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Blending Tradition with Technology

NAN Chiefs make youth suicide crisis top priority

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᑭᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᓂᑲᐣ ᐅᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᓴᐠ ᑲᓇᓂᓯᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Suicide issues were moved to the 
top of the agenda at the Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation Winter Chiefs Assembly, 
held Jan. 31-Feb. 2 at the DaVinci 
Centre in Thunder Bay.

“With all that is happening in our 
First Nation communities, the trag-
edies that our communities and our 
people are facing today, I think it was 
very critical for the NAN Chiefs forum 
to have a discussion on this very 
highly sensitive issue,” says Neskan-
taga Chief Wayne Moonias. “It’s not 
business as usual today or this week. 
We need to do something about this 
epidemic, this issue that our people 
are facing.”

Moonias called for the suicide 
issues to be put at the top of the 
agenda during the agenda approval 
process on the morning of the first 
day of the assembly.

“We are losing our youth to sui-
cide,” Moonias says. “We need to 
take some action and we need to take 
some urgent steps to try to ensure 
that this changes in our communi-
ties, so that was one of the reasons 
why I supported a change in the first 
day’s agenda to move this important 
topic at the forefront. This has to be a 
priority for our communities and we 
have to ensure that this is a priority 
because this is our future generation 
that we are talking about. So we need 
to ensure there is proper recourse to 
try to support change.”

Deputy Grand Chief Anna Betty 
Achneepineskum had previously been 
scheduled to speak about the suicide 
issue on the last day of the assembly.

“There were some opening remarks 
by a few delegates, our Elder, our 
women and our youth council mem-
bers, and the youth made a powerful 

statement about this issue and that 
we needed to bring it as a priority 
for our chiefs to address,” Achneep-
ineskum says. “As the floor opened 
and the chairs were introducing the 
agenda, one of the chiefs says: ‘You 
know, we keep talking about suicide, 
so why is it on the last day. Why is it 
not at the beginning of the agenda.’”

Achneepineskum then spoke about 
the suicide issue after the agenda was 
changed.

“We spoke about having a NAN-
wide suicide prevention strategy,” 
Achneepinskum says. “We have all 
of these strategies, but they are all 
from different communities, which is 

good. But we need to have a NAN-wide 
(strategy) so that we collectively have 
a campaign for that.”

Achneepineskum says the processes 
that are supposed to be addressing 
suicide, including the mental health 
and child welfare systems, need to be 
monitored.

“We need to have systems in place to 
measure how effective they are,” Ach-
neepineskum says. “So as we move 
forward, one of the resolutions we 
are going to bring forward is to have 
a comprehensive study on the men-
tal health services within NAN and 
how best can they cater to our chil-
dren. Because we see how it hasn’t 

been effective — we continue to have 
high rates of suicide for the last three 
decades now.”

Achneepineskum also called for a 
separate entity to specialize in child 
and youth mental health services dur-
ing a presentation at the assembly.

“When we look at urban centres, 
we see that they have those kind of 
centres available for their children,” 
Achneepineskum says. 

“So why shouldn’t we have those 
available for our children.”

Achneepineskum says the separate 
entity’s services need to be provided 
in addition to the existing services 
provided by child and family service 

agencies.
“I’m not saying we should take the 

funds away from our child and fam-
ily service agencies, like the funding 
they have for child mental health — 
they still need that because they still 
need to provide those services for 
their children that they have in care,” 
Achneepineskum says. 

“We need to ensure that our fami-
lies (know) that putting their child 
in care is not the only option. That 
they also have that service available 
where their child can go and get 
child mental health services from 
another entity, like a separate orga-
nization.”

ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ 

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᐅᐱᐳᓂ 
ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒉᐣᐁᐧᕑᐃ ᐱᓯᑦ 
31 - ᑭᔐᐱᓯᑦ 2 ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᑕᐱᐣᒋ 
ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑲᑭᑕᔑᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑐᐊᐧᐨ 
ᓂᑲᐣ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧᓂ.  
“ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ, ᑲᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᒋᔭᓂᒥᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᓂᐠ 
ᒥᓇ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᓂᐠ, ᐊᒥ ᑲᑭᐃᓀᑕᒪᐣ 
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ 
ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑲᒪᒪᐊᐧᐱᐊᐧᐨ 
ᒋᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑭᒋᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ,” 
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᓀᐡᑲᐣᑕᑲ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᐁᐧᐣ ᒧᓂᔭᐢ. 
“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᐃᐧᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᐱᒥᑯᓇᑲᐠ ᑭᑲᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᒋᑫᓯᒥᐣ 
ᑲᐱᓂᑕᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ. ᐃᓯᓭ 
ᐊᔕ ᓇᐣᑕ ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧᑐᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᑲᒥᓯᑌᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ.”
ᒧᓂᔭᐢ ᑕᐡ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᓂᑲᐣ 
ᒋᑭᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᒋᔭᓂᒧᒋᑯᑌᐠ 
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᔭᓂ ᐅᓇᐸᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓀᓇᐣ 
ᑫᓂᔕᔕᐳᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᑲᑭᔐᐸᔭᐠ ᑲᓂᒪᒋᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.

“ ᑭ ᑕ ᓂ ᐊ ᐧ ᐊ ᐧ ᓂ ᐦ ᐊ ᒥ ᓇ ᓂ ᐠ 
ᑭᑐᐡᑲᑎᓯᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᐁᓇᓂᓯᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒧᓂᔭᐢ. “ᐊᔕ ᐃᓯᓭᐸᐣ ᓇᐣᑕ 
ᒋᑭᐃᔑᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᐧᑲᐃᐧᔭᑭᐸᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐃᐧᐸᐨ 
ᒋᔭᓂᒪᑕᓄᑲᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᒋᔭᓂ ᑫᐧᑭᓭᓂᐠ 
ᐅᑎᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ 
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᒥᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐃᑭᑐᔭᐣ 
ᐁᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᑕᒪᐣ ᒋᑭᐊᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ 
ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᓂᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ 
ᑲᐃᐧᔭᓂᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ. ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ 
ᐅᐁᐧ ᒋᓂᑲᓂ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ 
ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᓂᑲᐣ 
ᒋᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᐡ ᒥᐅᑯ ᐊᓂᓂᑲᐣ 
ᑫᓂᐱᒪᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᔭᓂᒧᒪᑭᑕᐧ. ᐁᑲᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᐃᓯᓭᐸᐣ ᑲᐧᔭᐠ ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᑲᐸᐃᐧᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᐃᐧᐊᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ 
ᑲᑭᐅᓇᑌᑲᐧᐸᐣ ᑫᓂᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ.”
ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓀᐢ ᐊᓇ ᐯᑎ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ 
ᐊᔕ ᑭᐅᓇᓴᑲᓄᐸᐣ ᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᔭᓂᒧᑕᐠ 
ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧᔭᓂᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᐱ ᐊᓂᐡᑲᐧ 
ᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᐊᑎᐟ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑭᑲᑭᑐᐊᐧᐠ 
ᑲᓂᒪᒋᑕᓂᐊᐧᐠ, ᑭᑭᒋᐦᐊᒥᓇᐣ, ᒥᓇ 
ᑭᑐᐡᑲᑎᓯᒥᓇᐣ ᑲᐊᐱᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ 
ᑲᐅᐡᑲᑎᓯᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑭᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑕᑯᒧᑕᓇᐊᐧ 
ᐅᑕᔭᒥᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ 
ᒥᓇ ᑭᐃᑭᑐᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᓂᑲᐣ 

ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧ ᐊᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ 
ᒋᔭᓂᒧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ,” ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᐃᑭᑐ. 
“ᐊᐱ ᑕᐡ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᐃᐧᔭ 
ᑫᑯᐣ ᒋᑭᑐᐨ ᒥᓇ ᑲᔭᐱᑕᐱᑫᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐃᐧᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑫᓂᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ, 
ᐯᔑᐠ ᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ: ‘ᒥᔑᓇᐧ 
ᑭᐱᔭᓂᒧᑕᒥᐣ ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ, ᑫᑯᓀᐣ ᑕᐡ 
ᐁᐧᑎ ᒪᒋᐨ ᐁᐅᒋᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ. ᓇᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑕᒥᓇᐧᔑᓄᐸᐣ ᒋᑭᐊᐣᑎᓂᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᓂᐢᑕᑦ 
ᐃᐁᐧ ᒋᑭᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ.’”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᑕᐡ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᐣ 
ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐱ ᑲᑭᐃᐡᑲᐧᐊᒋᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
“ᓂᑭᐊᓂᒧᑕᒥᓇᐸᐣ ᒋᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ 
ᐅᒪ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧ ᓇᑲᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ 
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. 
“ᓂᑕᔭᒥᐣ ᑕᐡ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ, 
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᔕᑯᐨ ᐸᐸᑲᐣ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᐅᒋᒪᑲᓄᐣ, ᐊᒥᐃᐧᓂᑯ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐁᔑᒥᓇᐧᔑᐠ. 
ᔕᑯᐨ ᑭᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᒥᐣ ᒥᓯᐁᐧ ᐱᑯ 
ᐅᒪ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᒋᐅᒋ ᒪᒪᐃᐧ 
ᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᐃᔑᓇᑲᐧᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ 
ᓇᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᑭᐃᑭᑐ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ 
ᑫᓂᐱᒪᓄᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᑫᓂᔑᐊᐧᐁᐧᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ 
ᓇᑲᓂᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᐣ, ᐊᔑᐨ 

ᒥᓇ ᒋᑕᑲᐧᐠ ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᒥᓇ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔑᐃᐧ ᓇᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ 
ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᓄᐣ ᒋᐱᒥ ᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ.
“ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐊᐸᒋᒋᑲᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ 
ᑎᐸᐸᒋᑲᑫᔭᑭᐸᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ ᑭᑫᑕᒪᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ 
ᐁᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᑭᐣ ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑐᑲᓂ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧ ᒪᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᓂᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ 
ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑕᒪᑯᔭᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. 
“ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐊᐱᐣ ᐊᓂᐱᒥᔭᓂᒧᒋᑫᔭᐠ 
ᐅᒪ ᑲᐅᑲᐧᐱᔭᐠ, ᐯᔑᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ 
ᑫᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᑲᑲᑫᐧᑌᐧᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ 
ᒋᑭᑕᑲᐧᑭᐸᐣ ᓇᓇᑲᒋᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᐃᓀᑫ ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑲᔭᑭᐣ 
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ 
ᑫᑭᐃᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐸᐣ ᑭᑕᐊᐧᔑᔑᒥᓇᓂᐠ. 
ᐊᓂᐡ ᑭᑭᐱᐊᐧᐸᑕᒥᐣ ᐁᑲ ᐁᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ 
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᐅᓇᑌᓂᐠ ᒋᔑᐱᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧ 
ᒥᓇ ᑭᐱᐊᐧᐸᑕᒥᐣ ᓇᐱᐨ ᑭᒋᒥᔑᐣ 
ᐁᐱᓇᓂᓯᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᔕ ᓂᐦᓱᒥᑕᓇ 
ᑕᓱᔭᑭ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᑲᔦ ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᐣ ᐸᑲᐣ 
ᒋᑭᐅᒋ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᑭᐸᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ 
ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐢ ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ.
“ᐊᑎᑲ ᑲᓇᓇᑲᒋᑐᔭᐠ ᐁᐧᒥᑎᑯᔑᐅᑌᓇᐠ 
ᑲᔭᑭᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐣ, 
ᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᒥᐣ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᐧᐣ 
ᐁᔭᓂᐠ ᑫᑕᔑᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᒪᑲᓄᓂᐨ 

ᐅᑕᐊᐧᔑᔑᒥᐊᐧᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. 
“ᐊᐣᑕᐡ ᐁᑲ ᑫᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᐃᐁᐧ 
ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧᐃᔑᑕᒪᑯᔭᑭᐸᐣ ᑫᑭᐅᒋ 
ᐊᐧᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᑭᑕᐊᐧᔑᔑᒥᓇᓂᐠ.”
ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ ᑲᑭᔭᓂᒧᑕᐠ ᐸᑲᐣ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᑐᑲᐣ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ 
ᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᔑᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ 
ᑲᐱᒪᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐢ 
ᓇᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ.
“ᑲᐃᐧᓂᐣ ᓂᑎᑭᑐᓯᐣ 
ᒋᑲᑫᐧᐅᑕᐱᓇᒪᐊᐧᑭᑕᐧ ᔓᓂᔭᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᒥᓂᑕᐧ 
ᑲᐱᒧᑕᒪᑯᔭᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᐡ ᒥᓇ ᐅᐡᑲᑎᐢ 
ᓇᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᔓᓂᔭ 
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᑭᑎᓂᐨ ᒋᔑᔭᐸᑎᓯᐨ ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᐅᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᓇᐊᐧ ᑭᔭᐱᐨ 
ᐃᐁᐧᓂ ᒋᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᓂᐡ ᐅᑕᔭᐊᐧᐊᐧᐣ 
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ ᑲᐅᒋᐱᒥ ᓇᑲᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ,” 
ᐃᑭᑐ ᐊᒋᓂᐱᓀᐢᑲᑦ. “ᑫᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᑕᐡ 
ᒋᑭᑲᑫᐧ ᑲᐡᑭᑐᔭᑭᐸᐣ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐊᔭᑭᑕᐧ 
ᑭᑎᐯᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᒋᑭᑫᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᐸᑭᑎᓇᐨ 
ᐅᑕᐊᐧᔑᔑᒥᐊᐧᐣ ᐸᑲᐣ ᑲᓇᐁᐧᑕᑯᓯᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᐁᑲ ᐃᐧᓀᑕ ᐃᐁᐧ ᒋᑭᑐᑕᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ. 
ᐁᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᑲᔦ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂ ᒋᐅᒋ 
ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᒥᐨ ᐅᑕᐊᐧᔑᔑᒥᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ 
ᒪᒥᓄᒥᐁᐧ ᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐸᑲᐣ 
ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓂᐠ, ᑐᑲᐣ ᐸᑲᐣ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓂᐠ 
ᒋᐅᒋ ᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Deputy Grand Chief Anna Betty Achneepineskum speaks at the Nishnawbe Aski Nation Winter Chiefs Assembly, held Jan. 31-Feb. 2 at the DaVinci Centre in Thunder Bay.
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 Sports

Wawatay News

The Toronto 2017 NAIG 
Community Tour stopped in 

Fort Albany First Nation Feb-
ruary 10-12. The Community 
Tour is focused on the unify-
ing power of sport and culture 

by linking communities across 
Ontario by making stops across 
the Province of Ontario to bring 
the excitement of the upcoming 

Games to individual commu-
nities. The tour also engaged 
youth in physical literacy, well-
ness and nutrition awareness 
and the celebration of Indig-
enous cultural distinctiveness. 
And most importantly brought 
fun to the youth. 

In partnership with the 
Aboriginal Sport and Wellness 
Council of Ontario, the Toronto 
2017 NAIG Community Tour 
included sport activities, cul-
tural workshops and opportu-
nities for athlete development. 
The February 10-12 schedule in 
Fort Albany featured: 

Tryouts for Team Ontario for 
the 2017 North American Indig-
enous Games Peetabeck Acad-
emy; 

 Traditional winter games 
like snowshoeing and 
Baaga’adowe (Ojibwe 
Lacrosse); 
 Bushcraft and wilderness 
skills;
Setting rabbit snares;
Cooking traditional foods;
Ice fishing and spearing;
 Fish cleaning and prepara-
tion;
Fort Albany history;
 Moose and goose calling con-
test
Brittney Sault, an employee 

with NAIG said, “We are so 
excited to be here in Fort 
Albany where we are doing cul-
tural training and training in 14 
sports categories. We are actu-
ally accompanied by Aboriginal 
Sport and Wellness Council of 
Ontario who are managing the 
team Ontario tryouts for the 
NAIG. So we have some mul-
tisport camps happening this 
weekend, which is volleyball, 
basketball and soccer taking 
place.”

Sault continued:“This is 
our first time for some actual 
team members being here (in 
Fort Albany), but we do have 
some representation from Fort 
Albany in some of our sports.” 

NAIG began in 1992, in 
Edmonton and was born out of 
a moment to give Indigenous 
youth an opportunity and to be 
active and be engaged and be 
involved in their communities 

through sports and culture. 
Jocelyn Cheechoo an 

employee with ASWCO and 
manager of team Ontario at 
NAIG lives in Moose Factory. 
She said the decision to head 
to Fort Albany for the Commu-
nity Tour and tryouts was made 
because basketball has been 
such a strong sport in that com-
munity. “A lot of youth play it, 
and a lot of good work has been 
done in that sport in this com-
munity. It is also central for a lot 
of the Coastal communities to 
be able to attend and be part of 
the weekend,” she said. 

NAIG and ASWCO mak-

ing a visit to Fort Albany is 
part of a larger northern strat-
egy to make more visits to the 
far north where resources for 
sports are much more limited 
than in the southern parts of 
Ontario. 

“Sports and these types of 
activities are very important 
and have played a big role in 
my life so I see how it can also 
be important in the lives of our 
youth,” Cheechoo said. 

The 2017 NAIG games will 
take place in July in Toronto. 
This will be the 9th official 
games and the first time they 
have been held in Ontario.  
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Call the Shots on Colon Cancer
When caught early, there is a 90% chance that colorectal cancer can be cured.

If you are a man or woman aged 50 
to 74 years, with no family history 
of colorectal cancer, you should be 
screened every 2 years.

Screening is done by completing a take-
home fecal occult blood test (FOBT) kit.

Get  your FOBT kit from:

•  Your health care provider or nursing station.

•  Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-828-9213

•  The Screen for Life Coach: 1-800-461-7031

For more information, visit ColonCancerCheck.ca.

ATO holds hockey tryouts
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Marten Falls’ Willow Moo-
nias enjoyed trying out for a 
forward position at the Jan. 
29 Aboriginal Team Ontario 
hockey tryouts at the Fort Wil-
liam First Nation Arena.

“I play defence right now 
but I’m trying out for forward,” 
Moonias says. “I wanted to try 
something new. It was nice to 
see (the other players’) style of 
playing. So it was different, it 
was cool.”

Moonias currently plays for 
the Midget Predators in Thun-
der Bay.

“I just wanted to tryout for 
Team Ontario and see how it 
would be to go to,” Moonias 
says.

Robert Squitti Jr., a Nisga’a 
citizen who plays goal with the 
Norwest Stars in Thunder Bay, 
also enjoyed participating in the 
tryouts.

“The tryout was nice — it 
was a good skate and a lot of 
hard shots,” Smith says. “You 
have a few of the local AAA kids 
coming out and shooting on 
you. It was a good experience 
to see how hard they shoot — 
some of the shots hurt.”

Squitti’s mother Tammy 
Squitti enjoyed watching her 
son and the other players at the 
tryouts.

“I loved it — it was nice 
to see the kids try so hard,” 
Tammy says. “And it was nice 
to see so many kids from the 
community come out. We didn’t 
expect that many.”

The tryouts were held for the 

Boys and Girls teams that will 
represent Ontario at the 2017 
National Aboriginal Hockey 
Championships in May at 
Cowichan, British Columbia. 
The Girls team won silver at the 
last three National Aboriginal 
Hockey Championships while 
the Boys team lost the bronze 
medal game last year and fin-
ished fifth the year before.

“We had lots of young people 
coming out to try out,” says Glo-
ria Hendrick-Laliberte, general 
manager for Aboriginal Team 
Ontario female. “Man, there’s 
lots of talent in our communi-
ties.”

About 38 boys and about 25 
girls tried out for the two teams, 
with players from Thunder Bay, 
Fort Frances, Kenora, Sioux 
Lookout, Lac Seul, Kasabonika, 
Marten Falls, Eabametoong and 
other communities.

“I’ve been the general man-
ager for the female team since 
2012,” Hendrick-Laliberte says. 
“The girls have won silver for 
three years. They won bronze 
in Saskatoon and there was just 
one year that we didn’t come 
home without a medal.”

Hendrick-Laliberte says there 
is a strong hockey culture in 
the west and Team Inuit, Team 
North and Team Atlantic are 
starting to catch up to the other 
teams.

“(The Boys team) used to be 
perennial gold medal winners, 
but it’s dried up, it’s tough,” 
says Marc Laliberte, president 
of Aboriginal Sport and Well-
ness Council of Ontario. “Their 
competition has got much more 
fierce.”

ATO also held hockey tryouts 
in Sudbury and Guelph earlier 
in the season and a prospects 

tryout is planned for during the 
upcoming Little NHL tourna-
ment.

“We have scouts across the 
province who look at players,” 
Hendrick-Laliberte says. “The 
general managers and the 
head coaches take a look at the 
names and we contact coaches 
and get referrals and talk about 
not just their ability on the ice 
and skill levels, but they have 
to be in school, they have to be 
non-smokers, no alcohol. We 
keep an eye on social media, 
their conduct and behaviour. So 
there are a lot of factors that we 
consider when selecting players 
for the team.”

A Team Ontario Canoe 
indoor tryout was also held 
on Jan. 27 at Dennis Franklin 
Cromarty First Nations High 
School in Thunder Bay.

Rick Garrick/Wawaty News
The girls trying out for Aboriginal Team Ontario’s team at the 2017 National Aboriginal Hockey Champion-
ships pick up some instructions from the Lakehead Thunderwolves coaches during the Jan. 29 tryout ses-
sion at Fort William First Nation Arena.

Retired NHL player 
surprises Eabametoong 
girls hockey team
Tessa Bois
Special to Wawatay News

“I did play for Montreal 
Canadians. Obviously, you can’t 
be both Montreal and Toronto 
fan, you have to choose one” 
said retired NHL player Mike 
Weaver who arrived in Eabam-
etoong on February 1, 2017. 

On February 2, Weaver went 
to go surprise the girls hockey 
team with new equipment and 
to train them at the local arena. 

Eabametoong’s first ever girls 
hockey team made CBC news 
earlier this year when equip-
ment was donated to them. This 
was where Weaver saw their 
story and felt there was a little 
more that can be done for these 
girls.

“I heard that they didn’t 
have all of the equipment that 
was donated from the pervi-
ous person. So I went ahead 
and got CCM to come on board 
and another goalie that I know 
in the NHL, went ahead and 
donated the rest of the equip-
ment” said Weaver

Weaver was able to get the 
girls new helmets and skates 
among other gear. Also a friend 
of Weaver’s who’s a goalie, sent 
up two sets of goalie equipment 
and sticks which he surprised 
the girls with before practice. 

“Just their smiles on their 
faces were just amazing” 
Weaver explained

During the girls hockey prac-
tice, Weaver was explaining 

to Coach Leslie Campbell how 
to use his app CoachThem to 
run drills. The girls huddled 
together to see which drill their 
coach wanted them to run. 
Weaver and Campbell dem-
onstrated to the girls and they 
would follow suit.

“I have an app called Coach-
Them that I wanted to go and 
give to [Coach Campbell] which 
allows her to an easier way of 
planning her practices and com-
ing up with a practice plan to go 
ahead” said Weaver

Weaver explained his passion 
for helping women’s hockey 
is inspired by his grandfather 
who created the first women’s 
hockey team in Brampton 
Ontario

This was Weaver’s first time 
visiting a First Nation reserve.

“It’s amazing up here. it’s 
cold” said Weaver, laughing. 
“I’m having a great time.”

 Sports

submitted by Tessa Bois
Weaver demonstrates a drill for 
the girls.
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Eabametoong in the morning light 

photo submitted by Quincey Okees
Early morning light glistens on icicles overlooking homes in Eabametoong. 
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Guest editorials, columnists 
and letters to the editor do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 
Wawatay News.

I don’t get the chance to visit 
with my family often these 
days. We are all living busy 

lives and far apart.  We talk on 
the phone but it is not the same 
as being able to sit with them 
and chat. The strange thing is, 
no matter how much time has 
slipped between us, whenever 
I get together with them in 
person, I feel like we were never 
really apart from one another. 
I speak to them in our familiar 
Cree language which we grew 
up with as children. When I 
hear the words, phrases and 
funny things we say to one 
another, I am reminded of our 
parents, the world we grew 
up in and the people that sur-
rounded us. 

I had a short visit with my 
eldest sister Jackie and her hus-
band Clarence Shisheesh this 
past week. It was her birthday 
recently so it was good to spend 
time with her. I enjoy being 
around Clarence as he is more 
like a brother I grew up with 
in my large family. They mar-
ried in 1987 when I was eleven 
and they always remind of me 
of how bad they felt that I had 

to suffer through chicken pox 
during the wedding ceremonies 
that summer. 

Jackie is more like an aunt or 
a mother to me than my sister. 
She was a big part of my life as 
a boy. She looked after me and 
my younger brothers Joseph 
and Paul, as she was several 
years older than us. As a teen-
ager, she was tasked with tak-
ing care of we youngsters. I can 
remember spending weekend 
afternoons with my younger 
brothers playing in the living 
room, while Jackie tuned into 
a Saturday afternoon music 
program that featured the latest 
music videos. She would dance 
around to the latest eighties pop 
tunes to entertain us as she did 
her housework for mom, who 
was working as a cook at the 
hospital. Dad was out on the 
land or working with my older 
brothers Lawrence, Mario, 
Anthony and Philip. Jackie was 
always exciting, fun, energetic 
and ready to have a laugh. 

I can’t quite believe she is 
now a grandmother with ten 
grandchildren. She is a dedi-
cated caregiver who still has 
plenty of fun with her group of 
babies. 

She and my sister Janie were 
part of a new generation of 
people in our community that 
had a firm grasp of our old 
traditional Cree culture and an 
eagerness to be part of a new 
modern world. They were capa-
ble of working in modern jobs 

in office settings or health care 
due to their education and good 
English language skills as well 
as Cree. At the same time they 
were ready and willing to work 
at home to help our mom Susan 
with traditional activities like 
preparing wild food, gathering 
resources or making traditional 
crafts. 

Jackie and Janie had the ben-
efit of being the last generation 
that mixed with a special group 
of Elders in Attawapiskat while 
also participating in the mod-
ern society. 

They got to learn from the 
older traditional Elders back 
then who had spent more time 
on the land than in the com-
munity.  When I look back on 
it now, there was a relatively 
short period in our community 
when our old traditional Elders 
were mixed with a new genera-
tion of young people who were 
becoming part of a new world. 
My sisters Jackie and Janie 
were part of a fortunate group 
of people in our community 
who lived and conversed with 
those Elders during the fading 
years of their lives. When my 
sisters were teenagers, I can 
remember them having plenty 
of fun and laughter with those 
old people. 

By the time I became a teen-
ager myself, those traditional 
Elders were becoming weaker 
and it didn’t take much time 
before many of them were 
gone. 

Whenever I speak to my 
sisters now, I feel as if my Cree 
language is lacking even though 
I understand most of everything 
they say. 

They have a greater vocabu-
lary and knowledge of the lan-
guage than I do. I can hear the 
language of our distant Elders 
in the way they speak and I 
enjoy laughing at the twists and 
turns they make with the words 
and phrases. 

In many ways Jackie is the 
product of the teachings and 
training provided by the Elders 
of their time. I can hear it in her 
words, see it in her kindness 
and laugh at it in her humour. 
I feel happy for her growing 
family as she is passing on that 
same knowledge to her children 
and grandchildren. 

I’ve always thought of my 
sister as the greatest care giver 
anyone could have. I remember 
one summer evening in our 
home as the sun was setting 
at one end of our gravel road. 
She was keeping an eye out for 
her friends as she leaned out a 
window ledge facing the street. 
I wanted to look out too, so she 
took me up in her arms to show 
me the neighbourhood which 
was lit up in fading shades of 
yellow and orange. She said she 
was waiting for her girlfriends 
and told me they would be com-
ing up the road soon. I recall 
feeling protected and cared for 
and it felt good. Happy Birthday 
Neemis (my sister) Jackie. 

I can speak my Cree tradi-
tional language to a great 
degree and I know how to 

survive on the land with a lot 
of skills. I owe all of this to the 
fact that I grew up surrounded 
by my parents and Elders in my 
home community of Attawapis-
kat. 

How big a deal is this? Well, 
it makes me who I am as a First 
Nation person and grounds me 
or connects me to my people 
and the land. 

Still, this was not enough to 
assist me in having a life. I had 
to admit to myself that I had a 
problem with addictions and I 
reached out for the necessary 
knowledge and skills to figure 
much of that out. Thanks to 
Alcoholics Anonymous and 
some good friends who were on 
the trail of recovery and sobri-
ety I managed to pick up many 
very useful skills to deal with 
my addictions. 

My Elders played a role in 
helping me on this trail also and 
I am forever grateful to them. 
Being grateful plays a big part 
in my sobriety because I have to 
keep reminding myself how for-
tunate I am to have a good life. 

When I learned that Matta-
gami First Nation was making 
an effort to create a Senior Citi-
zen Multi-Use Complex in their 
community I immediately con-
nected to how important this 
type of project is for my people.

As First Nation people, who 
we are comes from the teach-
ings and guidance of our Elders. 
Many Native communities 
across Canada have lost their 
language and traditions and 
that means they are losing their 
way in life. 

Our First Nations are experi-
encing so many problems with 
addictions, abuse, poverty, 
sickness and suicide. For many 
of our First Nations our young 
people are growing up without 
those familiar Elders I once 
knew as they are now passing 
on or having to leave the com-
munity to facilities in the south. 
All their knowledge, skills and 
experience is being lost and that 
makes me sad.

Thankfully, people like Jen-
nifer Constant, Chief Walter 
Naveau, Juanita Luke and all 
the council members, staff 
and Elders of Mattagami First 
Nation are working to develop 
a safe, culturally appropriate 
and active home for their Elders 
and others from First Nations in 
the area. 

Jennifer has been meeting 
with health professionals on the 
Federal, Provincial and local 
levels to try to put this much 

needed home and health ser-
vice in place. 

Right now Elders from the 
community and other First 
Nations must be moved out of 
their familiar home locations to 
facilities in outside towns and 
cities. 

Sadly, this means that our 
Elders, many of whom had to 
endure the horrors of the resi-
dential school system, now once 
again in their golden years have 
to leave their First Nations to be 
housed in institutions outside 
their communities. 

They must leave their fami-
lies, friends and their familiar 
settings where they can speak 
their language, practice their 
traditions and culture and 
socialize on the land.

I am sad for them to have to 
endure this uprooting and move 
to institutions that can not pos-
sibly really make our Elders feel 
at home in their own space that 
is culturally appropriate. 

Our Elders need to be 
respected and honoured in their 
final years. Caring for them 
will assist our First Nations 
in so many ways. The plan at 
Mattagami First Nation is to 
create a culturally appropriate 
place where our Elders can still 
be connected to the community 
and be included in decision 
making in terms of their guid-
ance and experience. 

They also assist our youth in 
particular with their knowledge 
of our traditions and culture 
and of course the language.

It would be so great to see 
this development move ahead. 
The Elders would be associ-
ated with the local First Nation 
school curriculum and play a 
big part in the students educa-
tion. 

They would also be included 
in the decision making by Chief 
and Council and remain an 
active part of the community. 
I urge our Federal, Provincial 
and regional government rep-
resentatives to invest in our 
First Nations youth and mem-
bership in general by moving 
ahead with this type of Elders 
complex. 

Rather than throw all 
kinds of money at bringing 
in outside social workers and 
mental health workers it would 
make so much sense to keep 
our Elders in their home First 
Nation so that they can help 
heal our communities. 

In the words of Jennifer and 
her team in Mattagami First 
Nation this type of develop-
ment for our Elders is what 
reconciliation is all about. It is 
our opportunity to right many 
wrongs and to do so with the 
idea of a healing that only our 
Elders can provide for our First 
Nations. 

Our heads of government 
need to quit stalling and putting 
up obstacles and hoops that we 
have to navigate to make this 
Elders complex a reality. Keep 
our Elders with us.

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY

Xavier  
       Kataquapit

UNDER THE  
NORTHERN SKY

Neemis (My Sister) Jackie 

Keep our Elders with us
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Senator McPhedran visits DFC students
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Dennis Franklin Cromarty 
First Nations High School stu-
dents recently took advantage 
of an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and interact with a visiting 
senator from Manitoba.

“It was pretty interesting, 
politically and (with) the Indig-
enous problems she brought 
up,” says Grade 12 student 
Jared McKay about the visit by 
Senator Marilou McPhedran. 
“She actually understands us 
and is actually willing to stand 
with us. We all have a voice but 
she will give us a bigger voice 
with her supporting us.”

McKay asked McPhedran a 
question about eugenics, which 
is defined by the Canadian 
Oxford Dictionary as being 
the science of improving the 
(especially human) popula-
tion by controlled breeding for 
desirable inherited character-
istics, during her visit to the 
classroom. Eugenics fell into 
disfavour after the Nazis imple-
mented their own version of 
eugenics prior to and during 
World War II.

“I just asked her what she 
thought of eugenics,” McKay 
says. “She gave an example and 
made her point, which was a 
pretty good point.”

McPhedran says there were a 
range of responses from the stu-
dents during her visit.

“I saw a number of students 
nodding ‘Yes’ to what I was 
saying, in particular when I 
started speaking about freedom 
of expression and freedom of 
assembly — the fact that it is 
entirely democratic to engage 
in peaceful protest and that it 
is often peaceful protest that is 
part of bringing about positive 
needed change,” McPhedran 
says. “I have noticed in the time 
I have been here today at DFC 
that students much prefer to 

speak quietly one-on-one, so 
I have had a number of very 
meaningful conversations as 
students have just quietly come 
up to me and said what they 
needed to say or asked their 
question.”

McPhedran appreciated the 
opportunity to see some of the 
school’s First Nations Trade 
School classrooms during her 
visit.

“One of the things we need 
in our country is more people in 
our skilled trades,” McPhedran 
says. “For those who choose 
the skilled trades, the school is 
equipped now to really smooth 
their path into a highly produc-
tive trade and career that will 
benefit them, their families and 
their communities.”

McPhedran also emphasized 
the number of female students 
she saw in the trades class-
rooms during her visit.

“In every class there are 
almost as many or in one class 

even more young women 
than young men,” McPhedran 
says. “That’s a really good sign 
because typically the trades 
have been exclusionary to 
women.”

DFC principal Sharon Ange-
coneb says the students, teach-
ers and staff shared “good 
stories” with her about McPhe-
dran’s visit.

“She was very interested 
in hearing from the students,” 
Angeconeb says. “Our students 
were quite open about asking 
questions, very insightful ques-
tions, and I am really thankful 
for that.”

Angeconeb says three stu-
dents also joined in on the 
school tour for McPhedran.

“They also spoke on the need 
for a living centre, a residence 
here for our DFC students,” 
Angeconeb says. “We are really 
trying to empower the students 
to speak up for themselves, to 
be able to advocate on what 

they see the needs are in their 
communities, to be able to 
speak up for their people back 
home. So I find when high pro-
file visitors such as the senator 
… come to the school, it gives 
the students an opportunity 
to voice their own issues, their 
own concerns and I am very 
thankful for that.”

DFC teacher Greg Chomut, 
who hosted McPhedran during 
his history class, says her visit 
provided students with more 
knowledge about how the fed-
eral government works.

“She talked about a few 
things, starting with the famous 
five and how they fought for 
women’s rights in Canada,” 
Chomut says. “She talked about 
her career and how it developed 
around women’s rights and 
what she is hoping to do now 
that she is in the Senate. And it 
was nice to hear her insight on 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission.”

 Politics

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Senator Marilou McPhedran checks out a canoe that was built by Dennis Franklin Cromarty First Nations 
High School shop students during her visit to the Thunder Bay-based school.

Donor reaches 
out to Wapekeka
Stephanie Wesley  
Special to Wawatay News

Just days after Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation (NAN) Grand 
Chief Alvin Fiddler called on 
the Government of Canada 
to act on First Nation propos-
als to improve access to health 
services, a charitable donor 
stepped forward to finance 
the suicide prevention pro-
gram (that was aimed at at-
risk youth) that Health Canada 
failed to fund.

The donor has committed to 
fund approximately $380,000 
to reinstate the community’s 
Youth Mental Health Pro-
gram. An initial installment of 
$30,000 was wired to Wape-
keka on Monday, January 25th. 
The community has started to 
hire mental health workers 
to start working with at-risk 
youth. The remaining funds are 
expected to flow this week as 
required by this program.

In a statement, Fiddler and 
Wapekeka First Nation Chief 
Brennan Sainnawap expressed 
their appreciation for the dona-
tion.

“The donor was deeply 
moved by the suicide crisis 
in Wapekeka after the tragic 
loss of two 12-year-olds, and 
reached out to us last week,” 
Fiddler said. He added that the 
donor wished to remain anony-
mous.

“The continued loss of First 
Nation youth to suicide is 
unacceptable to the Canadian 
public. We are grateful that a 
private donor has stepped in 
where the Government of Can-
ada has failed,” Fiddler said.

In January, Wapekeka 
declared a state of emergency 

following the loss of two young 
girls to suicide. Fiddler chas-
tised Health Canada for fail-
ing to fund a proposal that was 
submitted by Sainnawap in July 
2016 for mental health supports 
for at-risk youth. The funding 
was denied, with Health Can-
ada later notifying the commu-
nity leadership that they would 
pursue funding for the services 
in the future.

Sainnawap said that the 
community is overwhelmed 
with the generous donation.

“We are overwhelmed with 
this act of generosity and can-
not express how grateful we are 
that this donor is stepping in to 
help our people. Our commu-
nity is in crisis and there is an 
urgent need to get this program 
back in place as soon as possi-
ble,” Sainnawap said. 

Accessible only by air and 
seasonal winter road, Wape-
keka is located approximately 
450 kilometres northeast of 
Sioux Lookout, Ontario, with 
an on-reserve population of 
approximately 350 people.

There have been 523 sui-
cides in NAN First Nations 
since 1986, with 17 in 2016. 
The highest rate of suicides 
were completed by children 
aged 10-14 (more than 70) and 
youth aged 15-20 (nearly 200).

...the community is 
overwhelmed with the 
generous donation.
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Suicide, prescription drug 
abuse and sexual abuse were 
among the issues raised at this 
year’s Nishnawbe Aski Nation 
Winter Chiefs Assembly, held 
Jan. 31-Feb. 2 in Thunder Bay.

“About a week and a half ago 
we held a press conference (on 
suicide) in Ottawa and we had 
the national chief there and 
also members from Wapekeka 
to talk about what they were 
facing in their community,” 
says Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler 
on the first day of the assem-
bly. “And to stress the urgency 
of the situation that they were 
dealing with at the community 
level.”

Fiddler also spoke about the 
meeting he, Mushkegowuk 
Council Grand Chief Jona-
than Solomon and Wapekeka 
spokesperson Joshua Frogg 
had with Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau about the suicide crisis 
on Jan. 19.

“I said it’s not working for 
you, it’s not working for your 
government and it’s most cer-
tainly not working for our com-
munities,” Fiddler says. “And 
that we need to change how the 
bureaucracy, the system, the 
machine, whatever you want to 
call it, is failing our communi-
ties. And it is, more importantly, 
failing our young people. And 
that is where we had a discus-
sion on the need for all of us to 
develop a more comprehensive 
strategy on suicide prevention, 
one that is sustainable, one that 
is community based, commu-
nity driven. It shouldn’t just be 
in time of crisis like we saw in 
Attawapiskat in the springtime 
or what we saw in Wapekeka 
two weeks ago where everyone 
jumps up (and) people spend a 
lot of money to deal with that 
crisis.”

Fiddler says Wapekeka previ-
ously developed their own strat-
egy, which included the annual 
Survivors of Suicide (SOS) 
conference, to deal with suicide 
after a crisis in the 1980s and 
1990s.

“The work they were doing 
not only benefitted their com-
munity, it also benefitted the 
surrounding communities,” Fid-
dler says. “And it was working 
for that community, but unfor-
tunately over the last two years 
funding has become an issue 
again for them. And unfortu-
nately we are seeing the condi-
tions that we are seeing today. 
And that is why we told the 
prime minister to fund that pro-
posal.”

Deputy Grand Chief Anna 
Betty Achneepineskum spoke 
about prescription drug abuse 
on the last day of the assembly.

“When we have a wounded 
spirit, when our self esteem is 
not strong and when our cop-
ing skills are weak, sometimes 
a person will start using drugs, 
alcohol and other negative 
behaviours of acting out to deal 
with the pain that we have, 
especially if we have unresolved 
trauma, unresolved issues of 
grief, unresolved issues of sig-
nificant losses or if we were sex-
ually abused as children,” Ach-
neepineskum says. “We start 
building these negative coping 
skills and it might be drugs — 
drugs is a big issue in our com-
munities.”

Achneepineskum says NAN 
needs to start addressing pre-
scription drug abuse in the 
communities.

“We don’t want the epi-
demic of opiates to continue 
in our communities,” Ach-
neepineskum says. “We have 
to start addressing it now and 
we also have to ensure that we 
start developing preventive 
measures so that we don’t see 
another generation of people 
that are dealing with opioid 
addictions.”

Achneepineskum says there 
are more children in care across 
NAN territory than there were 
15 years ago.

“And a lot of it is caused by 
our people that have addic-
tions,” Achneepineskum says. 
“And now with other drugs we 
are hearing about like Fentanyl 
and crystal meth, those are very 
frightening and they are very 
deadly.”

The Nishnawbe-Aski Police 
Services provided a presenta-
tion on Fentanyl and other 
drugs during the assembly, 
including an image of a bag of 
about 5,000 Fentanyl tablets 
that were seized by the police.

“You see how opiates are 
easily spread into our commu-
nities,” Achneepineskum says. 
“So we have to make sure that 
we start talking about Fentanyl 
now and drug prevention.”

Sexual abuse and sexual vio-
lence issues were also brought 
up by Achneepineskum, NAN 
staff and NAPS officers during 
separate presentations at the 
assembly.

“In many of our families, 
in many of our lives, in many 
of our communities, we have 
this dark cloud that is over us, 
that sometimes consumes us,” 
Achneepineskum says. “That 
dark cloud is sexual abuse. We 
cannot deny anymore that this 
exists in our communities. We 
have to now start addressing 
this.”

National Chief Perry Belle-
garde, Regional Chief Isadore 
Day and officials from the 
Canadian Rangers also made 
presentations at the assembly.

aboriginalinitiatives.lakeheadu.ca                1-807-766-7219                

Welcoming you to experience our:
• Indigenous Learning Degree 

Program
• Native Access Program
• Native Nurses Entry Program
• Honours Bachelor of Education 

(Aboriginal) Primary/Junior

• Indigenous Language Teacher 
Diploma Program

• Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of 
Education (Indigenous Learning) 
Intermediate/Senior

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

INSPIRING
INDIGENOUS SCHOLARS

 Politics
NAN Winter Chiefs meeting addresses drug abuse

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
TOP LEFT: National Chief Perry 
Bellegarde addresses the Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation Winter Chiefs 
Assembly, held Jan. 31-Feb. 2 at 
the DaVinci Centre in Thunder 
Bay.

TOP RIGHT: Grand Chief Alvin 
Fiddler addresses the Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation Winter Chiefs 
Assembly.

LEFT: Eabamettong youth Riley 
Yesno, centre right, was hon-
oured by a drum song for being 
named to the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Advisory Council.
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 Community

Matawa telecommunications 
to connect communities
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Matawa First Nations are 
looking to establish broadband 
Internet services to five remote 
fly-in communities through the 
federal government’s Connect 
to Innovate funding process.

“We are like the stone age of 
technology, using fax machines 
still,” says Marten Falls Chief 
Bruce Achneepineskum. “We 
can’t rely on our Internet sys-
tems at all. We are only rel-
egated to quick e-mails. We 
can’t upload or download huge 
documents or have those appli-
cations that are available in the 
rest of the country.”

The Matawa First Nations 
announced their plans after 
the Ministry of Innovation, Sci-
ence and Economic Develop-
ment launched the Connect 
to Innovate initiative on Dec. 
15 and the Canadian Radio-
Television and Telecommunica-
tions Commission declared that 
broadband Internet is a service 
that all Canadians should have 
regardless of where they live 
on Dec. 20. The Matawa chiefs 
previously met with Innovation, 
Science and Economic Develop-
ment Minister Navdeep Bains 
on Oct. 13.

“We are looking at all the 
options that are out there right 
now,” Achneepineskum says. 
“We haven’t made any decisions 
and we have a short timeframe. 
There is an application process 
in the works and we are apply-
ing as Matawa First Nations.”

Achneepineskum says the 
remote, fly-in communities of 
Eabametoong, Marten Falls, 
Neskantaga, Nibinamik and 
Webequie are the last commu-
nities within Nishnawbe Aski 
Nation to be without broad-
band Internet services. Many 
of the other NAN communities 
were provided with broadband 
Internet services through the 
Northwestern Ontario Broad-
band Expansion Initiative fibre-
optic network.

“We’ve been (calling for full 
broadband connectivity) since 
2014,” Achneepineskum says. 
“We really started concentrat-
ing on trying to get a project 
together but the problem was 
funding. So this is a possible 
solution right now ahead of us.”

The Matawa First Nations 
met with officials from the pro-
vincial and federal assistant 
deputy minister offices on Jan. 
18 to discuss the project, which 
is estimated to cost more than 
$60 million.

“We have the opportunity 
to be able to come up with a 
really good proposal to them so 
that we can get the funding to 

be able to have better Internet 
services in our communities,” 
says Webequie Chief Cornelius 
Wabasse. “I’m just hoping they 
heard our issues and come to 
realize that it would be a ben-
efit, especially to our remote 
communities.”

Wabasse says the broadband 
Internet would also be benefi-
cial for potential mineral devel-
opment projects in the Ring of 
Fire area.

“It would really benefit that 
aspect as well too if we were to 
have better Internet services up 
north,” Wabasse says.

Wabasse says the current 
Internet services in his commu-
nity are very slow.

“It slows things down, even 
with our health services,” 
Wabasse says. “When the doc-
tors come up there, they need 
to have better service at that 
place where they do their work 
to be able to properly examine 
the patients.”

Nibinamik Chief Johnny Yel-
lowhead says the broadband 
Internet would improve tele-
medicine and education ser-
vices.

“There are some various 
issues in terms of our telemedi-
cine,” Yellowhead says. “It does 
not really function properly due 
to lack of resources. It’s slow — 
when (patients) talk to a doctor 
or a specialist in Toronto there 
is usually a gap (due to) slow 
technology.”

Yellowhead says the commu-
nity’s KiHS program also has 
problems due to the slow Inter-
net services.

“If we were to get broadband 
in our community, I think it 
would be really accurate and it 
would benefit the students to 
work from home or anywhere 
else in the community,” Yellow-
head says.

Matawa First Nations CEO 
David Paul Achneepineskum 
says Matawa can move forward 
on the project “very quickly.”

“We can say that our proj-
ect is pretty well shovel ready,” 
David Paul says. “We are well 
prepared. We have done a lot 
of work in terms of feasibility, a 
business plan and looked at the 
risk analysis.”

David Paul says the project 
will be owned and operated by 
the Matawa First Nations com-
munities.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Webequie Chief Cornelius Wabasse, Marten Falls Chief Bruce Achneepineskum and Nibinamik Chief 
Johnny Yellowhead called for the establishment of broadband Internet services for Matawa’s five remote, 
fly-in communities through the federal government’s Connect to Innovate funding process.

CKWT 89.9 FM Sioux Lookout  |  CJWT 106.7 FM Timmins
on  www.wawataynews.ca

LISTEN TO WRN

...Broadband Internet 
would improve  
telemedicine and  
education services...
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2017 Nissan TITAN 

5 YEAR/ 160,000KM BUMPER TO BUMPER 
WARRANTY INCLUDED IN ALL 2017 TITAN’S!!!!!!!! 

AVAILABLE 0% FINANCING!!!!! 

 

 

2017 Nissan ARMADA 
ALL NEW!!!! 4x4 WITH TONS OF SPACE!!!!  

V8 WITH 390HP AND AVAILABLE SEATING FOR UP 
TO 8 PEOPLE!!!!!! 

ANDREW SANTOS MARC DESJARDINS 

(705) 268-2226 

CREDIT APPS ON SITE! NO  
APPLICATION REFUSED!!!!! 

 

 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 28TH :  9AM TO 5PM – MOOSONEE 
TWO BAY AND MOOSONEE NORTHERN STORE 

 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 1ST : 9AM TO 12PM - KASHECHEWAN 

KASHECHEWAN NORTHERN STORE 
 
WEDNESDAY MARCH 1ST : 1PM TO 4PM – FORT ALBANY 
     LOONE’S VARIETY & GAS BAR 
 
THURSDAY MARCH 2ND:  10AM TO 4PM – ATTAWAPISKAT 

ATTAWAPISKAT NORTHERN STORE 
 
 
 

 SEE YOU THERE!!!! 

!!!VEHICLES ON SITE AND AVAILABLE FOR TEST DRIVES!!!! 
 

MOOSONEE – KASHECHEWAN – FORT ALBANY – ATTAWAPISKAT 
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ADVANCED SECURITY AND 
PROTECTIVE SERVICES
100% Attawapiskat First Nation 
owned

Do you operate commercial facilities or public  
buildings?  Are you looking for ways to develop skilled  

community members to work locally?  

Our team of professionals can help!
Unique Training Program
•  We conduct certified training programs for area 

and First Nation community members who want 
to qualify to work as licensed security personnel. 

•  The certificate-based curriculum is approved by 
the Government of Ontario. Sessions can even 
be held in your community.

•  Think about meeting local security needs with 
qualified community members.

Let us be your solution!
To find out more, please call (705) 267-5547

Email: advancedsecurity@advsecur.com     Visit: advsecur.com

Commercial Security Needs
• Building and facilities security
• Work site security and safety 
•  Asset protection; commercial 

loss protection
•  Safety, environmental and 

regulatory compliance
•  Uniformed, licensed security 

guards

Business Systems Distributed by 
Herman Hanschke and Olivia Shapwaykeesic
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Contact us for all your  
Business & Marketing Needs!

Herman Hanschke
Owner/Regional Distributor 
herman@safeguardthunderbay.com

Olivia Shapwaykeesic
Marketing Business Manager 
olivia@safeguardthunderbay.com 

Office Supplies: Filing Systems, Custom Cheques, Bank 
Deposit Slips, One-Write Accounting Systems, Stamps & 
Forms
Printing: Brochures, Newsletters, Business Cards, Flyers, 
Magazines & Gift Certificates
Computer Services: Sales, Web Services, Technical  
Support & Affordable Email Addresses
Marketing Materials: Trade Show Products, Promotional 
items, Websites & Social Media Platforms

Business Systems Distributed by 
Herman Hanschke and Olivia Shapwaykeesic

vinyl banners  •  retractable displays  •  championship rings  •  hats  •  

containers    •  pens  • duffel bags  •  headphones  •  flashlights  •  magnets

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box #10175,  
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 6T7
Phone: (807) 344-2983
Fax: (807) 344-1581
Toll Free: (877) 544-2983

OSHKI brings full 
time accredited post 
secondary  programs 
to you through our 
partnered colleges and 
innovative program 
delivery model.

You can obtain a post 
secondary education 
certificate or diploma 
while studying in your 
home community.

For more information 
contact:

THUNDER BAY 
CAMPUS

  :  (807) 626-1880
  : 1-866-636-7454
  : dtait@oshki.ca Online applications available at:

www.oshki.ca

NEW Programs
available for

Fall 2017

106 Centennial Square, 3rd Floor, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 1H3

Start A New Beginning

New and Current Programs:

Registered Practical Nursing new

Classroom Assistant new

Police Foundations new

ECE Leadership new

Early Child Education
Business (Diploma)

Social Service Worker - Native Specialization
Indigenous Wellness & Addictions Prevention

Walk highlights the need 
for treatment centers
Geoff Shields
Special to Wawatay News

Gary Sugarhead is a man 
with a mission. The 51 year old 
from Big Beaverhouse is near-
ing the end of a 1200 km walk 
to raise awareness of the use 
of prescription drugs, alcohol 
abuse and suicides that are 
sadly prevalent amongst young 
and old throughout the north-
ern communities.

Sugarhead started his walk 
in Mishkeegogamang and has 
continued walking along two 
major highways and winter 
roads to the communities of 
Pickle Lake, Cat Lake, Slate 
Falls, Sioux Lookout, Lac Seul, 
Wabigoon, Dryden, Eagle Lake, 
Vermillion Bay, Ear Falls, Red 
Lake, Pikangikum, Poplar Hill, 
North Spirit Lake, and eventu-
ally will finish in Sandy Lake 
First Nation.

Wawatay News caught up 
with Sugarhead in Sioux Look-
out where he had stopped to 
rest overnight.

Q. What prompted you to 
undertake this walk?

A. I Started my first walk in 
2014 and this is my fourth. I do 
this to create awareness of the 
urgent need for what we need 
in our communities, treatment 
centers, and better offices, 
spaces where we can teach our 
children.

Q. Why do you think there is 
a need for treatment centers in 
the northern communities?

A. We need private space 
where we can do things 
together as well like a class-
room where we can show 
young people an educational 
video, use our Elders for teach-

ing, healing and take them out 
to their land as well.

Q. Do you think traditional 
teaching would help?

A. Yes you have to use tradi-
tional teaching in the right way 
to benefit the young people.

Q. You started your walk in 
Mishkeegogamang have you 
had many people Join you so 
far on tour walk.

A. Well I had a young man 
from Mishkeegogamang walk 
with me named Travis and I 
am thankful for him walking 
with me to raise awareness 
and an Elder Ralph Roundhead 
assisted me along the way by 
finding me good accommoda-
tion and a meal. People have 
been very supportive and 
helping me on the road since I 
started my walk.

Q. Have you spoken to any 
government officials about the 
need for treatment centers in 
the North?

A. I haven’t really done that 

yet but I wish I could meet 
someone like Mr. Trudeau and 
shake his hand and tell him my 
long story in short way.

Q. Do you have a personal 
message you would like to give 
to people?

A. Yes first of all I would like 
to say thank you very much for 
your assistance along the way, 
I have faith but I just wish more 
people would walk with me for 
healing, because people need 
to get out of using alcohol and 
drugs and do a lot with their 
lives and work together-all in 
one together.

In 2018 Sugarhead will again 
take to the highways to achieve 
his awareness goal. “In our 
northern communities, we need 
to start working together, share 
thoughts in our plan to help our 
people. We need to use Elders 
for healing and teaching. The 
Creator gave us the land to use 
for hunting and to heal our peo-
ple,” he said. 

submitted photo 
Gary Sugarhead is nearing the end of a 1200 km walk to raise aware-
ness of the use of prescription drugs, alcohol abuse and suicides in 
the north. 
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Tyance Anderson
Special to Wawatay News

It’s the last community to be 
connected to the winter road, 
but when it’s finally open, the 
people of Kasabonika Lake use 
it to its full advantage.

From stockpiling supplies 
from further south, transport-
ing housing materials, visiting 
friends and family in neigh-
bouring communities to hitting 
up bingos and hockey tourna-
ments, the winter road prom-
ises adventure and opportunity.

Construction began a little 
later than usual this year, just 
after Christmas. Usually work 
begins on the stretch from Long 
Dog to Kasabonika in Novem-
ber, however the road is usually 
completed by early February. It 
officially opened Sunday, Feb-
ruary 5th to light (non-com-
mercial) traffic until further 
notice.

Leon Beardy has been a win-
ter road maintenance worker 
for many years. He operates 
the “groomer” that plows and 
scrapes the snow.

“It’s a 24 hour job,” said 
Beardy who works almost non-
stop. “Smacking into rocks, and 
falling asleep and trying to keep 
one eye open and yeah…it’s a 
lot of fun.”

To make the winter road 
first the crew goes ahead and 
fixes all the creeks, explained 
Beardy. They place logs across 
the creek and then flood it and 
wait for it to harden. When 
Beardy gets there they throw 
snow on top and make sure the 
crossing is secure. Then Beardy 
continues to plow on.

“Once I open the road, 
that first snow, when you 
cut through, the snow will 
harden, explained Beardy. “This 
cold weather – this is the best 
time. So then we just have our 
drag – the tires and we have 
another big steel beam we drag 
– then from there we just keep 
on driving back and forth until 
the road smooth’s out.”

A couple warm days in Janu-
ary made the road too mushy, 
but now temperatures are in the 
minus teens and that’s better to 
work with, he says.

“If you’ve lots of snow to 
be cut, and we get cold, cold 
weather, it’s good. Because then 
the snow compacts and gets 
nice and hard.”

When the crew gets to a lake 
they check the ice first. “Always 
safety first, ” says Beardy.

He needs the ice to be at least 
16 inches thick for the groomer 
to safely cross. If the snow 
doesn’t pile up too much on 
the ice, it freezes deeper. They 
check the thickness with an 
auger every few feet across.

“They have a chart here, it 
says for like a small dozer we 
have, that that thing can go 
sixteen inches. Well that guy, 
whoever said that, can drive the 
dozer across if he wants, but not 
me,” Beardy laughed. He says 

three feet of thick ice is ideal. 
“It’s good to take an ice auger 

and drill then let it sit, and then 
drill again. The ice gets thicker.” 

Beardy has never fallen 
through the ice and says if he 
did, no one would ever see him 
out on it again. Once the road 
paths are made and cleared, 
they just need to be maintained.

From Long Dog to Kasab-
onika is an hour, and the road 
is extra wide. People travel up 
to 50 kilometers an hour. Some-
times you see moose and cari-
bou, rabbits, martens and par-
tridges. Maybe a wolf or north-
ern lights if you’re lucky.

Councillor Ralph Begg 
recently returned on the winter 
road, all the way from London, 
ON spending 38 hours driv-
ing all together. It took him 14 
hours on the winter road from 
Sioux Lookout to Kasabonika.

“I lost so much time on 
the Long Dog section, it’s too 
bumpy,” he explained. “My 
speedometer was barely mov-
ing, sometimes it didn’t wanna 
move.”

The bumpiness is an 
unavoidable part of the winter 
road. Ask anyone what it is like, 
and they say “it’s bumpy.”

“At first when we make the 
road, it’s bumpy,” explained 
Beardy. “Then later on you have 
to cut with the blade a little bit 
and kind of smooth everything 
out.” 

The winter road will prob-
ably be open until the end of 
March. Last year it was only 
open a few weeks. Housing 
materials had to be flown in by 
air, making the 600 000 lbs of 
supplies much more expensive.

“We got a deal on the air 
freight as it’s usually 80 cents 
a pound,” explained financial 
adviser Antonius Knijnenburg. 
“But we would have brought it 
all in through winter road.”

A truck loaded with 50 000 
lbs costs approximately $7000, 
or 15 cents a pound. Even with 
a deal, it cost the band $300 
000 to fly the supplies in – a 
major difference of $210 000 in 
their housing budget, which is a 
loss in entire houses being built.

Between the cost of freight 
and fuel, everything that comes 
in on the winter road is cheaper 
– from gasoline to toilet paper.

“I would estimate the eco-
nomic value of a winter road to 
a community like Kasabonika 
to at least one million dollars 
in economic projects,” said 
Knijnenburg, and that doesn’t 
include personal savings on 
food, travel and other house-
hold goods and necessities.

“Not having the winter road 
would be a severe loss in eco-
nomic opportunities” he said.
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Extended Warranties & Financing Available.          HST & Licensing Fees not included.          *Free extended Warranty on selected vehicles only – 3year, or 36,000km, $2,500 max per claim

2010 Dodge Journey SXT
silver, 3.5L V6, 84,324km, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw,
pdl, cd, alloys, remote entry, certified, 84,324km

$10,995

2010 Ford Focus SE Sedan
silver, 4cyl, 4spd auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, heated seats,
cd, aux, usb, SYNC system, alloys, remote entry, 69,353km

$8,995

2010 Audi G5 Premium Quatro AWD
3.2L V6, 6spd auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, heated p/seat, leather, cd/mp3, bluetooth,
nav, backup cam, alloys, tint, sunroof, remote entry, fully loaded, 76,667km

$22,995

2011 Cadillac CTS Navigation
3.0L V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, heated p/seat, leather, cd/mp3,
bluetooth, nav, alloys, tint, sunroof, emote entry, 78,807km

$18,995

2004 Buick LeSabre Limited
3.8L V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, h eated p/seat, leather, cd, alloys,
sunroof, remote entry, loaded, inc winter tires on rims, 129,396km

$5,995

2010 Ford F150 XLT Supercrew 4x4
5.4L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, am/fm/cd,
sat radio, alloys, 142,426km

$19,495

2010 Buick Enclave CXL AWD
black, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, heated p/seat, leather, cd, DVD system, bluetooth,
backup cam, alloys, tint, sunroof, remote entry/start, 7 passenger seating, 154,858km

$19,495

2013 Chevy Suburban 4x4
black, V8, auto, 3 zone air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/seat, cd, bluetooth, alloys,
tint, remote entry/start, new 16” winter tires on rims, 113,631km

$34,995

2014 Ford Focus SE
white, 2.0L 4cyl, 6spd, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, heated seats,
am/fm/cd/mp3, bluetooth, alloys, 35,193km, remainder of factory warranty

$13,995
2011 Dodge Caravan SE/SXT

blue, V6, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, am/fm/cd,
seats 7, clean, 94,392km

$12,995

2007 Chevy Silverado 1500 LT Crew 4x4
white, 5.7L V8, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, OnStar, tow pkg, am/fm/cd,
mp3, USB, bluetooth, sat radio, backup cam, 199,435km

$18,995

2008 Mercedes ML320 CDI 4Matic
white, Diesel, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, leather heated p/seats, bluetooth,
nav, sat radio, sunroof, loaded with power options, 195,985km

$12,995

2008 Lexus IS250 AWD
silver, V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, air/heat p/seats, leather, cd/mp3,
sat radio, alloys, tint, sunroof, loaded, 86,669miles, previous US car

$13,995

2013 Mazda 2 Hatchback
1.5L 4cyl, auto, air, pw, pdl, cd, USB, Aux, new win-
ter tires included, 44,000km

$10,995

2009 Dodge Grand Caravan SE
3.3L V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, remote entry, am/fm/cd,
stow & go, 7 passenger seating, new tires, 71,724km

$10,995

2005 Toyota Matrix XR Hatchback
4cyl, auto, air, tilt, well equipped, winter tires on rims,
safetied and serviced, 93,392km

$6,995 
2008 Chevy Cobalt LT Sedan

blue, 2.2L 4cyl, 4spd auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl,
am/fm/cd, only 102,475km
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2011 Toyota Rav 4 Limited 4WD
brown, 4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, p/seat, cd/mp3, sat radio,
backup cam, sunroof, remote entry/start, only 60,377km
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2011 Chevy Malibu LT
silver, 2.4L 4cyl EcoTeck, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, heated leather
seat, cd, mp3, bluetooth, alloys, remote entry, 132,883km

$10,995

2012 Chevy Orlando 1LT
grey, 2.4L 4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, cd/mp3, tint,
remote entry, only 115,711km

$10,495

ONLY 44,000KM

2007 Hyundai Tuscon FWD
Gray, 2.7L V6, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, cd, mp3, alloys,
remote entry, 5 passenger seating, very clean, 174,683km

$8,995 SOLD
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2008 Honda Accord
green, 2.4L 4cyl, auto, air, cruise, tilt, pw, pdl, cd/mp3, alloys, tint,
remote entry, includes summer/winter tires on rims, 97,333km

$10,900

REDUCED

REDUCED

2005 Ford Focus ZX5 SES Hatchback
silver, 2.0L 4cyl, 4spd auto, air, cruise, pw, pdl, heated seats,
cd, sunroof, remote entry, safetied & serviced, 82,690km
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3.0L V6, auto, 6 stack cd, mp3, aux, bluetooth, sat radio,
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$8,995

2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser 4x4
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 $15,995

$34,995
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At Auto-One we carry and service all makes and models, foreign  
and domestic. All vehicles Safetied and Serviced with new oil & filter.

Kasabonika Lake’s winter 
road an economic necessity

submitted by Antonius Knijnenburg
The winter road leading to Kasabonika Lake. 
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 Arts and Entertainment

Norval Morrisseau featured 
at Thunder Bay Art Gallery

Six Nations actor a hit at 
Magnus Theatre 

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Thunder Bay Art Gallery 
is currently featuring a Recent 
Acquisitions to the Collection: 
Norval Morrisseau exhibition 
until March 5.

“Whenever we put a Morris-
seau exhibition up, what I find 
really interesting and exciting is 
that there are so many people in 
Thunder Bay and in the region 
that knew him,” says Nadia 
Kurd,  curator at the Thunder 
Bay Art Gallery. “So whenever 
someone comes through, they 
always have a story to tell about 
the time they saw Norval Mor-
risseau or a similar work they 
have seen at other places. So 
as a curator, I am always inter-
ested in those stories because 
they also add life to the art and 
enrich our understanding of the 
art and artist and his life.”

Kurd says one of the donors 
travelled with Morrisseau when 
he was going to the different 
communities to do art classes 
and to teach community mem-
bers.

“They were going to really 
remote communities as well 
and showcasing and doing this 
artwork where maybe perhaps 
it wasn’t done before,” Kurd 
says. “Morrisseau would also 
bring an artist like Carl Ray 
with him too so that transmis-
sion of knowledge and that 

painting and that art would 
continue. And sure enough 
today, you see that today even 
though Morrisseau is no longer 
with us, there are so many gen-
erations of artists that continue 
in that tradition and have been 
impacted by his work.”

The exhibition features art 
that was donated to the Thun-
der Bay Art Gallery’s Perma-
nent Collection over a five-year 
period. The art was purchased 
by or gifted to families in north-
western Ontario.

“People have such a connec-
tion to Morrisseau and a con-
nection to the work and a con-
nection to the themes in the 
work,” Kurd says. “It’s always 
exciting to put his work up 
because that’s what comes to 
us.”

The exhibition features 
examples of Morrisseau’s inter-
connected power lines, bold 
colours and homage to the 
pictographic traditions of the 
Anishinabe.

“Another thing too is that 
the work in this exhibition is 
largely on kraft paper,” Kurd 
says. “So that tells us something 
else — kraft paper was readily 
available, probably really easy 
to paint on and easily transport-
able. You can roll it up.”

Kurd adds that some of the 
works were created on small 
pieces of birch bark.

“So you have the tradition 

and then you have the contem-
porary (material) that is avail-
able for artists to use and to 
paint and draw on,” Kurd says. 
“So that is always changing as 
well.”

Included in the works is a 
pencil sketch of Morrisseau by 
artist Susan Ross, which shows 
a young artist on the verge of 
recognition. 

“He would write to Susan 
Ross to get art supplies and 
paints to be sent up to him,” 
Kurd says. “Artists are always 
looking for ways to get their 
message out, to get their art 
out, to get their work out and 
when I see it on birch bark and 
when I see it on kraft paper or 
you see it on canvas, they are 
all interesting ways in which 
that message is sent out. It just 
speaks to the different ways in 
which you can create work and 
use what you have to get that 
out.”

Born in 1932 in Beardmore, 
Morrisseau founded the Wood-
land style of art and was rec-
ognized internationally as one 
of Canada’s most preeminent 
artists. He was recognized with 
honorary doctorates from Lake-
head University and McMaster 
University and he participated 
in Montreal Expo 67. His work 
is represented in numerous 
private and public collections 
around the world. He passed on 
in December 2007.

Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

Six Nations actor Gary 
Farmer was a hit at the open-
ing night performance of Drew 
Hayden Taylor’s Crees in the 
Caribbean play at Magnus The-
atre in Thunder Bay.

“It was a very fantastic, 
enjoyable production,” says 
Elizabeth Moore, from Con-
stance Lake. “I enjoyed the 
beginning — it made me laugh. 
And at the end it made me cry. 
The play was well done and I 
think that Gary Farmer still has 
it.”

Constance Lake’s Frances 
Wesley also enjoyed the play, 
which ran from Jan. 30-Feb. 11.

“I really enjoyed it,” Wesley 
says. “I thought it was very well 
written and the performers 
were just absolutely great.”

The play featured Farmer as 
Cecil Poundmaker and Marsha 
Knight as Evie Poundmaker, a 
middle-aged Cree couple who 
were celebrating their 35th 
wedding anniversary at a resort 
in Mexico. Julia Porter also per-
formed as Manuela, a resort 
housekeeper.

“I didn’t expect the way it 
ended — it got very emotional 
at the end,” Wesley says. “And 
the violence that affects many 
of our families, I’m glad that it 
was portrayed in this play. But 
also it portrayed the love that 

was shown for each other.”
Seine River’s Ira Johnson 

appreciated Taylor’s “good writ-
ing” in the play.

“I really enjoyed it — it was 
very lively and very enjoyable to 
watch,” Johnson says. “It really 
drew me in all the way through 
and I think that is the mark of a 
good writer.”

Six Nations’ Elliott Doxtater-
Wynn says the play was funny 
and close to real life for him.

“I think I’ve actually been on 
vacations with that couple,” 
Doxtater-Wynn says. “I thought 
it was amazing. It was one of 
the best ones I’ve seen of Drew 
Hayden Taylor’s productions.”

Taylor, who attended the 
opening performance, says 
the actors brought the play to 
life and hit some “very strong 
chords” with the audience.

“It was fun to see the audi-
ence laughing, and then at the 
end crying,” Taylor says. “I’m 
really delighted to see this pro-
duction here.”

Taylor says he was “a little 
nervous” before the opening 
performance.

“It’s the first time I think 
that Gary’s been in one of my 
plays and I was really looking 
forward to seeing it,” Taylor 
says. “I really liked what he did 
with it. He had fun with the 
character and he gave Cecil 
some depth and some emotion 
and I think the audience really 

related to him.”
Farmer says he used his life 

experiences to build his role in 
the play. 

“The whole thing is me — 
I’ve always been a bit of a tough 
guy,” Farmer says, noting that 
his character and Evie soon 
realized the situation Manuela 
was in. “And they figured out 
a way to help her in a kind of 
goofy funny way. But the guy 
being kind of a fighter, an ex-
boxer in northern Saskatche-
wan in his life, he was prepared 
for battle.”

Farmer says it is “wonderful” 
that Magnus Theatre devotes a 
portion of their season to Native 
work, writers and actors.

“It’s nice to see that we are 
building audience in the Native 
community,” Farmer says. 
“That’s half of the battle — 
building an audience for stories 
and storytelling. And I think 
there is a lot to be gained by 
that.”

Thom Currie, Magnus The-
atre’s artistic director, says the 
Indigenous play is one of the 
most important aspects of the 
theatre.

“It is going to continue as 
part of our (season), so let’s 
get performers of a certain stat-
ure who are willing to come to 
Thunder Bay and do the work,” 
Currie says. “I was absolutely 
thrilled that Gary could come.”

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
A closeup of one of Norval Morrisseau’s works in the Thunder Bay Art Gallery’s Recent Acquisitions to the 
Collection: Norval Morrisseau exhibition, which is on display until March 5.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
Crees in the Caribbean actor Gary Farmer, right, with Ira Johnson and Tanya Gignac at the opening night 
reception on Feb. 2 at Magnus Theatre in Thunder Bay.
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Aboriginal  
Peoples Survey

Enquête auprès des
peuples autochtones

Economic Participation
A survey of First Nations people

living off reserve, Métis and Inuit

Between January and June 2017, Statistics Canada will be 
conducting the Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS).  

You may be selected to participate. 

Take part, complete the survey and  
help build a better future! 

Entre janvier et juin 2017, Statistique Canada mènera 
l’Enquête auprès des peuples autochtones (EAPA).  
Vous pourriez être sélectionné pour y participer. 

Participez, remplissez le questionnaire et contribuez  
ainsi à bâtir un avenir meilleur! 

For more information,  
call 1-800-263-1136  

or go to www.statcan.gc.ca/aps.  

Pour obtenir plus de renseignements,  
veuillez composer le 1-800-263-1136   
ou consulter le site www.statcan.gc.ca/eapa.  

Participation à l’activité  
économique
Une enquête menée auprès des  
Premières Nations vivant hors  
réserve, des Métis et des Inuits

 Health
Bottoms Up: It’s Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month!
Crystal Davey, Nurse Practitio-
ner, Regional Aboriginal Cancer 
Lead
Special to Wawatay News

Did you know that Canada 
has one of the highest 
rates of colorectal cancer 

in the world? It is the third most 
common cancer diagnosed in 
Ontario and the second leading 
cause of deaths. 

Colon cancer is cancer of the 
large intestine (colon), which 
is the lower part of the diges-
tive system. Rectal cancer is 
cancer of the last six inches of 
the colon. Together, they are 
referred to as colorectal cancer. 

The exact cause of colorec-
tal cancer is hard to pinpoint. 
However, we do know that tiny 
growths, called polyps, some-
times form on the inner surface 
of the colon or the rectum. Pol-
yps are not cancerous, but over 
time a slow-growing polyp may 
turn into colorectal cancer. 

When it comes to colorectal 
cancer, what you don’t know 
can hurt you. Colorectal cancer 
grows slowly and normally 
doesn’t show any symptoms 
until later stages. This is why 
regular cancer screening is so 
important. Research shows that 
almost 70% of people diag-
nosed with colorectal cancer 
have no family history of the 
disease, meaning that even if it 
doesn’t run in your family you 
could be at risk. 

Although colorectal cancer is 
a common cancer in our prov-
ince, and among Aboriginal 
people, someone with colorec-
tal cancer has a 90% chance 
of being cured if the cancer is 
caught early. The best way to 
catch colorectal cancer early is 
to get screened. It is important 
that all men and women aged 
50 to 74 years get screened. 

Ontario has a colorectal can-
cer screening program called 
‘ColonCancerCheck’, and it is 
for men and women aged 50 to 
74 years old. The ColonCancer-
Check screening test, for people 
with no first-degree family 
history (i.e. parent, sibling, 
child) of colorectal cancer, is 
called the fecal occult blood test 
(FOBT). The FOBT is a simple 

test, that you can do at home, 
that detects very small amounts 
of blood in the stool. The 
test requires a person to take 
samples of their stool on three 
different days then the samples 
are sent to the lab.

If blood is found, further 
testing is required. Although 
most people who have blood in 
their stool do not have colorec-
tal cancer, a colonoscopy is 
still recommended to find out 
what is causing the bleeding. A 
colonoscopy is an examination 
of the lining of the rectum and 
colon using a flexible tube with 
a light and a camera on the end. 
The specialist who performs 
the colonoscopy can look at the 
entire colon to see if there are 
any polyps or cancer. Polyps are 
removed during the procedure.

If you have one or more 
first-degree relatives (i.e. par-
ent, sibling, children) who has 
had colorectal cancer you may 
need to be screened by a colo-
noscopy. This type of screening 
would start at age 50, or 10 
years younger than the age your 
relative was diagnosed. Speak 
to your health care provider. 

The best way to treat cancer 
is to prevent it.
The Path to Wellness – 
Reduce your cancer risk:

Limit alcohol use.
Limit intake of red meat and 

avoid process meats.
Maintain a health body 

weight.
Be physically active as part of 

everyday life.
Eat a diet high in fibre 

(including vegetables and 
fruit).

Quit smoking and stop using 
commercial tobacco products.

Get screened!
Take care of your health 

and get screened. You can get 
screened by doing one of the 
following: 

•  Talk to your health care 
provider (nurse, doctor, 
nurse practitioner, pharma-
cist, physician assistant).

•  Contact the Screen for Life 
Coach at 1-800-461-7031.

•  If you don’t have a health 
care provider, call Tele-
health Ontario at 1-866-
828-9213, and they will 
send you a FOBT kit.

When it comes to colorectal 
cancer screening, don’t be 
shy or embarrassed to talk to 
someone about your health. I 
always tell my patients that it’s 
better to screen and prevent 
rather than wait for the worst. 
Bottoms up! Talk about your 
colorectal health!

Colorectal cancer is a com-
mon cancer in our province, 
and among Aboriginal people, 
someone with colorectal can-
cer has a 90% chance of being 
cured if the cancer is caught 
early. 

Men and women, between 
50 and 74 years of age with 
no first-degree family history 
(i.e. parent, sibling, child) of 
colorectal cancer, should com-
plete a ColonCancerCheck fecal 
occult blood test (FOBT) every 
2 years. Talk to your health care 
provider to get your kit!
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Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

First Nations thrown object 
survivor Barbara Kentner 
appreciates the support shown 
for her by about 100 solidarity 
walkers on Feb. 5 in Thunder 
Bay.

“It was a really good turn-
out,” Kentner says. “I see there 
is a lot of respect out there for 
Aboriginal women that get 
abused for nothing.”

Kentner was still recover-
ing from being hit with the 
trailer hitch, so she remained 
in a heated vehicle for most of 
the solidarity walk. She was hit 
with the trailer hitch on Jan. 
29 by a passenger in a passing 
vehicle on Cameron St. near 
McKenzie Ave. in Thunder Bay.

“It’s sore,” Kentner says. “I 
can barely move.”

Kentner was admitted to hos-
pital for the injury on Jan. 30 
and released on Feb. 4.

“It felt like somebody 
punched me really hard with 
a baseball bat,” Kentner says 
about being hit by the trailer 
hitch. “Like really hard, like an 
MLB (Major League Baseball) 
player.”

Thunder Bay Police have 
since laid an aggravated assault 
charge against Brayden Bushby, 
18, who appeared in court on 
Jan. 5 and was remanded to 
Jan. 7. Police received informa-
tion that four individuals, three 
males and one female, were in 
the vehicle at the time of the 
incident. Thunder Bay Police 
are also consulting with the 
Crown to evaluate if evidence 
gathered to date indicates 
whether the assault can be des-
ignated as a hate motivated 
incident.

“Hopefully justice is going to 
be served,” Kentner says. “They 
need to know that they can’t be 
doing this to people, Aboriginal 
or not.”

The walk was organized by 
students from Confederation 
College’s Aboriginal Commu-
nity Advocacy program, includ-
ing Nicole Barkman-Lands.

“I’m just really grateful that 
everybody came,” Barkman-
Lands says. “We didn’t expect 
this kind of turnout when we 
were planning it, so I’m really 

happy everybody showed up 
and showed their support for 
Barb and to raise awareness 
for violence against Indigenous 
women. It’s awesome.”

Barkman-Lands says the 
Aboriginal Community Advo-
cacy students decided to orga-
nize the walk after following 
the story for a while.

“Something has to be done 
to stop this stuff — like it’s 
enough now,” Barkman-Lands 
says. “It just took conversation 
and people who share the same 
thoughts and opinions and val-
ues as you and great things can 
happen.”

The walkers met at Paterson 
Park, across from the Thunder 
Bay Courthouse, where Bark-
man-Lands delivered a speech 
and a group of women hand 
drummers sang a drum song. 
The walkers then proceeded 
along May St. to the site where 
Kentner was hit with the trailer 
hitch and then back again to 
Paterson Park.

“It was spectacular to see all 
these people here,” says Aaron 
Tyance, Aboriginal victims 
family liaison with Ontario 
Native Women’s Association. 
“It started off really chilly but 
it sure warmed up really quick. 
We’re (also) serving the pub-
lic some hot chocolate on this 
chilly night.”

Jana-Rae Yerxa, a program 
coordinator with Confedera-
tion College, says the students 
began organizing the walk on 
Feb. 3.

“I’m really pleased with the 
turnout from the people of 
Thunder Bay to come out and 
support Barb and Melissa and 
all Indigenous women,” Yerxa 
says. “It’s making my heart 
happy.”

Melissa Kentner, Barbara’s 
sister who was walking with her 
at the time of the attack, says 
the attack was “shocking.”

“It was shocking and angry 
at the same time,” Melissa says. 
“Right after it happened, they 
drove down McKenzie and then 
they turned off on Rowand. 
I thought they were going to 
come back and try to pick up 
the trailer hitch.”

Erin Bottle enjoyed partici-
pating in the drum song along 
with the other women hand 
drummers.

“There was a considerable 
number of hand drummers,” 
Bottle says. “It was awesome.”

Bottle also prayed for the 
people who attacked Kentner 
with the trailer hitch.

“I prayed to the Creator that 
he pities them and he provides 
teachings for them and an 
opportunity for them to learn 
the concept of compassion and 
love,” Bottle says. “Because vio-
lence is a learned behaviour 
and these young people had 
learned it from somewhere, 
misguided learning and teach-
ings. I prayed for them for the 
community so our community 
understands that these people 
that did this, they didn’t know 
any better.”

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY (INTERNAL/EXTERNAL)
PATIENT NAVIGATOR CASUAL/ ON-CALL WORKER

Patient Navigator Program Description 
A Patient Navigator is employed on a full-time basis and the program is reviewed annually.  The Patient Navigator reports directly to the 
Executive Director. The Patient Navigator is responsible for managing, developing and implementing the patient liaison services for the 
Sioux Lookout district First Nations clients   The Patient Navigator is part of the Health team that is working towards fulfilling the vision and 
mission the SFNC mandate and its policies while ensuring compliance with the overall Patient Navigator program requirements for the 
Sioux Lookout District.  The Patient Navigator program will implement casual relief/on-call workers for the program.

Job Summary:
Shibogama First Nation Council will employ on a casual basis, Casual Relief/On-Call Worker(s) to be located in Sioux Lookout.  The Patient 
Navigator Program is under the direct supervision of the SFNC Executive Director. The Casual Relief/On-call Worker (s) will be hired for the 
purpose of relieving and assisting the Patient Navigator.  The workers will assist in the advocacy and support services provided for the First 
Nations Clients who are having difficulties with their patient services under the Non-Insure Health Benefits (NIHB) Program. The Patient 
Navigator oversees and coordinates the patient navigator services program.  Patient Navigator Job Description is available for reference

Duties:
 •  Communicate, document, and submit all incident reports
 •  Carry the Patient Navigator cell at all times and answer incoming 

calls and texts
 • Be available to respond to the clients in person 
 • Visit the hospital and the hostel on a regular basis
 •  Provide liaison and advocacy for the clients – i.e NIHB, Chief and 

Council, and/or Tribal Councils
 • Start an appeal process when necessary

Education & Experience Requirements:
 • Minimum Grade 12 Secondary Education
 • Experience in working with First Nations clients
 •  Willing to learn the federal and provincial policies and services, 

particularly Health Canada relevant to First Nation health.
 •  Knowledge of computerized management information systems 

and literacy
 •  Proficient written communication skills and good organizational 

skills
 •  Be self-motivated, innovative and proactive with the ability to 

multi-task, prioritize tasks, demands and work independently.
 •  Strong interpersonal skills and ability to advocate and support 

clients
 • Fluency in Oji-Cree 
 •  Ability to understand medical terminology and a willingness to 

learn and interpret
 • Oath of Confidentiality to be signed and required
 • Possess a valid Driver’s license.

Term -Casual and On-call                            Anticipated Start Date: Immediately

Application
Applications must include a cover letter, resume, two references 
including most recent employer, certificate of qualification and a 
recent criminal conviction check. In accordance with the Freedom 
of Information Act, applicants must provide a signed and dated 
statement authorizing SFNC personnel to contact references.

Application Deadline: February 24, 2017 4:00 p.m.

Applications must be directed to: Margaret Kenequanash, 
Executive Director
Shibogama First Nations Council
P.O. Box 449
Sioux Lookout, Ontario P8T 1A5
PH: (807) 737-2662 ext. 2233 FAX: (807) 737-1583
E-MAIL: margaretk@shibogama.on.ca  
Website: www.shibogama.on.ca

Email and faxed resumes along with required documentation will be accepted.  Only those interviewed will be contacted.  We wish 
to thank in advance all those who submit applications.

ONLY THOSE SELECTED FOR AN INTERVIEW WILL BE CONTACTED

PATIENT NAVIGATOR PROGRAM
SIOUX LOOKOUT ZONE DISTRICT

Pure Bred German Shepherd 
Puppies for sale. Born December 
29, 2016, and will be ready for 
new home on February 28, 2017. 
Call 807 407-9000 for more 
information.

FOR SALE 

PUPPIES

Classifieds

CKWT 89.9 FM Sioux Lookout  |  CJWT 106.7 FM Timmins
on  www.wawataynews.ca

LISTEN TO WRN

Barbara Kentner leads 
walk against violence

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News
The Barbara Kentner solidarity walkers leave Patterson Park on Feb. 5 for their evening walk to Cameron 
St. near McKenzie Ave. in Thunder Bay where Kentner was hit with a trailer hitch on Jan. 29.
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  Business Directory

Tracker Marine, Polaris ATVs & Snowmobiles, 
Ariens Lawn Care, Minkota Sales & Authorized 

Repair Depot.

835 McKenzie Ave. N | Fort Frances, ON P7A 2B4
Tel (807) 274-9556 | www.WebbsPowerShack.ca

Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Cottage 

Phone: 807-468-7878 
1221 HWY 17 West, Keewatin  |  Toll Free: 1-888-893-6488

• Security Systems • 24hr ULC Monitoring • Camera Systems • Card Access  
• Electronic Door Controls  • Lock Sales, Repairs, Rekeys • Deadbolts • Padlocks  

• Safe Opening & Repairs • Restricted Key Systems • Doors and Hardware

TRUSTED IN NWO
SINCE 1989Proudly Serving  

Our First Nations

53 York St. 
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1E1
Email: hmcars@bellnet.ca

Tel: 807-737-4643
Cell: 807-738-0047

Toll Free: 877-337-4643

Michael T. George
Owner/Manager

Licenced Repair Garage

Servicing Personal, Commercial Vehicles & Heavy Equipment
MTO Licenced – Mobile Service - Towing - Praxair Depot

Retail:  Napa Auto Parts & Supplies - Tires - Welding Supplies

www.hmcars.ca

LAW OFFICES OF 
EDWARDS & HOLLINGER

Shawn Bell, B.Es, J.D.

1204 Roland Street | Thunder Bay, Ontario | P7B 5M4
Tel: (807) 344-1313 | Fax: (807) 344-1340

shawn@edwardshollinger.com

www.edwardshollinger.com

Medicine’s Best Kept Secret
Key to the Immune System.   Key to fighting Cancer.  

Key to Aging.  Key to Life itself.

Contact: rogerpatola@hotmail.com
807 475-9371

BOOK YOUR WAWATAY NEWS AD TODAY!
PLEASE CONTACT OUR SALES  

REPRESENTATIVE:

Tom Scura
Phone: 807 622-6000

Fax: 807 622-6010
toms@wawatay.on.ca

We have
RED CANDY APPLES,
CARAMEL APPLES,

FUDGE,
ROCKY POP

BRING THIS COUPON FOR:

INTERCITY SHOPPING CENTRE, THUNDER BAY, ON. P7B-6B9 (807) 623.3233 

- C
O

U
P
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N

 -

- FREE SAMPLES! -
DO YOU LOVE CHOCOLATE!!

- C
O

U
P

O
N

 -

50¢
OFF

ANY CARAMEL APPLE or
PIECE OF HOMEMADE FUDGE

CORPORATE, TEAM, SCHOOL & WORK
 CLOTHING AND PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

 Thunder Bay 807-346-4445                Dryden: 807-220-4213 www.playitagainsportsthunderbay.com

Largest Hockey supplier
in Northwestern Ontario

 Community
Survivors Rowe film presented to DFC students
Rick Garrick
Wawatay News

The Survivor’s Rowe film was 
screened during a two-day pre-
sentation by two survivors at 
Dennis Franklin Cromarty First 
Nations High School. 

“We felt it was important that 
the students hear the stories 
because there are very tragic 
results from what happened,” 
says DFC principal Sharon 
Angeconeb. “The impact of the 
sexual abuse, even though it 
happened years ago, we are still 
faced with those tragedies, we 
are still trying to live with the 
pain.”

The 29-minute Survivor’s 
Rowe documentary film fea-

tures the stories of four Nish-
nawbe Aski Nation victims of 
convicted pedophile Ralph 
Rowe, a former Anglican min-
ister and boy scout leader who 
used to fly into 18 Nishnawbe 
Aski Nation communities dur-
ing the 1970s and 1980s. Rowe 
was convicted of about 60 sex-
ual assaults.

“It’s just heartbreaking,” 
Angeconeb says. “And I have 
a lot of respect for those men, 
for Harry (Kenequanash) and 
Joshua (Frogg) and all the 
other survivors who are speak-
ing up on this now. They have 
such tremendous courage to 
be able to speak on this and I 
wanted our students to hear 
their stories.”

Angeconeb says the students 
need to learn from what hap-
pened in their communities.

“They need to learn that it is 
OK to speak up, as painful as it 
is,” Angeconeb says.

Angeconeb says support staff 
were invited to provide support 
during the presentation.

“I just want to reassure the 
parents and the community 
members up north that we are 
aware that this is a very sensi-
tive, painful topic and that we 
wanted to make sure our stu-
dents are looked after as much 
as we can,” Angeconeb says. 

Kenequanash, from 
Weagamow, says the students 
asked a “lot of interesting ques-
tions” about the film and their 

presentation.
“Some of the questions that 

we’ve gotten were if this was 
actually the first time we’ve 
done (this) and how long it 
took to get these stories out to 
the public,” Kenequanash says. 
“And we also shared some of 
the topics on forgiveness and 
how we view those kind of steps 
in order to interpret what for-
giveness relates to us as survi-
vors.”

Kenequanash and Frogg, 
from Wapekeka, held four ses-
sions with students in DFC’s 
traditional room over the two 
days.

“What I noticed is that they 
were really resilient,” Kenequa-
nash says. “We also had to share 

some of the issues surround-
ing what an intergenerational 
impact is.”

Frogg, one of the four sur-
vivors featured in the film, 
says some of the students were 
shocked to hear what happened 
to him and the other survivors.

“We have to do a better job of 
talking to our youth about why 
our communities are like that, 
the way they are, why there’s 
dysfunction in our communi-
ties, why there’s family break-
ups, why there’s suicides and 
why there’s lateral violence,” 
Frogg says. “It stems from 
somewhere. I think they need to 
know that.”

Frogg says the students were 
very attentive during the four 

presentations.
“This is the first time (we 

did the presentation) for high 
school students,” Frogg says, 
noting he and some of the other 
survivors previously delivered a 
presentation at Lakehead Uni-
versity. “I think it is worthwhile. 
If it helps one person, just that 
one person that may have a 
hard time talking about this 
issue, that happened to them, 
then it is worth it to me.”

Frogg says it is time to do 
presentations in the commu-
nities that were impacted by 
Rowe’s sexual assaults.

“It has to be done,” Frogg 
says. “There has to be dialogue 
and discussion in the commu-
nity.”
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February 21, 2017,  
6 pm CST/7 pm EST
Letter T upright $1000. Letter X $1000. 

Full Card $5000. 

For more information please visit:
www.wawataynews.ca/bingo
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FULL-TIME TEACHING 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE!

• 
• 
• 

•
 

•
 
 

Interested individuals are invited to submit their resume 
and cover letter with three (3) recent employment 
references to:
Kwayaciiwin Education 
Resource Centre 
Box 1328, 43 Queen Street, 
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1B8 
Fax: (807) 737-3650  
Email: resumes@kerc.ca

Kwayaciiwin Education Resource Centre would like  
to thank all candidates for their interest, however only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.

Bearskin Lake- Special Ed. 
Kasabonika- Grade 4     
Mishkeegogamang- K4
Sachigo Lake- Special Ed.
Wapekeka- Grade 5/6, Special Ed.

First Nations communities in northwestern Ontario are currently 

accepting applications for K-Grade 12 and Special Education teachers 

for the remainder of the 2016-17 school year.

Applicants must have a Bachelor of Education degree or equivalent 

and be a member in good standing with the Ontario College of 

Teachers. Special Education quali�cations and experience teaching in 

a First Nation community are considered assets.

Positions are available in the following communities:
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Valentine Memorial Walk to honour MMIW
Stephanie Wesley 
Special to Wawatay News

The 9th Annual Valentine’s 
Day Memorial Walk was held 
in Thunder Bay to honour the 
memories of missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women.

Seine River First Nation’s 
Sharon Johnson started the Val-
entine’s Day Memorial Walk for 
her sister Sandra Johnson. San-
dra was murdered 25 years ago 
in Thunder Bay. Her body was 
found on the frozen McIntyre 
floodway next to the Main Street 
bridge.

In the RCMP report Miss-
ing and Murdered Aboriginal 
Women: A National Operational 
Overview, it states that Canadian 
Indigenous women and girls are 
disproportionately affected by 
violence – even though Indig-
enous women make up 4 per cent 
of the Canadian female popula-
tion, 16 per cent of all women 
murdered in Canada between 
1980 and 2012 were Indigenous.

Sandra’s murder is still 
unsolved.

The Valentine’s Day Memorial 
Walk is held for those who want 
to honour the memory of their 
missing or murdered women and 
show support.

“The memorial walk is just 
something I feel I need to keep 
doing for now,” Johnson said 
from her mother’s home. She 
explained that she has been hav-
ing difficulties organizing the 
walk remotely from out of town, 
but is confident she will have 
help.

“I am just doing what I can 
from here,” Johnson said. She 
was working on designing post-
ers for the walk, and explained 

that Thunder Bay’s Crime Pre-
vention Council usually prints 
them for the walk.

Johnson also organizes the 
Full Moon Memory Walk that 
happens in September.  She 
said she receives a lot of mes-
sages from people who are 
looking to participate in the 
walk or lend a helping hand. 
Johnson also received a mes-
sage from the family of the 
actress who played her sister 
Sandra in the APTN/CBC series 
Taken.

Taken is a true crime docu-
mentary series that focuses on 
solving the mysteries behind 
Canada’s missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls 
by sharing their stories as told 
by loved ones and family mem-
bers. Sandra’s story aired on 
November 11th, 2016 on APTN. 

“It was difficult to talk 
about,” Johnson said of film-
ing the interview for the show. 
“It was difficult to go back and 
remember everything from 
back then from the night I last 
saw Sandra, the last night I 
talked to her in my apartment. 
And that’s usually the way it is. 
It’s hard to talk about.”

She explained that the inter-
viewers were understanding, 
though.

“They were really good,” 
she said. “They made sure that 
we did the smudging first, and 
then they gave me a little stone 
to hang onto and a tobacco tie.”

When it came to watching 
the show, Johnson said she felt 
nervous. She read on Facebook 
what the family members and 
friends of other women fea-
tured in Taken have said about 
watching the episodes, and how 

they had a difficult time with it.
“I was a little bit nervous 

about watching my sister’s,” she 
said. “But it was okay because 
one of my sister’s drove in from 
the reserve to watch it from my 
place. My other sister was there, 
and my cousin came in too from 
the rez. I wasn’t by myself.”

Johnson did warn others, 
including her mother, that they 
might be triggered by the sensi-
tive subject matter of the show. 
She said she thinks her mother 
watched the show eventually 
anyway.

Johnson said that she was 
contacted Sandy Wolfe, the 
mother of Kassidy Chartrand 
who played Sandra in Taken, 
and that the family plan to 
attend the Valentine’s Day 
Memorial Walk.

“She and her daughter, 
they’re going to be here in 
Thunder Bay. I am looking for-
ward to meeting them,” John-
son said. She said that Wolfe 
told her how her family was 
honoured to have Chartrand 
play the part of Sharon, and 
that they “took her on as their 
own family member.”

“They felt really connected to 
her spirit while they were doing 
the show. I guess making the 
documentary; they had to learn 
a little bit about her and what 

she was like. And just going by 
my interview, they felt like they 
got to know her.”

The long-awaited Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women (MMIW) inquiry was 
officially launched in 2016, but 
formal testimony from families 
won’t be heard until the spring 
of this year. Johnson said that 
she recalls talking to someone 
about the inquiry, but is still 
waiting to hear more.

Johnson said that in the 
meantime, even with the diffi-
culty of organizing away from 
home and in such a short time, 
she will continue to organize 
the Valentine’s Day walk, and 
possibly the Full Moon Memory 
Walk as well in September. 

“I’ll go ahead with it and see 
how everything comes together 
with this last minute planning, 
but I’m pretty sure there will 
be lots of help in Thunder Bay. 
There are people who want to 
help, donate, and volunteer 
their time. I am sure it will be 
good again this year,” she said.

The National Inquiry into Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls has launched 
a new website http://www.
mmiwg-ffada.ca/ where families 
will soon be able to register for 
the inquiry.

 Community

submitted by Stephanie Wesley
The 9th annual Valentine’s Day Memorial Walk was held in Thunder 
Bay to honour and raise awareness about MMIW. 
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Elders pass on moccasin making traditions Canadian Rangers save driver in blizzard 
Tyance Anderson 
Special to Wawatay News

In Kasabonika Lake, Ontario 
Works is aiming to create 
more cultural programming to 
maintain traditions. Last week 
in instructor Nellie Semple’s 
home, five Ontario Works cli-
ents gathered around her din-
ing room table to learn about 
moccasin making. Nellie and 
an elder named Irene Semple 
are teaching the clients to make 
their own moccasins and mit-
tens out of leather.

“They want to learn,” said 
Nellie. “And also if they know 
how to make things, they can 
make things for their family, 
or for themselves, or they can 
sell their crafts and make some 
money.”

Nellie was taught by her 
mother and sister to do bead-
ing, moccasins and mitten mak-
ing. Elder Irene was taught by 
Nellie’s mother. She even men-
tioned that they used to make 
dolls with leftover scraps. The 
other way that Irene learned 

was during ladies craft nights 
at other people’s houses. People 
don’t really do that here any-
more but some of the ladies 
present said they might if they 
had time.

Nellie also said that before 
the Internet, people used to 
make their own moose hide but 
now people just order moose or 
deer hides to make their moc-
casins online. Irene knows how 
to make hide, but hunters no 
longer bring it back with them, 
and it isn’t really done in Kasab-
onika anymore.

Nineteen year old Adam 

Anderson was finishing up his 
gauntlet style mittens at the 
workshop.

“I’m doing this to learn, “ 
said Anderson. “So I can pass it 
down to the next generations”

Passing on tradition is why 
Ontario Works offers cultural 
programming says Employment 
Coordinator John Semple.

“It gives them an idea they 
can learn new things, or things 
that we’ve lost,” said Semple. 
“It’s nice to have tradition main-
tained, have our younger gen-
eration keep going with lessons 
passed down.”

Peter Moon
Special to Wawatay News

A Canadian Ranger rescue 
mission is credited with saving 
the life of a woman whose truck 
got stuck in a snow drift on an 
unopened winter road.

The woman left Webequie, 
a small Ojibway community 
540 kilometres north of Thun-
der Bay, late in the evening 
and during a blizzard. She was 
reported to be be emotion-
ally upset when she suddenly 
decided to drive the truck onto 
the closed winter road between 
Webequie and Summer Beaver.

The winter road was in 
poor condition and not offi-
cially open to traffic. Visibility, 
because of the blowing snow, 
was minimal. The temperature 
was -9C with a wind chill of 
-16C . The woman, in her mid-
50s, was only wearing running 
shoes and light, indoor cloth-
ing. She had a health condition 
that was also of concern. 

When she had not been 
seen for several hours her fam-

ily sounded the alarm and 
because there was not a local 
police officer in the commu-
nity at the time a band council-
lor contacted Sergeant Stanley 
Shewaybick, commander of the 
Webequie Canadian Ranger 
patrol.  Sergeant Shewaybick 
contacted the headquarters of 
the 3rd Canadian Ranger Patrol 
Group at Canadian Forces Base 
Borden, near Barrie., who 
alerted the Ontario Provincial 
Police. The OPP, unable to get 
to Webequie because of the 
weather, requested the assis-
tance of the Canadian Army 
and the Rangers in Webequie 
were authorized to begin a 
search. 

Sergeant Shewaybick,, Mas-
ter Corporal Corey Neshinapa-
ise, and Ranger Peter Jacob, set  
out by truck in near white-out 
conditions on the winter road, 
following a trail groomer driven 
by a road crew worker, while 
two  civilian volunteers manned 
an emergency command post in 
Webequie. 

“She was asleep in the truck 

with the engine running to give 
some heat when we found her 
stuck in a snow drift, about 30 
kilometres out on the winter 
road,” Sergeant Shewaybick 
said. “She had no revese gear so 
she couldn’t back up. She still 
had some gas left.”

The Rangers gave the woman 
food and water and returned 
her to Webequie unharmed. 

“The Rangers definitely did 
a good job in very difficult con-
ditions,” said Lieutenant-Col-
onel Matthew Richardson, the 
officer commanding Canadian 
Rangers in Northern Ontario. 
“If the Rangers had not orga-
nized a search and found her 
she would likely have died. 
Once again they responded well 
to a life threatening situation 
and served their community 
in an emergency. They should 
be pretty happy with what they 
did.”

(Sergeant Peter Moon is the 
public affairs ranger for the 3rd 
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group 
at CFB Borden.)

photo submitted by Tyance Anderson.
Elder Irene Semple teaches about making moccasins.


