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Derek Fox elected as NAN Grand Chief
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Grand Chief Derek Fox is looking
forward to his new role after being
elected with 30 votes by chiefs and
proxies on Aug. 11 at Nishnawbe Aski
Nation’s (NAN) virtual 39th Keewaywin Conference. Former Attawapiskat chief Bruce Shisheesh also ran for
grand chief during the election, where
he received 11 votes.
“Now that I am here and I’m successful in my bid to be the grand chief, I
am ready to go,” says Fox, a Bearskin
Lake citizen and lawyer who previously
served as deputy grand chief for two
terms. “There is no time to relax. Our
people need help, we have evacuees
heading home, we have climate change
issues, we’re going to have more forest
fires, more problems next summer —
what are we going to start doing about
that.”
Fox says there were also three big
announcements, including a twoyear extension in funding for Health
Transformation, a continuation of the
Choose Life initiative and $9.6 million
in federal and provincial government
funding for 42 NAN communities to
access Starlink broadband services.
“We still have COVID-19 and our
students want to come out,” Fox says.
“There is a lot of work to do — there’s
no time for me to celebrate, it’s time for
me to get to work.”
Fox says he is “extremely excited”
about working with the new executive
council, which is made up of Deputy
Grand Chiefs Anna Betty Achneepineskum, Bobby Narcisse and Victor H.
Linklater. Achneepineskum and Narcisse were elected in the first round
of voting with 26 votes and 25 votes,
and Linklater was elected in the sec-
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Grand Chief Derek Fox and Deputy Grand Chiefs Anna Betty Achneepineskum, Bobby Narcisse and Victor H. Linklater were
elected on Aug. 11 at Nishnawbe Aski Nation’s virtual 39th Keewaywin Conference.
ond round of voting with 24 votes after
tying with former Fort Albany chief
Andrew Solomon at 22 votes each in
the first round.
Fox notes that Achneepineskum has
experience as a former deputy grand
chief at NAN.
“We have a lot of women out there
that need advocacy and support and
a voice when it comes to the women’s
issues, Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, women’s
rights,” Fox says. “I think it is only fitting that a woman is the voice of those
issues.”
Fox says Narcisse has many years of

experience at NAN, where he was previously the director of social services.
“He is very well experienced, very
well versed in the issues at NAN and
how the office runs,” Fox says. “He has
been at NAN for a long time.”
Fox says Linklater has experience
as a leader for his community, Taykwa
Tagamou, where he was most recently
the deputy chief.
“He’s got a lot of experience in social
services,” Fox says.
“The big thing about all three is they
are extremely committed to the job
and the task and dedicated to the people of NAN, which is what we need.”

Fox says working on the issue of climate change is one of his main goals as
grand chief.
“We need to press the government on what they intend to do about
the change in our environment,” Fox
says. “It will certainly affect our First
Nations of NAN, not just the flooding
or the forest fires or the increased heat
but the weather patterns, the animal
patterns, the hunting. We’ve begun
to see this and it’s only going to get
worse, it’s something that cannot be
reversed. So what can the government
do about next summer — we should
expect that forest fires will continue

and they’ll get worse. We cannot have
our people scattered across the province again. It would be good to have a
plan in place to be ready for that and
not to be scrambling around when that
time comes next summer.”
Fox says other priorities include
making sure that the NAN communities take advantage of the Choose Life
funding and programming.
“We need to finish and continue
the education jurisdiction work — we
are near the end of getting that work
done,” Fox says. “And we also need
to look at the Health Transformation
— that is something we need to keep
moving. We need to sit down and look
at all the portfolios, all the funding
announcements, all the areas of NAN
to see how we can improve them. They
can always be improved.”
Fox says his biggest priority, as he
mentioned in his mandate, is getting to
the communities.
“We know that COVID-19 is still
around but one of my first tasks is to,
in the first 100 days, get to our NAN
First Nations to hear the voice of the
people, to listen to the organizations,”
Fox says. “Their vision is what we need
to get a grasp of and we want to hear
what they have to say about what NAN
should be doing, where they should be
going and so on.”
The Deputy Grand Chief election
also included Deer Lake’s Randall
Crowe, Muskrat Dam’s Joseph Duncan,
Moose Cree’s Lawrence Jefferies and
Aroland’s Howard Meshake.
The official election campaign ran
from June 12-Aug. 9.
The election was livestreamed
and information about the election is
posted at: www.nanelection.ca.

ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᑫᔭᐸᑕᐠ ᑲᐸᐸᓯᓭᐠ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᓂ
ᐊᓄᑭᓇᑲᐣ
ᓴᐧᓫ
ᒣᒣᑫᐧ
ᓄᑯᒥᑫ
ᐅᑭᑲᓄᑕᓇᐸᐣ
ᐁᐱᒋᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᓂᐠ ᓄᑯᒥᑫ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ
ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᑲᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᑭᐸᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ
ᐊᐢᑭ ᒪᒋᐨ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᐣ: ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᒍᓫᐊᔾ
ᐱᓯᑦ 28 ᐅᑭᒥᓇᐣ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐊᐦᑭᐃᐧᑭᒪᐣ
ᑕᐠ ᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑫᔑᐅᓇᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ.
“ᐊᐱ ᑲᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᑭᐸᐣ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᔭᓂᒧᑕᒪᑭᐣ
ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᓂᐠ, ᑭᑕᑲᑫᐧᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ
ᐁᐱᒋ ᑭᒋᔭᓂᒥᓴᐦᐃᑯᔭᐠ ᑲᓴᓴᑭᑌᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᐣᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᑲᒪᒪᒋᔭᒧᐦᐃᑕᐧ,
ᐊᐱ ᐱᑯ ᐁᔑᐱᒥᐊᔭᑭᑕᐃᐧ ᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᑭᐣ
ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ,
ᒥᑕᐡ
ᑲᐅᒋᐃᐧᑕᒪᐣ
ᐁᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᒋᑲᑫᐧᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒣᒣᑫᐧ.
“ᓄᑯᒥᑫ
ᑲᐱᒥᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ
ᓂᑭᐃᔕ
ᓀᐡᑲᑕᑲᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐊᔕ
ᑭᒋᐁᐧᐡᑲᐨ
ᐅᑐᒋᐱᒥᓇᑭᐡᑲᓇᐊᐧ ᐁᑲ ᑲᒥᓇᐧᑲᒥᓂᐠ
ᐅᓂᐱᒥᐊᐧ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᑕᓇᑭᑫᑕᐣ
ᒪᒥᑐᓀᒋᑲᓇᐱᓀᐃᐧᐣ
ᐁᒥᓯᑌᐡᑲᒪᑲᐠ,
ᓂᓯᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ ᑭᒋᒪᒋᓴᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐣ, ᒥᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ

ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᒥᓇᓂᐠ ᑲᐱᒥᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ.”
ᒣᒣᑫᐧ ᒥᓇ ᐅᑭᐃᐧᑕᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᒪ ᑲᔦ ᐁᔑᔭᓂᒥᓭᐊᐧᐨ ᐅᑲᐯᔑᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᒥᔑᓄᐡᑭᓀᐊᐧᐨ ᐃᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᑲᑲᐯᔑᐊᐧᐨ.”
“ᒥᑕᐡ
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᒪᔭᑦ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᒋᔭᓂᒧᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᐱ
ᑲᐃᐧᑲᓄᑕᒪᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑫᑭᔭᓂᔑ
ᐅᓇᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᑫᓂᓇᓄᑭᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ,” ᐃᑭᑐ
ᒣᒣᑫᐧ. “ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑕᐡ ᒋᐃᐧᑕᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧᐸᐣ
ᐊᓂᐣ
ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᓂᒥᑯᔭᐠ
ᐊᐁᐧᓀᓂᐃᐧᔭᐠ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᑭᑫᑕᓯᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᐣᑎ
ᑲᑭᐱᐅᒋᔭᐠ, ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᓂᓯᑕᐁᐧᑕᓯᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᐣ
ᒪᔭᑦ ᐁᔑᓇᓇᑭᐡᑲᒪᑭᐣ ᑭᑎᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ.”
ᒣᒣᑫᐧ
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐅᑕᑭᑲᐡᑭᑐᓇᐊᐧ ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᒋᑭᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᑲᐸᐸᓯᓭᐠ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ,
ᑫᐃᔑᒥᓄᓭᓂᐠ ᒋᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ, ᐊᓂᐡ
ᑭᑭᑫᑕᒥᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᑲᐃᔑᑲᑭᑫᑕᒪᐠ ᑫᑐᑕᒪᐠ.”
“ᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᓯᐃᐧᐣ ᐃᒪ ᐅᒋᒪᑲᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑫᒋᓇᐨ
ᒋᐅᒋᓇᓇᑲᑕᐧᐁᑕᑯᓯᐨ
ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᐸᒥᓯᐨ ᐁᐧᑎ ᑭᐁᐧᑎᓄᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᒣᒣᑫᐧ.
ᒣᒣᑫᐧ ᒥᓇ ᑭᔭᓂᑭᑐ ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒋᑕᑲᐧᐠ
ᑫᒥᓄᓭᐠ ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ, ᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒋᐅᓇᑐᐊᐧᐨ ᑲᓴᑭᑌᓂᐠ ᑲᒪᔭᒋᔭᒧᐦᐃᑕᐧ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᐸᐸᓯᓭ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ.

“ᑭᑕᑲᐡᑭᑐᒥᐣ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ ᒋᑐᑕᒪᓱᔭᐠ,
ᒥᐱᑯ ᐁᑕ ᐅᑭᒪᐠ ᑫᑭᑐᒋᑫᑕᒪᑯᔭᑭᐸᐣ
ᒋᐅᒋᑕᒪᑯᔭᑭᐸᐣ
ᑫᑯᓇᐣ
ᑫᑭᐅᒋᐊᓄᑭᑕᒪᓱᐧᐊᑫᔭᑭᐸᐣ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ
ᒣᒣᑫᐧ. “ᐣᑎᓀᑕᐣ ᑲᑎᐱᓇᐁᐧ ᐱᒧᓂᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ
ᑲᐧᔭᐠ
ᐁᑭᐱᓇᑯᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐱᐃᓇᓄᑲᑕᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᑎᐟ ᐃᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᐱᐊᐧᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᒋᐱᒧᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᑭᐱᔭᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ,
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᐃᓯᓭᐸᐣ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐠ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᓇᐣᑕ
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒋᑭᑕᐃᐧᓇᒪᐊᐧᑭᑕᐧᐸᐣ ᒋᑭᔭᓂ ᐱᒧᑕᒪᓱᐧᐊᐸᐣ.”
ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᐅᑭᐸᑭᑎᓇᐣ ᐅᐁᐧᓂ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂ,
ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᒪ ᑭᔑᐸᑭᑎᓂᑲᑌ ᒪᒪᑕᐊᐧᐱᑯᐠ
ᒋᐅᒋᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ:
indd.adobe.com/
view/3770b10c-3cdd-4284-9950bd9a59272301,ᑲᑭᒥᓇᑲᓂᐃᐧᐨ ᐸᐧᕑᐟ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᒍᓫᐊᔾ ᐱᓯᑦ 28 ᑲᑭ ᑭᐅᑌᐸᐣ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ
ᐅᑌᓇᐠ.
“ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᐱᑯ ᐊᓂᐊᓂᒥᓭᐊᐧᐣ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧ
ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧ
ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᑲᔭᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ.
“ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐅᑭᒪ ᑲᐃᔑᐱᒧᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᓂᐠ, ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᑭᓇᐃᐧᐟ
ᐱᑯ ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ ᑕᑭᑲᐧᔭᒋᒋᑲᑌᐸᓂᐣ

ᑫᑭᐅᒋᑲᐡᑭᑕᒪᓱᒪᑲᑭᐸᓂᐣ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓱᒪᑲᑭᐣ
(ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᓂᒥᐊᐧ).
ᐁᑲᐧ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᑭᐅᓇᓯᓇᐦᐊᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᑕᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᐅᑭᒪ
ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌ ᒥᓇ ᑭ ᑭᑭᓇᐊᐧᑕᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌ
ᐅᑭᒪ
ᑫᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᑭᐸᐣ.
ᒥᐦᐅᐁᐧ
ᑫᒪᐡᑲᐃᐧᑲᐸᐃᐧᒪᑲᐠ
ᑫᑭᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑫᑭᒥᓄᓭᐠ ᒋᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᐱ
ᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧ ᐃᓯᓭᐃᐧ ᐱᒧᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ.
ᐊᐱ ᐊᓂᐱᒥᐊᓄᑲᑌᐠ ᐅᐁᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᐣ,
ᑭᒋᓀᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᑲᓇᑕ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐣ ᑲᐅᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑫᑕᒪᑫᐨ
ᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧ ᐊᔓᑕᒪᑫᐃᐧ ᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᐁᐧᐃᐧᓂᐠ
ᒋᐃᐧᐣᑕᑭᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᑲᐃᔑᓇᐦᐃᓭᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ ᑲᓄᑌᓭᑭᐣ ᒥᓇ ᐱᑯ ᒋᐅᑕᐱᓇᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᐃᐧᐣᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᑭᐅᒋᒥᓄᐡᑲᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑫᐃᔑᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᐱᒪᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᑫᓄᒋᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᐊᐧᐨ ᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐠ.”
ᐅᒪ ᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᑭᐊᔑᑕᓯᓇᐦᐃᑲᑌᐊᐧᐣ
20 ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐊᔑᐨ
ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ: ᒋᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒋᐸᔭᑌᓇᑲᐧᓂᐠ
ᐊᓂᐣ ᒪᔭᑦ ᐁᓇᓄᑭᑕᒪᑫᐨ ᑲᓇᑕ ᒥᓇ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᐅᑭᒪᐠ, ᒥᓇ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᒪ ᐃᓀᑫ ᓂᐦᓴᐧᔦᐠ ᒪᒪᐤ ᓇᑯᒥᑐᐃᐧᓇᐣ;
ᒋᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᐁᑲ
ᒪᔭᑦ
ᒋᓇᑌᐠ

ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ ᒥᓇ ᑲᑭᒋᐃᔑᐁᐧᐸᐠ, ᐃᐁᐧ
ᐃᐧᐣ
ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᑲᐅᓇᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᒪᒋᔭᒧᐦᐃᐁᐧᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ ᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᒋᔑᐁᐧᐸᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑲᑭᔭᐱᒋᐱᑯᓂᑫᒪᑲᐠ;
ᒥᓇ ᒋᑎᐸᐸᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑲᑭᔭᐱᒋᐱᑯᓂᑫᒪᑲᐠ
ᐸᐯᔑᐠ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ ᐊᓂᐣ ᑫᑭᐊᐱᒋᑲᐡᑭᐦᐅᒪᑲᐠ
ᒋᑭᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓱᒪᑲᐠ ᐃᐁᐧ ᐯᔑᐠ ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ ᑲᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᑲᐧᑭᐣ ᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ:
ᒋᓂᑲᑌᓂᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᑭᐱᔑᐱᒥ
ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑲᑭᐱᓯᓭᐦᐃᐁᐧᒪᑲᑭᐣ
ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᑫᐅᒋᒪᒋᓭᐦᐃᑯᐊᐧᐨ ᓇᐣᑕ
ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐸᑫᐧᓇᒪᐃᐧᑕᐧ ᔓᓂᔭᐣ ᒋᔑᔭᐸᒋᐦᐊᐊᐧᐨ
ᑫᑯᐣ
ᑲᐅᒋᐸᐸᓯᓭᐊᐧᐨ;
ᒋᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᐠ
ᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᑫᑭᐊᐸᒋᑐᐊᐧᐨ
ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐱ ᓇᑭᐡᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧᓂ;
ᑫᒋᓇᐨ ᑲᑭᓇ ᑲᑭᔑᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐃᐧ
ᐅᓇᒋᑫᐃᐧ ᐊᓄᑭᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᒋᔑᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᓂᑲᐣ
ᑲᑭᔑᐅᓇᒋᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒋᔑᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐃᑲᑌᑭᐣ; ᒥᓇ ᒋᐅᓇᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ
ᑫᔭᐸᑕᑭᐣ ᐊᐱ ᐁᐧᑎ ᓄᐱᒪᑲᒥᐠ ᑫᑯᐣ
ᐅᒋ ᐸᐸᓯᓭᐠ ᑲᐃᔑᐊᔭᑭᐣ ᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ
ᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓇᐣ ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ.
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Alvin Fiddler gives last address at Keewaywin Conference
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Former Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler highlighted upcoming
and continuing initiatives for
Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN)
and the difficulties over the past
year during his last address at
the virtual 39th Keewaywin
Conference.
“I just want to start off by
acknowledging all our communities across Nishnawbe Aski
Nation, the leadership, all those
that have been in the frontlines
during this last year-and-a-half
protecting our citizens, our
communities from this deadly
virus, this pandemic that we’ve
been in for the last year-and-ahalf and how difficult that has
been, how hard it has been for
so many of us, especially our
children,” Fiddler says on the
first day of the Aug. 10-12 gathering. “So I acknowledge and
commend the leadership that
has been shown by our chiefs,
councils, pandemic teams, pandemic leads in all our communities. Meegwetch for all the work
you’ve done.”
Fiddler says the NAN Health
Transformation process will
continue for a further two years
after the federal government
announced $17.8 million in
funding on Aug. 5.
“The work around Health
Transformation has continued
with this pandemic because we
know how important this is,”
Fiddler says. “What this pandemic has shown is the gaps
that were there before, and we
knew they were there. This pandemic has in a very glaring way
shown those gaps and how they
continue to play a role in terms
of how we are able to access
health supports for ourselves
and for our families. So that is
why the need to continue this
very important work needs to
happen.”
Pam Damoff, parliamentary
secretary to the minister of
Indigenous Services Canada,
says the funding prioritizes First
Nations ownership and control
over the design and delivery of
health services.

“The system that Nishnawbe
Aski Nation is developing will
ensure that the voices of all
community citizens are heard
and their health needs are met
in a responsive, effective and
culturally safe manner,” Damoff
says.
Fiddler says the Choose Life
initiative, which has been transforming young lives across NAN
territory, will also be continuing.
“In fact, we want to build on
Choose Life,” Fiddler says. “We
want to be able to build Choose
Life community hubs in our
communities so that our children can have a place to go, a
safe space for them 24/7.”
Fiddler says a proposal for
NAN communities to access the
Starlink broadband service has
been approved as a joint initiative between the federal and
provincial governments.
“The total amount will be
$9.6 million and 42 of our communities will be able to access
these units,” Fiddler says. “The
first year of this initiative will
be paid for by Ontario and Canada.”
Fiddler also noted during his
address that residential school
survivors and others have had a
“very difficult few months” due
to the discovery of the remains
of 215 children at a former residential school in Kamloops B.C.
“I’m sure you remember
where you were when you first
heard the news out of Kamloops B.C. at the end of May,”
Fiddler says. “And just the grief,
the sorrow, the pain that we all
felt and still feel to this day. So
I just want to acknowledge and
lift up all of our survivors from
across NAN.”
Fiddler says he had the
opportunity to go to Kamloops about a month ago when
the report on the initial work
that was done on the site was
released.
“We need to carry on the
work right across our territories to find all of our children
— that’s the work that needs
to happen and that will happen
moving forward,” Fiddler says.
“I also just want to acknowl-

screenshot

Former Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler stressed the importance of some of the upcoming and continuing initiatives at Nishnawbe Aski Nation during
his last address on Aug. 10 at the virtual 39th Keewaywin Conference.
edge while this is happening
that some of the survivors of
these residential schools are
still being forced to go to court
and that Canada is still fighting
them while they are trying to
find justice for themselves and
their families, specifically with
the survivors of St. Anne’s, so
I acknowledge those survivors
and their families and the commitment we have from NAN
that we will do everything we
can to continue to support you
and be there with you as you
go through these legal proceedings.”
Fiddler also acknowledged
the many forest fire evacuees
from NAN communities that
have been forced to flee their
homes to communities across
the province.

“We know that even as we
head into August that the danger these fires pose to our communities will not go away at
any time soon because of how
dry it is out there in our territories and the lack of rain and
the overall changes we are seeing of climate change and how
that will continue to impact all
our communities,” Fiddler says.
“So I acknowledge the leadership from those communities
and the people there. Again,
we will do everything we can
to support you while you are
displaced from your communities, that we will do everything
we can to make sure you have
wraparound supports you need
to stay safe and to stay well
wherever you are along with
your children.”

Fiddler says NAN was able to
quickly put a team of experts in
place to lead the COVID-19 pandemic response due to NAN’s
strong financial position.
“I also want to say Meegwetch to everyone that has
helped us in this work, including our Elders,” Fiddler says. “I
acknowledge all the supports
we’ve been given and also just
to celebrate the things we’ve
been able to do despite the pandemic.”
Fiddler says NAN went to
work right away after discussions about the vaccines began
last fall and the approvals were
given for the vaccines to plan
how the vaccines would be
rolled out across NAN territory.
“We knew how vulnerable
our people are and the impor-

tance of getting this vaccine to
them as quickly as possible,”
Fiddler says, noting that vaccinations have since been done
for adults and the 12-17 age
group. “We are waiting for the
approval, which we hope will
happen soon, to vaccinate the
zero-12 age group.”
Fiddler adds that the NAN
Hope tele-psychiatry telemedicine mental health supports
were launched last summer for
children and youth.
“And we’ve been clear with
Canada, with Ontario that this
support, this service needs to
remain in place long after this
pandemic has been declared
over,” Fiddler says.
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NAN presents emergency management plan
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol
Mamakwa recently stressed the
importance of former Grand
Chief Alvin Fiddler’s presentation of Nishnawbe Aski Nation’s
Final Report: Emergency Management for First Nations in
Ontario to Premier Doug Ford
on July 28.
“When we talk about emergencies and when we talk about
crises in our communities, you
have to understand that this
forest fire crisis that we are in,
(with) people getting evacuated, we are in a crisis within a
crisis within a crisis, and I think
it is important to understand
that,” Mamakwa says. “I was
in Neskantaga just a few days
before that and they’ve been
under a water crisis for a long
time, and you also know even
the mental crisis, the suicide
crisis, that our people are in.”
Mamakwa adds that First
Nations are also suffering from
a housing crisis with “such overcrowding.”
“I think that is very key when
we talk about First Nationsspecific management concepts,”
Mamakwa says. “I think it is
really important that is presented to them because they
don’t understand who we are,
they don’t understand where
we come from, they don’t
understand our issues.”
Mamakwa says First Nations
can manage their own emergency management system in

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Kiiwetinoong MPP Sol Mamakwa called for a First Nations-led plan for forest fire evacuations and other emergencies after former Grand Chief
Alvin Fiddler presented Nishnawbe Aski Nation’s Final Report: Emergency Management for First Nations in Ontario to Premier Doug Ford on
July 28.
“a better way that is more needs
based, that is more based on
our way of life and the things
that we do.”
“It’s about empowerment
and to make sure there is equal
consideration on everyone
that is involved in the north,”
Mamakwa says.
Mamakwa adds that it is
important to have a “better
plan, a First Nations-led plan”
for forest fire evacuations or
other emergencies.

“We can do it ourselves — we
just need the governments to be
able to provide the resources to
be able to do that,” Mamakwa
says. “I think Independent First
Nations Alliance has done a
great job in taking over some
of the emergency management
of the crises for their communities, and we need to be able
to allow other First Nations or
First Nation organizations to be
able to step up and have these
same opportunities to take
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over.”
Fiddler
presented
the
report, which is posted
online at: indd.adobe.com/
view/3770b10c-3cdd-42849950-bd9a59272301, to Ford
during his July 28 visit to Thunder Bay.
“The issues around emergency management are becoming more critical for First
Nations communities,” Fiddler
says. “Ontario’s approach is failing, and our communities must

have the capacity to manage on
their own and be empowered to
look after their (citizens). The
emergency management concept we have presented outlines
this and is the direction the
province should be heading in.
This is the foundation for action
towards a holistic and successful approach to emergency
management. As we advance
this work, it is vital that our federal and provincial Treaty partners acknowledge the identified

issues and gaps and accept the
recommendations to develop a
successful and culturally appropriate service delivery model
that supports and empowers
First Nations communities.”
The report provides 20 recommendations
including:
establish clear roles for the
federal and provincial governments, and First Nations
through tripartite agreements; maintain the distinction between an emergency
and disaster, where an emergency focuses on institutional
response and a disaster focuses
on the degree of harm; and
scale the definition of disaster
to each individual First Nation,
focusing on each First Nation’s
ability to cope as a benchmark.
Other
recommendations
include: eliminate the distinction between social emergencies and other types of emergency hazards or provide
dedicated funding for social
emergencies; create a mechanism to empower emergency
declarations by First Nations;
ensure that all pillars of emergency management are conceptualized as a disaster cycle with
all pillars given equal consideration, and contribute resources
to pre-disaster pillars; and
develop remoteness indices/
indicators specific to emergency
management and apply the
remoteness indices/indicators
to First Nations in Ontario.
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Mushkegowuk Council sign agreement on national
marine project
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ᓂᐢᑕᑦ ᑲᑭᒪᑕᓄᑲᑌᐠ 1974 ᐁᐅᒋᐊᓄᑲᑌᑭᐣ ᑭᐧᐁᑎᓄᐠ
ᐅᐣᑌᕑᐃᔪ ᑕᐃᑦᔑᑫᐧᐃᓇᐣ. ᑕᓱᓂᔓᐱᒥᑯᓇᑲ ᐅᔑᒋᑲᑌ ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ
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Commentary

To Celebrate
And Pause To
Remember
Xavier
Kataquapit
UNDER THE
NORTHERN SKY

L

ife is strange and very
weird these days during
the pandemic. We have
had to deal with so much difficult news recently, yet happily
wonderful happenings still
occur here and there that raise
our spirits and give us hope for
the future.
My good news comes
with the birth of Nabayshish
Emmette Wesley who arrived in
this world July 21. He arrived
with gifts of a tiny pair of
moccasins made by his grandmother Janie Wesley who is my
sister.
This is one lucky little boy as
he will be cared for and guided
through his life by his mother,
my niece Brianna Wesley, my
sister Janie and her husband
Brian. Indeed he will have a
very large family backing him
and supporting him throughout
his life.
Our new baby is aptly named
as Nabayshish which is the
James Bay Cree word for ‘boy’.
This is a common name in the
north and one that Brian’s
grandmother preferred for her
grandson as she spoke only the
Cree language. Thanks to all
who assisted Brianna through
her birth and once Nabayshish
joined our family.
With the happy news of the
birth of Nabayshish I am also
reminded of the yin and yang of
life as one of my elderly friends
Judd Zadow passed away
recently.
When I first came south to
live and work as a writer Judd
and his wife Betty were one of
the first group of people I met
who welcomed me into their
circle.
I was lucky to have enjoyed
time with him and Rita and
Everett Elliott of Iroquois Falls
as we sang Christmas carols
around the piano. Even though
they were from my circle of
non-Native friends, I con-sidered them my Elders on my life
journey. Judd was an amazing
spinner of yarns and had a very
quiet and kind way about him. I
will miss him.
The birth and also passing of
people has such huge ramifications. On one hand with birth it
is the start of a life full of hope
and joy.
With death it is the passing of
someone who has experienced
life, de-veloped skills, touched
others on the journey and just

when wisdom was achieved
that chapter ends.
Living and surviving in this
world today has its challenges.
Things don’t look all that rosy
when you consider that we are
dealing with critical climate
change that is threatening life
as we know it on our mother
earth.
This pandemic reminds us
that life is fragile and that we
are at the mercy of nature. We
can’t forget that we live in a
world where powerful competing countries threaten each
other with stocks of nu-clear
weapons that are sufficient to
destroy the world many times
over.
With the birth of Nabayshish
we are looking towards a future
with hope.
Perhaps he will play a role in
making this world a little better,
more safe and more just. We
can be thankful for people like
Judd and so many of our elders
who are passing now for their
efforts in making our world
more kind, more open and
more safe.
We the living are like voyeurs
watching and witnessing the
magical ebb and flow of life and
death. Nothing stays the same
for long. We seem to be at such
a crossroads in history once
again. There are right wing fascist movements sprouting up all
over our world and that is scary.
This is driven by powerful,
wealthy groups that are not at
all interested in any type of true
democracy. They are not in-terested in the sharing of wealth
and benefiting the people of
this planet.
I am excited that new births
like Nabayshish will have the
opportunity to work with many
to move our civilization in a
good direction and with the
powerful foundation of our
indigenous ancestors.
I am thankful for the good
life lived by my friend Judd who
in his way and in his time contributed to a better world in his
corner of the planet.
It is up to us to make sure
Nabayshish gets all the support
he needs to make a difference
in his home of Attawapiskat, his
province of Ontario, his country
of Canada and his world we call
Mother Earth.
It is also up to us to remember good people like Judd and
so many more that have gone
before us in blazing a trail of
goodness and hope.
The world will always be
a troubled place but hope is
always renewed in the memory
of people like Judd and the
birth of bright new spirits like
Nabayshish.
www.underthenorthernsky.com
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Mushkegowuk Council and Parks Canada have signed a memorandum of understanding regarding a proposed National Marine
Conservation Area (NMCA). The signing of the MOU has launched a three-year feasibility study in the western James Bay and southwestern Hudson Bay region.

Weather contrasts between West and East
Graham
Saunders
WEATHER

J

uly began with temperatures much warmer than
seasonal across Northern
Ontario. Afternoon highs of 29°
C and warmer were common in
the Northwest and occasional
in the Northeast. After the first
week of July temperatures
above average persisted in
the Northwest but declined to
cooler than seasonal in the East.
In the western parts of Northern Ontario July was about 2°
C warmer than average but 2°
C cooler than average in the
Northeast,
Ogoki Post, with 36.9° C
recorded the highest temperature in Northern Ontario
in July. This and many daily
records were broken in the
Northwest on July 3. This
record heat was soon followed
by a brief cold spell. The most
contrast with heat and cold
was in Armstrong with 35.1° C
on July 3, followed by -0.2° C
on July 7. Yes, frost is possible
in July. Peawanuck recorded
-2.1° C on the same chilly morning.
Precipitation amounts in July
varied across Northern Ontario.
Most of the Northwest was drier
than average which fuelled an
already critical wildfire situ-

ation. The Thunder Bay area
received less than 20 percent
of normal values. In contrast,
areas from Sault Ste. Marie to
Sudbury received much more
rainfall and normal. Manitoulin Island recorded more than
double their average July precipitation.
I point out occasionally in
this column how similar the
weather can be in this vast
region of Northern Ontario.
As readers likely know, our
“geography” could cover much
of Northern Europe. Similar
weather in some ways it is not a
big surprise because the global
wind system know as the “Westerlies” moves weather systems
routinely from west to east.
Occasionally an intense
low pressure frontal complex
will track from near Kenora to
around Timmins. A corridor of
one thousand kilometres could
experience intense thunderstorms and heavy showers.
However, this summer continues to present an exception
to the above paragraph.
The Wildfire and Smoke
Situation
Spring forest fires in the
boreal forest that spans the
region are not unusual. The
timing and intensity of spring
fires is a function of the timing
of snow melt but more important is what follows. A couple
of dry weeks in April or May,
especially with warmer than
seasonal temperatures, sets up
fire potential in spite of previous snow on the ground.
Ontario experienced previews of this remarkable wild-

fire season. Long-range transport of smoke was occasionally
visible in early May, likely from
fires in California and/or British
Columbia. This smoke resulted
in occasional skies with a milky
appearance but, probably, not a
smell of smoke at ground level.
Serious fire activity began in
May in western Canada and
by mid-May several large fires
were burning in central and
Northern Manitoba, then in
Northwestern Ontario. A few
of these fires are still burning
or being observed. In mid-June
there were more than 100
active fires at the same time and
these numbers have persisted
into August.
Last month this column
talked about the term “Heat
dome”. It is easy to visualize an
inverted bowl. The air within
the dome is a high-pressure
blocking feature that tends to
persist. This somewhat trapped
air descends and compresses
and warms temperatures at
ground level. As well, the
smoke from a burning forest
fire rises because of the heat
fire but cannot rise above the
dome.
Smoke becomes suspended
two or three kilometres aloft
but descending air can bring
it down to the surface. The
distance varies – from a short
distance to hundreds or even
thousands of kilometres.
Exceptional aspects of this
event have been the spatial
extent of the heat and smoke
and the duration.
A glance at a maps of forest
fires in Northern Ontario shows

a divide between west and east.
Most of the forest fires from
May to now have been in the
Northwest, from Manitoba to
around Lake Nipigon. Several
factors help to explain this westeast divide. Reduced rainfall
has been much more persistent
in the Northwest and both June
and July were warmer. And the
“dome” image helps to connect
all of the above.
The position of the dome
has changed occasionally but
mainly it has re-established
over the west.
By mid-August more than
1000 wildfire fires had occurred
in Northern Ontario, with more
than 70,000 hectares of forest
had burned. Most of the fire
activity, more than 95 percent,
has taken place in the Northwest.
Smoke and occasional close
proximity from ongoing forest
fires has forced evacuation of
residents from First nation and
other communities. The numbers change from week to week
but are likely to increase if significant rain does not occur.

Outlook for August
Early August featured a
warm start and some scattered
showers in the Northwest and
somewhat cool with occasional
showers in the Northeast.
Slightly above normal temperatures are predicted for
all of Northern Ontario. A
continuation of below-normal
precipitation in western areas is
expected, with near-normal in
eastern areas.
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Politics

Neskantaga reaches settlement on safe drinking water
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Neskantaga, Curve Lake,
Tataskweyak Cree Nation
and the federal government
announced an Agreement in
Principle on July 30 to resolve
national class action litigation
related to safe drinking water in
First Nations communities.
“The community is one of
the plaintiffs on the class action
that was launched against
Canada, so the community has
entered into the Agreement in
Principle phase of the process,”
says Neskantaga Chief Wayne
Moonias. “Definitely there’s
some work to do still — I think
this is a step though towards
addressing some of the issues
that we’ve been talking (about)
for over a quarter of a century.
Neskantaga is on its 27th year
of boil-water advisory, and
within that has been a lot of
issues. We’ve lost loved ones,
we’ve lost lives to suicide, our
people are still experiencing a
lot of hurt and pain as a result
of the exposure to the unsafe
water that is going into our
homes.”
Moonias says the community
feels frustrated about not being
able to have clean drinking
water for such a long time.
“People are still scared of
the water that comes out of our
taps, the water that is in the system,” Moonias says. “We know
that the water plant upgrade
is still incomplete, and it is still
unable to provide the clean
drinking water into our homes.”
Moonias says there are “a lot
of stories of pain and sorrow” as

a result of the boil-water advisories in Neskantaga, including
a 24-year-old mother of two
children who suffers daily pain
from rashes and sores due to
being exposed to the water.
“It’s just heart wrenching to
hear those kind of stories that
we have in the community —
we’ve lost loved ones because
people were trying to get clean
safe drinking water,” Moonias
says. “This particular issue has
had a very traumatic effect on
our community. Neskantaga is
not celebrating because of the
fact that we know what’s going
on, we see it first hand in our
community right now what’s
going on if we don’t have clean
safe drinking water, we know
how it impacts the people, we
know how it impacts our young
ones.”
The Agreement in Principle
includes $1.5 billion in compensation for individuals deprived
of clean drinking water; creation of a $400 million First
Nation Economic and Cultural
Restoration Fund; and renewed
commitment to Canada’s Action
Plan for the lifting of all longterm drinking water advisories.
It also includes the creation of
a First Nations Advisory Committee on Safe Drinking Water;
support for First Nations to
develop their own safe drinking
water by-laws and initiatives;
commitment of at least $6 billion to support reliable access to
safe drinking water on reserve;
and planned modernization of
Canada’s First Nations drinking
water legislation.
“I strongly believe in resolving important matters like

A GUIDE
TO GREEN
JOBS IN
CANADA

VOICES OF
INDIGENOUS
PROFESSIONALS

this through open dialogue
grounded in the principles of
co- operation, partnership and
transparency,” says Marc Miller
minister of Indigenous Services Canada. “We are proud
to have worked in partnership
with Tataskweyak Cree Nation,
Curve Lake First Nation and
Neskantaga First Nation to
establish an Agreement in Principle that lays the groundwork
for long-term sustainable solutions to ensure access to clean
water on reserves now and in
the future. The safety of community citizens is our top priority and we will continue to
work together to ensure that
their water is clean and safe to
drink.”
Harry LaForme, senior counsel, Olthuis Kleer Townshend
LLP, counsel to Tataskweyak
Cree Nation, Curve Lake and
Neskantaga, says he could not
drink water from the tap when
he was growing up in his community of Mississaugas of the
Credit First Nation.
“I know most Canadians
agree that it is intolerable to see
so many First Nations still living with this reality,” Laforme
says. “Today’s announcement
may not be the beginning of
the process of reconciliation,
but it is certainly a major step
along this journey that we pursue together. I am honoured
and humbled to have a say in
this critical issue as we work
with our negotiation partners,
the Government of Canada, to
ensure First Nations are finally
able to have the same right to
clean water in their homes as
any Canadian.”

submitted photo

Neskantaga Chief Wayne Moonias says his community is not celebrating the July 30 announcement of an
Agreement in Principle on July 30 to resolve national class action litigation related to safe drinking water
in First Nations communities because they are still witnessing the effects of a 27-year boil-water advisory.
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Brody Meekis case to see civil action suit Grassy Narrows to receive $68.9 million
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Former Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler recently welcomed a
court ruling that allows a civil
action to proceed against the
Ontario coroner’s system over
failing to investigate the death
of four-year-old Brody Meekis
in 2014. Meekis died of complications from strep throat, a
common bacterial infection that
is treatable with antibiotics, in
Sandy Lake.
“The death of Brody Meekis was a tragedy, and the failure of the coroner’s system to
investigate sent a terrible message that Indigenous lives do
not matter and are not valued
the same as non-Indigenous
peoples,” Fiddler says in a July
26 press release. “This judgment is significant as it upholds
the duty of Ontario’s coroners
to investigate the deaths of all
children without any discrimination. This case makes serious
allegations, and I am pleased
that the court agrees that they
should be heard in full, and that
the law must hold public officials accountable.”
The decision by Court of
Appeal for Ontario Justices
L. Sossin, R.G. Juriansz and
K. van Rensburg is posted
online
at:
www.ontariocourts.ca/decisions/2021/
2021ONCA0534.pdf.
“Following an allegedly
flawed coronial investigation
into Brody’s death, the issue
in this appeal is whether the
family of Brody Meekis may
proceed with an action for

damages, either in tort law
against individual coroners, or
under the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms against
the province of Ontario,” the
Justices state in the Overview
of the decision. “The respondent Dr. Wojciech Aniol was the
coroner assigned to investigate
Brody’s death pursuant to the
Coroners Act. Dr. Aniol did not
attend in person at Sandy Lake
First Nation during his investigation. He ultimately declined
to recommend an inquest into
Brody’s death.”
The other respondents were
Dr. Dirk Huyer, Chief Coroner
for Ontario, and Dr. Michael
Wilson, Regional Supervising
Coroner (North Region), who
were responsible for supervising Aniol’s investigation and
otherwise administering the
Coroners Act in Sandy Lake at
the time of Brody’s death, and
Ontario, through the Ministry
of Community Safety and Correctional Services (now called
the Ministry of the Solicitor
General), which was responsible for provincial coronial
services offered by the Office of
the Chief Coroner for Ontario
(OCCO) under the Coroners Act
at all relevant times.
The appellants, Brody’s parents, grandparents and siblings
who are all residents of Sandy
Lake and have status pursuant
to the Indian Act, R.S.C. 1985,
c. I-5, brought a civil claim
against the respondents in 2016
concerning the OCCO’s investigation into Brody’s death.
The appellants claim made
the following core allegations,

as stated in the decision: “the
nature of Dr. Aniol’s investigation and his decision not to recommend an inquest, in light of
known harms arising from the
long-standing pattern of inadequate and discriminatory coronial investigations into child
deaths on reserve, constituted
misfeasance in public office;
Drs. Huyer and Wilson were
negligent in their supervision
of Dr. Aniol’s investigation; and
Ontario is responsible in law for
the coroners’ conduct, which
amounted to discrimination on
the basis of race, ethnic origin,
and/or on-reserve residency
contrary to s. 15 of the Charter.”
The conclusion of the decision states: “For reasons above,
in my view the motion judge
erred in striking the claims for
misfeasance in public office and
breach of s. 15 of the Charter,
which if proven may give rise to
a Charter damages claim. However, I would not disturb the
motion judge’s decision to strike
the claim for negligent supervision without leave to amend.
This renders moot the appellants’ related grounds of appeal
regarding the good faith immunity clause and Crown vicarious
liability. Accordingly, I would
allow the appeal in part and
set aside para. 1 of the motion
judge’s order insofar as it strikes
the claims in misfeasance in
public office and breach of s.
15(1) of the Charter, without
leave to amend. I would dismiss
the appeal in all other respects.
The parties have agreed on
costs.”

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

A s u b p e e s c h o s e ewa g o n g
Netum Anishinabek (ANA)
is looking forward to having
health care services in the community for citizens living with
methylmercury poisoning after
signing an amendment to the
Mercury Care Home Framework Agreement.
“It’s a big step forward in getting that mercury justice,” says
ANA (Grassy Narrows) Chief
Randy Fobister. “It is a big milestone for the community after
all the years of working on this
file, the damage that has been
caused to our (citizens). It’s
been decades and decades of
work and we’re finally reaching
to this point where it’s finally
going to happen for our people
to get the health care that’s
needed, for the mercury sufferers that need the specialized
health care. So it’s very great
news for us.”
Indigenous Services Canada
(ISC) Minister Marc Miller
signed the the amendment,
which includes a commitment
of $68.9 million to fund the
operations, maintenance and
specialized service delivery for
the mercury care home, during
a July 26 visit to ANA. Canada
and ANA signed the Mercury
Care Home Framework Agreement, which commits the federal government to providing
$19.5 million for the detailed
design and construction of the
mercury care home, in 2020.
“I am honoured to have had
the opportunity to meet with
Chief Randy Fobister in Asubpeeschoseewagong Netum
Anishinabek to reinforce the
A DVO CACY

Show us around! Health Transformation
wants to see your community
Lake – Include name
River – Include name
School – Include name
Family Picture
Community Sign
Arena/Outdoor Rink
Community Gathering Places
Nursing Station

RULES:

·

commitments that Canada has
made to the community and its
leadership; acknowledge the
recommendations of its Community Health Assessment
Report; support the construction, operation, maintenance
and specialized service delivery of a mercury care home;
and ensure that the immediate
and long-term health needs of
the community are met,” Miller
says.
Fobister says research
shows that many ANA citizens
from different age groups are
affected by the mercury contamination of the English-Wabigoon River system, which discovered in 1970.
“Even newborns, they have
deformities when they’re born,”
Fobister says. “So it’s starting to
show the devastating damage it
has done to our (citizens).”
Fobister says the groundwork
and testing still needs to be
done for the mercury home site.
“They already did the clearing,” Fobister says. “But the
actual shovel in the ground
could be in 2024. The estimated
time is about two years of construction, but we do already
have our technical group setting up the staffing part of it.
We already have a director for
that mercury home, so she’s
busy getting ready so once the
ribbon is cut then the staff can
start moving in there to set up
the offices to kickstart the first
year of operations.”
Fobister says ANA citizens
will no longer have to travel to
Kenora to get specialized services and physiotherapy once
the mercury care home is built.
“They will do the tests there
and they will do the treat-
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ments,” Fobister says. “Everything will take place in that
mercury care home.”
Fobister says the community
appreciates the public support
it has received from across the
country about the impacts of
the mercury contamination of
the English-Wabigoon River system.
“That’s what pushes the government of the day to get action
going on the injustices that’s
been happening,” Fobister says.
“There is no cure.”
Miller also met with Wabaseemoong Independent Nations
(WIN) Chief Waylon Scott on
July 26 to reaffirm the federal
government’s commitment to
support the construction and
operation of a Mercury Wellness Centre and to discuss progress on creating a seamless system of primary health care for
residents. Miller also shared the
approval of federal funding for
two priority water and wastewater projects in WIN, including $2.4 million for upgrades to
the water treatment and water
distribution systems that will
support the lifting of the community’s long-term drinking
water advisory and $391,936
to support emergency repairs to
the wastewater treatment plant
and lift station.
ISC has also approved $1.1
million to support the detailed
design phase of ANA’s new
water treatment plant and
upgrades to the existing distribution system to ensure it has
the capacity to meet the water
production requirements of the
mercury care home and the
continued growth of the community.

O P P O RT U N I TY
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Indigenous Business is an economic
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growing together.

Information
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Guidance

We develop best practices for First
Nations Development projects and
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Communications
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economic buyers and key decision
makers in Northern Ontario
through our growing network,
events, and conferences.
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Our Members are the first to know
about discounts on events, access
to new or upcoming programs, or
opportunities for growth in our
region.

Learn more at www.anishnawbebusiness.com, or connect
with us at info@anishnawbebusiness.com, or call 807-357-5320.
We serve Treaties 3, 5, 9, Robinson Superior and Robinson Huron areas.
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Education

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Northern Nishnawbe Education Council recently received $7,712,000 in federal funding and $1,928,000 in provincial funding for renovations at Dennis Franklin Cromarty High School in Thunder Bay.

NNEC receives funding to complete school renovations
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Northern Nishnawbe Education Council (NNEC) and
Matawa recently received
federal and provincial government funding for renovations
at Dennis Franklin Cromarty
High School, Pelican Falls
First Nations High School and
Matawa Education and Care
Centre.
“NNEC was able to submit proposals through a joint
COVID-19 initiative fund that
the federal and provincial
governments had to improve
safety in rural and remote environments,” says Dobi-Dawn
Frenette, director of education
at NNEC. “We worked with
our team at NNEC for Dennis Franklin Cromarty High
School (DFC), Pelican Falls First
Nations High School (PFFNHS)

and Pelican Falls Centre and put
together an application to make
the improvements that we really
need and require for both sites.”
NNEC received $7,712,000
in federal funding and
$1,928,000 in provincial funding for the DFC renovations
and $6,721,996 in federal
funding and $1,680,499 in
provincial funding for the PFFNHS renovations. NNEC also
received $678,005 in federal
funding and $169,501 in provincial funding for repairs to
the road leading to PFFNHS
and $488,000 in federal funding and $122,000 in provincial
funding for renovations to the
bathrooms and kitchens in the
14 student residence buildings
at Pelican Falls Centre.
“The infrastructure needs
have been ongoing at DFC so
some of the things we’ve been
focusing on there include

repairs to the roof and improvements in water quality, air quality and so on,” Frenette says.
“With Pelican Falls High School
we also were in need of a roof
and other retrofits within the
building that will give a safer
learning environment for our
students. There is also some
funding coming to Pelican Falls
Centre which will focus on the
safety of our students.”
Matawa First Nations Management received $3,044,775
in federal funding and $761,193
in provincial funding for the
Matawa Education and Care
Centre gymnasium upgrade
project. Matawa and eight of
the Matawa communities also
received $161,000 in federal
funding and $40,250 in provincial funding for new portable classrooms while Matawa
and Constance Lake received
$161,000 in federal funding and

$40,250 in provincial funding
for retrofits to the community’s
school.
“The upgrade of the Matawa
Education and Care Centre
gymnasium has been a dream
for our students since September 2017 — the Matawa First
Nations Education Authority
have the plans in place and are
anxious to get it started,” says
Robinson Meshake, president of
the Matawa First Nations Management Board of Directors.
“It will be dedicated space for
health and physical education
programming that will reduce
the potential for exposure to
COVID-19 without the need to
use another organization’s gymnasium facility. With respect
to our nine Matawa communities who will receive the benefit of these investments, we
are thankful for the backing of
the federal and provincial gov-

ernments of our Emergency
Education Response Plan, and
we look forward to additional
investments in support of that
plan as we strive to provide a
safe space for our students to
learn.”
The NNEC and Matawa funding was part of more than $37.8
million in federal and provincial
government funding that was
announced for 35 community
infrastructure projects across
Ontario on Aug. 3.
“Ensuring our communities
have access to reliable infrastructure is vital for community
development and well-being,”
says Thunder Bay-Superior
North MP Patty Hajdu. “Today’s
announcement for 35 community infrastructure projects will
provide both Indigenous and
Ontario communities with better drinking water, better access
to community infrastructure

and safer and better maintained
schools. Canada’s infrastructure plan invests in thousands
of projects, creates jobs across
the country and builds cleaner,
more inclusive communities.”
“Our government is committed to building a resilient future
for our province, and these
investments in key projects
across Ontario are an important
step to achieving that goal,”
says Sault Ste. Marie MPP Ross
Romano. “This initiative will
provide individuals, families
and workers with reliable and
resilient public infrastructure
that will serve their communities for years to come. As we
move forward in our pandemic
recovery plan, investments in
our communities’ infrastructure
will continue to provide substantial growth for local economies while also protecting the
health and safety of Ontarians.”

You can protect
their future
A SMOKE ALARM CAN BE
THEIR SAFE GUARD
Ensure your family has a future by installing a smoke alarm
and developing a home escape plan. You can increase fire safety
and prevention in Nishnawbe Aski Nation by participating in
Amber’s Fire Safety Campaign and testing your smoke alarms
once a month.

nan.on.ca/FireSafety
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Education

Legacy of Hope Waniskahtan Exhibit a success
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

The Aug. 4-13 Legacy of
Hope Waniskahtan Exhibit at
the Intercity Shopping Centre
in Thunder Bay was a success in
raising awareness about Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls (MMIWG)
and the 2SLGBTQQIA+ community.
“It’s been going very well
— we’ve had a steady stream
of viewers to it as they come
into the mall, some to see the
exhibit specifically and others who are shopping or making use of the mall and they’re
stopping by and talking with
our different table hosts,” says
Denise Baxter, vice-provost,
Indigenous Initiatives at Lakehead University. “People have
been surprised (with) some of
the content they weren’t aware
of. They also had commented
that they really appreciated
the historical positioning that
was shared about some of the
underlying causes perhaps but
also some of the traditional stories about the role of women
and the importance of creation.”
Lakehead University partnered with Ontario Native
Women’s Association (ONWA)
to host the Legacy of Hope
Waniskahtan Exhibit to commemorate MMIWG and hopefully prevent future violence.
“As part of our commitment
to reconciliation through education, we are honoured to col-

submitted photos

LEFT: A group of drummers perform a song during the opening ceremony for the Aug. 4-13 Legacy of Hope Waniskahtan Exhibit at the
Intercity Shopping Centre in Thunder Bay.

laborate with multiple partners
to share this important exhibit
with the community,” Baxter
says. “It is our hope that all who
engage with the exhibit will
make a renewed commitment
to stand up against violence and
promote peace.”
ONWA invited the Grandmother Earth Dress to be part of
the exhibit. The Grandmother
Earth Dress is a traditional red
jingle dress, created by ONWA
and inspired by Jaime Black’s
REDress Project, which honours
and acknowledges Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women,
Girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA+.
“We’ve had a lot of people
stop by and view the exhibit,

both Indigenous and nonIndigenous individuals who
have stopped to take the exhibit
in and get more information,”
says Michele Solomon, community development manager at
ONWA and Fort William councillor. “And Grandmother Earth
Dress has been there since the
opening of the exhibit and will
remain there until the exhibit
closes. It’s a powerful part of
the healing journey for families
of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, so it
is important that she be present when we are talking about
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.”
Solomon says the Grand-

Summer Specials now on!

mother Earth Dress was
unveiled at the National Inquiry
into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls
community hearing in Thunder
Bay in 2017.
“It has 365 jingles on the
dress to represent a year-round
call for justice and safety for
Indigenous women and girls
and two-spirit people,” Solomon says. “The dress came
about through ceremony and
teachings and guidance. Thousands of people have seen this
dress, the dress has travelled
internationally (and) has gone
as far as Australia. It’s been
a healing presence for family members and loved one of

ABOVE: Denise Baxter, from Lakehead University, Michele Solomon,
from Ontario Native Women’s Association, and Rita Fenton, from Fort
William.
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, so
people that have come to visit
Grandmother Earth Dress have
left gifts that have become part
of the bundle — Grandmother
Earth Dress has a bundle that
travels with her.”
A video was also created
about the exhibit, produced by
the Legacy of Hope Foundation
and posted at: www.youtube.
com/watch?v=8cxJHvbNZaU,
with introductory statements
from Lakehead University,
ONWA, a National Indigenous
Peoples Day Committee representative, Intercity Shopping
Centre and Sharon Johnson,

Ontario Region Project Advisory Committee member to
the Waniskahtan Exhibit, after
it was not able to be launched
for National Indigenous Peoples
Day.
“The Legacy of Hope work
and the Waniskahtan Exhibit
keep alive the love, tears and
memories of our lost mothers,
sisters, aunties, grandmothers, family and 2SLGBTQQIA+
members,” says Cora-Lee
McGuire-Cyrette, executive
director at ONWA. “The Grandmother Earth Dress proudly
speaks to us like jingles in a
breeze, keeping hope alive.”
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Culture

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Men’s traditional dancer Gerry Courchene dances his style at the Gathering of the People Powwow, held
Aug. 6-8 at Current River Park in Thunder Bay.

ᑭᐊᓂᔑᓂᓂᐃᐧ ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ ᐅᑌᓇᐠ
ᕑᐃᐠ ᑲᕑᐃᐠ

Millions of people across
Ontario have received their
COVID-19 vaccine.

Do your part.
Get your shot.
Health Canada-approved vaccines
are conveniently available at hospitals,
doctors’ offices, pharmacies and
mass vaccination sites. And every dose
brings us closer to what we’ve missed.
Book your appointment today at
ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call 1-888-999-6488
for help in 300 languages.

Paid for by the
Government of Ontario

ᓂᔑᐣ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᓇᐠ ᑫᐃᐧᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᔭᐊᐧᐠ
ᐃᒪ
ᑲᑭᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᒪᐊᐧᒋᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᑲᐢᐟ ᐱᓯᑦ
6 – 8 ᑯᕑᐊᐣᐟ ᕑᐃᐳᕑ ᐸᕑᐠ
ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ.
“ᐯᔑᑯᔭᑭ
ᒥᓇ
ᐊᐱᑕ
ᑲᑭᓴᑲᑭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᑭᒋᐊᑭᑯᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᑯᐱᐟ - 19 ᑲᑭᐱᒥᔭᒪᑲᐠ, ᓇᐱᐨ
ᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᐁᑐᑕᒪᐠ
ᑲᐃᔑᒥᓀᐧᑕᒪᐠ, ᐁᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᔭᐠ
ᐁᐊᐧᐸᒪᑭᑕᐧ
ᑭᑐᑌᒥᓇᐣ,
ᐁᐧᐡᑲᐨ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᑐᑌᒥᔭᐠ ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐅᐡᑭᐅᑐᑌᒥᔭᐠ, ᑭᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓇᓂᐠ,
ᐁᐧᓀᓇᐠ ᐃᑯ ᑲᐅᑕᑲᓀᓯᐊᐧᐨ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᑐᕑᐃᑎ 3 ᐅᑭᒋᑕ ᑊᕑᐊᐣᓯᐢ
ᑲᐱᓇᐧ ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᐊᑲᐢᐟ ᐱᓯᑦ 7.
“ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐅᒋᐱᔕᔭᐣ, ᐊᐱ
ᑲᓄᑕᐊᐧᑲᐧ ᒪᑌᐧᐦᐃᑲᓇᐠ, ᐅᓂᑲᒧᐠ
ᒥᓇ ᒪᑌᐧᓯᒋᑲᓇᐠ ᒥᓇ ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ,
ᓂᐣ ᐁᔑᐯᔑᑯᔭᐣ, ᑭᑫᐃᐧᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᐣᑐᒋᑲᑭᒋᐦᐃᑯᐣ ᑲᓄᑕᒪᐣ.
ᐅᒋᑭᑫᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ. ᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᐃᓯᓭᐠ
ᐁᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ,
ᓂᒥᓀᐧᑕᒥᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ ᑲᐃᔑᒋᑫᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᒥᐦᐅᒪ ᑲᐅᒋᐊᔭᔭᐠ.”
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯ ᐊᐢᑭ ᑭᒋᐅᑭᒪᑲᐣ
ᐊᓫᐱᐣ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ ᐃᑭᑐ ᒥᑐᓂ
ᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᑭᐃᓯᓭᐠ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᑲᑭᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐊᐧᐨ
ᑲᑭᒋᑲᒥᑭᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᐅᒪ
ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᒥᑐᓂ
ᑭᔭᓂᒪᐣ
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ
ᐯᔑᑯᔭᑭ
ᒥᓇ
ᐊᐱᑕ
ᑲᑭᓴᑲᑭᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᑲ
ᑭᐸᑲᐧᐦᐃᑲᓂᐊᐧᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᐱᐟᓫᐊᕑ.
“ᑭᑐᒋ ᒋᑫᑕᒥᐦᐃᑯᐣ ᑭᑌᐦᐃᐠ,
ᑭᒋᑭᑌᐦᐁᒪᐣᒍ ᐁᐊᐧᐸᑕᒪᐣ ᐅᐁᐧ.
ᓇᐱᐨ ᑲᔦ ᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ,
ᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐠ ᑲᔦ ᑭᒋᐦᐊᐠ, ᒥᓇ
ᑲᓄᑕᐊᐧᐨ ᒪᑌᐧᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᓇᐱᐨ
ᑭᓀᐧᐡ ᑭᑭᐊᑲᐊᐧᑕᐣ ᒋᓄᑕᐊᐧᐨ.

ᐅᓀᐧᓂᐊᐧᐣ ᑐᑲᐣ ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᐁᐧᓭᐊᐧᐣ
ᑯᑕᑭᔭᐣ
ᐃᔑᑕᐧᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᒋᑐᒋᑲᑌᑭᐣ,
ᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᐁᐊᐧᐸᒋᑲᑌᐠ.”
ᒣᑲᐧᐨ ᑲᑭ ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᑭ ᐸ ᑭ ᑎ ᓂ ᑲ ᑌ
ᐱᓀᓯᐊᐧᑎᐠ
ᐃᔑᑕᐧᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᐃᔑᒋᑫᑕᒪᐊᐧᑲᓂᐃᐧᐨ ᓫᐃᓴ
ᑌᐱ, ᑲᑭᐸᑭᓇᓇᑲᓂᐃᐧᐸᐣ 2012
ᑲᔭᑭᐊᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᑕᐱᑕ
ᒋᓯᓭᔭᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᒋᒥᓄᐱᒪᑎᓯᔭᐣ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᑌᐱ.
“ᐣᑭᐅᒋᐸᑭᑌᐣᑕᐣ, ᐊᒥ ᐁᓀᑕᒪᐣ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᑫᑯᓇᐣ ᐁᑭᑐᑕᒪᐣ ᑲᑭᐃᑯᔭᐣ
ᒋᑐᑕᒪᐣ. ᓂᑭᐱᒥᓂᔕᐦᐊᓇᐣ ᐁᑲᐧ
ᑕᐡ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᑫᑯᐣ ᐊᔭᓯᐣ
ᑫᑐᑕᒪᐣ.”
ᑊᕑᐊᔭᐣ ᑌᐱ, ᑲᐅᑭᒪᐃᐧᐨ
ᐃᒪ NADF, ᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᑭᐊᔭᐨ
ᐃᒪ
ᑲᑭᔑᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ ᑫᒋᐊᐧᐠ
ᐁᑭᐊᐧᐸᒥᐁᐧᐨ ᑲᑕᔑᓂᒥᓇᓂᐊᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᐁᑲ ᑲᑕᐨ ᑭᑎᓇᐱᓯᐣ
ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᓂᐠ ᒋᐅᒋᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᐨ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ.
“ᑫᒋᐊᐧᐠ
ᐱᑯ ᑭᓄᑕᐣ ᑲᓂᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ ᑲᑲᑭᑐᐊᐧᐨ, ᒥᓇ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᒣ ᑫᑯᐣ ᑭᑎᔑᓇᑕᐁᐧᑕᓯᐣ
ᒋᔑᒪᒋᓂᐱᓂᔑᔭᐣ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᑲᐱᒋᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐠ.”
ᐠᓫᐊᕑᔭ ᕑᐁᐣᒍᕑ, ᑲᑕᓇᓄᑭᐨ
ᐊᓂᔑᓇᐯᐃᐧᑲᒥᑯᐠ ᑕᐣᑐᕑ ᐯ,
ᐃᑭᑐ ᑭᒪᒪᑲᑌᑕᑲᐧᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᑲᑭᐊᔭᐨ ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ.
“ᓂᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᐣ ᑲᑭ ᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ
ᐅᓂᒥᐠ,” ᐃᑭᑐ ᕑᐁᐣᒍᕑ. “ᐣᑭᒋᑫᑕᑦ
ᐁᑲᓇᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧ
ᐊᐊᐧᔑᔕᐠ
ᐁᐸᐸᒥᐸᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ - ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᐱᑯ ᑭᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ. ᐊᒥ ᐁᑫᐧᓇᐠ
ᐁᐱᔕᔭᐣ ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ ᐊᑯᓇᐠ
ᐊᐱᐣ ᑲᑭᒪᒋᓭᑭᐸᐣ ᑭᒋᐊᑭᑯᑲᐃᐧᐣ
ᑯᐱᐟ - 19, ᒥᑕᐡ ᐯᔑᑯᔭᑭ ᒥᓇ
ᐊᐱᑕ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒋᑭᐅᒋᓂᒥᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
ᓂᐊᐧᐸᒪᐠ ᒥᓇ ᐁᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ

ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᐁᐅᐡᑲᐱᓱᐊᐧᐨ
ᐅᑐᐡᑭᓂᒥᐊᐧᐱᓱᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ ᐊᑎᐟ
ᐁᐧᐡᑲᐨ ᑲᑭᐊᐧᐸᒪᑲᐧᐸᐣ.”
ᔐᕑᐊᐣ ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ, ᑲᓂᑲᓂᐱᒧᑐᐨ
ᑎᐱᑭᐱᓯᑦ
ᑲᓄᑫᑕᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᐱᒧᓭᐃᐧᐣ, ᐃᑭᑐ ᓇᐱᐨ ᐅᑭ
ᑭᒋᓀᑕᐣ ᑲᑭᔕᐨ ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᓇᐱᐨ ᐁᑭᑲᐡᑫᓂᒥᐁᐧᐨ ᒥᓇ ᐁᑭ
ᑭᓇᐁᐧᓂᒪᐨ ᒪᑌᐧᐦᐃᑲᓇᐣ ᐁᑲ
ᑭᓀᐧᐡ ᐁᑭᐅᒋᓄᑕᐊᐧᐨ.
“ᐅᒪ ᑲᑭᐱᔕᔭᐣ ᐁᓄᑕᐊᐧᐠ
ᒪᑌᐧᐦᐃᑲᐣ ᐁᓄᑕᐊᐧᑲᐧ ᑲᓂᑲᒧᐊᐧᐨ
ᒥᓇ
ᐁᐸᐱᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ,
ᒪᐊᐧᐨ
ᓂᑭᐅᒋᐃᐧᒋᐦᐃᑯᐣ ᓄᑯᑦ ᑲᑭᔑᑲᐠ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ ᒐᐧᐣᓴᐣ. “ᓂᑭᐱᔕᓇᐸᐣ
ᓇᐊᐧᐨ
ᐁᑭᐊᑲᓯᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ
ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓇᐣ
ᐁᑲ
ᓇᐱᐨ
ᐁᑭᐅᒋ ᒥᔑᓄᐊᐧᐨ ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ,
ᔕᑯᐨ ᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᒪᔑ ᓂᑐᒋᔕᓯᐣ
ᑲᐃᔑᑭᒋᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ ᐁᐧᑎ
ᑲᐅᒋᔭᐣ.”
ᑌᑊ
ᓯᒪᕑᐟ,
ᑲᑭᓂᑲᓂᐡᑲᐠ
ᓂᒥᐦᐃᑎᐃᐧᓂᐠ,
ᑭᐃᑭᑐ
ᑭᑕᐃᐧᓂᑲᑌ
ᐅᐁᐧ
ᐃᔑᒋᑫᐃᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᒋᐅᒋ
ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐦᐃᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐠ.
“ᒥᑐᓂ
ᐅᑭᔭᓂᒥᐦᐃᑯᓇᐊᐧ
ᑭᒋᐊᑭᑯᑲᐃᐧᐣ ᑯᐱᐟ - 19
ᑭᐊᐧᑯᒪᑲᓂᓇᐣ, ᑭᑕᓇᐱᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ,
ᑭᑎᔑᑕᐧᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ,”
ᐃᑭᑐ
ᓯᒪᕑᐟ. “ᒥᑐᓂ ᑕᐡ ᒥᓀᐧᑕᑲᐧᐣ
ᐁᑭᓇᑐᒥᑕᐧ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᒋᐱᐊᔭᒥᐦᐃᑎᐊᐧᐨ, ᒋᑭᐅᑕᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ,
ᒋᐊᐧᐸᒥᑎᐊᐧᐨ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ. ᑲᑭᓇ
ᑫᑯᐣ
ᐃᒪ
ᒪᓯᓇᑌᓯᒋᑲᓂᐠ
ᑭᒧᒋᐅᒋᐊᐧᐸᒥᑎᓇᓂᐊᐧᐣ
ᒥᓇ
ᑲᑭᓇ
ᐊᐃᐧᔭᐠ
ᐅᑭᐱᔭᓂᒥᐦᐃᑯᓇᐊᐧ.
ᒥᔑᐣ
ᑭᒋᐦᐊᐠ
ᑭᑭᐱᐊᐧᓂᐦᐊᒥᓇᐠ,
ᒥᔑᐣ ᑲᑭᐱᐅᑭᑫᑕᒪᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧᐸᐣ
ᐁᑲᐧ ᑕᐡ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ ᑲᐱᑭᐁᐧ
ᒪᒪᐃᐧᐡᑲᐦᐊᔭᑭᑕᐧ ᒥᓇᐧᔑᐣ ᒥᓇᐊᐧ
ᒋᐅᒋ ᓄᒋᑲᑌᓂᑭᐣ ᐅᓂᑲᒧᓂᐊᐧ
ᒥᓇ ᐅᑎᐸᒋᒧᐃᐧᓂᐊᐧ.”

Fall 2021 Programs
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Culture

Current River Park hosts Gathering of the People Powwow

Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Two Grand Chiefs were
among the many participants
at the Gathering of the People
Powwow, held Aug. 6-8 at Current River Park in Thunder Bay.
“After a year-and-a-half of
COVID-19 it’s nice that we can
do what we like doing, and
that is to get together with our
friends, old and new, relatives,
people from all walks of life,”
says Grand Council Treaty #3
Ogichidaa Francis Kavanaugh
on Aug. 7. “That’s why I’m here
— when I hear the drums, the
singers and just the jingles and
the bells and stuff like that, to
me that’s a healing and very
comforting sound to hear. For
me, it’s healing. It’s nice to be
able to get together again —
this is what we like doing and
here we are.”
Nishnawbe Aski Nation former Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler
says it was “so great for the
community to come together
again and celebrate” at the
powwow.
“It’s been a very difficult
year-and-a-half with the isolation and the lockdowns,” Fiddler says. “It just brings joy to
your heart, it just makes your
heart happy to see this. There’s
lots of kids, lots of Elders, and
just even to hear the drum is
something we’ve been wanting
to hear for a long time. These
types of gatherings allow for
other ceremonies to happen —
it’s so great to see that.”
The powwow featured a
Thunder Cane ceremony for
Leesa Davey, who was struck by
lightning in 2012.
“It’s for my balance and wellbeing,” Davey says. “It’s a relief

— I feel like I followed through
on everything I was instructed
to do. I followed through and
I don’t have anything else that
needs to be done.”
Brian Davey, executive director at NADF, says it was good
to be back amongst people and
seeing people face-to-face at the
powwow.
“You don’t have to look at
each other through a screen,”
Brian says. “(You can) hear
the music live and hear people
talk to each other live, so you
couldn’t wish for a better start
to this summer for sure.”
Gloria Ranger, cultural
resource coordinator at Thunder Bay Indigenous Friendship
Centre, says it was “amazing” to
be at a powwow again.
“I’m having a lot of fun
watching all the dancers,”
Ranger says. “I’m excited to
watch all the little kids that are
running around — it feels really
great here. This is the first powwow I’ve been to since COVID19, so this is like a year-and-ahalf of no powwows. We were
just noticing earlier lots of new
regalia out there on some people that I haven’t seen in a long
time.”
Sharon Johnson, organizer
of the Full Moon Memory Walk,
says it was important to attend
the powwow because she has
been missing people and the
beat of the drum.
“Just to be here and to hear
the drumbeat and to hear all
the singing and the laughter, it
was just really what I needed
today,” Johnson says. “I’ve
been to a few smaller powwows where there wasn’t this
many people, but I haven’t been
to one of the bigger powwows
back home yet.”

Dave Simard, arena director
at the powwow, says the powwow was an opportunity to
bring the community together
again.
“COVID-19 has been a very
difficult time for our families,
our communities, our ceremonies,” Simard says. “It’s such
a good time to bring people
together to talk, to visit, to see
one another again. Everything’s
been virtual and it’s been very
difficult for a lot of people.
We’ve lost a lot of Elders,
a lot of knowledge keepers
and bringing everybody back
together again is just a good
opportunity to share our songs
and stories again.”

TOP and LEFT: Leesa Davey dances with her Thunder Cane.
ABOVE: Jingle dress dancer Nicole Richmond dances her style.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Are you starting Grade 9
at SNHS this fall?
Join us for our Grade 9 Orientation Day
on Thursday, August 26
●
●
●
●
●

Register for school
Review timetables
Tour the school
Ask questions
Meet some staff

●
●
●

Prize giveaways!
School swag!
Food!

Choose either the 10-12 or 1-3 session and enter at the main doors
Lunch will be provided 12-1
Parents are welcome to join us outside for a BBQ lunch
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INSPECTION
Major Amendment Inspection
Whiskey Jack Forest 2012-2022 Forest Management Plan
The Ontario Ministry of Northern Development Mines Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF), Miisun
Integrated Resource Management Co. and the Kenora Local Citizens’ Committee invite you to inspect the
ministry-approved major amendment to the 2012-2022 Forest Management Plan (FMP) for the Whiskey
Jack Forest.
This amendment provides for operational
planning to add new harvest area to the
2012-2022 Whiskey Jack FMP. The new
harvest area is required to ensure a
secure and uninterrupted wood supply
for the local mills as a result of the
expected one-year delay in FMP planning
on the Whiskey Jack Forest (a plan
extension, up to two years if needed, to
the 2012-2022 FMP will be implemented
to extend the plan until the next Whiskey
Jack FMP is completed).
How To Get Involved
During preparation of a major
amendment to a forest management
plan, two formal opportunities for public
consultation and First Nation and Métis
community involvement and consultation
are provided. The first opportunity for this
amendment (Stage One) invited the
public and First Nation and Métis
communities to review and comment
on the proposed major amendment. This
Stage Two notice advises you that the
NDMNRF-approved major amendment
is available for inspection.
The ministry-approved major amendment
will be available for inspection
electronically on the Ontario government
website at https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/
fmp-online and upon request by
contacting the NDMNRF contact listed
below, during normal business hours.
Interested and affected persons and
organizations can arrange a remote
meeting with NDMNRF staff to discuss
the approved major amendment by contacting:
Mitchell Legros, R.P.F.
NDMNRF, Thunder Bay District Office
435 James Street South
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7
tel: 807-620-0088
e-mail: mitchell.legros@ontario.ca

Kurt Pochailo, R.P.F.
Miisun Integrated Resource
Management Inc.
510 Ninth Street North
Kenora, ON P9N 2S8
tel: 807-467-3351
e-mail: kurt.pochailo@miisun.ca
Renseignements en français : Michele Kan à Michele.kan@ontario.ca.

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

The Gathering of the People Powwow was held Aug. 6-8 at Current
River Park in Thunder Bay.

News Brief

Closure and Reclamation at Marathon
Generation PGM Inc. (Gen PGM) is dedicated to a
progressive reclamation strategy with a focus on end
land use information from communities. The Project
design and rehabilitation measures will allow for
physical and chemical stability, productive and
acceptable land use during closure.
Active closure will take place over the first 5 years, and
the Environmental Monitoring will occur throughout
30 years after mine closure. The following is a
generalized summary of general closure activities.
Year 1: Construct channels to re-establish natural flow
patterns and de-water the constructed ponds on site.
Construct a boulder fence around the open
pits and begin revegetation.
Year 2: Sell remaining equipment and continue
revegetation efforts. Focus on re-establishment of the
wetland environments in the water management
ponds.
Year 3: Remove grid connection and complete
building demolition.
Year 4: Close roads and remove pumps as active water
pumping is complete.
Year 5: Complete the site re-vegetation.
Year 25 : Flood and water monitoring continues.
Thank-you for your ongoing support!
Contact us at : comments@genpgm.com
GENERATION PGM LTD.

www.genmining.com
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Nibinamik hosts 22nd Youth Wilderness Retreat
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Traditional activities such
as fishing and trapping were
featured at Nibinamik’s 22nd
Annual Youth Wilderness
Retreat from July 12-17 at
O-ma-day-na-moh-win-nik,
The Breathing Grounds. O-maday-na-moh-win-nik is located
about five kilometres by boat
from the community.
“We had close to 50 youth,
then there was the 18-29, we
had about 30 of those, and
about 30 10-and-under,” says
Cynthia Yellowhead, youth wilderness retreat program coordinator at Nibinamik. “We had
them go offsite to do their sessions like fish netting, debarking logs, trapping, fishing and
boat-and-motor safety.”
Yellowhead says the children
stayed onsite at O-ma-day-namoh-win-nik during the day,
and participated in a variety
of programs such as Native Art
with Ananias.
“And there was a language
centre set up that had charts
and visual aids for the ones that
wanted to learn and relearn
(Anishinabemowin),” Yellowhead says. “We camped out
there — they all enjoyed it.”
Kelma Yellowhead, youth
wilderness retreat program
assistant coordinator at Nibinamik, says the participants
enjoyed the water tubing and
water skiing activities and
playing on the water trampoline and inflatable castle on

the beach the most during the
retreat.
“(They also) taught the
youth about survival skills on
the land,” Kelma says. “(They
learned about) providing for
themselves and getting fresh
water. And they learned how
to make bannock, most of them
didn’t know how, and pemmican.”
Kelma says the participants
worked on preparing the pemmican from whitefish over a few
days.
“They caught it and then prepared it,” Kelma says.
Kelma says that she used to
enjoy the retreat when she was
a participant.
“It was fun,” Kelma says. “I
still love going out there every
summer.”
Yellowhead says the first
retreat was held in 1999 at
O-ma-day-na-moh-win-nik,
where Nibinamik Elder Mike
Wabasse initially built a cabin
in the late 1990s with the idea
of providing a place for youth
to learn about survival skills on
the land. Wabasse, who died
in the 2003 plane crash near
Nibinamik, and another Elder
started the retreat with a vision
to connect the youth back to the
land and to teach them about
the knowledge of life in a way
that would support, direct and
balance their lives. The retreat
also provides a place that offers
sustainable environmental and
culturally relevant education
through the teaching of traditional ways of living and surviv-

file photo

Wawatay News archive photo of a previous Nibinamik Annual Youth Wilderness Retreat at O-ma-day-na-moh-win-nik, The Breathing Grounds.
ing off of the land.
“They wanted it to be for
the youth, where they could
go on a retreat and learn from
the Elders,” Yellowhead says.
“We had less Elders this year —
some of them were doing isola-

tion and some of them are sick
or out of town. But the ones we
did have, we had a traditional
cookout.”
Yellowhead says the Canadian Rangers also did a demonstration this year at the retreat.

“They did compass and map
reading and how to set up a fire
when you don’t have a lighter,”
Yellowhead says, noting that
the Canadian Rangers showed
them how to use a magnesium rod to light a fire. “A lot

of youth tried it out and some
of them could light a fire. Next
year, they want to try to make
it into a program where they
can teach them about survival
skills.”
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Community
Canadian Ranger invested into
order of the military merit
submitted by Sergeant Peter Moon,
Canadian Rangers

Sergeant Matthew Gull has the
insignia of the Order of Military
Merit placed on his uniform by
his daughter Amelia, 12. She is a
Junior Canadian Ranger.

Building
Ontario’s
future
together

Peter Moon

Special to Wawatay News

Sergeant Matthew Gull,
commander of the Canadian
Ranger patrol in Peawanuck,
a small Cree community near
the Hudson Bay coast, has
been invested as a member of
the Order of Military Merit in a
unique military ceremony.
He was named a member of
the prestigious order in December, 2019 but could not go to
Ottawa to receive the order’s
insignia and be invested at
Rideau Hall because of the
Covid-19 epidemic. Instead, he
has been invested in a first of its
kind video teleconferencing ceremony by Lieutenant-General
Wayne Eyre, the acting chief of
the defence staff.
The general was In Ottawa
for the ceremony and Sgt. Gull
was in the Algonquin Regiment’s mess in Timmins. He was
in Timmins as one of a number
of Rangers helping citizens of
two First Nations in northwest
Ontario who were forced to
evacuate by forest fires.
“It was disappointing not to
be able to go to Rideau Hall,”
said Sgt. Gull. “But the virtual
ceremony was a humbling
experience and a great honour.
It was nice to do it with all my
family present and to have my
youngest daughter, Amelia, put
the insignia on my uniform.
She’s 12 and a Junior Canadian
Ranger.”
Also present for the ceremony were Tara Sloss, Sgt.
Gull’s fiancée, and his two other
daughters, Nova and Aurora.
Nova is also a Canadian Ranger
and Aurora is a Junior Canadian Ranger.
The Junior Canadian Rangers is a culturally appropriate Canadian Army program
for youth aged 12 to 18 in the
Canadian North.
The Order of Military Merit
is one of Canada’s highest honours. It was created in 1972 to
recognize outstanding service

and devotion to duty by members of the Canadian Armed
Forces. It is the military equivalent of the civilian Order of
Canada.
Sgt. Gull, like all Rangers, is

“The Order of Military
Merit is one of
Canada’s highest
honours...”
a part-time Army reservist serving in the Canadian North. He
has been a Ranger for 23 years
and commander of the Peawanuck patrol for more than eight
years. He has been awarded the
Special Service Medal and the
Canadian Forces Decoration for
his military service, as well a
commendation for saving lives
in numerous search and rescue
operations.
“Does he deserve this honour? Absolutely,” said Lieutenant-Colonel Shane McArthur,
who commands the 600 Rangers in 29 First Nations across
the Far North of Ontario.”One
of the reasons he got it was
for the number of lives he has
saved during many challenging search and rescue missions.
He should be very proud of his
accomplishments. He is one of
our outstanding Rangers. He’s
an individual that’s totally committed. It’s great to have someone with his capabilities, his
talent and skills sets, who can
act on behalf of his community
when there’s a call for assistance in an emergency, many of
which are life threatening.
“He teaches (on the land)
survival skills to soldiers from
the south. He mentors the
Junior Canadian Rangers in
his community. He is certainly
deserving of this high honour.”
(Sergeant Peter Moon is the
public affairs ranger for the 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group at
Canadian Forces Base Borden.)

$4 MILLION+
WON SO FAR!

OPG is dedicated to making Ontario the best
place to live and work. This includes addressing
climate change by committing to reaching
net-zero by 2040. It also includes building
lasting prosperity and strong relationships
with Indigenous communities and working
to preserve our shared tomorrow.

EACH TICKET SUPPORTS
NORTHERN HEALTHCARE

GET TICKETS AT

www.thunderbay5050.ca
opg.com

RAFFLE LICENCE RAF1199631
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Community
Canadian Rangers cope with mental stress during COVID crisis
Peter Moon

Special to Wawatay News

The Canadian Rangers of
Northern Ontario have been
on full-time duty for almost 18
consecutive months during the
ongoing COVID-19 crisis.
In addition to their work in
assisting civilian authorities
with the government response
to the COVID-19 pandemic
the Rangers continue to carry
out their regular duties, which
include search and rescue missions, forest fire evacuations,
and providing support for a
range of community emergencies. Their pandemic work has
involved assisting First Nations
with difficulties in coping with
serious COVID outbreak situations and assisting health agencies with the rollout of vaccines
to 32 First Nation communities.
There are about 600 Rangers
in 29 First Nations across the
Far North of Ontario. They are
part time army reservists, commanded by the 3rd Canadian
Ranger Patrol Group (3 CRPG),
based at Canadian Forces Base
Borden, near Barrie.
“I feel very proud to be their
commanding officer” said Lieutenant-Colonel Shane McArthur. “A great deal of that pride
comes when I think of all that
the Rangers and the headquarters staff have achieved since
March of last year. They have
done a remarkable job.
“I feel proud of all the Rangers that have stood up and
answered the call to serve their
communities and their country.”
In total, several hundred
Rangers have volunteered to

submitted by Sergeant Peter Moon, Canadian Rangers

Lieutenant-Colonel Shane McArthur commands the Canadian Rangers in Northern Ontario.
assist by going on full-time duty
during the ongoing pandemic.
Most do it in their home communities and others do it by
providing badly needed support
in First Nations that are sometimes hundreds of kilometers
from their own homes and families. Their support has included
delivering food and water to
housebound residents, collect-

ing their mail, delivering toys
and games to children, conducting wellness checks, liaising
with chiefs and councils, providing local transportation, and
giving humanitarian assistance.
Some have hunted to provide
traditional foods. It can be a
heavy workload in stressful situations.
“Our Rangers are being

challenged mentally by all the
things they are faced with, such
as young children and elderly
people suffering from COVID,”
Lt. -Col. McArthur said. “They
miss home, their families, their
friends. They get homesick.”
To help mitigate this Rangers
complete a questionnaire about
their mental health before and
after their periods of full-time

service. Their overall health is
monitored during the period
they are on duty. An additional
mental health support initiative
is the unit chaplain’s weekly
closed-forum discussions on
the unit’s social media page
on Facebook. They are well
attended.
“Most Rangers are resilient
and holding up very well to

the mental challenges,” said
Lt.-Col. McArthur. “When they
experience difficulties, which
they do, we are there to support
them.”
(Sergeant Peter Moon is the
public affairs ranger for the 3rd
Canadian Ranger Patrol Group at
Canadian Forces Base Borden.)

I need to take time for some
self-care...
I hear ya. Need tips & tools
for mental wellness?
Always!

Check out take-5.org
It’s an interactive online info
& resources, multi-media
content,live workshops &
events for children and youth
in and from care (foster,
group, living with relatives)
Thanks! I’ll check it out xx

Proudly supported by

Brought to you by

www.take-5.org
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submitted photos

Lac Seul hosted about 130 forest fire evacuees from Poplar Hill at the Mahkwa Lodge and the Lac Seul Event Centre in late July and early
August.

submitted photos

A variety of activities were provided for about 130 forest fire evacuees
from Poplar Hill.

Lac Seul hosts Poplar Hill fire evacuees
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Lac Seul hosted about 130
forest fire evacuees from Poplar
Hill during late July and early
August at the Mahkwa Lodge
and the Lac Seul Events Centre.
“At the high point we had
(about 130) and now some
have gone home,” says Lac
Seul Chief Clifford Bull during an Aug. 5 phone interview.
“We had two sites that we were
using, one site at the Mahkwa
Lodge and the (Lac Seul Events
Centre) arena in Frenchman’s
Head.”
Bull says the forest fire evacuees, which included young
families, young men, women
and children from Poplar Hill,

arrived in Lac Seul on July 28.
Lac Seul was still hosting about
82 forest fire evacuees at the
Mahkwa Lodge as of Aug. 9.
“We’re good neighbours with
everybody up here and especially (for) First Nations I think
it is important that we offer a
helping hand to people that
need support,” Bull says. “We
found that it’s closer to home
and we can offer a lot of activities as well. We have been taking people out fishing, excursions, sightseeing, swimming.
Basically they’re almost at home
when you come to the lodge
— it reminds you of home, the
outdoors. We’ve had traditional
meals as well, moose meat,
fish. It’s awesome that we can
provide that service and people

really are happy that these services are available.”
Bull says a group of Lac Seul
staff and a councillor took some
of the children out on a houseboat for an excursion at a beach
on Lac Seul.
“They had a great time out
there swimming and enjoying
themselves,” Bull says.
Bull says the Mahkwa Lodge
is primarily a hunting and fishing lodge that is located on
Lac Seul in the community of
Whitefish Bay.
“Tourism has been virtually
non-existent for the past yearand-a-half, so it’s taken a heavy
toll on revenues at the camp,
and all camps in the northwest,” Bull says. “This really
helps out the Mahkwa Lodge

with the evacuees staying
there.”
Bull says the community
purchased beds and mattresses
from local furniture stores to
accommodate the evacuees at
the Lac Seul Event Centre.
“Normally we get cots but
this time we got actual beds
and mattresses because a lot
of people were saying the cots
are not very comfortable,” Bull
says. “So we tried to help out
in that sense to make their stay
comfortable with full-sized
beds and queen-sized beds and
single beds.”
Bull says citizens from the
community volunteered to help
out with the evacuees.
“They were very awesome
in terms of volunteering,” Bull

says. “We had signup sheets
and people are just helping
everywhere, security, food handling, cooking, driving, creating activities for the evacuees. I
was really happy that the community came out and supported
the effort. The Emergency Control Group that we have in Lac
Seul did a tremendous job in
helping the evacuees feel comfortable here and made them
feel at home, and I thank all the
support workers and volunteers
and staff that are helping in the
effort.”
Bull says the community previously hosted evacuees from
Pikangikum in 2019 at the Lac
Seul Events Centre.
As of Aug. 4, the Ministry of
Northern Development, Mines,

Natural Resources and Forestry
stated that people from six First
Nations had been evacuated
according to the www.ontario.
ca/page/forest-fires webpage.
Evacuations were listed as
completed for Poplar Hill with
about 483 evacuees and Deer
Lake with about 924 evacuees
as of Aug. 4.
Evacuations were listed as
ongoing for Pikangikum with
about 913 evacuees and Wabaseemoong with about 200 evacuees as of Aug. 4.
Evacuations were listed as
all repatriated for North Spirit
Lake with about 100 evacuees
and repatriation underway for
Cat Lake with about 300 evacuees as of Aug. 4.
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Xavier Kataquapit/Special to Wawatay News

Walk Of Sorrow arrived in Kirkland Lake with the support of Beaverhouse FN and Matachewan FN leadership. Pictured is Walk of Sorrow leader Patricia Ballantyne (far right), a First Nation Cree from Saskatchewan with Chief Wayne Wabie, Beaverhouse FN and his grandson Dawson Moore as they arrive in Kirkland
Lake.

Xavier Kataquapit/Special to Wawatay News

Warm greetings and well wishes were provided by Chief Wayne Wabie, Beaverhouse FN, and his grandson
Dawson Moore to Walk Of Sorrow group leader Patricia Ballantyne (right) as they arrived in Kirkland Lake.

Walk Of Sorrow continuing journey to Ottawa
Xavier Kataquapit

Special to Wawatay News

The Walk of Sorrow participants arrived in Kirkland Lake,
Ontario on Wednesday August
4 to create awareness of the
residential school era and to
acknowledge the support of
local First Nations. The walk
was led by Patricia Ballantyne,
a First Nation Cree from the
Deshchambault Lake community of Pe-ter Ballantyne Cree
Nation in Saskatchewan. This
June she felt a need to do something in light of the dis-covery
of multiple unmarked grave
sites near former residential
schools across the country. As a
residen-tial school survivor herself, she wanted others to learn
more about the terrible his-

tory of government sanctioned
residential schools that affected
generations of people and led
to the deaths of thousands of
Indigenous children.
“I wanted to do something
because of all the pain and
emotion that I felt and from
everyone around me. We need
to talk about this history so that
everyone, both Native and nonNative, can under-stand what
happened behind closed doors.
Then we can start healing as a
nation,” said Ballantyne.
She started her walk with
her niece Sasha Michel from
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
and support-ers have been joining on the way. They have have
stopped in many Indigenous
communities, cities and towns
on the walk where they have

ᒪᒪᐤ ᐅᐱᑭᐦᐊᐊᐧᓱᐃᐧᐣ
ᑲᑭᓇ ᐁᐃᐧᑕᓄᑭᒥᑎᔭᐠ
ᒋᐅᑦᐱᑭᐦᐊᔭᐠ ᑭᓂᒐᓂᔑᓇᐣ

been warmly greeted and supported. The group has the goal
of arriv-ing in Ottawa and the
hope of meeting with government officials to address the
residential school era and current issues dealing Indigenous
child and family services.
“This is a spiritual healing
journey for us. It is not a protest of any kind. We just want
to be heard. We want everyone
to know what the residential
school era was about and what
it has done to our people, our
culture, our languages and our
communities. It is also our hope
that at the end of our journey,
we can start making changes
to government programs and
policies that continue to affect
our families and our children in
negative ways,” explained Bal-

lantyne.
On the 63rd day of their
cross country walk, Ballantyne
was grateful to Chief Wayne
Wabie of Beaverhouse First
Nation for inviting the group to
visit the Town of Kirkland Lake.
Chief Wabie, joined Ballantyne
and her group as they walked
through the downtown core to
the Beaverhouse FN office.
“We were honoured to
have Patricia and her group in
the community and we were
happy to see everyone that
came out to show their support. The recent awareness that
has occurred across the country with residential schools is
part of Canada’s history and
it is knowledge that everyone
should understand. What Patricia and her group is doing to

raise awareness is spreading an
important message that needs
to be communicated to our government and to the public so
that there is a true understanding of the history that Indigenous populations have identified for generations,” said Chief
Wabie.
During a small gathering at
the Beaverhouse FN administration building, Ballantyne and
her group were also greeted by
Chief Alex (Sonny) Batisse of
Matachewan FN. A special presentation of monetary support
was also conducted by Councillor Stan Fox of Matachewan FN.
Other gifts and dona-tions were
also presented.
“We were honoured to visit
with Patricia and her group
and to see everyone gathered

to acknowledge the sad history
that all our communities live
with. We wish her the best on
her journey,” said Chief Batisse.
Mayor Pat Kiely was also on
hand to lend his support, to
meet with Ballantyne and to
acknowledge the history of the
residential school era.
“This is a significant time
as it is bringing to light all the
issues that have taken place in
our north-ern communities. I
think for Canada, it serves as a
wake up call for everyone and
a time for reconciliation. We
always think of Canada as being
a free country with all its freedoms that we have but there is a
dark side of our history and we
have to do our best to reconcile
with our all neighbours,” commented Mayor Kiely.

Mamow Obiki-ahwahsoowin
Everyone Working Together
to Raise Our Children

From the Tikinagan Board, Staff and Elders....

HAVE A SAFE
AND
HAPPY SUMMER
Celebrating our Culture. Honouring our Past. Respecting our Future.
ᑲᒧᒋᑫᑕᑯᑐᒥᐣ ᑭᑕᓂᔑᓂᓂᐊᐧᑎᓯᐃᐧᓂᓇᐣ. ᑲᑭᑕᑭᑕᒥᐣ ᐅᑕᓇᐠ ᑲᐱᐅᒋᔭᐠ. ᑲᑭᑌᑕᒥᐣ ᑭᓂᑲᓂᒥᓇᐣ.

tikinagan.org
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FUNDING FOR EMPLOYERS
JOBS FOR YOUTH
DID YOU KNOW?
Indigenous communities, Indigenous-owned businesses,
and community-serving non-profits are eligible to
receive a wage match to hire local youth into jobs that
contribute to a more sustainable planet.

SINCE 2018, PLT CANADA HAS

HELPED TO PLACE

580

+
YOUTH

Youth can also access
mentorship opportunities,
skill-building resources,
mental health services,
equipment subsidies, and
much more.
Learn more: pltcanada.org

FROM MORE THAN

100

INDIGENOUS
NATIONS

INTO PAID GREEN JOBS
WORK EXPERIENCES

Many right in their own communities!

SUSTAINABLE
FORESTRY
INITIATIVE
SFI-00001

PROJECT
LEARNING
TREE
CANADA

PLT is an initiative of SFI
Funded in part by the Government
of Canada under the Y
Youth
Employment and Skills Strategy
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screenshot

Rick Garrick/Wawatay News

Grand Chief Derek Fox, pictured at a school opening in Wapekeka, says the search for children’s remains at former residential school sites is
one of the big tasks for Nishnawbe Aski Nation.

Lac Seul Chief Clifford Bull speaks about searching for the remains of
children at Pelican Falls and other residential schools during the July
14 Bring Our Children Home gathering in Lac Seul.

Residential School grave funding announced
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Lac Seul and Nishnawbe Aski
Nation stressed the importance
of searching Pelican Falls and
other residential school sites
after the federal government
announced $320 million for initiatives related to the ongoing
impacts of residential schools.
The Aug. 10 announcement
included funding for locating
burial sites and commemorating and memorializing lost students; supporting community
plans for former residential
schools; expanding essential
mental health, culture and
emotional supports; building a
national monument in Ottawa
to honour survivors; and ensuring the tragic history and ongoing legacy of residential school
is never forgotten.
“I’m very pleased with the
announcement regarding the
funding to do searches on
school properties,” says Lac
Seul Chief Clifford Bull. “I think
the funding is certainly not
enough to do a full scale search
in all areas, but to me it is a
good start and it will certainly
help our search efforts.”
Bull says Lac Seul is planning to spearhead the search
for remains of children at Pelican Falls along with Northern
Nishnawbe Education Council
(NNEC) and Sioux Lookout
First Nations Health Authority.
“What I’m hearing at Pelican is the NNEC school board
decided it may not have the students come to the first semester,” Bull says. “So that may
give us an opportunity to search
the grounds while the school is
vacant this fall.”
Grand Chief Derek Fox
says the search for children’s
remains at former residential school sites is one of the
big tasks for Nishnawbe Aski
Nation (NAN).
“It’s one of the many things
we need to get working on but
obviously this is a priority for
me,” Fox says. “We need to
think about the mental health
of our survivors and our people and the triggers that have
occurred. And we need to
ensure that those graves that
haven’t been discovered in
Ontario and NAN territory and
NAN families are found and
that people can find some sense
of peace and that they can
start to heal. That is extremely
important to us — many of our
people are still healing from the
effects of residential school so
we need to ensure that we can
provide that closure to some of

these families who may have
missing relatives that didn’t
come home from residential
school.”
The federal funding includes
$83 million to supplement
existing
investments
for
community-led processes to
research and locate burial sites
as well as to commemorate and
memorialize the children who
died at residential schools; and
$100.1 million over two years
to support community plans
to manage former residential
school buildings, whether those
plans include demolition, rehabilitation or the construction
of new facilities on reserve so
activities currently taking place
in these buildings can continue.
“Our thoughts remain with
those Indigenous children who
never returned home, the survivors, families and communities as they mourn and heal,”
says Carolyn Bennett, minister
of Crown-Indigenous Relations.
“We are engaged and focused
on collaboration with First
Nations, Inuit and Métis partners. We will be there to support their difficult and important work to locate, memorialize and commemorate the lost
children.”
The federal funding also
includes $9.6 million over three
years to ensure the tragic history and ongoing legacy of residential school is never forgotten; $20 million in new funding
to build a national monument
in Ottawa to honour survivors
and all the children who were
taken from their families and
communities; and $107.3 million in 2021-2022 to support
the expansion of essential mental health, culture and emotional supports for residential
school survivors and their families as well as those impacted by
federal day schools to ensure
that those impacted by intergenerational traumas will have
access to these supports.
“We know that Indigenous
communities, families and
friends are hurting,” says Marc
Miller, minister of Indigenous
Services Canada. “There isn’t
a single community that is not
grieving today. We also know
that communities across the
country need supports and
we are committed to working with Indigenous leaders
to do so, in partnership with
them. For months and years,
we have heard atrocious anecdotes that only remind us that
calling those ‘schools’ can only
be a euphemism. Now is the
time to start fulfilling our duty
to help first Nations, Inuit and

Métis recover the truth. Today’s
announcement is the first step
in that direction.”
Wauzhushk Onigum received
$2,898,430 over three years in
federal and provincial funding
on Aug. 12 to carry out work
related to identifying burial
sites related to St. Mary’s Indian

residential school, located near
the Devil’s Gap Marina.
“This funding by Canada
and Ontario marks an important beginning in our journey
together as governments to discover and document the truth
behind the genocidal laws and
policies that our Anishinabe

people suffer the consequences
of even today,” says Wauzhushk
Onigum Chief Chris Skead.
“We know this path will be
extremely difficult, and we do
not know what we will find, but
we will be guided by ceremony,
by our Anishinabe laws and
protocols, and by our survivors

so we can start understanding
how to deal with this trauma.
This project will bring much
education for the non-Anishinabe peoples, so what happened never happens again.”

Now Accepting Applications!
September 2021

January 2022

•
•
•
•
•

• College Access Certificate
• Indigenous Wellness and
Addictions Prevention Diploma
• Personal Support Worker Certificate
• Pre-Health Sciences Certificate

Business Diploma
College Access Certificate
Early Childhood Education Diploma
Police Foundations Diploma
Social Service Worker - Indigenous
Specialization Diploma

Continuous Intake
• Security Guard Certification
(100% online, 40 hours)

A Start to New Beginnings
To speak to someone about enrolling in one of our exciting programs please contact:
Phone: 1-807-626-1897 | Email: ahead@oshki.ca | Toll Free: 1-866-636-7454

oshki.ca

20

Wawatay News AUGUST 20, 2021

ᐧᐊᐧᐊᑌ ᐊᒋᒧᐧᐃᓇᐣ

Community

Wakenagun to receive funding from Fednor
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

FedNor announced $320,000
in operational funding for Wakenagun Community Futures
Development Corporation on
July 22 to continue providing
business counselling services,
access to capital and support for
community strategic planning
initiatives in the Muskegowuk
region. Wakenagun has been
providing a range of services,
including the Regional Relief
and Recovery Fund - Regional
economy stream in Northern
Ontario, the COVID Safety Protocol Program and the COVID
Professional Services Program,
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Businesses were given
$40,000 in loans (through the

Regional Relief and Recovery
Fund), but as of Dec. 31, 2022 if
they paid back $30,000 by that
date, $10,000 will be forgiven,”
says Ivan Isheroff, board chair
at Wakenagun. “That is a good
deal.”
Isheroff says the COVID
Safety Protocol Program provided up to $5,000 in funding
to make businesses COVIDfriendly, such as by installing
plexiglas and providing hand
sanitizer.
“The (COVID Professional
Services Program) helps the
business (with) finding supports, bookkeeping, financial
management and even marketing,” Isheroff says.
John Okonmah, executive
director at Wakenagun, says the
uptake for the three programs
was “moderate.”

“They’re finding it very helpful, very useful, especially the
second one — having a COVIDfriendly operation,” Okonmah
says. “And even the (COVID)
Professional Services was also
very useful.”
Wakenagun provides services to 10 Mushkegowuk
First Nations and communities, including Fort Severn,
Attawapiskat,
Weenusk,
Kashechewan, Fort Albany,
Town of Moosonee, Moose Factory (Moose Cree, MoCreebec
and Local Services Board area),
Taykwa Tagamou and Missanabie Cree.
“We are here for the communities and our businesses in our
communities,” Okonmah says,
noting that although their two
offices in Moose Factory and
Timmins are currently closed

due to the COVID-19 pandemic
they are still providing services.
“We are always here and we are
looking forward to continuing
to support our clients in our
region the best way we can.”
Okonmah says they have
been meeting with clients over
the virtual Zoom platform or
through Skype calls.
“Business has carried on,”
Okonmah says. “Business initially was kind of tough but I
think we’re all used to this way
of doing business now.”
The $320,000 in FedNor
funding was part of more than
$4.6 million announced by
Terry Sheehan, parliamentary
secretary to Mélanie Joly, minister of Economic Development
and Official Languages and
minister responsible for FedNor,
on July 22 to support five proj-

ects led by Wakenagun, Kirkland and District Community
Development Corporation and
The Venture Centre.
“Today’s investment of $4.6
million will help create or maintain up to 90 jobs and support
more than 110 businesses in the
Timmins—James Bay region,”
Sheehan says. “The government
of Canada is proud of its longstanding partnerships with
Community Futures Development Corporations that help
businesses start up, scale up
and improve productivity and
innovation. By supporting businesses and communities to
overcome the challenges posed
by the pandemic, our government is setting the stage for a
strong and effective economic
recovery.”
Joly says the prosperity and

growth of local businesses are
key to building strong local
economies.
“In these uncertain times, we
want Canadian businesses to
know that we have their back,”
Joly says. “As per our plan for
a strong economic recovery,
we will help our business and
community partners adapt to
the quickly evolving social and
economic realities. We will continue to support their efforts
to strengthen and grow the
economy and create good jobs
across northern Ontario.”
Community Futures Development Corporations are
designed to help entrepreneurs
start or expand their businesses, and to invest in communities to strengthen the
economy.

submitted photo

Wakenagun Community Futures Development Corporation executive director John Okonmah says clients
are finding their services to be very helpful and useful during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Book your ad for the September
2021 Wawatay News
edition today!
To book your ad contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura, Phone: 807 622-6000
Fax: 807 622-6010
toms@wawatay.on.ca
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Arts and Entertainment

Outdoor theatre to showcase Indigenous play
Rick Garrick

Wawatay News

Nibinamik playwright Cornelius Beaver’s play The Universe of a Thunderbird will
be featured at the 10x10 Out
Loud Theatre Showcase from
Aug. 27-29 at the Waterfront
Spirit Garden in Thunder Bay.
Directed by Maranda Dumas,
the play is about an Anishinabe
teen who loves to listen to his
grandmother speak. After listening to the Thunderbird’s
teaching, a situation forces the
teen to apply the teachings to
his own life.
“I wrote the play two days
before the actual deadline for
10x10 to submit plays and I
wrote the play two weeks after
my grandmother passed away,
so that is about what I’ve gone
through with my grandma and
it reflects our relationship in the
play,” Beaver says. “It’s a story
about hurting but also healing
in a way because a lot of Indigenous people experience a lot
of hurt in their life but also a lot
of them go through their healing journeys and I wanted to
explore those areas in my play.”
Beaver says they were in
“great turmoil” when they
wrote the play.
“But the other side of it was
there was a healing side to it,”
Beaver says. “And I understand
both sides now because I’m not
in so much turmoil as I was
when the play was written.”
Beaver says they felt excited
but nervous at the same time
when they found out The Uni-

photo submitted by Marty Mascarin

Nibinamik playwright Cornelius Beaver looks forward to seeing his
play The Universe of a Thunderbird at the 10x10 Out Loud Theatre
Showcase from Aug. 27-29 at the Waterfront Spirit Garden in Thunder
Bay.
verse of a Thunderbird had
been selected for the 10x10 Out
Loud Theatre Showcase.
“This play is very vulnerable
and it shows a lot of my life, so
I’m showing my vulnerability to
an audience,” Beaver says.
Beaver says they have been
in contact with the director and
they have met with the cast of
the play, noting that rehearsals
were underway as of Aug. 10.
“It’s quite interesting to see
that the play will be produced
at the Waterfront Spirit Gar-

A GUIDE
TO GREEN
JOBS IN
CANADA

VOICES OF
INDIGENOUS
PROFESSIONALS

den because I never imagined
it would be outside,” Beaver
says. “I’m not that involved with
rehearsals but I’ve put my input
and my vision to the director on
how I envisioned how my play
would look like and she is very
considerate with my thoughts
and my opinions.”
Donna Simon, one of the
actors in the play and a Wiikwemkoong citizen, says she first
got involved with 10x10 about
three or four years ago.
“It’s been pretty cool,” Simon

photo submitted by Marty Mascarin

Nibinamik playwright Cornelius Beaver speaks with director Maranda Dumas and navigator Sheena Albanese about his play.
says. “I’ve really enjoyed the
artistic community in Thunder Bay, they’re very welcoming. It’s a small community but
everybody is pretty good, pretty
nice.”
Simon says she took theatre
class in high school and is part
of the Cambrian Players Improv
in Thunder Bay.
“I didn’t see many Indigenous
people in the theatre community in Thunder Bay on stage
so I thought I’m going to try it,”
Simon says. “I’ve always kind of

wanted to act and be a participant in theatre.”
Beaver says they were previously involved with the Collective Creation Project at Magnus
Theatre for four years while in
high school.
“It was a unique experience
because I’ve met a lot of people
who were involved in theatre
before coming to the project,
and I’ve met a lot of people new
to theatre as well,” Beaver says.
“So it was quite an interesting
dynamic to watch people grow

and become better actors as
they progressed through the
project.”
The Universe of a Thunderbird will be performed along
with the Captcha play at 5 p.m.
on Aug. 27 and 2 p.m. on Aug.
29.
The other plays scheduled to
be performed in the 10x10 Out
Loud Theatre Showcase are
Dragon’s Breath, Inhume, The
Bench, Along the Waterfront,
Cells, Benny and Max, Smell
the Coffee and Vibe Check.

ORDER YOUR FREE
COPIES NOW!
AVAILABLE IN PLAINS CREE,
ANISHINAABEMOWIN, ENGLISH AND FRENCH.
Features 12 first-person stories from Indigenous
professionals in the forest, conservation and parks sectors,
plus 12 career fact sheets with job descriptions, education
requirements and salary info.

Limited print copies available. Order now!

PLTCANADA.ORG
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B
 usiness Directory
Business Systems by Herman Hanschke

105-229 Pearl St.
P.O. Box 10175
Thunder Bay, ON
P7B 6T7

HERMAN HANSCHKE

herman@safeguardthunderbay.com
Business Printing
Computer Services
Filing Systems
Promotional Materials
Personal Protective Equipment

Tel: (807) 344-2983
Toll-Free: 1-877-544-2983
Cell: (807) 627-6414
Fax: (807) 344-1581

Ask us about our new and improved apparel decoration services!

Information About Health, Healing & Family Violence
For Aboriginal Communities In Ontario
1-800-669-2538 | www.za-geh-do-win.com

Book your Wawatay News ad today!

Contact our Sales Representative:
Tom Scura, Phone: 807 622-6000
Fax: 807 622-6010
toms@wawatay.on.ca
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Cartoons

Celebrating the rich and resilient history
of Indigenous peoples and working to
co-create a better future through
Reconciliation.
Learn more by visiting:
www.nwmo.ca/IndigenousKnowledge

@nwmocanada
/company/nwmocanada
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Cartoons

Your

Time,
Your
Claim,
Your
Journey

Your time

Your claim

Your journey

You have waited long enough.
Apply before the deadline:

If you attended a Federal
Indian Day School, see if your
school is on the list

If you experienced harm,
you may be eligible
for compensation

July 13, 2022

Claim what’s yours.

For information or support visit indiandayschools.com or call 1-844-539-3815

