐣ,
ᒥᑕᐡ
ᐁᔑᑭᑫᑕᒪᐠ
ᐁᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᑫᐧᐣ
ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᑲᑭᓂᓯᒪᑲᓂᐃᐧᓂᐨ
ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᒥᐊᐧ.
ᐃᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑲᐅᒋᐃᑭᑐᔭᐣ ᐅᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᒥᐊᐧ
ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᐃᑯ ᐁᑕ ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ, ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᓇᐯᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᐊᐧᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ.”
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᑭᐊᐸᒋᑐᓇᐊᐧ
ᓄᑯᒥᑫ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋ
ᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᑲᓇᑕ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑫᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ
ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᐁᐧᐸᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐃᐧᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ. ᐅᐁᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐸᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ ᐱᓯᑦ 5 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ ᒋᐅᒋ
ᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᐳᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ,
ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ,
ᑲᓴᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐱᐊᐧᓂᑐᑕᐃᐧᒥᐨ,
ᑲᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᒋᐱᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐁᐧᓀᐣ ᑫᑭᐱᒧᑐᐸᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ,
ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑫᑭᐱᒥᑭᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ, ᐊᐁᐧᓀᓇᐠ
ᑫᑭᐱᓯᑕᐃᐧᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐱᒥᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ
ᐊᓂᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑫᑭᐊᔑᒋ ᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ.
ᐅᒪ
ᐃᔑᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᒋᐃᓇᑲᐧᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ
ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ: www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/
eng/1448637991710/1448638013197.
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ
ᐃᑭᑐ
ᐃᒪ
ᓇᐣᑕ
175 ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑭᐱᑎᑫᐱᐦᐃᑲᓱᐸᓂᐠ
ᒋᔕᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑭᒋᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧ
ᒪᐊᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᐱ ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ
ᐱᓯᑦ 4 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ.

“ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᐁᑕ ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐊᑎᐟ
ᐃᒪ
ᓂᑲᓂᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᐸᐸᒥᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᓄᒋᑫᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑭᐱᐃᐧᑕᐱᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᓂᑭᐅᒋᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ ᑕᐡ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐣ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑭ
ᑭᒋᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓇᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᑭᐸᐧᑕᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᐧᑐᒋᑲᑌᐠ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐃᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ
ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐅᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑭᒋ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂ
ᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᑲᐃᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᑭᐃᓇᓄᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᓇᐱᐨ ᑲᑭᒋᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐧᑫᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ ᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᑕᑭᒥᓇᐧᔑᓄᐸᐣ
ᒋᑭᔑᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑫᑭᐃᓇᓄᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᒋᑭᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
“ᑫᑭᐅᒋ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᐱᒪᑎᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.”
“ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᐡ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ ᓂᑲᓂᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂ
ᑕᑭᐅᓂᓇᐸᓂᐠ ᑲᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ
ᒥᓇ
ᒋᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᒥᐅᓄ ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ ᐅᓴᑦ
ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᑭᑐᒋᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ.”
ᑲᐅᒋᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ
ᑫᕑᐊᓫᐃᐣ
ᐯᓀᐟ
ᔓᓂᔭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐃᑭᑐᓇᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ ᒋᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᑭᒋ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᓇᓂᐠ
ᐃᓀᑫ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ.” “ᒥᑕᐡ
ᑫᐃᓯᓭᐠ
ᒋᑭᐁᐧ
ᓇᓇᑕᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᐁᑕ
ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᒋᐃᑫᐧᓂᓇᓂᐠ
ᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑭᑕᐧ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᑯ ᑲᔦ
ᐃᓄᐃᐟ ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᓴᑯᑌᐃᐧᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ
ᐅᒪ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᐊᔑᑎᓂᑕᐧ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐯᓀᐟ.
“ᒥᑐᓂ
ᑕᔭᓂᒪᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂ
ᑲᑫᐧᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐅᒋ ᐃᑭᑐᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒋᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᑭᑭᓄᐡᑲᒪᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑫᑭᔭᓄᒋ ᑭᑫᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᓂᑐᑕᒪᐠ ᒋᐊᔑᑎᓇᑭᑕᐧ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᐃᓯᓭᓂᐠ ᐅᒪ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ
ᒋᑭᐊᔭᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒋᓇᑲᐧᓂᐠ
ᒋᔑᐅᑕᐱᓂᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᑲᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᐅᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᒋᔑᐊᓄᑲᑌᓂᐠ.”
Con't on page 2

Deputy Grand Chief Anna Betty
Achneepineskum is encouraging community members who were not able
to attend the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls preinquiry in Thunder Bay to submit written statements.
“The ministers are committing to
that, where they are willing to take
those written letters,” Achneepinskum
says on the second day of the Jan. 5-6
pre-inquiry. “We are going to have our
NAN (Nishnawbe Aski Nation) staff
assist in contacting families. If they
want to make a written statement, we
will assist them with that.”
Achneepineskum says NAN did not
have enough time due to the short
notice of the pre-inquiry to contact
all the community members who are
affected by the Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls issue.
“We worked as quickly as we could
to try to get as many of our family
members of Nishnawbe Aski Nation
involved,” Achneepineskum says. “We
have some of families here that came
from our remote communities and our
other NAN communities, but I felt that
there are still a lot of families out there
who are not here.”
Achneepineskum is working with
Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service to
determine who else is affected by the
issue.
“There are some grey areas as well
where some of the homicides or some
of the deaths were listed as undetermined,” Achneepineskum says. “So we
are going to be pulling those particular numbers as well. We do know there
is a significant amount of families out
there. I can’t put a number on it, but
even one (missed) family is too much.”
Achneepineskum says five women
from Mishkeegogamang have gone
missing or been murdered over the
past three decades.
“And right now there is a woman
they are searching for,” Achneepineskum says. “That is just a small fraction
of our territory, so we do know there
are a number of families out there that
are affected by missing and murdered
family members. I say family members
because it’s not just women, it’s children and men too that should be part
of this.”
Community members can also use
the federal government’s recently
announced Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls preinquiry online survey to get involved
in the process. The online survey was
launched on Jan. 5 to enable survivors,
family members, loved ones of victims,
front-line service providers and others
to provide input into who should conduct the inquiry, its timeframe, who
should be heard as part of the inquiry
process and what issues should be considered. It is available at: www.aadnc-

aandc.gc.ca/eng/1448637991710/144
8638013197.
Achneepineskum says about 175
people were registered for the preinquiry as of Jan. 4.
“We’re getting not only the family
members, we’re getting some people
that are here in roles of leadership and
other advocate groups (who came to)
sit with the families,” Achneepineskum
says. “I am quite encouraged by the
interest we are getting here despite the
very short notice.”
Achneepineskum says participants
have brought up suggestions that the
national inquiry to address the high
number of missing and murdered
Indigenous women and girls should
be “designed to meet the needs of the
Anishinabe way.”
“The commissioners should be people that have knowledge and experience with this issue and (are) Anishinabe,” Achneepineskum says. “Those
are some of the common (suggestions).”
Indigenous and Northern Affairs
Canada Minister Carolyn Bennett says
a suggestion was also made to name
the inquiry “in an Indigenous way.”
“So we are going to have to take that
back to find out how are we inclusive
of not only our First Nation sisters but
the Inuit and Metis sisters as well,”
Bennett says. “That will be a challenge
for which we are welcoming advice as
to how we should do that that shows
inclusiveness but shows Indigenous
ways of knowing and doing.”
Status of Women Minister Patty
Hajdu says a suggestion was also made
to include the voices of women who
have had a near miss in terms of surviving extreme violence in their lives.
“(In) every consultation, we’ve had
two now, we learn new things and we
learn how to move forward in a way
that really will help us reach the goal,
which is an inquiry that is right, that
will get to the answers that families
need to have answered through the
process of a national inquiry,” Hajdu
says. “From my perspective it has been
an incredible day. We learned a lot of
new things in this particular inquiry.”
Bennett and Hajdu met with the
family members on Jan. 6 at the Victoria Inn after orientation sessions for
family members were held on Jan. 5.
Indigenous women make up four
per cent of the population, but 16 per
cent of all women murdered in Canada
between 1980 and 2012 were Indigenous women. Indigenous women are
three times more likely to report experiencing violence.
The federal government announced
the launch of the national inquiry
to address the high number of missing and murdered Indigenous women
and girls on Dec. 8. The inquiry was
included among the The Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls
to Action.
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Sports

from page 1

Lac Seul to host Youth Hockey Championships

submitted photo

The Lac Seul Events Centre, which will host the 2016 Northern Youth
Hockey Championships.

submitted photo/Blue Earth Phtotography

Tournament organizers, Shera Wesley and Chris Lawson, at the Lac Seul Arena. Not pictured is committee
member Sol Mamakwa.

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

A Feb. 8-14 Northern Youth
Hockey Championships tournament is being organized with
games to be held in Lac Seul
and Sioux Lookout during the
annual education week.
“The northern communities have an education week

and they have been coming out
during that week for the past
10 years or so,” says Chris Lawson, one of three tournament
organizers. “So we thought we
would (hold a youth tournament) at the same time that
they have the education week.”
Lawson and the two other
organizers, Shera Wesley and
Solomon Mamakwa, are aim-

ing to have four to six teams in
each division, including novice,
atom, peewee, bantam, midget
and juvenile divisions.
“Juvenile is a new age group
for 18-19 year olds,” Lawson
says. “Once you turn 18 you are
out of the midget age division
and you can’t play anymore at
a youth hockey tournament,
so we thought we would add

a juvenile division to give the
18-19 year olds an opportunity
to still play.”
Lawson says letters of invitation have already been sent to
the northern communities.
“We know it is expensive living up north so we were trying
to lower entry fees as low as
possible,” Lawson says. “We’re
not in it for any profit or personal gain.”
The organizers also plan to
hold a health and career fair
over one or two days during the
tournament.
“It would give the kids an
opportunity to see the importance of education and the
importance of finishing high
school and going on to college
or university,” Lawson says.
“We hope to get some businesses or organizations out to
display where (the youth) can
have careers after school.”
The majority of the games
would be held at the Lac Seul
Events Centre, which is located
in Frenchman’s Head, depending on the number of teams in
the tournament.

“The facility is great,” Lawson says, noting the Lac Seul
Events Centre has already
hosted successful tournaments.
“The ice surface is an NHL-sized
ice surface and we have the
space to accommodate teams in
the tournament here.”
Lawson says MVP awards
will be presented in each division and the A-side champions
will receive championship jackets with the players’ names.
“It’s a way for us to give back
to the youth and the communities,” Lawson says. “And also
we are going to feature an allstar game in our senior divisions, the bantam, midget and
juvenile. We are going to look
to select two-to-four players per
team to suit up for our all-star
game.”
Lawson says a coach’s draw
and a team volunteer award
trophy are also being planned
for the tournament.
Contact Lawson at chrislawson@lsfn.ca or Wesley at sherawesley@lsfn.ca for more information.

ᐸᑎ ᐦᐊᔾᑐ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐃᑫᐧ
ᐃᒪ
ᓂᑲᓂᐡᑲᐠ
ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲ ᐅ ᒋ ᑲ ᓇ ᐊ ᐧ ᐸ ᒥ ᑕ ᐧ
ᐅᓇᑕᒪᑯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᑭᐃᔑᐃᐧᑕᒪᑫ
ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ
ᒋᑭᐊᔑᑎᓂᑕᐧᐸᐣ
ᐅᒪ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑲ ᑭ ᐸ ᐸ ᔑ ᓀ ᐊ ᐧ ᐨ
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᒪᓀᓂᒥᑕᐧᐸᐣ.
“ᐊᑎᑲ
ᑕᓴᐧ
ᑲᒪᒪᐊᐧᐱᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲ
ᑲᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ, ᐊᔕ
ᓂᔕᐧ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑭᐱᔑᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐣ,
ᑭᐱᐅᒋᑲᑭᑫᑕᒥᐣ ᐅᐡᑭ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᓄᒋᑭᑫᑕᒪᐣ ᐊᐣᑎ
ᑫᓄᒋᒪᒋᓂᐡᑲᔭᐠ ᑫᓄᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ
ᑲᑲᑫᐧᑲᒋᑎᓇᒪᐠ, ᐃᐁᐧ ᑭᒋ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑫᓇᐦᐃᓇᑲᐧᐠ,
ᑫᓄᒋᒥᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐅᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐅᒪ ᑭᒋ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ,” ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᐦᐊᔾᑐ. “ᑫᓂᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓂᓯᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᐣ,
ᒥᑐᓂ ᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ.
ᒥᔑᐣ ᐅᐡᑭ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᓂᑭᐅᑎᓇᒥᐣ
ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ.”
ᐯᓀᐟ
ᒥᓇ
ᐦᐊᔾᑐ
ᐅᑭᓇᑭᐡᑲᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ ᐱᓯᑦ 6
ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᓂᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐱᐠᑕᐧᕑᐃᔭ
ᐃᐣ ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ
ᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᑎᐯᐣᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᓇᑐᒥᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ
ᐱᓯᑦ 5 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᓂᐨ.
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ
4
ᐳᕑᓭᐣᐟ
ᑕᓯᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᑕᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ,
ᐁᑲᐧ ᔕᑯᐨ 16 ᐳᕑᓭᐣᐟ ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐃᑫᐧᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐅᒪ ᑲᓇᑕ
ᐊᐦᑭᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 1980 ᐱᓂᐡ
2012 ᑭᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑫᐧᐃᐧᐊᐧᐠ.
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑫᐧᐠ
ᐃᓇᒋᒪᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᐦᓴᐧ ᐁᐅᐣᒋᐊᐧᑫᐃᐧ
ᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᑲᓂᑯᐃᐧᐣ.
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᐱᓯᑦ 8
ᐊᒥ ᐊᐱ ᑲᓇᑕ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪ
ᑲᑭᐃᐧᑕᐠ
ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᑭᒋ
ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᓇᐱᐨ
ᑲᑭᒋᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐊᐧᓂᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᓂᓯᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᑫᐧᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᐃᑫᐧᓭᓴᐠ.
ᐊᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ
ᐯᔑᐠ ᑭᒋ ᓇᓇᑕᐃᐧᑭᑫᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᒋᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑌᐯᐧᐃᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇ ᑭᒋᐁᐧ ᒥᓄᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑎᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ
ᑲᑭᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
94 ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ
ᒋᔭᓂᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ.

Wawatay News

JANUARY 15, 2016

3

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

News
Student death inquest continues in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler is
calling for an extension of the
inquest into the deaths of seven
NAN high school students in
order to implement recommendations.
“Phase three, which I understand will be some time in
March, is the development of
the recommendations,” Fiddler says. “But NAN is saying
there has to be a phase four as
well. That is for all the parties
to come together and agree
on a course of action to implement all the recommendations
that will result from this joint
inquest.”
Phase three is scheduled for
Feb. 29 to March 10, with final
instructions to the jury and jury
deliberations scheduled for
March 29-31. The jury of four
women and one man is sched-

photo by Rick Garrick/ Wawatay News

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler is calling for a fourth phase in the inquest
into the deaths of seven Nishnawbe Aski Nation high school students
in Thunder Bay to implement inquest recommendations.
uled to hear evidence from
about 200 witnesses during the
inquest.
Fiddler was pleased to see
Status of Women Minister Patty

Hajdu in attendance at the
inquest on Dec. 17.
“It was good to have her
there to observe the proceedings because she will be one of

the ministers that will have a
say in terms of how the national
inquiry on murdered and missing Indigenous women and girls
is rolled out,” Fiddler says. “For
her to take the time to observe
the proceedings yesterday was
very significant.”
Phase one of the inquest initially got off to a rocky start on
Oct. 5 due to its placement in a
small courtroom at the Thunder
Bay courthouse.
“All of us were disappointed
to learn about the venue,” Fiddler said at the time. “The
fact that they chose one of the
smallest courtrooms for one of
the biggest inquests in Ontario’s
history, the fact that they had
to squeeze all the seven families into the room, was just very
shameful.”
After the first day, the
inquest was moved to the largest courtroom in the courthouse on the second day.
The inquest broke for the

holidays on Dec. 17 after hearing testimony about the deaths
of Paul Panacheese, 21, from
Mishkeegogamang;
Robyn
Harper, 19, from Keewaywin;
Jethro Anderson, 15, from
Kasabonika; Curran Strang,
18, from Pikangikum; Reggie
Bushie, 15, from Poplar Hill;
and Kyle Morrisseau, 17, from
Keewaywin.
“Right now, for the first
phase, it is to hear evidence
from the police, from the other
experts that were involved in
these cases during the time that
these students passed away,”
Fiddler says. “So it’s gathering
information to hopefully give
some answers to the families,
to the many questions that they
have as to what happened, why
their sons or their daughter
passed away and what were the
contributing factors to those
deaths.”
The first phase of the inquest
is scheduled to resume on Jan.

11 with testimony about the
death of Jordan Wabasse, 15,
from Webequie. The first phase
is scheduled to end on Jan. 21
and the second phase is scheduled for Feb. 1-25.
“Phase one … looks at each
individual case,” Fiddler says.
“(Phase two) looks at the
broader systemic issues that
may have contributed to the
tragic deaths of these students.”
The inquest is being held
to examine the circumstances
surrounding the deaths of the
seven students who died after
leaving their remote home communities to pursue secondary
school studies in Thunder Bay.
The jury may make recommendations aimed at preventing
similar deaths in the future.
Dr. David Eden is presiding
as inquest coroner and Trevor
Jukes, Karen Shea and Amy
Leamen are counsel to the coroner.

First Nation leaders react to TRC’s final report
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler
says the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to
Action are a call to all Canadians, not just the provincial or
federal governments.
“For the prime minister to
publicly state their commitment
is very encouraging,” Fiddler
says. “That is something that
we should all follow through as
well. We all need to make that
commitment to be a part of that
reconciliation, to be part of that
healing. We all need to move
past this experience and for the
sake of our children to build
strong families and stronger,
healthier communities.”
The TRC released its Final
Report on Dec. 15 at the Shaw
Convention Centre in Ottawa.
A webcast of the ceremony is
available online at: www.trc.ca/

photo by Rick Garrick/ Wawatay News

Long Lake #58 Chief Allen Towegishig wants to see more healing
services for residential school survivors after the Truth and Reconciliation Commission released its Final Report on Dec. 15.
websites/trcinstitution/index.
php?p=903.
During
the
ceremony,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
recalled how a teacher in one
of the “very good schools” he
attended refused to teach the
chapter on Indigenous Canadi-

ans.
“The teacher shrugged and
said: ‘This chapter’s not very
interesting and not very important so we’re going to skip it,’”
Trudeau says. “And we went
on to talk about the Durham
Report or some other such

things. Let me tell you, the work
you have done here today, the
work that all of you here are a
part of, will ensure that never
again in the future of Canada
will students be told that this
is not an integral part of everything we are as a country,
everything we are as Canadians. That is a promise we make
right here, all of us together.”
Trudeau says the Indian residential school system was one
of the darkest chapters in Canadian history.
“The burden of this experience has been on your shoulders for far too long,” Trudeau
says. “The burden is properly
ours as a government, and as a
country. Moving forward, one
of our goals is to help lift this
burden from your shoulders,
from those of your families, and
from your communities. It is to
accept fully our responsibilities
– and our failings – as a govern-

ment and as a nation.”
Fiddler says the media needs
to look at the role they can play
in the implementation of the
TRC’s 94 Calls to Action and the
road towards reconciliation.
“They need to make it their
mission and for them to truly
understand the issues of our
communities before they report
on any of our issues,” Fiddler
says. “The education piece is so
important for anyone reporting
on our issues. They really need
to understand where we are
coming from. We’ve seen that at
the national level and even here
at the regional level.”
Long Lake #58 Chief Allen
Towegishig says residential
school survivors are still suffering from their experiences in
residential school.
“We couldn’t speak our language at St. Joseph’s, they put
soap in our mouth,” Towegishig
says. “When I went to residen-

tial school, I was Anishinabe.
By the time I finished, they
knocked the Indian out of me.
I used to be close to my grandmother and grandfather, but
after I finished school I was
scared of them. And I was
ashamed to be Anishinabe.”
Towegishig says more healing services are required for
residential school survivors.
“I’m happy to say I’m proud
to be Anishinabe now after
I’ve gone through my healing,” Towegishig says. “For
us people on our healing
journey, an apology doesn’t
mean anything to me because
I’ve already accepted it, I’ve
already forgiven them. But
the people who are still suffering, it would be nice to be
acknowledged that (the government and churches) did
harm and that shouldn’t happen and it’s not going to happen again.”

WAW

Date Com

May 1,
Size:

Thank You, Airlines!

Thank You, Airlines!

6 COL x

Complete

WAWATAY NEWS
Date Completed:

May 1, 2012
Size:

6 COL x 84 AGATES
Completed by:

Matthew
ID:

20120510 W
May 3, 201

To: ______

______

Matthew Bradley

From: ___

To: ______________________

Please pro
it today by
will run as

ID:

20120510 WWT Thanks Airlines m
May 3, 2012 12:22 PM

______________________
From: ___________________
@ Wawatay News
Please proof your ad and return
it today by fax, otherwise your a
will run as it is on this fax.

Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News
Your fast, courteous delivery of Wawatay News
to our northern communities is appreciated.
Choose 1 of the following:
Run as is

Run ad with changes

@W

Choose 1

Run

Run
(no

Req

DO

(in f

(no additional proof required)

Require new proof
DO NOT RUN AD
(in for quote only)

to our northern communities is appreciated.

Ad cost: __

To run: ___

Ad cost: ____________________

To run: _____________________
____________________________
Signature of Client’s Approval
Note:
Ad proofs may not print out the
same size as they will appear in
the newspaper.

__________
Signature

Note:
Ad proofs m
same size
the newspa

4

Wawatay News JANUARY 15, 2016

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

Sandy Lake Hamper Night
16-5th Avenue North P.O. Box 1180
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1B7
Serving the First Nations in Northern Ontario since 1974.
Wawatay News is a politically independent monthly newspaper
published by Wawatay Native Communications Society.

ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ 1974 ᐁᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑭᐧᐁᑎᓄᐠ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑕᐃᑦᔑᑫᐧᐃᓇᐣ. ᑕᓱᓂᔓᐱᒥᑯᓇᑲ ᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌ ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐧᐃ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐧᐃᐣ ᐅᓇᔓᐧᐁᐧᐃ ᑲᓇᐧᐊᐸᒋᑫᐧᐃᓂᐠ ᒋᐃᔑ
ᐸᐸᒥᓯᒪᑲᐠ ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᑫᐧᐃᓇᐣ.

Commentary

Don’t be fooled
by hate
Xavier
Kataquapit
UNDER THE
NORTHERN SKY

R

ecently, I have heard a lot
of comments on the fact
that we are welcoming
many refugees from Syria. This
topic is very popular in many
local coffee shops and places
where people meet throughout Northern and Southern
Ontario. Sadly, I hear a lot of
hatred and mean comments
from people and that disappoints me.
I am not really surprised at
these negative comments about
the arrival of refugees from
Syria as I have heard nasty chatting about First Nation people
like myself for many years.
When right wing governments
and organizations want to stir
up trouble they always seem to
resort to pushing hate buttons
on topics that turn normally
nice people into hate mongers.
The sad part is that this actually
works to a great degree.
However, thankfully, most
Canadians see through this fanning of hate and remain open,
tolerant and kind. We all live
in a very wonderful country
and we are lucky to have such a
great democracy where people
can live safe and productive
lives.
The thing is that we have to
stand up to hatred and intolerance when we see it rise up
because that kind of sentiment
really leads to allowing governments and powerful right wing
organizations to take us all
down a path to fascism. I don’t
think most of us would want to
go in that direction.
I have seen over the years
that when governments want to
divert attention from their own
bad deeds they point the finger
at the most vulnerable in society who have a difficult time
fighting back.
I have watched mean spirited
governments focus blame and
negative comments on the poor,
the mentally ill, drug addicted
persons, non white cultures and
of course First Nation people.
When you do a little research
you learn that these same governments and organizations are
terrible at running provinces
or countries and actually have
put Canada in a very negative
situation in terms of debt not to
mention their countless corruption issues.
For too many years I have
watched while our governments make life better for the
very wealthy on the backs of
the middle class and poor.
I feel guilty that we have
allowed our governments to

bomb people in far off countries
and that has resulted in the
deaths and injuries of thousands upon thousands. Did we
all have blinders on?
Was there some strange
reason that we stood by and
allowed things to go so terribly
wrong in this world and our
country?
Why have so many of us
joined the hate bandwagon?
We must all realize that the
Syrian refugees that are coming to Canada are leaving their
country because we and many
other countries have been
bombing the heck out of Syria
for some time now.
The country’s cities and
towns are being demolished,
infrastructure and even hospitals have been destroyed and
there are few safe places for
people to live.
I commend Justin Trudeau
and the Liberals and also the
opposition NDP for taking us
back from war and providing a
safe place for Syrian refugees
to settle.
We need to keep Canada a
democracy that is open, peace
loving and committed to making the world a better place. I
fear that if we get lazy with this
mission then we will pay for it.
As a matter of fact it will be our
future generations that will pay
for it as they may have to live
in a world that is full of hatred,
intolerance and violence.
We should be dedicating our
best efforts to assisting other
less fortunate countries to have
better quality of life and safety.
That way we would be helping
them to create an environment
they would not want to run
away from.
Just because we want their
resources and we are prepared
to take them by violent means
does not mean we are right in
doing so.
Might is not right.
I appeal to my First Nation
family and friends across the
country to keep strong and
stand tall for a better world, our
waters, land and people all over
this Mother Earth.
I also appeal to everyone
else to remember that they also
come from origins of refugees.
Most people that immigrated
to Canada did so because they
wanted a better life and to
develop a democratic, free and
safe place for their families. We
are all refugees in one way or
another and we should keep
that in mind before condemning the Syrian children, mom’s,
dad’s, grandmothers and
grandfathers.
If you believe in any religion
on this earth and in the goodness of humanity then it is
important to remember that
hatred is evil. We are better
than that.

photo submitted by Elliot Fiddler

Every year, the community gets together to make Christmas hampers for all the school children, including the high school, the
elementary school, and the Christian school. The hampers contain food items like pasta, canned food, and crackers. Approximately
640 hampers were made in 1 hour.

Dancing for Cool!! A Christmas Story
Gail Duiker

Special to Wawatay News

W

esakechak loved
Christmas. And he
loved to plan what he
would gift himself.
As he examined his nose
hairs in the old car mirror.
Maybe, he would get himself
a dog grooming kit. Better yet, a
shaver was what he needed for
his long whiskers. Or, maybe he
could use a nail file and black
toe nail polish. He could look
like Ozzie! Yah. Ozzie likely
would paint his toe nails black
to match a black leather jacket.”
“Rock Star, Babee!!” He
kissed the mirror and did a
moon walk across the snow
wearing a pair of goulash boots.
Just them, he heard a lot of
noise by the Indian Rec Center.
The intercom was booming
outside and there were many
car and trucks there.
Some guy was shouting now
into the PA system.
“This is O’ Chiese, your MC.
“C’mon, all you guys. All you
girls, everyone. Get yourself
ready. Christmas dance competitions begins after 7 P.M. And
the Grand Entry is at 7, sharp.
Don’t be late. Okee, then.
The next thing Wesakechak
heard was the M.C.
“checkin; Check. Check.
Check-Check.
Then, One Two Three.
Checking. Check-Check. CheckCheck.
Wesakechak said to himself;
“Them Indian guys like the
mike, that’s for sure!”
He watched as the Chiefs
and the Elders lined up behind
the Veterans. And all looked
their best. Wesakechak got into
the back of the line behind this

young guy who was wearing
fine Regalia but had a crutch.
“What doing?” He said to the
young guy.
“Not much.” The other
replied. “Supposed to dance but
sprained it.” He pointed to his
ankle.
Wesakechak himself really
wanted to dance.
He knew that he could likely
pull some tricks out of his ear,
and then if he could dance. And
if he won a cash prize then
there would be no question of
having Christmas Cash.
Once inside the entrance, he
spotted an Eagle Feather Blanket by the door.
Beside the welcoming table,
an older Mooshum was dozing,
leaning on his cane. On top the
table, was a tall Indian hat with
feather.
Wesakechak said the magic
word.
“Bingo!” Now the Eagle
Feather blanket was square on
Wesakechak’s shoulders.
He said “Bam!” and just like
that, Mooshum’s tall black hat
was
suddenly on Wesakechak’s
head.
‘Jes’ borrow it Mooshum?”
Mooshum knodded in his sleep.
“Respect!” O’ Chiese, the
visiting MC shouted. Please
welcome The Grand Entry!”
“Ka Boom! Kaboom!’ The
drummers beat out a tremendous Honor Song and the
unmistakable sound of the Cree
Song filled the large room.
All the honored guests and
representatives filed in and
were announced by the visiting
MC O’Chiese.
At the last of the line, Wesahchechak was still standing
behind a young guy who was

wearing a very grand regalia.
The young guy although he
was leaning heavily on a crutch
but hopped in at his name. “And
here is, Nebraska And named
after his place of residence, he
travelled here last year and is
last years Champion of if the
Men’s Prairie Chicken Dance.”
Next, the lanky Wesakechak
came into view. Hiding his face
from view and beneath the
shadow of the tall black hat.
“And whom do we have
next?” The MC was flustered
now.
“South Dakota! here. I
am right next to Nebraska!”
Wesakechak grinned.
Escorted to their seats, the
trickster turned. “ Nebraska?
Bad luck, kid? You twisted an
ankle but me, my regalia blew
out of the truck by Loyd, Loydminister, that is.”
Suddenly, Wesakechak’s
eyes glazed over. “Idea! If I
can borrow your regalia, I can
dance for us both, eh neighbor?
And I would split any wins
with you.’ His voice sounded
so sincere that the young man,
Nebraska agreed.
It was also okay with the
Judges so the MC gave the
thumbs up to the boys.
The MC, O’Chiese knodded
back. “O kee. All you big boys,
C’ mon up.”
Wesakechak was hitching
up his too short pants now.
Bells jingled merrily as he tied
these on above this tufted furry
ankles.”
One of the dancers smiled…
nice cuffs Man. Coyote? He
asked.
“Well, I never!” Wesahchechak put on an old English
accent and sniffed and walked
away from the insult.

“Unusual Convention here.
With the Judges approval the
dancer, South Dakota will
represent also, Nebraska. Nice
cooperation, guys!”
Wesakechak pulled his
Indian top hat, real low as the
drumming and singing began
in earnest.
Time to stretch, his borrowed pants were too tight so
he began trying to stretch them.
And he stentched one leg to the
ceiling. ‘Wha Wha!”
“Charlie-Horse” He yelled
and his leg shot out straight.
The men around him began
dancing.
“Men’s Free Dance!” the MC
proclaimed.
The Cree trickster was hopping around on 1 leg as he
noticed the Prairie Chicken
dancer move on by.
So, Wesakechak yelled “AC
DC” and assumed the role of
Angus and did the duck-walk
across the area center.
What next?
Wesakechak thought for he
knew that desperate times call
for desperate measures.
“John Travolta!” he yelled
and stiffened up into a haughty
pose. He parted his way
through the dancers now.
He strutted and pointed
to the air. A distant murmur
rippled through the crowd and
snickers.
“O-LA-AA! Do the hustle!” he
says now.
“Wha?’ said the other seated
dancer, Nebraska.
“Wha Wha!!” said the MC.
“Do the hustle!” said Wesakechak. “Do the Bustle” said the
MC trying to maintain some
manner of control.
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Culture

New Phrase Book encourages language continuity
Geoff Shields

Wawatay News

Patricia Ningewance is well
known for her work in keeping
First Nations languages alive
and well by publishing a number of books dealing with the
subject, notably Talking Gookom’s Language.
She was in Thunder Bay
with Wawatay radio announcer
and translator Jerry Sawanas
on December 19 -20 to launch
the latest of four pocket phrase
books (the previous three are
in Ojibwe, Swampy Cree and
Inuktitut) dealing with the OjiCree language.
Opening at the Waverley Resource Library they
explained to a small but enthusiastic group the importance of
keeping native language alive
while utilizing a practical demonstration of calling up members of the audience to ask a
question from the book in OjiCree which they then answered.
Ningewance explained about
her involvement in indigenous
language.
“Well I first began with a
book called Survival Ojibwe,
which was very popular but
now out of print. I then put out
a bigger version called Talking Gookom’s Language which
was also very popular, I teach
Ojibwe at the University of
Manitoba, but the pocket series
I had always wanted to do and I
had a drawer full of phrases text

I could use so I made them into
phrase book topics, things that
a person would need to know
to get around in the community
or in everyday situations such
as talking on the phone or visiting places like the clinic, hospital, the social workers office or
in the bush and then I made it
so that it contained all sorts of
medical terminology so that’s
intended also for fluent speakers, people who work in lawyers
offices, nursing stations any
of those programs where they
need to say different things so
the books have got two purposes, one for learners and one
for professional fluent people.”
She added,“ I did the first one
in Ojibwe and it was really successful and then I had it translated into Inuit and that’s been
out for maybe seven years now
and later I had it translated into
Swampy Cree-Northern Manitoba area.”
One of the greatest concerns
is the fact that the younger
generation is losing touch
with their traditional language
when asked if her books helped
to keep it alive she replied, “I
think so, because with pocket
Ojibwe which has been around
for awhile, when I see young
people buying it and they sell it
at gas stations in Winnipeg and
at powwows and a lot of people
buy it, they thank me for getting
it printed. They really appreciate that they have a small book
like that where they can use

phrases from it, where they can
increase their vocabulary with
the language that is in it and
it has place names and that’s
important that we name the
places in our regions in our language.”
Following the library another
launch took place later that
afternoon at the Fort William
Arts and Craft Fair, which met
with success.
Monday the 21st saw them at
the Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win
Hospital for a final presentation
where a large crowd gathered
to listen, participate and to buy
copies of the book.
Sawanas shared his thoughts
on the launchings.
“I think we have been looking
for resources for our community members and also others
that want to learn our language
and there are quiet a few and so
Pat started doing these pocket
dictionaries/ phrase books
and I think it is so important to
have these materials because
people don’t know where to
look for resources to help them
learn their languages or people
from other cultures wanting to
learn our languages so when
she asked me, I thought it was
such a great idea that she is
doing this, I jumped at the
chance to help her.” He continued, “It took a few months
to get all the phrases down. If
you go up North and you want
to go to the medical center, airport or band office it provides

all the questions so that you can
find your way around the community and that’s the beauty
of this book, once you go into
the community you have your
phrase book and that’s how you
can begin good conversations
on language. People love to be
engaged with others learning
their language so I am really
hoping that especially the communities will take to these
phrase books and use them
because you need to start somewhere and this is a great starting point. I think its it’s a very
good way for getting people
talking.” He concluded, “This
is a new thing that’s happening
amongst our people, where we
are promoting our languages
and when you promote yourself you create excitement and I
hope it picks up and goes everywhere.”
Adrian Lawrence is a teacher
at North Spirit First Nations he
attended the library launch and
shared,
“Today some of the things
I have known already. The
sounds in Oji-Cree are quiet
different in English and the
annotate and inanimate I find
really interesting. No Oji-Cree is
not a dead language, there are
still thousands of people who
speak it and it’s important that
it doesn’t disappear.”
James Morris Executive
Director of the Sioux Lookout
First Nations Health Authority
who attended the Meno Ya Win

photo by Geoff Shields/Wawatay News

Patricia Ningewance and Jerry Sawanas launched the latest of four
pocket phrase books (the previous three are in Ojibwe, Swampy Cree
and Inuktitut) dealing with the Oji-Cree language.
launch concurred.“ We have to
do something because dealing
with languages is a big job and
this is a good start. It is also a
good way of helping young people retain their language, you
can lose your language in one

generation and because English
is so available, the teaching system is English the media is in
English you have to deal with
all that. I think this is a great
undertaking and we need more
of this.”

Cree service held at St. Paul’s in Thunder Bay
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Anglican Church Bishops
Lydia Mamakwa and Mark MacDonald and Reverend Kenina
Winter performed a healing
service during the Dec. 6 Cree
service at St. Paul’s Anglican
Church in Thunder Bay.
“It wasn’t in the plans to
have the healing service as
part of the communion service, but I saw a lot of people
in wheelchairs and people that
are here for medical reasons,”
says Mamakwa, bishop for the
Indigenous Spiritual Ministry
of Mishamikoweesh. “I felt the
call that we need to do this. We
wanted to give them communion and they wanted prayers
too.”
Mamakwa,
MacDonald,
national Indigenous bishop,
and Winter laid hands on the
people during the healing service. The Cree service featured
hymns, readings and prayers in
the Cree language. It was the
fourth held in Thunder Bay.
“We hope the (Cree service)
will continue and hope that it
will expand,” Mamakwa says,
noting a group of people in
Thunder Bay are working on
expanding ministry in the city.

“We do need more people to
help, and a coordinator on the
ground to do the work. Hopefully we will have something in
place all year round to deliver
this kind of ministry in our language, even if it’s home visits to
the sick people and the shut-ins
and in the hospital too.”
Jason Beardy, a member of
the Mamow committee, says
the group is looking at the
needs of community members
from the northern communities
who are living in Thunder Bay.
“Right now we are doing this
on a volunteer basis,” Beardy
says. “But if we are going to be
expanding, it needs to be done
through a coordinated effort.
We may have to seek out some
funding for a coordinator that
can do this on a more stable
basis.”
In addition to the Cree service, the Mamow committee also provided a feast after
the service at Dennis Franklin
Cromarty First Nations High
School, where the Indigenous
Spiritual Ministry Healing Gospel Jamboree was being held
from Dec. 3-6.
“We fly in the northern ministers who come in to do the
service if they are not already
down here on other business,”

Beardy says. “It’s just a lot of
coordination in terms of gathering the donated food or if we
have to go shopping for food.
We have traditional food that is
donated and brought down to
us.”
WRN’s Bill Morris, a deacon with St. Mary’s Anglican
Church in Sioux Lookout and
one of the organizers of the
Indigenous Spiritual Ministry
Healing Gospel Jamboree, says
there were more people this
year from the northern communities at the jamboree.
“I see people coming from
Fort Severn, from Sachigo Lake,
Bearskin Lake, Big Trout Lake,
Muskrat Dam and also from
Neskantaga and Summer Beaver,” Morris says. “The Cree, the
Oji-Cree and the Ojibway are
here.”
Former regional chief Stan
Beardy attended the Cree service along with Jason Beardy,
Morris and many other community members.
“First Nations people are very
spiritual people,” Stan Beardy
says. “Over the years many of us
have different ways of expressing that spirituality. To hear the
singing, the church service in
our own language reconnects
us to our home communities.”

Stan Beardy says many of
the people in attendance at the
Cree service are not in Thunder
Bay by their own choice.
“They long to hear their own
people in their own language to
sing and to hear what they grew
up with,” Stan Beardy says.
“It’s nice to see so many Elders
here that may not have had the
opportunity to see each other
over time.”
DFC vice principal Sharon
Angeconeb enjoyed the Cree
service.
“It brings back a lot of memories of a long time ago when we
used to have these services up
north,” Angeconeb says. “It’s
really amazing the local talent, the singers, the musicians.
The pianists didn’t have all the
university training to play the
music but yet they did an amazing job. I really enjoyed that,
and it’s good fellowship too to
see people from the north.”
Mamakwa says community
members in Thunder Bay have
been “very receptive” to the
Cree service.
“There are a lot of Elders
here that can’t go back home, so
they really need this kind of service,” Mamakwa says. “Some of
them don’t speak English (so)
being able to hear this in their

photo by Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Indigenous Spiritual Ministry of Mishamikoweesh Bishop Lydia
Mamakwa, National Indigenous Bishop Mark MacDonald and Reverend Kenina Winter perform a laying of hands healing ceremony
during the Dec. 6 Cree language service at St. Paul’s Anglican Church
in Thunder Bay.
language brings very much
needed comfort too.”
St. Paul’s Arch Deacon Deborah Kraft loves hosting the Cree
service in her church.
“I find it very meaningful,
I find it very beautiful,” Kraft
says. “We regularly say prayers
in Cree here on the Sunday
morning, so this is something
that just moves me and uplifts
my heart. I’m just very thankful
for the spiritual gifts of our First
Nation brothers and sisters.”

Kraft says St. Paul’s perform
the laying-on-of-hands prayer
service every Sunday.
“Every single week, every
communion service, we have
either a deacon or a priest who
goes in the chapel and anoints
people and does prayers,” Kraft
says.
The church is located at the
corner of Ridgeway and McKellar Street on the south side of
Thunder Bay.
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from page 4
“Okay Guys. No more Free
Dance. Now, we are going to
see some real Indian dancing.
Folks, its time for the Grass
Dance!” The MCS was clear and
loud.
“Wha?” the Grass Dance?
Wesakechak shook one leg then
the other.
He gave the thumbs up to
Nebraska, who was like other
bystanders watching with large
eyes. Hey Ya, He yah He ya
Ha, the Cree singers were in
key and in high note and were
heading higher and higher their
notes rose to a crezendo. The
drums were going a faster and
faster.
All around, the man dancers
were parting the grasses, and
looking this way and that. They
swung their arms back, and
bent low.
That is when Wesakechak
sprung into being himself. He
swung 1long arm this way,
looped it then swung the other
arm. He crouched and parted
the grass this way and that
way. He smiled and posed, and
smiled and posed.
The Judges held their pens
up.
‘Ho Kee!!” All you guys now.
The judges have signalled to
stop.”
Wesakechak’s heart was
trembling now. The MC O’
Cheise announced the Third
Prize, and the Second Prize but
still, no mention of any winning.
Then, ‘South Dakota!
Winner of the famed Grass
Dance and the First Prize!’ The
MC held up Wesakechak’s arm
to the crowd and pinned on the
medal. And the crowd roared
with laughter, he was s good
dancer after all.
After giving Nebraska the
High 5, Wesakechak began
counting out the monies; fives
and tens until it was ½ for each

one.
Nebraska protested. But, I
didn’t even dance.” Wesakechak took that to mean that
Nebraska wanted more money.”
“Greedy, huh? Okee. But
you gott’a throw in the electric
razor I saw in your back pack.”
“What for”
I like to look good!”
Like a shot, Wesakechak
went to get out of Nebraska’s
regalia.
“Here! Gim’me that blanket!”
the Cree trickster demanded.
‘Just hurry up then”
“Its Christmas!” Nebraska
shrugged as he sat there with
his re knickers and tee shirt.
“Show- off!” Wesakechak ran
to the men’s.
He took out the shaving
razor. Trimmed his whiskers.
“N-I-CE. Wha Wha!!”
Next, thing he would trim
up his ankles. He set the shaver
on low and had one long leg on
the sink.
But some guy opening the
bathroom door knocked the
razor and it went “Whizz”
instead of ‘Whoopps!” It just
ate up a large chuck of fur. The
Coyotee man, had no choice
but to match them up…
As he walked across the
floor, Nebraska laughed at his
naked ankles. Why you look
more like a Prairie Chicken!
And that comment started
an avalanche- a whole row of
assorted older kokums were all
laughing
And to add to his humiliation; one of the Kokum’s yelled.
“Nice Chicken Legs1”
Quickly he handed back the
Regalia to Nebraska and
the Coyotee man sloughed
beneath the blankey now. “Its
going to be a cold, cold winter
here in Alberta!” He pouted
and slouched a little lower and
ran so fast out the door.
Some things just take time
to learn any thing from. That is
all. Ekosi Maka! Merry Christmas to Pow Wow Country!!
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Arts and Entertainment
Annual craft fair a huge success
Geoff Shields

Wawatay News

Fort William First Nations
held their fourth annual Arts &
Crafts Fair on the weekend of
December 19-20. Over 30 stallholders were present displaying
a variety of goods that ranged
from leatherwork, beadwork,
paintings, bark work, clothing,
footwear, exquisite dolls and
jewelry. While for those who
wanted to take a break from
perusing the stalls to relax there
was a large variety of hot and
cold beverages and food combined with a place to sit and
talk to friends both old and
new.
The event was organized by
Directors Christian Chapman
from Fort William Reserve and
Jean Marshall originally from
Big Trout Lake but now residing
in Fort William both of whom
were pleased with the turnout.
Chapman commented, “We
have been holding our annual
Christmas craft sale for four
years, it’s an opportunity for
local artists to showcase the
work that they do. It is a community gathering and a great
opportunity to display and sell
our wares also a good opportunity for all of our artists to
meet one another, because all
year long we are doing our own
work so we really love the fair
so we can get together and do
craft.”
Marshall added, “This year
has been totally beyond our
expectations, people are coming and we are just letting them
set up, a kind of free for all. We
just want to give crafters a different opportunity to come out

and display their work. At present I think we are just going to
keep this like how we are doing
it, but I think we might do one
in summer time so we will do
it twice a year. We might have
to organize it, that’s the thing
because so far it has organized
itself just because we are all a
community of artists and we all
get along which is why it works
so well.”
Chapman concluded, “When
we started, there were probably
about eight of us and there are
some people who were here
from the start, our core of artists and now people are hearing
about it through word of mouth
and of course Face Book. There
are people here from up North,
Gull Bay, Armstrong, Thunder
Bay and Fort Francis. There are
people from all over ” he said.
Stallholder Paul Francis is
from Wikwemikong (Manitoulin Island Reserve) but has
lived in Thunder Bay for over
30 years. “I learnt how to do my
crafts from my mother, I started
working with her when I was
eight or nine years old so I have
been doing this for quiet a long
time. I do the powwow circuit
and attend all the celebrations
and enjoy doing the different
things I do. This is my second
year here and I am doing really
well, it’s a really good show and
I will be back next year.”
Beadwork designer Aileen
Malcolm shared,
“This is my first year and it
is always good to be out in the
public. It’s a good way to display my work and make new
friends, so I will be back next
year. If they still want me here,
Il be here.”

photos by Geoff Shields/Wawatay News

Fort William First Nations held their fourth annual Arts & Crafts Fair
on the weekend of December 19-20.

GET YOUR MONEY NOW!!!
PAY NO
WITHHOLDING
TAX WITH
STATUS CARD

WE UNLOCK:

FORMER EMPLOYER PENSION PLANS
LOCKED IN RETIRMENT ACCOUNTS
(LIRA)
FUNDS WILL BE DEPOSITED
DIRECTLY INTO YOUR BANK
ACCOUNT
*BC Registered funds do not qualify. Not available in QC.

CALL MARK Toll Free: 1(888) 451-6133
WWW.GETYOURMONEYNOW.CA

Wawatay News JANUARY 15, 2016

7

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

Arts and Entertainment
Webequie’s Summer Wabasse performs in Thunder Bay
photo by Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Webequie’s
Summer
Wabasse recently performed as
Curly Chop in the Goldilocks
and the Three Pigs theatre performance at St. Ignatius High
School in Thunder Bay.
“I’m one of the three pigs,”
Wabasse says. “It was a pretty
funny play. There are some
good lines. We had a lot of
laughs out of the crowd with it.”
Wabasse and the other students in the Grade 11 and 12
drama classes picked the play
and were cast for their roles in
early October.
“We had to be off-book by
the beginning of November,”
Wabasse says. “That’s when we
started doing our dress rehearsals every weekend.”
The first couple of dress
rehearsals ran from 12-5 p.m.
on the weekend, with hair and
makeup sessions running from
12-1 p.m.
“At one o’clock we would
all go on stage for the first two
rehearsals, but as we got closer
to the play the rehearsals went
from 10 o’clock to six o’clock
to accommodate for more
time to do more detailed stage
makeup and to run the whole
thing through more times if we
needed help with some separate scenes,” Wabasse says. “We
spent a long time on sets —
there were only two different
sets in the play but they were
pretty hard to make.”
The students performed the
play on Dec. 15 and 16 in the
St. Ignatius High School auditorium.
“With theatre class, you
really have to learn to express
yourself on stage,” Wabasse
says. “This definitely helps me
in my other classes. I don’t get
nervous before doing big presentations or seminars anymore.”
Wabasse usually achieves
high marks in school; her lowest mark this semester is 89 per
cent.

Webequie’s Summer Wabasse,
right, with her mother Leona
Scanlon, performed the Curly
Chop role in the St. Ignatius High
School Grade 11 and 12 drama
class production of Goldilocks
and the Three Pigs on Dec. 15
and 16 in Thunder Bay.

“I don’t do a lot of extra
stuff,” Wabasse says. “I do my
homework, I study for tests and
if I am struggling with anything
I will actually go to the teacher
for help.”
Wabasse plans to study engineering at Lakehead University
in the future, with a focus on
civil engineering.
“Math is one of my best subjects,” Wabasse says. “I actually
like doing math and solving
problems rather than writing
essays.”
In her spare time, Wabasse
makes and sells her own bath
products, including bath fizzes
with essential oils.
“Some of them have solid
colours, some have patterns,”
Wabasse says. “They kind of
look like coloured rocks.”
Wabasse originally began
making bath fizzes for herself
due to the high cost of commercial products.
“I just started making my
own and then people got interested in how I was making my
own and wanted to buy them
off of me,” Wabasse says.
During the Christmas season,
Wabasse had orders for “over a
hundred” bath fizzes.
“Most of my clients are people who have my mom on Facebook,” Wabasse says. “But I’ll
get people on buy and sell who
want to buy 10 so they can sell
them or put them in a gift basket for their friend.”
Wabasse plans to find a summer job next summer.
“I volunteered with (Fort
William Historical Park) for
Haunted Fort this fall and it was
fun.”

WATAYNIKANEYAP POWER LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
Wataynikaneyap Transmission Project
Phase 2: Connecting 16 Remote First Nation Communities

Life just isn’t the same for
someone after a sexual assault
or sexual abuse as a child
Our Centre has specialized in sexual abuse/
assault counselling since 1975.
Services are available to:
Females and males 14yrs or over
Counselling (in person or by phone)
24hour Crisis Line
If you or someone you care about needs help:
make the call

24hour crisis line: 1-807-344-4502
Toll Free 1-866-311-5927
Visit our website at: www.tbsasa.org

Wataynikaneyap Power L.P. is a licensed transmission company owned by 20 First Nation
communities in partnership with FortisOntario and RES Canada (Fortis-RES). Since 2008,
Wataynikaneyap Power and the member communities have been actively working to
develop new transmission facilities in Northwestern Ontario in order to connect remote
First Nation communities currently powered by diesel generation. Phase 1 of the project
requires a new transmission line to be constructed from the Dryden/Ignace area to Pickle
Lake. Wataynikaneyap initiated an environmental assessment on this part of the project in
September 2012. Phase 2 of the project is comprised of 1500 km of new transmission lines
and associated facilities, and will connect 16 remote First Nation communities north of
Red Lake and Pickle Lake to the provincial grid. Wataynikaneyap will be initiating
an environmental assessment for Phase 2 and formal notifications regarding the
environmental assessment will be provided shortly. More information on the
Wataynikaneyap Transmission Project can be found at www.wataypower.ca.
If you would like to be added to our Project mailing list or have Project-related questions,
please contact:
Margaret Kenequanash
Director/Chair
Wataynikaneyap Power LP
81 King St., P.O. Box 449
Sioux Lookout, Ontario, P8T 1A5
Tel: (807) 737-2662
Email: margaretk@shibogama.on.ca

John Cutfeet
Communications Officer
Wataynikaneyap Power LP
P.O. Box 9
Big Trout Lake, Ontario, P0V 1G0
Tel: (807) 738-0935
Email: cutfeetj@hotmail.com
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Politics

PM Trudeau
addresses AFN in
Special Assembly
photo by Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Neskantaga Chief Wayne Moonias is looking for the federal government to follow through with some
action and firm commitments after Prime Minister Justin Trudeau addressed the Assembly of First Nations
Special Chiefs Assembly.

Discover North Star Air
Who We Are
• Financially sound airline carrier
• Offering a full suite of cost-effective air transportation solutions and capacity to deliver; Charter,

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Nishnawbe Aski Nation
leaders look forward to working with the new federal government after Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau addressed the
Assembly of First Nations Special Chiefs Assembly in December.
“It was really encouraging to have the prime minister there to set the tone of the
meeting on the opening of
Day 1,” says Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler, “to again reiterate his
commitments to First Nations
to address our issues, on boil
water advisories for example, to
ensure that First Nations have
access to clean drinking water.”

Passenger, Cargo, Fuel Services
• Operating bases in Thunder Bay, Sioux Lookout, Red Lake, Pickle Lake and Kapuskasing
• A growing modernized and low maintenance fleet that consists of 5 Pilatus PC-12, 2 Cessna Grand
Caravan and 3 Basler BT-67 aircraft; a game changer for the North.
• Our focus is to provide you with the best customer experience by "Serving You Better"
• Opened new corporate office in Thunder Bay

Some Key Achievements
• To-date we have strategic partnerships with 10 First Nations; Bearskin Lake, Cat Lake, Deer Lake,
Kashechewan, Neskantaga, North Caribou Lake, North Spirit Lake Poplar Hill, Sachigo Lake, and Webequie.

Trudeau was the first
sitting prime minister
to address a Special
Chiefs Assembly and
the first to attend since
his father Pierre Eliot
Trudeau attended
more than 30 years
ago...

• Currently servicing 18 destinations in Northwest Ontario where 72% of them are First Nations with our Flex
Flight services.
• Our cargo business is experiencing signiﬁcant growth as a result of new contracts with major corporations
that provide lifeline services to the North.
• We have achieved platinum rating for our safety standards.

Our Value Proposition
• Revenue sharing agreement with those First Nation communities that have signed a strategic partnership
with us
• A path for a long-term investment into the ownership of North Star Air for our community partners.
• Working together to create new business opportunities while protecting and preserving nature and
maintaining First Nations values, culture and identify.

Community Investments and Involvement
• We are proud and dedicated to playing an active role in making a positive difference within the First Nation
Communities.
• Committed to sponsoring and supporting social and cultural programs such as Arts & Culture, Education,
Environment, Healthy Living and Sports and Recreation
• Building community relationships is of utmost importance to us and this is why we are hosting an Open
House event within each partner community.

Connecting Northern Ontario & Beyond...
People.Businesses.Communities

Reservations

Charter.Passenger.Cargo
Toll Free: 1.844.633.6294
Local: 1.807.474.2895
Fax: 1.807.475.8040

Trudeau was the first sitting prime minister to address
a Special Chiefs Assembly and
the first to attend since his
father Pierre Eliot Trudeau
attended more than 30 years
ago. Trudeau announced
plans to lift the two per cent
cap on First Nations education
funding, to launch a national
inquiry into missing and murdered Indigenous women, to
repeal bills passed unilaterally
by the former federal government and to implement the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action,
including the implementation
of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), during
his speech.
“That is so key when it comes
to the pressures we are facing
in our communities on resource
development,” Fiddler says
about UNDRIP. “First Nations
have that authority and they
have the right to have a say in
terms of what happens in their
territories, whether it is meaningful consultation but also to
give their consent in terms of
what happens in their territories. It was so important for
Prime Minster Trudeau to make
those commitments publicly at
that meeting.”
Webequie Chief Cornelius Wabasse says it is time
to develop a new relationship
with the federal government,
noting he met with Indigenous
Affairs and Northern Development Minister Carolyn Bennett
and other ministers during the
Special Chiefs Assembly, which
was held Dec. 8-10 in Gatineau,
Que.

“There has been a positive
sense from the federal government that they will work with
us in the development of the
Ring of Fire or any other development in the north,” Wabasse
says. “We’re looking forward to
working with the federal government on how we can make
this happen right for all parties
that have an interest in the Ring
of Fire.”
Neskantaga Chief Wayne
Moonias says Trudeau’s comments were “a welcoming statement,” but the federal government needs to follow through
on some of their key promises
and campaign commitments.
“There has to be some action,
there has to be firm commitments on the state of our communities,” Moonias says. ”Neskantaga is one of those communities that is going through
a boil water advisory issue. We
are trying to ensure that the
government comes to the table
and works with our First Nation
in trying to resolve this outstanding issue that we have in
our community.”
CBC reported in late December that the federal government
has committed to funding the
design phase of a water treatment plant for Neskantaga
in 2016-17. The Matawa First
Nations community has been
under a boil water advisory
since 1995.
Moonias was encouraged by
Trudeau’s commitment to lift
the two per cent cap on education.
“Education is one of the
key areas that there has to be
some investment, as well as the
revitalization or retention of
languages in our community,”
Moonias says. “The majority of
our community membership
still speaks our language and
it is important that that is part
of our culture and identity, so
there has to be some firm commitments made by this new
government to ensure there is
proper resourcing for our people in that area.”
Concerns about the affects of
this year’s unusually warm winter weather conditions on the
winter roads were also brought
up during the Special Chiefs
Assembly.
“There are concerns about
how late it is to start constructing these winter roads,” Fiddler
says. “And with an early spring,
that window for winter roads
is getting narrower and narrower. That’s the notice we gave
to the government last week is
that they need to be prepared to
step in. If we need to fly in the
fuel, the materials, the goods
up north, they need to be prepared to help support our communities in terms of flying each
of those things in for our communities because they are so
needed.”
Fiddler says the winter roads
are becoming less reliable due
to changing climate conditions.
“We need to start thinking
about building all-season roads
into our communities,” Fiddler
says.
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Indian Residential School Memorial

Northern
Communities feel
climate change
impact
Geoff Shields

Wawatay News

On December 14 2015, the
United Nations Conference on
Climate Change was held in
the Le Bourget suburb of Paris.
Representatives of the Canadian Government were present
at the talks, however the fact
that there were no representatives of the first Nations peoples
was of great concern to Ontario
Regional Chief Isadore Day who
expressed his concern in a letter
sent on November 23, 2015 to
the Prime Minister and Provincial Ministers prior to the meeting.
One of the rapidly accelerating effects of global warming which is impacting on the
Northern Communities is that
on the road system in his letter
Day stated that “ Our Peoples in
the North are all too aware that
warmer winters have already
negatively impacted their livelihoods, many communities
depend on winter roads for
food and materials. Shorter seasons have resulted in sometimes
severe shortages that have only
worsened the decades long crisis. There are 31 remote communities in Ontario that will
not have ice roads between now
and the year 2100. First Nation
peoples in the northern communities, who are the most
susceptible to climate change,
are already experiencing the
adverse effects. Animal migration patterns have adversely
affected hunting, while warmer
winters have reduced or eliminated ice roads to remote communities “ he said.
While declining to make a
formal statement, Sandy Lake
Chief Bart Meekis did mention
to a Wawatay reporter that the
Elders in the remote community are very concerned about
it as closures of winter roads
means financial loss for them
and supplies can’t get in but
sofa this has not happened yet
how ever awhile back they did
have problem , the road was
ok but it could not take huge
semis and if it was totally closed
it could have a drastic affect on
the community.
Wawatay News spoke to
Chief James Cutfeet from
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (Big Trout Lake)
Q. On December 18 2015
Ontario Regional Chief Isadore
Day in a letter to the Canadian Government after the
Paris Talks in which he called
upon our Treaty partners the
federal and provincial government tasteful now and order a
Climate Change Impact Study
in the north. We can’t wait
any longer. Climate Change
has dramatically reduced the
length of time winter roads are
accessible causing shortages of
food, fuel and medical supplies
and increasing the need for
fly in supplies. This results in
higher living costs and potential
decreases in quality of life and
health.” What are your views on
this.

A. Yes, there is a definite
need to study the Climate
Change impact. However the
Chiefs of Ontario does not represent Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug. KI is an Independent First Nation. The duration of the winter road season
is beginning to be of great concern. The higher of price of
goods ,materials and supplies
due to lack of extended winter
roads is affecting the lives of the
First Nations people.”

photo submitted by Chiefs of Ontario Communications

Ontario Regional Chief Isadore Day with Bkejwanong/Walpole Island Chief Dan Miskokomon at the Indian Residential School Memorial in Walpole Island after the Truth Reconciation Commision released their final report.

Q. Climate Change will affect
the Northern Communities in
a big way, can you expand will
affect you in Big Trout Lake.
A. “Climate change is affecting the North. Each year, the
possibility of winter road being
available becomes questionable. Winter road traffic flowing in and out of the remote
communities is determined by
the thickness of the ice on the
lakes and whether rivers or
creeks are frozen to make temporary passage. The moral of
winter road travellers will be
impact. People depend on the
road to socialize/visit/interact
with other communities, travel
out for conferences, the ability
to bulk shop etc.
The health of the people
is not necessarily affected as
transportation is normally by
airport. The pattern of animal
migration may be changing
but this can better be answered
by scientists and government.
As an individual and present
leader, this is my first year living in Big Trout Lake in 39
years. Therefore my first winter
road season.
The winter road crew began
preparing and started working on the road on Wednesday,
January6, 2016. It is too early
to receive an initial report especially where rivers and creek
crossings are concerned.”
Q. Representation of First
Nations people on Government surveys, talks on Climate
Change is important. Have representation opportunities been
extended to Big Trout Lake.
A.
“Kitchenuhamykoosib Inninuwug has not been
involved in any surveys or talks
related to climate change. I
am aware of the Assembly
of First Nation’s support and
involvement on talk’s and its
Resolution at the Paris Climate
Change Conference. Kitchenuhamykoosib Inninuwug is an
Independent First Nation and
we do not normally get involved
wit First Nations incorporated
organizations but we do have
observer status.”
Q. Have you heard anything
from Environmental & Climate
change Minister Catherine
McKenna or the Provincial Government in relation to discussion on the subject?
A. “Direct contact has not
been received by either levels of
government. Although, KI was
contacted by an organization
assisting in a Climate Change
conference regionally.”

ᒋᑭᑫᑕᒣᐠ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᓇᐧᕑᐟ ᐢᑕᕑ ᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᐁᐧᓀᓂᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᓂᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᐅᒪ

• ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐱᒥᔓᓂᔭᑫᒪᑲᐣ ᐅᒪ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ
•••

• ᓂᑐᒋ ᑲᑫᐧ ᐁᐧᑕᑭᑕᒪᑫᒥᐣ ᓂᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᓇᐣ, ᑲᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᑎᐸᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ ᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧᐣ, ᑲᐱᒧᓂᑕᐧ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ, ᐱᒥᑌ ᑲᐱᒧᒋᑲᑌᐠ
• ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᓂᑕᓇᓄᑭᒥᐣ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ, ᐊᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ, ᒥᐢᑯᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ, ᐅᑲᓯᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᐸᐢᑫᓯᐠ

• ᓂᑕᓂᔭᐸᒋᑐᒥᐣ ᐅᐡᑭᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᒥᓄᐱᑌᑭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒪᒪᐤ 5 ᓂᑕᔭᒥᐣ Pilatus PC-12 ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 2 Cessna Grand Caravan
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ 3 Basler BT-67 ᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᐊᒥᐅᓄ ᑲᐱᒥᓭᐊᐧᑫᔭᐠ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ.
• ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᔦ ᐁᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐠ ᒥᑐᓂ ᐱᑯ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᐁᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᐊᐧᑭᑕᐧ ᓂᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᓇᐣ
• ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᓂᑭᐅᐡᑭ ᑕᐃᐧᓇᒥᐣ ᓂᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᒥᓇᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ

ᐊᑎᐟ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᑭᑌᐱᓇᒪᑭᐣ
• ᐁᑲᐧ ᓄᑯᑦ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑎᐸᒋᒧᔭᐠ ᓂᑭᑌᐱᓇᒥᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑯᔭᐠ ᒥᑕᓱ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᒥᒋᑲᐣᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ, ᐱᔓᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ,
ᐊᑎᑯᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ, ᑭᔐᒋᐊᐠ, ᓀᐡᑲᐣᑕᑲᐠ, ᐊᐧᐃᐧᔦᑲᒪᐠ, ᒣᒣᑫᐧᔑᐃᐧᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ, ᐅᐸᓴᑎᑲᐠ, ᐊᒋᑯᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐧᐱᑫᐧᐠ.

• ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᓄᑯᑦ 18 ᑕᓯᓇᐧᔦᐠ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐃᔑ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐃᔑᒪᑲᓄᐣ ᓂᐱᒥᓭᐃᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒪᒪᐤ 72% ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐃᔕᒪᑲᓄᐣ ᑲᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑲᐅᓇᑌᐠ ᐱᒥᔭᐃᐧᐣ.
• ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᓂᑕᓂ ᑲᒋᑎᓇᒥᐣ ᐱᒪᐦᐅᑕᓱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐊᓂᐡ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ ᐁᐅᒋ ᑭᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ.
• ᓂᑭᑌᐱᓇᒥᐣ ᑫᑲᐟ ᓂᑲᐣ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᒋᒋᑫᐃᐠ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒧᒋᑫᔭᐠ ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᐊᔭᑲᐧᒥ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐠ.

ᑫᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᓂᑕᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᓇᐣ
• ᓂᑲᐅᓇᑐᒥᐣ ᑲᑭᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑯᔭᑭᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐸᑫᐧᓇᒪᑎᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᒥᓂᑯᐠ ᑲᓂᑲᐡᑭᒋᑫᒪᑲᐠ ᓂᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᓇᐣ.
• ᑕᓂᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ ᐱᓂᐡ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᔑᒋᑎᐯᐣᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁ ᐱᒥᓭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃ ᑲᐅᒋ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑯᔭᑭᑕᐧ.

• ᒪᒋᑕᒪᓱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐯᑭᐡ ᒋᒪᓇᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᐦᑭ ᒥᓇ ᒋᒪᓇᒋᒋᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᑭᒋᓀᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑎᒪᑎᓯᐃᐊᐧᐠ.

ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐠ ᑫᓄᒋ ᑲᒋᑎᓂᑫᑕᒪᓱᒪᑲᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒋᐸᐸᒥᓯᒪᑲᐠ
• ᓂᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐣ ᒥᓇ ᓂᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᒥᐣ ᐁᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑭᐅᒋ ᒥᓄᐡᑲᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

• ᓂᐸᑭᑎᓂᑎᓱᒥᐣ ᐁᐅᒋ ᐸᐸᑭᑎᓂᑫᑕᒪᑫᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐅᒋᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑐᔭᐠ ᓇᓇᑲ ᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᑐᑕᒧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᒋᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐃᐡᑯᓄᐃᐠ, ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧ
ᑲᓇᐁᐧᒋᑫᐃᐠ, ᑫᐅᒋ ᑭᔑᔕᐃᐧᐱᒪᑎᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᓇ ᒣᑕᐁᐧᐃᔑᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ.
• ᒥᑐᓂ ᓂᑭᒋᓀᑕᒥᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐃᐧᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᔭᑭᐣ ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐅᒋ ᓇᑐᑫᒧᔭᐠ ᒋᐱᔕᔦᐠ ᑲᑕᓱᔭᑭᐣ
ᑲᐅᒋᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑯᔭᐠ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᒥᓇ ᐁᐧᑎ ᐸᔑᐨ ᑫᓄᒋᐊᔭᓂᑯᐡᑲᓄᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ. ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

Reservations

Charter.Passenger.Cargo
Toll Free: 1.844.633.6294
Local: 1.807.474.2895
Fax: 1.807.475.8040
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Big name producer works with Black Stone on sophomore album
Lenny Carpenter

Special to Wawatay News

A Cree rock band has completed the recording of its sophomore album with the aid a bigname rock producer.
In November, the band Black
Stone made its way to Vancouver to work with Mike Fraser, a
Canadian producer, mixer and
engineer who has worked with
bands such as AC/DC, Metallica, Aerosmith and Rush.
“It was pretty amazing,”
said lead guitarist Michael
Archibald, a member of Taykwa
Tagamou First Nation. “When
we got there, we were looking
at each and thinking, this is
really happening. And I think
we were nervous just meeting
Mike because of his resume.
He’s one of the best.”
Formed about three years
ago, Black Stone is composed
of Archibald, lead singer Rob
Faries (Moose Cree), bassist
James Gunner (Moose Cree),
guitarist Darrell McLeod
(Moose Cree), and drummer
Jimmy McLeish.
The recording of the untitled
album — which is actually an
EP — is the follow up their selftitled debut album in 2013.
The band was formed when
Archibald wanted to collaborate
on new songs after he had previously released his own album,
in which he not only composed
and played the guitars, but also
sang. Where the album was
personal and mixed a variety of
styles, Archibald sought to focus
on a hard rock sound in the vein
of his favourite bands such as
AC/DC.
“I ended up talking with
one of my old bandmates,”
Archibald said. “We started
a collaboration with songs
that I wrote, and that Stewart
(Sutherland) wrote.”

Electing to focus on guitar,
Archibald decided they should
find a singer.
Faries had recently rejoined
the music scene after not performing for about 10 years.
Coming from a musical family,
Faries said he was not aware he
had a “singing” voice until his
late teens when his peers noted
his talent while performing
around a campfire.
Sutherland had performed
in a cover band with Faries
and recommended him to
Archibald. Though the trio
would collaborate on songwriting, it was mostly over e-mail.
“We didn’t know each other
on a personal level,” Archibald
said of Faries. “The first time we
spoke was when we recorded
the album.”
When it came time to pick a
band, Archibald came up with
one.
“I thought it sounded cool
basically but I didn’t think
too much of it. I thought,
that’s cool, I guess,” Archibald
recalled, adding with a laugh:
“Later on down the line, we
Google’d it and it was all over
the place.”
The album was recorded at
a studio in Brantford, Ont. that
year.
“After we recorded the initial
10 songs, people began to react
positively about the songs,”
Faries said.
The single “Push Me” garnered airplay on rock stations
across Canada, including Timmins, North Bay, Montreal, and
regions in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and British Columbia.
It also played on the Galaxie
rock channel available on some
satellite and digital cable networks.
With the release of an album
calls for live shows, and so
Black Stone went about recruit-

ing members a drummer and
second guitarist.
McLeod was asked to learn
their whole setlist just days
before the band’s first live performance at the Big River Summerfest in Moose Factory in
August 2013. Gunner would
later replace Sutherland as the
band’s bassist while McLeish of
London, Ont., filled in on the
drums.

“After we recorded
the initial 10 songs,
people began to react
positively about the
songs...”
– Mike Fraser

For the next two years, the
group played a number shows
in northeastern Ontario as well
some First Nations communities in other regions. They also
played in the local music scene
in Toronto, performing at clubs
such as Lee’s Palace, Tattoo Parlour and the iconic Canadian
venue, the Horseshoe Tavern.
Last June, the band played at
Dundas-Square as part of the
city’s Aboriginal history month
celebration.
With Archibald residing in
Cochrane, two members living
in Moose Factory, Gunner living on Manitoulin Island and
McLeish in London, Black Stone
often has little time to play
together before playing a show.
“We try to rehearse at least a
day before the gig,” Archibald
said. “If we have time, but
sometimes we don’t and just go
onstage without any rehearsals.”
Faries, who sings the whole
set on his own two weeks before

a gig, said if the band tries to
cram too much rehearsal time,
“we use up a lot of our energy.”
“But it’s great once we do get
together and everything seems
to work,” he said.
The band would also not
allow the distance to hinder the
songwriting for their second
recording.
Archibald said he records
ideas on his iPhone while
Faries, a graduate of Fanshawe College’s studio recording program, would put his
down on his own recording
equipment. Using e-mail or
DropBox accounts, the band
members would send each
other files. Archibald also travelled to Moose Factory to meet
with Faries and work on song
arrangements. And as with
most touring bands, they collaborated in hotel rooms while
on the road.
When it came time to find
a producer for their follow up
album, Archibald had lofty
hopes when he e-mailed Mike
Fraser in the summer of 2014.
“I knew about him through
the records I grew up listening
to,” he said. “I read the small
print. I thought, oh it’s that guy
who’s doing the album. He’s
worked with these people, like
AC/DC.”
Fraser
responded
to
Archibald the same day
“He was in London, England,
at the time, and he said he was
going to call me. And a couple
minutes later, we had a chat
about music, about the idea
and the recording. The same
thing was always brought up:
it’s always about the songs, all
about the songs.”
Fraser and the band maintained correspondence for a
year, and Archibald said he
wondered if they would ever
work together. Finally, Fraser

Auto Sales

807-626-0464
807-626-0464

8 0 7 -Thunder
6 8Bay,
4 -Ontario
825
8
1-877-296-9087

434 Memorial Ave.

All Trades Considered • Financing Available • HST & Licensing Extra

WWW.TRUEVALUEAUTO.CA

2008 MISTY RIVER 15' DEEP & WIDE

Northern Edition Fishing pkg, includes 2005 Mercury 25hp 4
stroke, and 2008 EZ loader trailer, 4 fishing seats, stk 0154R

$2,400
1989 TUNDRA LT

250cc, serviced and ready to go, stk
0100R

$5,495
2012 HONDA FOURTRAX TRX 420
4x4, winch, solid rear axle, low low
miles, like new, stk 0165R

Naturally, the band found
it a trip to be working with an
established producer such as
Fraser and working in a stateof-the-art studio.
While Archibald was about
to record a guitar solo, Fraser
told an assistant to get a guitar
from storage. Unbeknownst to
Archibald at the time, AC/DC
lead guitarist Angus Young had
given a Gibson SG — his signature guitar — to the studio.
“So I had a chance to
use Angus Young’s guitar,”
Archibald said, “and I recorded
some tracks on that.”
Even after their time in the
studio, the production mindset
remained in some members.
Faries said he analyzed himself
while singing Christmas carols
over the holidays.
“‘Am I flat? Is my timing off?’
All that is back in my mind,”
Faries recalled. “It was really
quite the experience.”
With the recording complete,
the EP is still in post-production
as it undergoes mixing and
mastering.
Though the EP and some
tracks still have working titles,
the band hopes it will be
released in the spring.
Archibald said he felt it was
a good idea to focus on an EP
instead of a full-length album.
“Our goal was to write fivesix songs for radio and I think
we did that,” he said.
Faries said he still cannot
believe how far this “little band
from northern Ontario” has
come.
“Every time we play I’m
really grateful for it,” he said. “I
had no idea it would turn into
this. And we’re still starting.”
Black Stone’s music can be
found their website blackstonemusic.com where there are also
links to their Facebook, YouTube and Soundcloud pages.

Steve Eaton

“It’s All in The Name”

$6,999

“gave the okay” to work with
Black Stone.
“We (the band) had our
little moment. Everybody was
happy,” Arcibald said. Laughing, he compared the feeling to
when “somebody graduates.”
Fraser had a busy schedule
and so the band had a small
window of time to work in the
studio with him. The band
had little time to apply for any
grants and so, other than a skidoo raffle, the band members
funded the recording of the EP
themselves.
The band made its way to
Vancouver in November and
spent four weeks in the studio
with Fraser at the helm.
Though they had most of
the songs already written, the
band spent a week in studio
preproduction: rehearsing the
new tracks together as a group
to polish and finalize the structures and arrangements.
Archibald said it was quite
the experience to work with
Fraser.
“We learned quite a lot
from working with Mike. He
has quite the ear. He can hear
the song speeding up but we
couldn’t hear it. He’s pretty
unbelievable. Which made us
better as players because we
never noticed ourselves.”
Faries initially found it intimidating when it came time to
record his vocal tracks.
“He’d say ‘You’re a little flat
there,’ or ‘you’re a little sharp,’”
Faries said. “There were points
I felt overwhelmed. I thought,
am I ready to do this? Can I do
this?”
Faries overcame his doubts
and feels confident in his final
work.
“The attention to the detail
of the production was really
great,” he said. “So I’ll be better
prepared for next time.”

$7,999
1998 CRESTLINER 1650 FISHHAWK SC

fishing pkg ready to go, comes with 75hp
Mercury outboard, trailer included, stk 0158R

$2,499
1986 SKIDOO0 TUNDRA LT

250 single cylinder, very clean, well kept tundra, ready to work, stk 0106R

$4,000
2002 KAWASAKI KVF 650 4X4
green, new mud tires, winch, nice shape, stk
0157R

DELIVERY
DELIVERY
AVAILABLE!
AVAILABLE

$1,500
1974 SKIDOO ELAN 250

$2,999
1991 SKIDOO TUNDRA LT

black, 250cc, great running condition, stk
0094R

single cylinder, nice clean machine
ready to go, stk 0152R

$1,500

$6,995

1997 SKIDOO OLYMPIC 340

stored indoors, rarely used, 340cc twin 2
stroke, great for the kids, stk 1769

2009 SKIDOO SKANDIK

super wide track, V800 4 stroke, electric start,
reverse, Hi and Low range, 24” track, stk 0160R

$3,495

$3,995

1999 POLARIS SPORTSMAN

2003 HONDA TRX 350 4X4

335cc, 4x4, good running ATV, stk 0167R

nice clean ATV, priced to sell, stk 0166R

$2,999
1991 SKIDOO TUNDRA LT

single cylinder, nice and clean Tundra II,
ready to go, stk 0153R

$1,350
1980 SKIDOO CITATION 4500

black, 377cc fan cooled twin motor, ready
for fun, stk 3413

$1,500
1974 SKIDOO ELAN 250 TWIN

250cc twin cylinder, nice clean little Elan,
stk 0156R
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Badanai Motors Ltd.
399 Memorial Ave, Thunder Bay, ON P7B 3Y4
Sales: 807-683-4900

www.badanaimotors.com
Pre-owned Financing as low as 3.49%.
STOCK #

MAKE/MODEL/YEAR

COLOR

MILEAGE

OPTIONS

PRICE

2013
G006A

13 GMC Sierra W/T crew
4x4

Silver

100,000

4.8L, cloth, auto, pl, pw,

$26,000

F460B

13 GMC Sierra SLE ext
cab 4x4

Red

57,123

4.8 v8 at air ct pw pl

$27,000

2012

photo by Pam Chookomoolin

(from left to right) Sophia Edwards, Mary Cecile Patrick, Catherine Sutherland, Mary Ann Gull, Joanne
Hunter, Felicia Danesi. Missing in the group picture is student Denise Patrick.

F580A

12 GMC Sierra SLE crew
4x4

White

48500

4.8L, cloth, auto, pl, pw,

$26,500

F633A

12 Chev Silverado LT
crew 4x4

Red

83000

5.3 cloth, buckets, pw, pl, alloys

$28,000

F503A

12 GMC Sierra Nevada
crew 4x4

Brown

37000

4.8L, cloth, auto, pl, pw,

$27,500

2011

Personal support worker trainees
fundraise for Syrian Refugees

F565A1

11 Chev Silverado LT ext
cab 4x4

Silver

111,000

4.8L cloth, at, pw, new tires

$21,000

F490A

11 Chev Silverado LT ext
cab 4x4

Blue

122,000

5.3L, cloth, pw, pl, vinyl floor

$21,000

F621A

Blue
Granite

96,000

5.3L, 6AT, cloth, pw, pl, alloys

$22,500

hosted a fundraiser at the
Peawanuck community hall.
Each of the six students contributed to the fundraiser by donating an item for the penny sale
and bringing in baked goods
and selling plates of turkey.
Joanne Hunter, one of the
students enrolled in the program stated, “It was a good success despite the population of
our community.”
Peawanuck is a small com-

10 Chev Silverado LT ext
cab 4x4

E069A

10 Chev Silverado Cheyenne Xcab 4X4

Grey

126,000

V8,4.8, cloth, AT,

$18,500

F609A

08 Chev Silverado crew
cab ltz

Blue

5.3L, auto, leather, pw, pl,

$21,500

Pam Chookomoolin

Special to Wawatay News

How does a fly-in, isolated
Northern Ontario community
help Syrian refugees? In Peawanuck, community members
decided to host a penny and
bake sale.
In early December a group
of students enrolled in the
Canadian Red Cross Personal
Support Worker (PSW) course

munity with a population of
200 people. In just two hours
the group raised a total of $700.
Felicia Danesi, who is the
instructor for the PSW course
said, “All the money goes to
providing basic necessities like
food and clothing. She added,
“The funds are ear marked
for Syria” and will be used by
the Red Cross to help refugees
arriving in Toronto.

ROADS
R
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N

2010

2008
121,000

Mon-Wed 9-6, Thurs 9-7, Friday 9-6, Sat 10-4.
Visit Badanai Motors Ltd to explore new and used Chevrolet and Cadillac vehicles.
We serve Thunder Bay, Nipigon and Atikokan drivers.

Business Systems by Herman Hanschke
Tel: 807-344-2983 Toll Free: 877-544-2983
office@safeguardthunderbay.com
www.safeguardthunderbay.com

Customized
Solutions
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Promo &
Apparel

Computer
Services

Print
Delivery

Office
Supplies
Filing
Cabinets
& Systems

Commercial
Printing

Design
Services
Cheques
& Forms

Ask about our winter road bonuses
©2015 Safeguard Business Systems, Ltd. Safeguard and the centurion head design are registered trademarks of Safeguard Business Systems, Ltd.
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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY ᐅᐡᑭ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᑕᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐣ
ᒋᐱᒥᐊᐸᑕᐠ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᐣ

INSPIRING
ABORIGINAL SCHOLARS
Welcoming you to experience our:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Indigenous Learning Degree Program
University Prep Access Program
Native Nurses Entry Program
Native Teacher Education Program
Native Language Instructors Program
Honours Bachelor of Education (Aboriginal) P/J

aboriginalinitiatives.lakeheadu.ca

1-888-558-3388
1-807-766-7219

∞

Place your
classified ad
with us.

1-800-243-9059
s ales @ wawatayn ews . c a

ᒉᑊ ᔐᓫᐟᐢ
ᐊᐧᐊᐧᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ

ᐸᐠᕑᐃᔕ
ᓂᐣᑭᐊᐧᐣᐢ
ᒥᓯᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᑫᑕᑯᓯᐨ
ᑲᐱᒥᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ
ᐁᑲ
ᒋᐊᐧᓂᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᒥᔑᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᐅᑭᐱᐅᔑᑐᓇᐣ
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᐯᔑᐠ ᐁᔑᓂᑲᑌᓂᐠ
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐸᐣ Talking Gookom’s
Language. ᐁᐧᑎ ᑭᒪᑌᐊᔭᐸᐣ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᒥᓇ ᐊᐁᐧ ᐊᐧᐊᐧᑌ
ᓇᑐᑕᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᓂ
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑎᓀᐧᑕᒪᑫ ᒉᕑᐃ ᓴᐊᐧᓂᐢ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᒪᑯᔐᑭᔑᑲᓂᐱᓯᒧᐣ
19 ᒥᓇ 20 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᓂᐨ
ᐁᑭ ᐸᑭᑎᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᓂᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐡᑭ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᐃᐧ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓀᓴᐣ
(ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐊᔕ
ᓂᐦᓯᐣ
ᐅᑭᐱᐅᔑᑐᓇᐸᐣ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᐅᒋᐯᐧᒧᒪᑲᓂᐠ,
ᒪᐡᑭᑯᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐃᓄᐠᑎᑐᐟ)
ᐁᑲᐧ ᓄᑯᑦ ᐊᐱᑕᒪᐡᑭᑯᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐃᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᓂ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ.
ᐁᐧᑎ ᑕᐡ ᐁᐧᐳᕑᓫᐃ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᑲ ᐃ ᔑ ᑲ ᓇ ᐁ ᐧ ᒋ ᑲ ᑌ ᑭ ᐣ
ᑲᑭᐊᑕᐃᐧᑕᓇᐱᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑭᐊᑲᓯᓄᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ
ᔕᑯᐨ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᑭᒋᓀᑕᓇᐊᐧ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐱᔕᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒪᐊᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᑕᐡ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᒋᑲᓇᐁᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᐃᐧᐣ
ᐯᑭᐡ
ᑲᔦ
ᐁᑭᐅᒋ
ᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐃᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭ
ᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᑲᑲᐧᑫᒋᒥᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ

Call us today!

Professional
Sanitation Supplies

807 577-7795

Floor Care Equipment
Restroom Supplies

EXCELLENT SERVICE,
SUPERIOR PRODUCTS,
ONE LOCATION.

Cleaning and Sanitation
Chemicals and more!

Discover excellence at the Broom.
Connect with us
online today!

125 W. Gore St., Thunder Bay, ON | Toll free: 1-866-679-4986 | www.thunderbaybroom.com

Professional
Sanitation Supplies

Call us today!

807 577-7795

Our team is pleased to announce
that we have partnered with
Titus Semple

at Thunder Bay Broom & Chemical as our
Marketing and Sales Director!
Titus is from Kasabonika Lake and he will be more
than happy to assist you in meeting the needs of your
business or organization. Please call him to place your order
or to simply say hello and welcome him to our team!

Titus Semple

Director of Marketing and Sales
titus@thunderbaybroom.com
(807) 633-3409

125 W. Gore St., Thunder Bay, ON | Toll free: 1-866-679-4986 | www.thunderbaybroom.com

ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂ
ᑲᐊᐱᑕᒪᐡᑭᑯᒧᐊᐧᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᓂᐠ.
ᓂᐣᑭᐊᐧᐣᐢ ᐅᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᐣ ᑫᑯᓀᐣ
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑕᐠ
ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂ.
“ᓂᑕᑦ
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᔭᐸᐣ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ
ᓂᑭᐃᔑᓂᑲᑕᓇᐸᐣ
Survival
Ojibwe,
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐊᔕ ᑭᒐᑭᓂᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ ᑕᓯᐣ
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ. ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑯᑕᐠ ᓇᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᒪᑲᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ
Talking Gookom’s Language
ᓂᑭᐊᓂᐅᔑᑐᓇᐸᐣ
ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ
ᒥᓇ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᒥᓀᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ,
ᐁᐧᑎ ᓂᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑫ ᒪᓂᑐᐸ
ᔪᓂᐳᕑᓯᑎ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᑲᐊᑲᓯᑭᐣ ᑲᐸᐸᒥᐱᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᓂᑭᒥᓴᐁᐧᑕᓇᐸᐣ ᒋᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑭᒥᔑᓇᑐᐣ
ᓂᑐᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᑲᐃᔑᑕᔭᐣ
ᑫᐊᓂᐊᐸᒋᑐᔭᐣ
ᓂᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᑲᓂᐠ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ
ᑲᐃᐧᐃᔑ ᑲᑭᑫᑕᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐃᒪ
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑫᐃᔑᓂᑲᒋᑫᐨ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᑕᓱᑭᔑᑲ
ᑲᐊᐸᑕᑭᐣ
ᐃᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒪᒋᑭᑐᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ ᑲᐃᔕᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᑯᓯᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᑲᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑕᓇᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒥᓇ ᓄᐱᒥᐠ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓂᑭᐅᑲᐧᓯᓇᐦᐊᓇᐣ
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧ
ᐃᔑᓂᑲᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒋᐊᔭᒥᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓂᑕᐊᐧᓂᒧᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ,
ᑲᐊᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ
ᑎᐸᑯᓂᑫᐃᐧ
ᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᐊᐣᑎ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᓄᑭᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐊᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᓂᔐᐧᐠ
ᐃᓇᓄᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ,
ᐯᔑᐠ ᒋᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓂᐅᐡᑭ
ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂ ᒥᓇ
ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᓂᑕᐊᐧᓂᒧᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᒥᓇ
ᑭᐊᓂᑭᑐ,
“ᓂᑕᑦ
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ
ᓂᑭᐅᒋᐯᐧᒧᑐᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑭᒥᓄᓭ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ
ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐊᓂ ᐃᓀᐧᑕᒪᐊᐧᑌᐠ
ᐃᓄᐠᑎᑐᐠ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᔕ
ᓇᐣᑕ ᓂᐦᓴᓱᔭᑭ ᑲᑭᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑯᑕᐠ ᒪᐡᑭᑯᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᐧᑎ
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ ᒪᓂᑐᐸ ᑲᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᐃᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌ ᒋᐊᐸᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᐯᔑᐠ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭᒋᑫᑯᐣ
ᑲᑕᓀᑕᒥᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ ᑲᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐠ
ᐅᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᓂᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᓂᐱᒥ
ᐊᐧᓂᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑭᑲᑫᐧᒋᒪᑲᓂᐃᐧ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ
ᐅᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᑲᓇᐣ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᓂᑫᐧᐣ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᐱᒪᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐊᒥ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᓇᑫᐧᑕᐠ,
“ᐊᒥ
ᐁᓀᑕᒪᐣ, ᐊᓂᐡ ᐊᔕ ᓄᒪᑫ
ᐅᒋᐊᔭᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᒋᐯᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᑲᐸᐸᒥᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ, ᑲᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᐁᐊᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᓂᐊᐧᐸᑕᐣ
ᐁᐊᑕᐊᐧᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᐃᔑᒧᐡᑲᐦᐅᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐃᐧᓂᐯᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑕᔑ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧ
ᓂᒥᐃᐧᓂᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᒥᔑᐣ ᓂᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ
ᐁᐊᑕᐁᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂ,
ᓂᓇᓇᑯᒥᑯᐠ
ᑲᑭᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ.
ᐅᒥᓀᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᔦ ᐁᐊᑲᓯᓂᐠ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᒋᔭᓂᐱᒥ
ᓇᐣᑭ
ᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᐊᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ
ᐁᐅᔑᓂᑲᑕᒪᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᔭᐠ
ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᔭᐠ.”
ᐊᐱ
ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧ
ᑭᔑᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲ ᑭ ᑕ ᓇ ᑕ ᐊ ᐧ ᑫ ᐊ ᐧ ᐨ
ᐅᑐᐡᑭᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂᐊᐧ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᓂᐃᐡᑲᐧ
ᐊᐱᑕᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ
ᑭᔭᓂᔕᐊᐧᐠ ᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᐃᐧᓫᐃᔭᑦ
ᑲᑭᑕᔑ ᒪᒪᐃᐧ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐅᑐᔑᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧ, ᒥᔑᐣ ᑲᔦ
ᐃᒪ ᑭᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐠ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ.
ᑲᐅᐡᑭᑭᔑᑲᐠ 21 ᑲᐃᓇᑭᓱᐨ
ᐁᐧᑎ ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐊᐧᑲᐠ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᑯᓯᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᐃᐡᑲᐧᔭᐨ ᐊᐱᐣ
ᑭᐃᔕᐊᐧᐠ
ᑲᑭᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᔑᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᑭᐃᔕᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᑭᐊᑕᐃᐧ ᐱᓯᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ,
ᐃᐧᒋᑕᐧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐊᑕᐁᐧᐃᐧᐊᐨ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ.
ᓴᐊᐧᓂᐢ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒋᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐸᐸᒥᐊᑕᐊᐧᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐡᑭ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ.
“ᓂᑭᐱᒥ ᓇᓇᑐᓂᑫᒥᐣ ᐊᐣᑎ
ᑫᑭᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᐃᑫᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᓇᐊᐧᐨ
ᑕᐡ ᑭᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᒥᑕᐡ ᐸᐟ
ᑲᑭᔭᓂ ᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᐠ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᑲᐸᐸᒥᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ

ᒥᓇ
ᓂᑎᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᐣ
ᓇᐱᐨ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᒋᐊᔭᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᓇᐣ ᐊᓂᐡ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᐅᑭᑫᑕᓯᓇᐊᐧ
ᐊᐣᑎ
ᑫᑭᐃᔑᓇᓇᑐᓇᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᑫᐅᒋ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒥᓇ
ᐸᑲᐣ
ᑲᐅᑕᑲᓀᓯᓂᐨ
ᑲᐃᐧ
ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᓂᑭᑲᑫᐧᒋᒥᑯᐸᐣ ᔐᒪᐠ
ᓂᑭᐃᓇ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᐠ.” ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᐊᓂᑭᑐ, “ᒥᔑᓄᐱᓯᑦ ᑭᐃᓯᓭ
ᑲᑭᐱᒥᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᐃᑭᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ. ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐃᔕᔭᐣ
ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᐃᐧᐃᔕᔭᐣ
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ, ᐳᓂᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᐸᐣᐟ ᐊᐸᐢ ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᑲᑫᐧᑌᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ
ᑲᐧᔭᑯᔑᒥᑯᔭᐣ ᑫᓂᔕᔭᐣ ᒣᑫᐧ
ᑕᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᒥᑕᐡ ᐁᔑᑭᑕᐸᑕᐠ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ, ᐊᐱ ᐃᔕᔭᐣ
ᑭᑭᔭᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ
ᑲᔦ ᑫᐅᒋᒥᑲᒪᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᔭᒥᐦᐊᑕᐧ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ. ᓇᐱᐨ
ᐊᑯ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᐅᒥᓀᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲ ᐊ ᔭ ᒥ ᐦ ᐊ ᑲ ᓂ ᐃ ᐧ ᐊ ᐧ ᐨ
ᐅᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᓂᑎᔑᐸᑯᓭᑕᐣ ᒋᐃᐧᐊᓂ
ᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐁᐧᓂ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓂ
ᐊᓂᐡ
ᐃᓯᓭ
ᐊᐣᑎ ᐱᑯ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒪᒋᑕᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒥᑕᐡ ᐅᒪ ᑫᑭᐅᒋᒥᓄᓭᑭᐸᐣ
ᒋ ᒪ ᒋ ᑕ ᐊ ᐧ ᑫ ᓇ ᓂ ᐊ ᐧ ᐠ .
ᐅ ᑲ ᐅ ᒋ ᐃ ᐧ ᒋ ᐦ ᐃ ᑯ ᓇ ᐊ ᐧ
ᒋᔭᓂᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ.”
ᒪᒋᐨ
ᑭᐊᓂᑭᑐ,
“ᐅᐡᑭ
ᑫᑯᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᓂᐊᐧᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑭ ᑕ ᓂ ᔑ ᓂ ᓂ ᒥ ᓇ ᓂ ᐠ ,
ᐁ ᓂ ᐅ ᒋ ᑕ ᒪ ᐊ ᐧ ᑭ ᑕ ᐧ
ᑭᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᑲᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᑐᔭᐣ ᒥᐦᐃᒪ
ᐁᓄᒋᒪᑲᐠ ᒋᑫᑕᒧᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᓂᐸᑯᓭᑕᐣ ᒋᐅᒋᒪᒐᒪᑲᐠ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ
ᒋᐃᔕᒪᑲᐠ.”
ᐁᐟᕑᐃᔭᐢ
ᓫᐊᕑᐃᐣᐢ
ᑭ ᑭ ᓄ ᐦ ᐊ ᒪ ᑫ ᐃ ᐧ ᓂ ᓂ ᐃ ᐧ
ᒣᒣᑫᐧᔑᐃᐧᓴᑲᐃᑲᓂᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᑭᐃᔕᐨ ᑲᑭᐃᔑ ᐊᑕᐊᐧᑲᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ,
“ᐊᑎᐟ
ᐊᔕ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᓂᑭᑫᑕᓇᐣ,
ᑲᐃᔑᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᐊᐱᑕᒪᐡᑭᑯᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒥᑐᓂ ᐸᑲᓂᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐊᐱᐨ ᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐃᔑᐊᓂᒧᒋᑫᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᒥᑐᓂ
ᓂᒪᒪᑲᓯᑕᓇᐣ. ᐊᐱᑕᐃᐧᒪᐡᑭᑯᒧᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᔑ ᒋᓂᐳᒪᑲᐠ, ᑭᔭᐱᐨ
ᒥᔑᐣ ᑭᒋᒥᑕᓱᒥᑕᓇ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᑲᑲᐡᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐊᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐁᑲ ᒋᐊᐧᓂᒋᑲᑌᐠ.”
ᒉᒥᐢ
ᒪᐧᕑᐃᐢ
ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ
ᐊᐧᓂᓇᐧᐊᐧᑲᐠ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐠ
ᒪᐡᑭᑭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑭᔕ ᐃᒪ ᒥᓄᔭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᑭᐃᔑ
ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᐊᔭᒥ.
“ᐊᔕ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ
ᐊᓂᐡ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑭᒋᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᒥᑕᐡ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᒥᓇᐧᔑᐠ ᒋᐅᒋ
ᒪᒋᑕᒪᑲᐠ.
ᐁᐅᒋᒥᓇᐧᔑᐠ
ᑲᔦ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᒋᑭᐁᐧ ᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑎᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ,
ᑕᑭᐃᓯᓭ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᐧᓂᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᐣ
ᐯᔑᑲᐧ ᐊᓂᑫᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᐸᓂᐢᑫᐧ ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᒧᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑕᑲᐧᐠ,
ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᔑᑭᑭᓄᐦᐊᒪᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ
ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᒧᐃᐧ ᐊᔭᒪᑲᐣ. ᓂᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ
ᑫᓂᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐣ ᒥᓇ
ᑭᔭᐱᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᑕᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧ ᑐᑲᐣ ᒋᔭᓄᑲᑌᐠ.”
ᓂᐣᑭᐊᐧᐣᐢ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐅᑕᓄᑲᑕᓇᐣ
ᐊᑎᓱᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ. “ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᒪᒪᐸᐣ
ᑭᐱᓂᑕᐊᑎᓱᑫ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ
ᓂᐃᐧᒪᓯᓇᐦᐊᓇᐣ ᐅᑕᑎᓱᑲᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒋᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᒋᐃᓀᐧᑕᒪᑫᐱᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᐧᑭᑌ.
ᐊᒥ
ᐁᓇᑌᐠ
ᐅᒪ
ᓂᐱᒥᐃᐧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒋᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ
ᑭᐡᐱᐣ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᐱᐊᓄᓂᔑᐊᐧᐨ
ᒋᐅᔑᑐᔭᐣ
ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ
ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᓂᐱᒣᑕᓯᐣ.
ᐃᔑᑭᔐᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᓂ ᑎ ᔑ ᓇ ᑕ ᐁ ᐧ ᑕ ᐣ
ᒋᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ.
ᐃᐧᓇᑐᑕᒪᐣ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ
ᐃᔑᓇᓇᑐᐡᑲᐣ Mazinaate Inc.
ᐅᒪ ᐱᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ patningewance@
gmail.com ᒪᒋᑭᑐᐃᐧᐣ (204)
774-8007, ᐸᐠᐢ (204) 4893869.
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Peetabeck (Fort Albany) Snow Walkers
Thomas Scott and Damian
MacSeáin
Special to Wawatay News

“How far did you walk?”
asked the Elder.
“We walked 12 kilometers
today, coming home,” replied
the Snow Walker.
“Kah…‘neeshaw ay-skwawping’ – ‘twice as far as the eye
can see.’ That’s how far you
walked today.”
“Kah, cool!”
This was overheard as the
twilight shadows lengthened
and the Snow Walkers arrived
home to waiting families. Four
days away at Kwe-ta-po-ha-kun
Youth Camp. A dozen walkers,
between 9 and 49 years of age.
A good taste of life on the land,
taw-pway. That was at the end
of March, the end of last winter.
And now we await more snow
and begin talk of our 2016 trip.
“Helen’s frybread tasted so
good. one young Snow Walker
remembered. One of the many
experiences the Snow Walkers
and their guides shared. Sharing: a Grandfather Teaching.
That’s what made the journey
most remarkable, according to
participants:
“Everyone getting along,
sharing stories around the fire
and laughing.”
“I liked when the kids gathered in one place.”
“Laughter and kindness.
People helping each other, like
when someone fell, or tying on
snowshoes.”
“How the youth
wanted to share stories, and
the communication amongst
them.”
No electronic devices were
allowed on this trip; people
just shared each other’s company. Days 1 and 4 involved
snowshoeing to and from camp,
walking on rivers, lakes and
through the bush. The middle
days were spent around the
campsite, or on trips to the muskeg.
The youth participated in
many activities and teachings,
some planned, others spontaneous: splitting wood, rabbit
snaring and partridge hunting,
making snow water, gathering boughs for seating, preparing a goose blind, repairing
skidoos, fire starting, marten
trapping, prepping wild food…
and of course, lots of eating of
delicious food cooked by the
women and their young helpers.
“I will remember the different kinds of survival skills we
learned, like going trapping.”
“I liked the small workshop
type of teachings on fire making.”
“I enjoyed those ‘teachable
moments,’ without schedules.”
“Watching students being
experientially involved and
them asking questions.”
“I remember going to the
muskeg when it was cloudy
with wet snow falling.”
One Snow Walker was Jeremiah, a high school student
from Fort Albany. He spoke on
Wawatay Radio soon after the
trip. Here’s some of what he
said:
“The experience was good,
because I got to communicate with people I never had a
chance to before. There are so
many things to be learned. We
have to get back on the land,
like we used to. We’re so caught
up with technology. A trip like
this gives us a chance to realize
that there’s something out there
for us. We can go out on the
land and be connected, it clears
our minds fully and we realize
more things about ourselves.
We learned different things out
there: how to trap marten, and
other teachings. The calmness
though, that’s what I enjoyed

the most.
The walking itself, it is physical, mental, and spiritual. Physical, because it’s a challenge.
Coming home we walked 12
kilometers, so you gotta’ push
yourself. Mental, because you
have to encourage yourself to
keep going. And spiritual…
when you’re out there, you’re
connecting with your roots, and
that’s important.”
There was also the emotional
part, when everyone stood in
a circle the final morning to
share and pray for a safe journey home. Something was felt
in that circle, like someone
was standing with us in Spirit,
happy to see the youth taking
part in something meaningful. The sun shone down and
the conditions were perfect for
snowshoeing.
We need to continue these
Snow Walks each year. It’s an
ongoing tool that our ancestors used in order to get their
strength—in all 4 aspects of
life. We must continue to use
what our ancestors did, to survive in the bush. Encouraging
our youth like this will make
them want to do the good
things connected to our past.

Our ancestors provided for
their families, and we can follow their path and reclaim
our roots. This will help young
people keep away from drugs/
alcohol and other negative situations. It was impressive and
inspiring to see the teenagers,
how fast and long they could
walk, which is what they need:
positive ways to test and discover their strength. We say
the children are our future, so
we should prepare them with a
positive foundation so that they
will know where to direct themselves when the time comes for
each individual or family.
We wish to thank all the volunteers who made Fort Albany’s
2015 Snow Walkers trip a reality, as we now look forward to
fresh snow, and more walking together. The final words
belong to the young people:
“I liked walking with the bigger kids.”
“I liked the walk home and
the conversations while walking.”
“I liked the fresh air, and
walking with the others. The
walking was good.”

submitted photo

A dozen snow walkers, between 9 and 49 years of age, participated in a four day Kwe-ta-po-ha-kun Youth
Camp near Fort Albany First Nation.

2016 Northern Bands
Hockey Tournament
Dryden Memorial Arena
Dryden Ontario
March 14th to March 20th
Team Entry Fee $2500.00
Daily Admission
Monday March 14th to Wednesday March 16th:
Adults $10, Youth $6, Kids 6 and under free*
Thursday March 18th to Sunday March 20th:
Adults $12, Youth $8, Kids 6 and under free*

For more information please contact Kenny Goodwin
Phone: 807-738-2792 Email: kengoodwin@knet.ca
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Canadian Rangers save injured
man from dying of exposure

What we do:
CE Strategies is a professional community
enhancement consultancy located in
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Our multi-disciplinary
team works primarily with First Nation
communities to provide cutting-edge
technology based solutions to community
development obstacles.

Inquire today and enhance your
future 807-285-0530

Asset Inventories
Land Use Planning
Strategic Planning
Project Development
Economic Development
GIS & GPS Services
MapAki - Custom Mapping App
Community Enhancement Planning

jordan@cestrategies.ca
www.cestrategies.ca

The Pic Mobert First Nation is seeking a highly motivated, qualified and committed
professional to fill an immediate vacancy for:

Senior Addictions and Mental Health Worker
As years of work on major economic, lands and resources initiatives are coming to fruition in our First Nation,
we are experiencing a time of excitement and economic opportunity. Within our community we hope to bring together
the supports required for all of our people to benefit fully from the new stage of development of their Nation.
Our Chief, Council and Management Team share a strong commitment to investing in people, their health and their
healing. We are looking to hire an enthusiastic, seasoned social worker/ addiction professional who is ready to make
a commitment to build relationships and work with our People to address complex social challenges and support our
individual and collective healing journeys in every way possible.
Description: The Senior Addictions and Mental Health Worker will work as part of the Pic Mobert First Nation Health
and Social Team to provide clinical addiction services (individual clients, group programming, advocacy and case
management) as well as case management. The Additions and Mental Health Worker will also be required to design
and implement prevention programming at the community level, with a primary focus on addressing drug abuse.
Approximately one third of the time will involve direct contact with clients involving assessment, peer counselling,
pre-treatment programming, referrals to counselling and treatment, case management, relapse prevention programming and aftercare.
Skills and Qualifications:
- Post-secondary degree related to addictions, social
work, social services, health, education or equivalent.

- Solid PC skills-- i.e. Word and MS Outlook, Excel, social
media, internet research

- Extensive knowledge and experience in developing
and delivering client based addictions services as well
as related community based prevention and strategic
social change programming. Experience working with
First Nations an asset.

- Role model in sobriety and lifestyle. Someone who has
done their personal healing work. CPIC and Drug test
will be a requirement

- Understanding of the history, Ojibway culture and
current challenges facing First Nations as it relates to
addictions, both alcohol and drug dependency.

- Ability to work flexible hours when needed

- Ability to work well with the Health and Social Team;
work under First Nation Leadership authority

- Strong written and oral communication skills as well as
good interpersonal skills
- Must have a reliable vehicle and valid driver’s license as
some travel is required.
- Salary will be dependent on qualifications, relocation
support negotiable.

The successful candidate must submit to a drug test and criminal record check prior to commencing employment. If you
are interested, please send a current resume and cover letter by January 30, 2016 to: Carol Rowland, Pic Mobert Health
and Social Director, Box 687, 206 2nd Street, Mobert, Ontario, P0M 2J0 Or email: healthandsocial@picmobert.ca
If you have questions or would like further information, please contact Carol Rowland at (807) 822-2625 ext 228;
cell: (807) 708-5469

Peter Moon

Special to Wawatay News

Two Canadian Ranger search
teams are credited with saving
the life of a seriously injured
man who crashed his snowmobile while driving in the dark
on the winter road between
Attawapiskat and Kashechewan.
The man was driving and
pulling a toboggan from
Attawapiskat to Moosonee
when the lights on his snowmobile failed and he continued
driving at high speed. He failed
to see a small frozen creek and
his snowmobile carried him
in the air over it and onto the
opposite bank. He was thrown
from the snowmobile and suffered a broken arm and ribs and
an injured leg. Because of the
injuries to his chest he had difficult breathing.
The temperature at the time
was -28C with a wind chill of
-37C. A resident of Attawapiskat, he was unable to start a fire
or help himself beyond using
his satellite phone to reach a
friend in Attawapiskat, who
alerted the local NishnawbeAski Police.
The crash happened at about
6.30 p.m. on Boxing Day at
Cudmore Creek, near the half
way point between Attawapiskat and Kashechewan, which
are about 90 kilometres apart.
A two-man Ranger team
from Attawapiskat and a fourperson team from Kashechewan
found him at about 11.30 p.m.
They arrived within minutes of
each other.
“He was already hyperther-

mic when we got to him,” said
Sergeant Redfern Wesley, commander of the Kachechewan
Ranger patrol. “It was very cold
and he’d been unable to light
a fire. He had gone without
heat for five hours and he was
in a lot of pain. If we hadn’t got
there when we did he would
not have lasted.”

The temperature at the
time was -28C with a
wind chill of -37C.
The Rangers got a warming
fire going, gave the man hot
tea, stabilized him, and made
him comfortable while waiting
to see if a medivac helicopter
would be sent for him. A civilian medivac pilot said he could
not land in the area and a military helicopter was delayed
because of the threat of freezing
rain in southern Ontario.
“When we heard a chopper
was not going to land we made
the decision to take him to
Attawapiskat, which was closest
to us,” Sergeant Wesley said.
The Rangers used tree
boughs, plywood, and foam
rubber to make the man as
comfortable as possible in a
toboggan and covered him
with blankets and tarpaulins
to keep him warm while they
transported him to the hospital
in Attawapiskat, with frequent
stops to give him tea and check
on his condition. He was admitted to the hospital where, after
treatment, he was reported to
be in good condition.

“This rescue was a great
example of co-operation
between the two patrols and
the abilities and skills of the
Rangers,” said LieutenantColonel Matthew Richardson,
commanding officer of the 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group.
“They did a good job.”
“It’s another life saved by the
Rangers,” said Sergeant Jamie
Stirling, provincial search and
rescue coordinator for the
Ontario Provincial Police. “The
Rangers are certainly a help to
us in the difficult conditions of
the North of Ontario. Saving
lives in the North is a challenge.
It’s very different to Southern
Ontario. The Rangers do a very
good job.”
The rescue, he said, was the
14th search and rescue mission the Rangers have done
this year on behalf of the OPP,
which is the lead agency for
search and rescue in Ontario.
In most cases, weather and time
constraints mean the Rangers
have completed a search before
the OPP can assemble a search
team and fly it into an isolated
First Nation community.
The Attawapiskat rescue
team consisted of Master
Corporals Derek Hookimaw
and Mark Sutherland. The
Kashechewan Rangers were
Sergeant Wesley, Master Corporal Brandon Spence, and Rangers Charles and Dennis (Jacob)
Sutherland.
(Sergeant Peter Moon is the
public affairs ranger for the 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group
at Canadian Forces Base Borden.)
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Early morning
reveille a daily
challenge
Peter Moon

Special to Wawatay News

Having to get out of bed at 6
a.m. every morning was a major
challenge for many of the 23
Canadian Rangers who have
completed a weeklong basic
training course at Canadian
Forces Base Borden.
“I’m a person who sleeps in a
lot,” said Ranger Shawn Roundhead of North Caribou Lake.
“It’s a good thing my room
mate was able to get up easily.
He sort of motivated me to get
up each morning. It wasn’t easy
but I did it.”
The chief Canadian Army
instructor for the course, Warrant Officer Daniel Stortz of
3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol
Group, was both understanding and impressed by the students’ response to the demands
of having to start their military
day early.
“It was kind of tough for
many of them,” he said. “The
army is a different life style to
what they are used to at home.
There’s been a lot of teamwork
involved by them in getting
them up that early in the morning. It wasn’t easy but they
managed it.”
The students had to get up on
their last day at 3.30 a.m. to get
to Toronto’s Pearson airport to
catch their flights back to their
homes in 13 First Nations across
the Far North of Ontario.
The course was a good experience, Ranger Roundhead said.
After three years as a Junior
Canadian Ranger, he became
a Canadian Ranger less than a
month ago. His father, Sergeant
Shawn Roundhead Sr., commands the Canadian Ranger
patrol in North Caribou Lake.
“He’s done the course and
he told me to go on it and enjoy
myself and I have,” Shawn Jr.
said. “I’ve learned quite a lot and
the food’s been great. Learning
how to navigate was fun but I
liked the shooting best.”
In addition to navigation,
the students learned about the
Rangers’ role in the army, how
to operate radios, use GPS,
how to shoot with the Ranger
.303-calibre Lee-Enfield rifle,
and a range of other subjects,
including ground search and
rescue.
“I think what they enjoyed
the most was navigation,” Warrant Officer Stortz said. “They
know how to navigate in their
home communities. It’s all in
their heads. They know where
they live. But when they put a
compass on a map and learn
how to use it properly, so that
they can count their steps and
get to somewhere they don’t
know, it’s a pretty big experience for them. They had to
complete both a day and a night
navigation exercise.”
Two Rangers, Sergeant
Matthew Gull of Peawanuck
and Master Corporal Spencer
Anderson of Kitchenuhmaykoosib, assisted the army instructors. “They are both very experienced Rangers and they were
a great help in the training,”
Warrant Officer Stortz said.
The course ended with a ceremonial parade and a formal
dinner in a military mess to
celebrate their graduation and
Christmas.
(Sergeant Peter Moon is the
public affairs ranger for 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group
at Canadian Forces Base Borden.)

photo submitted by Peter Moon

23 Canadian Rangers, many
from the NAN communities,
have completed a weeklong
basic training course at Canadian Forces Base Borden this
past December.

Steve Eaton

“It’s All in The Name”

Auto Sales

8 0 7 -Thunder
6 8 Bay,
4 -Ontario
8 2 51-877-296-9087
8

434 Memorial Ave.

HST & Licensing Extra
*FINANCING AVAILABLE*

$14,999

$12,999

2008 CHEVY 1500 LT X-CAB 4X4
burgundy, 5.3L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3991

$9,999

INCLUDES TOPPER

2008 CHEVY 1500 X-CAB 4X4
white, 5.3L V8, auto, air, cruse, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3878

$8,999

2004 FORD F150 XLT LARIAT SUPERCAB 4X4
green, 5.4L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p /seat,
leather, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3907

2005 TOYOTA TACOMA TRD CREW 4X4
blue, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys,
fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 4003

$7,999

$8,999

2003 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LTD 4X4
black, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, fully loaded, leather interior, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3948

$6,999

2007 JEEP COMPASS 4X4
tan, 4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, nice clean unit,
log lamps, keyless entry, stk 3937

$6,999

2003 GMC ENVOY SLE 4X4
pewter, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/seat, alloys,
fog lamps, keyless entry, new tires, stk 3875

$5,999

2003 GMC ENVOY SLE 4X4
burgundy, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, fog
lamps, keyless entry, nice clean SUV, stk 4001

$5,999

2004 KIA SORENTO 4X4
black, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,
alloys, affordable SUV, stk 4014

2004 TOYOTA 4 RUNNER LIMITED 4X4
V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, leather, fully loaded,
sunroof, alloys, keyless entry, stk 3908

807-626-0464
807-626-0464

DELIVERY
DELIVERY
AVAILABLE
AVAILABLE!

$11,999

$10,999

$10,999

2005 FORD F150 XLT SUPERCREW 4X4
silver, 5.4L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, fog
lamps, keyless entry, nice clean pickup, stk 4016

2004 FORD F150 FX4 SUPERCREW 4X4
black, 5.4L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,
p/seat, leather, alloys, fog lamps, stk 3988

2004 CHEVY 2500HD SLT CREW 4X4
6.0L V8, auto, fully loaded with leather,
alloys, keyless entry, stk 4009

$6,999

2000 FORD RANGER X-CAB 4X4
blue, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3960

$6,999

2005 FORD ESCAPE LIMITED 4X4
black, 3.0L V6, auto, fully loaded, alloys, fog
lamps, keyless entry, stk 3973

$5,999

2006 CHEVY EQUINOX AWD
gold, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, fog lamps,
keyless entry, nicely equipped, stk 3924

$4,999

2003 ACURA MDX AWD
silver, V6, auto, leather interior, sunroof, loaded,
alloys, keyless entry, stk 3912

VISIT
US
VISIT US
ONON
THE WEB
THE
WEB

www.truevalueauto.ca

$9,999

$4,999

2002 RORD RANGER EDGE X-CAB 2WD
V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, fog lamps,
keyless entry, very nice shape, stk 4004

$6,999

8 PASSENGER

2000 FORD EXCURSION LIMITED 4X4
burgundy, V10, auto, fully loaded people mover, lift
kit, bigger tires, leather interior, stk 3966

$6,999

2007 EQUINOX LT AWD
silver, V6, auto, nice and clean All Wheel Drive, fully loaded with
leather, alloys, fog lamps, alloys, keyless entry, stk 3963

2003 JEEP LIBERTY 4X4
burgundy, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, nice clean
unit, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3994

$5,999

$5,999

2007 DODGE NITRO
orange, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, alloys, fog lamps,
keyless entry, sharp looking, great price, stk 3993

1998 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
4.0L V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, nicely equipped, good
shape, alloys, fog lamps, keyless entry, stk 3877

$16,999

2006 DODGE
1500 BIG HORN
QUAD CAB 4X4

INCLUDES PLOW
$16,999

grey, 5.7L V8 Hemi, auto,
air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, 1
year old plow, 20”
wheels, stk 3985

2009 CHEVY
SUBURBAN
LT 4X4

8 PASSENGER

silver, nice 8 passenger 4x4, leather,
sunroof, fully
loaded, stk 4002
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Healthy Lifestyles Program & Aboriginal
Responsible Gambling Program

Regional Training Conference

March 1-3, 2016 @ Valhalla Inn, Thunder Bay
With Guest Presenters
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Brokenleg, “The Circle of Courage.”

Join NAN’s Healthy Lifestyles and Aboriginal Responsible Gambling
Program for a three-day conference providing information and training
on mental health, healthy living, HIV, Hep C, responsible & problem
gambling and more!
For more information, please contact:

Sheila Wahsquonaikezhik at (807) 625-4930 or email: swahs@nan.on.ca
Ashley Atatise at (807) 625-4930 or email: aatatise@nan.on.ca

Gwen Medicine at (807) 625-4940 or email: gmedicin@nan.on.ca

LISTEN TO WRN
CKWT 89.9 FM Sioux Lookout | CJWT 106.7 FM Timmins
on www.wawataynews.ca

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

Muskrat Dam Rangers go
to the aid of fellow Ranger
Peter Moon

Special to Wawatay News

A Canadian Ranger team
from Muskrat Dam has completed a successful search
and rescue mission to assist a
stranded Christmas shopper.
The shopper was Master Corporal Roy Fiddler, a member
of the Muskrat Dam Ranger
patrol, who got into difficulties on his way home after a
Christmas shopping trip to
Sioux Lookout. He had driven
his truck from Sioux Lookout
to North Caribou Lake, left it
there, and was on his way to
Muskrat Dam by snowmobile
on December 23 with a sled full
of Christmas shopping when
he encountered unsafe ice on a
creek about 30 kilometres from
Muskrat Dam.
“It was unsafe for me to try
crossing it by myself,” he said.
“If anything happened I could
be in trouble.”
He had phoned ahead to let

a friend in Muskrat Dam know
that he was leaving North Caribou Lake and his expected time
of arrival in Muskrat Dam.
When he was several hours
overdue the Ontario Provincial Police asked the Canadian
Army for assistance and a fourmember Ranger search and rescue team left Muskrat Dam to
look for him.
A veteran of several Ranger
search missions, Master Corporal Fiddler settled down to

await the arrival of the Ranger
team. “I had confidence in the
Rangers, that they would make
it to me,” he said.
“This was a good experience
for me,” he said. ‘I did all my
Ranger things. I made a little
shelter and a nice big fire. I
made myself comfortable and
I made my coffee. I had all the
tools. I had the matches, the
food, all the safety things. I
knew all the Ranger tricks from
the Ranger training.”
After a six-hour wait the
Ranger team found him shortly
before midnight. They used
felled tree trunks to build a
bridge over the creek and
ensured he was able to cross
it safely with his snowmobile
and sled. Escorted by his fellow
Rangers, he was home in time
for Christmas.
(Sergeant Peter Moon is the
public affairs ranger for 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group a
Canadian Forces Base Borden.)

